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§  1.  Having  to  -work  for  one  Society  or  another,  in  August  holidays  as 
well  as  ordinary  months,  I  went  to  Lichfield  in  1889,  to  collate  a  Hampole 
MS.  and  try  the  Probate  Office  Wills  (which  proved  too  late) ;  to  Lincoln 
in  1890  (whence,  with  Mr.  T.  Austin's  help,  I  got  copies  which  will  make 
a  good  volume  of  Wills  and  Documents  when  the  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  has 
funds  to  print  it);  to  Norwich  in  1891  (which  yielded  half  a  volume  of 
Wills,  the  other  half  being  stopt  by  the  death  of  our  copier) ;  to  Salisbury 
in  1892  (where  little  was  to  be  had  for  us) ;  and  to  Chester  in  1893,  drawn 
thither  by  Mr.  Cordy  Jeafferson's  Report  on  the  City  Docutnents  in  the 
Appendix,  Pt.  I.,  to  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Historical  MSS.  Com- 
mission, 1881,  p.  355 — 403.  But  on  asking  for  the  likeliest  MS.  book, 
I  was  told  it  was  lent  to  Canon  Morris,  for  his  nearly-ready  work  on  the 
Chester  City-Records,  &c.  So  I  turnd  to  the  Mayors'  Books,  which 
Canon  Morris  was  said  not  to  have  used,  and  copied  from  them  the  few 
English  documents  and  entries  that  seemd  suited  to  us. 

Then  I  went  across  to  the  Diocesan  Registry,  and  askt  for  their 
earliest  English  books.     A  grand  folio  of  Wills  was  shown  mo ;  but  aa 
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the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Chetham  Society  liad  printed  several  volumes 
from  it,  I  left  it  to  them  to  go  on  with,  and  I  turnd  to  the  second 
tatterd  ^IS.,  the  '  Depositions  in  Trials  in  the  Bishop's  Court  from  Nov. 
1561  to  March  1565-6.'  I  started  at  the  first  moderately  solid  leaf,  9,  p. 
4  below,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  read,  that  Elizabeth  Hulse  said  she 
was  married  to  George  Hulse  in  the  Chapel  of  Knutsford,  when  she  was 
but  three  or  four  years  old,  while  the  boy  himself  deposed  that  he  was 
about  seven.  I  had  heard  of  the  betrothal  of  royal  children  by  proxy, 
but  never  before  of  the  actual  marriage  in  church  of  the  little  boys  and 
girls  of  middle-class  folk.  However,  there  proved  to  be  27  instances  of 
this  latter  custom  in  this  one  volume ;  and  a  report  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Ear- 
waker's  Paper  on  the  subject  from  the  Manchester  Guardian  of  March  9, 
1885,  was  handed  to  me,^  with  a  Leader  on  it,  which  showd  that  he  and 
his  North-Western  folk  were  in  this  matter  8  or  10  years  ahead  of  us  poor 
know-nothing  Southerners.  Still,  if  we  don't  know  much,  we  don't  wait 
eight  years  before  printing  the  important  fresh  matter  we  find,  on  the  social 
state  of  Elizabethan  or  earlier  England.  I  at  once  set  to  work,  copied  hard 
for  six  or  eight  hours  a  day^ — as  long  as  the  office  rules  allowd, — till  my 
eyes  were  tired,  and  then  went  up  again  for  three  week.-^  in  October,  to  get 
out  of  the  MS.  all  its  non-tithe  and  non-church  or  merely  local  matter.^ 
AVithin  three  months  of  my  starting  at  the  MS.,  all  the  text  of  this  volume 
was  in  type, — thanks  to  Messrs.  Clay  and  Sons, — and  within  4  months  I 
began  writing  these  Forewords.  Some  hours  had  to  be  given  to  patching 
up  the  rotting  leaves,  and  some  more  to  completing  the  partial  Index  to 
the  volume  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Piccope,  a  former  Vicar  of  Farndon 
(llj  miles  up  the  Dee,  where  a  lock  is  wanted),  had  made,  and  out  of 
Avhich  he  had  left  all  the  Adultery,  Affiliation,  and  Libel  cases,  which 
contain  so  much  material  for  the  social  historian.  But  I  hope  the  present 
Text  holds  most  of  the  MS.  that  will  interest  the  general  student;  and 

^  Mr.  Earwaker  tells  me  that  he  read  this  Paper  before  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Antiquarian  Society  on  March  6,  1885 — see  their  Transactions,  vol.  iii  (1885),  p.  167 — 
and  before  the  Liverpool  Historic  Societj'^on  March  19,  1889.  He  afterwards  enlarged 
the  Paper,  and  read  it,  as  one  on  "Marriages  between  Children,"  before  the  Archaeo- 
logical Institute  at  their  Meeting  in  Chester  in  1886.  But  he  has  never  printed  this 
Paper,  altho  often  askt  to  do  so,  because  lie  was  constantly  adding  to  it,  and  was 
anxious  to  make  it  as  complete  as  possible  before  it  was  publisht.  He  has  some 
thoughts  of  writing  a  little  monograph  on  the  subject.  The  sooner  the  better,  we 
all  say. 

2  At  night  I  had  to  edit  Shakspere  for  three  or  four  hours, 

^  On  going  thro  the  Contents  of  the  MS.  at  more  leisure  in  London,  I  found  that 
I'd  unluckily  left  out  a  few  bits  of  my  cases,  and  also  some  other  good  ones.  These, 
I  askt  Mr.  Price  for  ;  and  he  has  kindly  sent  me  copies  of  some,  for  the  Sitpplement, 
p.  183,  &c.,  and  extracts  from  others,  for  Notes  to  the  Contents  of  the  MIS.,  p.  Ixxi 
below. 
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I  ask  all  its  readers  to  join  with  me  in  thanking  Mr.  W.  H.  Price,  the 
Chief-Clerk  of  the  Registry,  who,  with  the  kind  consent  of  Mr.  J.  Gamon, 
the  Registrar,  has  read  all  the  proofs  or  revises  of  my  copy,  and  corrected 
very  many  mistakes  that  my  tired  eyes  and  want  of  familiarity  with  late 
Record  writing  had  left-in.  Mr.  Phil  Davies  of  the  Town-Clerk's  Office 
has  joind  Mr.  Price  in  reading  the  proofs  and  revises  of  the  Mayors*- 
Eooks  extracts ;  and  to  him  too  our  thanks  are  due, — to  say  nothing  of  my 
own,  for  the  two  delightful  Sundays  on  the  Dee  in  which  we  sculd  above 
Parndon,  he  cheering  us  with  his  fine  bass  songs. 

§  2.  Now  for  the  Contents  of  the  MS.  (see  p.  Ixxi  below)  and  this 
volume. 

Having  given  myself  specially  to  the  social  side  of  our  forefathers' 
lives — witness  my  editions  of  Handlyng  Sijnne  (1303),  Fifty  Earliest 
English  Wills,  the  Bahees  Book,  Qiieene  Elizahethes  Achademy,  Harri- 
son's Enrjland,  Stuhhes's  Abuses,  Tell-Troth,  Ballads  from  MS  S.,  Fraternity 
of  Vacabonds,  Andrew  Boorde,  Stafford's  Examination,  Laneham's  Letter, 
&c., — I  can  safely  say  that  no  MS.  or  print  that  I  had  previously  handled 
seemd  to  so  let  me  into  the  life  of  its  time  as  this  volume  of  Chester 
Depositions.  The  '  Child- Marriages '  start  us  with  birth,  the  *  Wills ' 
take  us  to  death,  while  between  the  two  lies  many  a  scene  of  Life  in 
olden  days  which  needs  but  little  fancy  to  call  up  before  one's  mind's 
eye  now.  In  the  '  Child- Marriages '  we  see  the  servant  hurrying  for  the 
niidwives  (p.  49-50),  the  baby  born,  and  suckled  by  the  wet  nurse  (pp. 
40,  50),  then  christend  (p.  9),  and  sent  to  its  foster-mother's  for  a  year 
(p.  27).  Soon,  a  consultation  of  parents  and  friends  of  boy  and  girl  is 
held,  and  a  marriage  of  the  children  arranged.  The  girl,  between  2  and 
3,  the  boy  between  3  and  4,  are  carried  into  the  parish  church  in  the 
arms  of  friends,  who  speak  some  of  the  words  of  matrijnony  for  them, 
because  their  baby-tongues  cannot  say  them  all  for  themselves  (p.  26).^ 

If  the  girl  is  about  6  or  7,  she  is  "  partlie  borne  in  armes,^  and  partlie 
led  to  "  the  church  where  she  is  married  to  her  boy-husband  (p.  34).  If 
the  parent  of  either  child  is  mercenary,  a  money-bargain  is  made  for  it : 
the  father  of  a  boy  of  two,  gets  from  an  older  girl's  father,  "  monie  to  bio  a 
pece  of  land,"  and  executes  a  Bond  to  repay  the  money  if  his  l)oy  doesn't 
marry  the  girl  (p.  6 — 9).  In  another  case,  the  boy's  father  is  in  debt, 
"and,  to  get  sommo  money  of  William  Whitfield,  to  the  discliargo 
of  his  dobtes,  maricd  and  bargained  his  sonno  to  tlie  said  Whitfcildos 
doughter"  (p.  23,  24).  Again,  a  girl  of  3  or  4  is  married  to  a  boy 
of  7  "  biecause  her  frendes  thought  she  shuld  have  had  a  lyvinge  bio 
*  See  also  p.  89  below.  »  See  too  p.  183,  and  p.  25,  below. 
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liym  "  (p.  4),  and  her  fatlier-in-law  is  under  Bond  to  marry  tliem  (p.  5). 
So  again,  a  girl's  father  says  that  she  married  a  boy  of  her  own  age, 
11-12,  "biecause  she  shold  have  had  bie  hym  a  prety  bargane,  yf  they 
cold  liave  lovid,  on  the  other"  (p.  12).  Another  girl  of  11  is  married 
to  a  boy  of  9,  because,  on  her  father's  death,  the  boy's  father  gets  the 
landlord's  leave  to  take-on  the  girl's  house  (p.  10).  Another  girl  of  8  is 
married  to  a  boy  of  10,  because  the  boy's  father  feard  "lest  he  shuld 
lose  his  parte  of  his  lyvinge  "  in  a  tenement  which  he  held  in  common 
with  the  girl's  protector  (p.  14).  In  another  instance,  the  girl's  grand- 
father *•  was  a  very  welthie  man ;  and  it  was  supposed  that  he  wold 
have  bene  good  vnto  "  her  &  her  boy-husband,  "  and  bestowid  somme 
good  ferme  apon  her"  (p.  32),  so  a  boy  of  12  married  her  when  she  was 
10.  Other  children  are  married  "bie  the  compulsion  of  their  frendes  " 
(p.  11,  13,  23,  &c.);  another  "by  a  wile"  (p.  16),  the  girl  being  invited 
by  a  relation  of  the  boy's  to  come  and  make  merry,  and  then  married  to 
the  boy  against  her  consent.  But  in  one  case,  a  girl  arranged  her 
own  marriage.  She  was  "a  bigge  damsell,  &  mariageable"  (p.  47),  that 
is,  past  12,  and  evidently  fancying  a  nice  boy  of  10-11,  "intised  hym 
with  two  Apples,  to  go  with  her  to  Colne,  and  to  marry  her "  (p.  45). 
No  wonder  that  this  boy  'repentid'  next  morning,  and  that  others 
say  "  at  the  tyme  of  their  mariage  they  knewe  not  what  they  did " 
(p.  15),  "they  were  both  so  ignoraunt,  they  knewe  not  what  the  matter 
meanid^"  (p.  1),  &c. 

These  Child-Marriages  took  place  in  parish  churches  (p.  6,  9,  11,  25, 
33,  44-5,  &c.),  or  chapels^  (p.  4,  17,  52,  &c.),  or  the  private  chapels  of  rich 
parents  or  friends  at  their  country-seats  (p.  39,  41 ;  2,  3,  &c.),  or  at 
private  houses  or  rectories  (p.  13,  15,  50,  51,  &c.),  on  a  workday  (p.  53), 
on  Sunday  (p.  30),  at  Christmas  (p.  48),  Twelfth-Night  (p.  46),  or  other 
feast-days  (p.  7,  36,  41,  45) ;  and  at  all  times  of  the  day,  from  "a  morn- 
inge  about  Cockes  crowinge,  with  Torche-light  and  Candell-light,  in  the 

1  1893,  Westminster  Gazette,  25  October,  p.  7,  col.  2.  "A  little  Indian  boy  and 
girl  liave  just  been  tried  at  the  criminal  sessions  at  Berhampur  on  a  charge  of  bigamy. 
The  girl  and  boy,  aged  respectively  six  and  nine,  were  indicted  for  marrying,  the 
former  being  at  the  time,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  bridegroom,  already,  under  the 
barbarous  Indian  custom  of  child-betrothal,  the  wife  of  another.  As  the  Act  only 
allows  presumption  of  death  after  seven  years'  continuous  absence  of  one  of  the  parties, 
it  was  justly  observed  that  a  bride  of  six  could  not  possibly  plead  that  excuse.  For 
three  days  little  Lilith  stood  beside  her  fellow  bigamist  in  the  dock,  while  their 
respective  parents  were  charged  with  abetting  their  offence.  Ultimately  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  'Not  guilty,'  and  'the  youngsters  went  cheerily  home  again 
with  the  smallest  possible  conception  of  what  all  the  bother  was  about.'  " 

^  By  chapels  is  to  be  understood  the  smaller  churches,  '*  Chapels  of  Ease"  to  the 
mother  churches,  not  Nonconformist  Chapels,  as  som«  present-day  readers  might 
hastily  imagine. — J.  P.  Earwaker. 
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parishe  churche^ "  (p.  2),  to  10  or  11  a.m.^  (p,  2),  and  to  the  night-season 
(p.  16),  "  inconvenient  tymes"  like  10  p.m.  (p.  45),  for  which  the  Curate 
acting  gets  punisht  by  the  Archbishop  of  York. 

Tlie  marriage  ended,  the  bride-ale  or  feast  at  the  girl's-father's  follows 
(p.  31),  or,  in  1673,  the  grandfather  gives  the  wedding  dinner,  dance,  and 
supper  (p.  xxxi) ;  ^and  at  night  the  child-bride  and  -bridegroom  are, — 
sometimes,  at  least, — put  to  bed.^ 

In  one  case,  p.  15  below,  the  boy  says,  "  the  first  night  they  were 
maried,  they  lay  both  in  one  bed ;  but  two  of  her  sisters  lay  betwene 
hym  &  her."  In  another  case  of  an  unwilling  boy  of  11-12,  the  girl  of 
13-14  says  he  wept  to  go  home  with  his  father,  but  "  bie  his  fathers 
intreating,  and  bie  the  perswasion  of  the  priest,  the  said  John  did  commo 
to  bed  to  this  Respondent  far  in  the  night ;  and  there  lay  still,  till  in  the 
morninge,  in  suche  sort  as  this  deponent  might  take  unkindnes  with 
hym ;  for  he  lay  with  his  back  toward  her  all  night " :  as  the  boy  says, 
p.  8,  "he  never  touchid  her  bare  skin."  In  the  rest  of  our  27  cases,  no 
bedding  of  the  children  is  mentiond ;  and  Alice  Worsley  of  17,  v.dio 
married  Humfrey  Winstanley  of  12,  says  that  "he  neuer  came  in  bed 
with  her"  (p.  4).  The  Downes  case  also,  in  the  Supplement,  p.  203, 
seems  to  imply  that  the  parties  were  not  bedded  till  *  they  did  comme  to 
the  yeres  of  Consent.'  This  was  a  case  of  Child-Marriage  ending  in  the 
husband's  adultery,  leading  to  a  separation  by  friends'  counsel  and  the 
parties'  consent,  p.  192,  203,  and  then  a  suit  for  divorce. 

After  the  wedding-night,  the  boy  either  stopt  with  the  girl's  father 
or  went  home  to  his  own  folk  (p.  24),  and  was  sent  to  school  or  service, 
while  she  stayd  with  her  relations  or  went  to  service  too.'*  It  depended 
partly  on  the  wealth  of  the  families.     Crack  ones,  like  the  Stanleys  of 

^  Compare,  in  the  'Clandestine  Marriages,'  p.  140,  the  marriage  *in  a  meadowe, 
in  the  night  season,  by  the  lighte  of  the  moone.' 

'  For  a  later  marriage  of  runaway  folk,  see  the  striking  case,  p.  65-7  below : 
Thomas  and  Margaret  Soth worth. 

'-^  For  this  line,  Mr.  J.  P.  Earwaker  would  substitute:  "and  after  that,  tie 
children  were  taken  home  to  their  parents,  or  to  the  house  of  one  of  them,  to  wait  till 
they  reached  their  'years  of  discretion.'"  He  says:  'M  don't  think  you  find  this 
ptitting  to  bed  anywhere  else  ;  and  it  is  a  most  important  point.  The  two  cases  cited 
are  clearly  exceptions  to  the  rule  ;  and,  as  you  see,  no  carnal  copulation  took  place. 
These  'child-marriages'  were  never  consummated  till  the  children  reaclu'd  their  'years 
of  discretion.'  If  they  came  together  then,  all  well  and  good,  but  it  was  6</or<?  this 
consummation  of  the  marriage  that  these  divorce  proceedings  had  to  l)e  taken.  A  mar- 
riage once  consummated  could  only  be  set  aside  for  a<lult<!ry,  &c."     See  Notes  at  end. 

Of  course  the  '  putting  to  IxmI  '  of  very  young  children  involvd  no  fleshly  act. 
But  here  are  our  two  cases  of  Ixidding.  I  took  them  at  first  as  samples  of  the  gonornl 
custom  ;  Mr,  Earwaker  savs  they  are  exceptions ;  and  as  Iiis  oxporience  is  so  much 
greater  than  mine,  no  doubt  he  is  right.     See  Notes  at  end. 

*  Biit  sometimes  she  stayd  with  the  boy's  father,  p.  10. 
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Hooton,  sent  their  boy  to  Dr.  Standish's  school^  at  Lathom,  and  then  to 
learn  manners  and  arms,  in  service  with  the  head  of  the  Stanleys,  the 
Earl  of  Derby  (p.  48).  A  poorer  boy,  who'd  lost  his  expected  living  or 
inheritance,  would  straggle  off  to  a  town  near,  like  Congleton,  apprentice 
himself  to  a  shoemaker  (p.  5),  and  be  thrown  over  by  his  bride  accord- 
ingly, for  "  she  neiier  did  fansie  or  love  the  said  George,  for  biecanse  the 
said  George  had  lost  his  lyvinge,  .  .  and  was  not  able  to  maintaine  her." 
But  if  the  boy  stayd  in  the  girl's  house,  differences  with  her  father  or 
her  might  arise.  In  the  case  on  p.  12,  the  boy  stays  with  his  father-in- 
law  ^  for  less  than  a  month,  then  goes  to  his  own  mother's  till  he  is  15  or 
16,  and  then  comes  back  to  his  bride's  father  for  two  years,  but  is 
*  ordred '  or  treated  '  worse  than  any  servant  in  her  father's  house ' ;  and 
this  bride  "  dealid  so  unkindly  with  him,  he  will  never  have  her ;  for 
whie,  she  ever  lovid  other  boies  (to  his  knowledge)  as  well  as  hym  " ;  and 
so  he  goes  to  service  elsewhere :  as  another  girl  says,  "  dislove  fell 
betwene  them  "  (p.  11). — I  never  saw  the  word  dislove  before  :  it  is  used 
a  second  time  in  this  volume  at  p.  55. 

When  the  boy  married  ''biecause  it  was  his  mothers  mynde,  [&]  he 
durst  not  displease  her"  (p.  20),  he  would  still  refuse  his  little  wife, 
tlio  she  dwelt  for  three  years  in  his  mother's  house  (p.  19),  and  tho  'the 
said  Alis  wold  comme  and  bring  the  said  Peter  his  sheetes  to  bed  ;  and 
this  deponentes  sonne  [his  bedfellow]  wold  say  to  hym,  "Peter,  whie  do 
not  you  take  your  wief  to  you?"  and  he  wold  answere,  "Peace  !  she  is 
non  of  my  wief  "  '  (p.  20).^  So,  where  a  boy  married  a  girl  for  his  father's 
property's  sake,  "  the  said  Ellin  went  to  London,^  and  the  said  John  went 
to  the  warres,  &  abrode  to  service."  In  another  property  case,  the  boy 
says,  "Father!  gyve  me  your  blessinge,  and  I  will  go  into  an  other 
Cuntry  [county]  to  seke  my  Livinge;  for  I  will  never  take  her  as  my 
wief."  One  boy  Eobert  gives  as  his  reason,  "he  cold  never  fansy  her 
[his  child-bride],  nor  her  father ;  biecause  he  [her  father]  kept  the  mother 
of  the  said  Roberte  to  paramour,  afore  he  maried  her,  &  consumed  the 
said  Robertes  goodes,"  p.  30. 

Another  boy  John  says,  that  even  before  his  marriage — to  save  his 
father  from  the  penalty  of  a  Bond — his  girl  "  beynge  a  bigge  woman,  and 

^  A  poorer  boy  is  also  sent  to  school  away  from  home,  p.  19,  On  'Education  in 
Early  England,'  see  my  Forewords  to  tlie  Babees  Book  (or  Manners  and  Meals),  E.  E. 
T.  Soc. ,  also  to  Queene  Elizabethes  Achademy,  and  p.  182-6  of  Starkey's  Dialogue 
between  Pole  and  Lupset,  E.  E.  T.  S.,  1870. 

^  See  p,  28  for  another  instance  of  disagreement  with  a  father-in-law. 

^  See  also  p.  21,  where  Peter  won't  take  drink  from  Alice. 

^  As  to  London,  compare  Katherine  Strete's  case  in  the  Supplement,  p.  185,  de- 
position of  Wm.  Sidall. 
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the  said  John  but  a  child,  she  delt  shrewdlie  with  liym  :  and  that  made 
hym  to  cast  his  love  so  from  her,  that  yf  hit  had  not  bene  for  savinge  of 
the  band  [Bond],  he  wold  never  have  marled  her,"  p.  9.  A  boy  at  school 
writes  to  his  mother-in-law  and  aunt  to  his  bride,  *'  that  if  his  father  wold 
have  hym  to  take  her  as  his  wief,  he  wold  rather  be  banished  out  of  the 
Cuntrey,"  p.  38. 

When  the  children  of  gentlefolk  dwelt  apart  after  their  early  mar- 
riages, they  yet  dined  and  supt  together  occasionally,  and  foregatherd 
at  Christmas  merriments  and  other  guestnings  (p.  17,  18,  43,  48).  I 
should  like  to  have  seen  how  the  little  married  folk  treated  one 
another,  and  how  they  were  made  much  of  by  parents  and  friends,  at 
table,  in  dances,  games,  &c.  ^ :  and  whether  they  -were  demure,  and  fild 
with  the  consciousness  of  their  wedded  state,  or  rompt  and  flirted  Avitli 
other  children,  turnd  jealous,  and  got  into  pets,  &c.  When  chicks  act  a 
Marriage  now,  how  do  the  bride  and  her  groom  behave  for  the  rest  of  the 
evening?  If  only  the  Lord  Mayor  would  marry  a  hundred  couples  for 
the  one  evening,  at  his  next  children's  Christmas  party,  it  would  be  a 
pretty  sight,  and  an  interesting  character-study. 

Well ;  w-lien  the  girl  became  12,  and  the  boy  14,  either  of  them  could, 
by  suit  in  the  Bishop's  Court,  avoid  their  child-marriage,  if  it  had  not 
been  completed  by  dwelling- together,  kissing,  giving  of  tokens,  treating 
one  another  as  man  and  wife,  or  copulation.  To  the  27  cases  in  which 
marriage  was  a  failure  in  the  diocese  of  Chester  in  1561-6,  we  owe  tlie 
records  printed  below.  No  doubt  scores  of  others  ended  happily  ;  the 
child-husband  and  -wife  just  livd  on  together,  and — when  they  had 
reacht  their  years  of  discretion,  (girls  12,  boy  14)  or  attaind  puberty — 
ratified  their  marriage  by  sleeping  in  one  bed  and  having  children 
(p.  203).  But  if  either  objected,  he  or  she  was  free  to  marry  before 
11  le  Bishop's  Court  pronounst  their  Divorce,^ — see  Lord  Euryo's  case 
below,  p.  xxiv-vii, — tho  the  new  spouse  could  hardly  feel  sure  that  the 
rejected  one  hadn't  proof  of  the  ratification  of  the  lirst  marriage,  which 
would  have  invalidatod  the  second.     The  proceedings   in  the  Bishop's 

^  Mr.  Earwakor  Rays  he  could  give  me  several  instances  of  this  if  it  were  not  that 
tliev'd  make  these  Forewords  too  long.  No  fear  of  that,  so  long  as  tho  matter  is  fresh 
ana  good. 

'-'  Mr.  Earwaker  writes,  "This  is  not  so.  Neitlier  could  marry  till  the  Divorc6 
had  been  granted."  I  hold  to  Lord  Eurye's  case,  and  reject  Mr.  Karwakor'a  dictum. 
Swinburne  says  only,  Spaanals,  p.  81,  "nor  is  leithcrj  to  he  licon8«!d  to  marry  else- 
wlicre  in  the  mean  time"  ;  but  this  implies  only  advis<!ability,  not  illcgnlity.  Mr. 
Earwaker,  however,  maintains  Ids  point,  and  adds:  "  If  this  were  so,  there  was  no 
occasion  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  procuring  thosti  divorces  in  the  Spiritual 
Courts.  I  am  sure  that  no  marriage  couM  possibly  be  valid  until  the  Divorce  hud 
been  granted  and  enrolled."    (How  obstinate  sumo  folk  are !)    See  note,  ]).  xxv. 
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Court  ought  to  have  been  taken  soon  after  either  child  attaind  the  age 
of  consent  (girl  12,  boy  14) ;  but  if  the  party  seeking  relief  was  poor,  the 
suit  could  be  brought  later.  On  p.  12  below,  one  girl's  father  "  beynge 
askid  whi  the  said  Joane  did  not  begin  her  sute  afore,  he  sais  that 
she  was  poor,  and  had  no  money ;  and  nowe  she  hath  gotten  somwliat 
in  Service,  and  nowe  spendes  hit  in  triall  of  the  Lawe."  If  the 
parties  are  to  be  rich,  and  family  property  is  concernd,  the  Ratifica- 
tion of  the  marriage  is  sometimes  recorded  in  the  Bisliop's  Court,  after 
Depositions  made  by  witnesses  as  to  the  children's  ages,  p.  49 — 52  below  ; 
and  the  Dissent  is  also  a  formal  matter.  In  one  case  (p.  44),  '*ther  was 
diverse  daie-holdinges  to  get  them  [the  wedded  children]  to  abide 
together;  which  they  [the  relatives  and  friends]  never  cold  bringe  to 
passe";  in  another  (p.  41-2),  the  boy  disclaims  before  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  :  "the  said  Roland,  within  a  smale  while  after  he  was  xiiij  yeares 
of  age,  did,  before  his  ordenarie,  declare,  that  he  would  refuse  to  take  the 
said  Margaret  to  his  wief ;  and  that  he  would  not  consent  to  the  said 
mariage  which  was  solempnized  in  his  minoritie  /."  In  the  case  of  Sir  John 
Southworth's  daughter  Anne,  p.  36-7,  the  boy's  father  comes  to  Sir  John's 
house,  and  asks  little  Anne  "  what  she  could  finde  in  heart  to  doe  con- 
cerninge  the  said  mariage."  Her  father  repeats  the  question,  aud  she 
answers,  '  she  could  not  phansie  the  said  William  ;  and  that  she  wold 
not  consent  to  take  him,  the  said  William,  to  her  husband '  (p.  36).  A 
twelvemonth  after.  Sir  John  asks  the  boy  William  *  what  liking  he  had  of 
her  [Sir  John's  girl  Anne],  and  whether  he  could  so  well  phansie  her  as  to 
have  her  to  wief ' ;  who  made  answere  in  the  presence  of  diverse  worship- 
full,  *  that  he  would  not  haue  her  to  wief,  nor  ratifie  mariage  with  her  in 
any  wise  (p.  36).'     Another  witness  says,  p.  37  : — 

about  S*.  James  day  last  past,  at  my  Lord  Bushops  beinge  at  Sampsbury,^ 
the  said  William,  iu  the  presence  of  diverse  WorshipfiiU,  was  demaundid 
by  sir  John  Sothworth  and  others,  *  whether  he  cold  be  content  to  fansy 
the  said  Anne,  and  take  her  as  his  wief ' :  who  answerid,  that  *  he  wold 
not  take  her  as  his  wief,  biecause  she  had  afore  refusid  him.' 

So  the  boy,  Wm.  Westby,  brought  a  suit  for  Divorce  against  the  girl 
in  the  Bishop's  Court,  and  would  get  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  after  proof 
given  that  their  child-marriage  had  never  been  ratified. 

Now,  before  I  go  on  to  quote  some  of  the  illustrations  of  social  life 
from  the  Trothplights  and  other  Divisions  of  this  volume,  I  think  I  had 
better  deal  with  the  few  other  cases  of  child-marriage  that  have  turnd-up 
in  my  small  search  for  em,  and  quote  Judge  Swinburne  (15  .  .  .  1624)  on 

^  Samlesbury,  a  well-known  old  Lancashire  Hall  of  the  Southworths.— J.  P.  E. 
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the  law  of  the  subject.  But  I  first  notice  the  case  (p.  22)  of  Elizabeth 
Dampart  v.  Thomas  Dampart, — in  which  the  Child-marriage  was  ratified 
by  carnal  intercourse,  the  wife  afterwards  leaving  her  husband,  and  which 
I  suppose  to  be  a  suit  for  Divorce ; — and  the  more  curious  and  interesting 
case  of  Margaret  Stanley  v.  Thomas  Stanley  (both  members  of  county 
families),  in  which  the  loving  young  couple  livd  with  the  bridegroom's 
father  and  mother;  then  the  mother,  *a  straite  woman'  (p.  53,  at  foot), 
or  the  father  and  mother  "  beynge  a  heady  folk,  toke  a  folish  opinion 
agaiust "  the  young  bride,  "  and  almost  clemmid  her  for  defaulte  of 
meate,"  p.  54.     Then  the  girl's  father  gave  her  a  chest,  and 

"  meate,  as  bred,  cheese,  &  other  victualles,  which  she  for  a  tyme  kept 
lockt  in  the  chest,  till  they  [the  mother-  &  father-in-law]  beyng  ware  of 
it,  convaid  the  kay  away  from  her,  &  so  toke  away  her  victualles,  and 
fell  worse  out  with  her,  that  her  father  was  faine  to  fetch  her  home,  for 
feare  she  shold  be  clemmid  [starvd]." — p.  54,  at  top. 

There  seems  to  have  been  an  attempt  at  a  separation  or  divorce 
between  the  young  couple  before  the  parson  (rector)  of  Bury  in  Lanca- 
shire ;  but  as  he  couldn't  divorce  them,  I  suppose  the  young  wife  brought 
her  suit  for  Restitution  of  Conjugal  Rights,  and  not  for  Divorce.  The 
boy  Tom  Stanley,  of  16  or  so,  couldn't  stand  up  to  his  *'  heady"  father 
and  mother,  I  suppose ;  and  England  not  being  then  a  *  free '  country, 
the  neighbours  didn't  shoot  the  old  ruffians. 

§  3.  Now  for  the  other  cases  of  Child-Marriage.  I  do  not  propose  to 
give  these  in  order  of  time,  because  that  plan  would  break  up  John 
Smith's  and  Judge  Swinburne's  quaint  statements,  and  mix  the  Chester 
cases  with  those  from  other  parts.  I  shall  quote,  i.  such  additional 
instances  in  the  diocese  of  Chester  as  I  know  of ;  ii.  that  of  young  Lord 
Eurye  (10-11)  and  Lord  Darcy's  daughter  (4),  from  the  Durham  Deposi- 
tions ;  iii.  give  John  Smith's  Berkeley  and  Bible  cases ;  iv.  Judge 
Swinburne's  from  the  Fathers ;  v.  that  cited  by  Sir  Simonds  d'Ewes,  and 
his  own  case ;  vi.  that  of  Lord  Anglesey's  grandson  in  1673 ;  vii.  others 
from  Notes  and  Queries  and  The  Academy^  and  viii.  from  my  edition  of 
Stubbes's  Anatomy  of  Abuses ,  1593. 

i.  In  the  Diocese  of  Chester.  Our  pioneer  leads  the  van,  with  4 
fresh  cases. 

In  his  Paper  on  this  subject,  before  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Antiquarian  Society  on  Friday,  6  March  1885,  Mr.  J.  P.  Earwaker  cited 
the  additional  cases ^  ^^  (})  Isabel  Orrell,  who  deposed  that  she  could 

*  These,  Mr.  Earwaker  says,  were  only  selected  instances  out  of  a  largo  numlnr  of 
<1ivoruu  canes  which  he  had  met  with  in  his  searches  amongst  the  Consistory-Cuurt 
Records. 
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nbt  perfectly  remember  her  marriage,  but  knew  by  credible  report  that 
it  was  celebrated  in  Turion  Chapel  when  she  was  7  years  old,  and 
when  her  bridegroom  was  of  the  age  of  5  or  6.  (2)  When  Gilbert 
Gerrard  and  Emma  Talbot  were  married  at  Leigh  Church,  the  boy's 
uncle  held  up  the  bridegroom,  who  was  5  years  old,  and  "  spake  the 
words  of  matrimony  for  the  child's  part ;  and  the  woman  " — who  was  not 
6  years  of  age — "  spake  for  herself,  as  she  was  taught."  (3)  John  Rig- 
MARDEN,  at  the  age  of  3,  was  married  to  a  bride  of  5.  He  was  carried  in 
the  arms  of  a  clergyman,  who  coaxt  him  to  repeat  the  words  of  matri- 
mony. Eefore  he  had  got  through  his' lesson,  the  child  declared  he 
would  learn  no  more  that  day.  The  priest  answerd  :  **  You  must  speak 
a  little  more,  and  then  go  play  you."  (4)  In  1582,  Joan  Cijaderton 
(a  Bishop's  daughter)  was,  at  the  age  of  9,  married  to  Richard  Brooke, 
who  had  nearly  completed  his  11th  year;  and  the  marriage  was  ratified 
by  the  consent  of  the  young  folk  in  1586,  as  shown  by  documents  still 
preservd  in  the  Bishop's  Registry  at  Chester.  Joan's  father  was  Wm. 
Chaderton,  successively  Bishop  of  Chester  and  Lincoln,  and  a  well-known 
scholar  and  distinguisht  ecclesiastic  in  Q.  Elizabeth's  reign.  During  his 
residence  in  Manchester, — where  he  and  the  Earl  of  Derby  were  virtual 
rulers  of  the  district, — he  was  notable  for  the  encouragement  he  gave  to 
ministers,  and  for  his  zeal  in  establishing  lectureships  and  daily  morning 
prayer.  His  child  was  married  in  his  own  Bishop's  palace.  Twenty  years 
later.  Sir  Jn.  Harington  tells  us  that  the  Bishop  had  "  no  great  comfort  of 
that  matrimony  "  of  his  only  daughter,  -'  who  was  then  living  apart  from 
her  husband."  "  A  harvest  of  domestic  unhappiness  and  disaster  must 
frequently  have  resulted  from  these  ill-assorted  unions." — Manchester 
Guardian,  March  9,  1885. 

K'ext  comes  the  volume  of  earlier  Depositions — July  1548  to  March 
1550-1 — uneartht  in  the  Diocesan  Registry  at  Chester,  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Price  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Irvine  last  September.  An  infant-marriage  from 
this,  Mr.  Irvine  has  just  printed  in  the  Birkenhead  News  of  Dec.  9, 
1893,  page  6,  column  7.  In  1538  or  '9,  Robert  Parre,  of  Backford,  was 
married  at  the  age  of  three,  to  Elizabeth  Rogerson.  "  He  was  hired  for 
an  apple  bie  his  uncle  to  goe  to  the  Church,"  and  was  borne  thither  "  in 
the  armes  of  Edward  Bunburie  his  uncle  ....  wich  helde  hym  in  hys 
armes  the  tyme  thai  he  was  maried  to  the  said  Elisabethe,  att  which 
tyme  the  saide  Robert  colde  scarce  speke."  The  Depositions  will  be 
printed  in  full  by  Mr.  Irvine  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Price  in  the  volume  they 
will  edit  for  the  Early  English  Text  Society  in  a  year  or  two. 

In  turning  hastily  over  the  leaves  of  the  volume  backwards,  I  notisfc 


§  3.  Other  Cases  of  Child-Mamage.  Lord  Eure  and  Mary  Darcy.  xxiii 

three  other  cases,  a.  (Piccope's  JN"©.  67)  If.  127-8,  Harie  Accars,  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  with  his  child-wife  Jane,  was  "abowt  the  age  off 
viij  yeres,  and  the  said  Jane  about  iiij'  or  v*  yeres  old."  She  de2)oses 
*'  thai  both  she  and  hyr  husbonde  dwellid  at  liyr  father  after  the  said 
matrimonie,  the  space  off  xij  yeris  /  but  she  was  neuer  niyndit  to  liaue 
liym,  nor  he  hyr,  off  all  that  space."  h.  (Piccope's  ]S[o.  37)  Just  before 
Corpus  Christi  day  in  33  Hen.  VIII.  (the  Tlmrsday  week  after  Whit- 
Sunday,  1541),  Alexander  Woodward,  when  married  to  liis  wife  Cicelie, 
in  the  parish  church  of  AVigan,  was  "  vnder  the  age  off  eghte  yeris," 
"and  Cicelie  abowt  the  age  off  x  yeris  and  vnder  a  xj."  c.  (Piccope's 
No.  23)  In  about  1539,  John  and  Ellen  Aynscoe,  at  their  marriage,  were 
both  "  vnder  the  age  off  xij  yeris." 

Mr.  Earwaker  tells  me  that  "a  great  many  instances  of  Child- 
Marriages  might  be  given  from  the  Inquisitiones  i^ost  moi-tem,  taken  after 
the  deaths  of  persons  holding  lands  under  the  Crown,  or,  in  the  case  of 
Cheshire,  under  the  Palatine  Earls.  It  is  by  no  means  unfrequeut  to 
read  that  so  and  so  was  heir  to  his  father,  and  then  aged,  say,  ten  years* 
and  was  already  married."  ^  Mr.  Ponsonby  Lyons  says  the  real  things 
to  search  are  the  Inquisitions  in  the  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries :  this 
must  be  true.  Let  the  next  Editor  of  a  Child-Marriage  volume  work 
them.     Time  fails  me.     (For  the  Duke  of  York's  case,  see  Notes,  p.  Ixx.) 

ii.  A.D.  1541.  Child -Marriage  at  Eynsham,  Oxfordshire:  girl  4,  boy 
10-11.  Divorce  of  the  parties,  3  Nov.  1554.  The  boy  married  another 
girl  in  or  about  1548.  Mary  Darcye,  daughter  of  Lord  Darcye,  v. 
William,  Lord  Eure.  (From  ^^Depositions  and  other  Ecclesiastical  Pro- 
ceedings from  the  Courts  of  Durham,  extending  from  1311  to  the  Reign 
of  Elizabeth:'     Surtees  Society,  1845,  p.  54-8). 

^  The  following  cases  I've  seen  in  a  hasty  run  thro  vol.  i.  of  the  Lane,  ami  Cheshire 
Record  Soc.  Lancashire  Inquintions  : 

Pt.  i,  p.  149.  Richard  IFalmisley,  died  23  Oct.  last  [1609] ;  and  Richard,  liis 
son  and  lieir,  who  was  married  to  Elliite  Gcrrard  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  is  now 
[4  Jan.  1609-10]  aged  11  years,  4  months  and  19  days  .  .  . 

Pt.  i,  p.  168.  Edward  Stanley  died  at  Aighton,  30  March  last  [1610].  Bridget, 
Ins  wife,  yet  survives  at  Aighton  ;  and  Peter  Stanley,  his  son  and  heir,  wlio  was 
married  in  his  father's  lifetime  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Tlwmas  IVooilfaU,  is  now 
[9  Oct.  1610]  aged  11  years,  2  months,  and  13  days. 

In  Part  ii.  is  one  case:  ChristopJwr  Anderson  died  2  Dec.  last  past  [1019],  and 
Chrishpher,  his  son  and  next  heir,  is  'aged,  at  the  time  of  taking  this  Innuisition 
[21  March,  1619-20],  12  years,  1  montli,  and  11  days,  and  not  more.  'Ihe  said 
Christopher  (the  son)  married  at  Lostocke,  in  his  father's  lifetime,  A<jncs,  daughter  of 
John  Preston,  Esq.,  which  Agnes  is  now  aged  12  years  and  more.' — p.  164.  (Tho 
Imiuisition  of  Henry  Southworth,  who  died  at  Samlosbury  on  24  Jan.  1616-16,  is  at 
p.  292-3).     I  cannot  see  any  instance  of  a  Child-Marriage  in  Part  III. 

In  the  Yorkshire  In/fuisifions,  i.  102,  is  one  case  in  1265.  Roger  de  Morlny,  or 
Merley,  had  3  daughters  and  heirs  :  the  third,  8  years  ohl,  nnd  she  was  married 
before  his  death  to  the  son  and  heir  of  l^Iarmaduke  do  Tuengo  (Thweng). 


xxiv     §  3.  Child-Marriage  Divorce:   Lord  Eure  and  Mary  Darcy, 

LV.  Extracts  from  "Processus  Divortii  inter  Mariam  Darcye, 
iiliam  domini  Georgii  Darcye,  Domini  Darcye,  et  Williclmum 
Dominum  Eure."  ^     [Reg.  Pilkington,  f.  61,  b.  &c.] 

Willielmus  Farefaxe  de  Alne  in  com.  Ebor.  arniiger,  setatis  circiter 
xxviij  annoiuin,  testis  super  libellum  per  partem  Mariae  Darcye,  alias 
Eiiers,  unius  filiarum  domini  Georgii  Darcye,  Domini  Darcye,'^  contra 
Willielnnim  Euers,  Dominum  Euers,  judicialiter  oblatus,  productus,  ad- 
missus,  juratus — dicit,  quod  dictam  Mariam  Darcye,  alias  Eurye,  a 
nativitate  sua,  et  dictum  Willielmum  Dominum  Eurye  per  tluodecim 
annos,  vel  circiter^  bene  novit. 

Super  primo  articulo  examiiiatus,  dicit,  (piod  artieulus  continet  in  se 
veritatem.  Interrogatus  de  causa  scientise  sua3,  he  saithe  that  he  was 
presente  at  the  solemnizacit)n  had  beytween  the  parties  articulate,  in  the 
said  parislie  churche  of  Eynsham,  and  see  all  rites  and  cerymonies  used 
and  doon  betwixt  them,  as  is  commonlye  doon  bytwixt  man  and  wife  at 
the  solemnizacion  of  matrimonye ;  savinge  that  one  Marye,  beinge  nursse 
to  the  said  Marye  Darcye,  articulate,  at  that  tyme,  did  first  speke  the 
wordes  of  matrimonye,  and  the  said  Marye  Darcye  did  repete  them  after 
her;  presentibus  tunc  ibidem,  Thoma  Matham  armigero,  Petro  Hoothorne 
generoso,  Eicardo  Allerton  yoman,  et  multis  aliis. 

^  He  was  the  second  Baron  :  see  Cokayne's  admirable  Peerage^  iii.  293  :  Eure 
[or  Evers].  II,  1548.  2  William  (Eure),  Lord  Eure,  grandson  and  heir,  being 
son  and  heir  of  Sir  Ralph  Eure,  Warden  of  tlie  East  Marches,  by  Margery,  da.  of 
Sir  William  Bowes,  of  Streatham  ;  which  Ralph  was  s.  and  h.  ap.  of  the  first  Lord, 
but  was  slain  v.  p.  by  the  Scots,  6  March  1544-5,  at  the  battle  of  Ancruin  moor. 
He  was  h.  27  Feb.  1530-1,*  was  Warden  of  the  Middle  Marches,  temp.  Ed.  VL,  Mary 
and  Eliz. ,  and  was  Capt.  of  Berwick  Castle;  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to 
negotiate  with  Scotland  in  1587.  He  was  contracted  in  marriage  (at  his  age  of  11, 
the  lady  being  but  4),  at  Eynsham,  Oxon,  in  1541,  to  Mary,  da.  of  George  (Darcy), 
Lord  Darcy,  by  Dorothy,  da.  and  h.  of  Sir  John  Melton,  of  Aston,  co.  York. 
This  contract  was,  however,  set  aside  by  decree  at  Durham,  3  Nov.  1554.  He  then 
on.  before  l.'SS  [?  had  previously  married,  by  or  before  1548:  he  could  legally 
repudiate  his  Child-marriage  when  he  was  14,  that  is,  in  1544],  Margaret,  da.  of  Sir 
Edward  Dymoke,  of  Scrivelsby,  co.  Lincohi,  Knight  Banneret  [Cliampion  of  Eng- 
land], by  Anne,  da.  of  Sir  George  Talboys.  She  was  hitr.  15  Sept.  1591,  at  Ingleby, 
CO.  Lincoln.  He  d.  12,  and  was  hur.  there  13  Feb.  1593/4.  Will  dat.  22  Dec.  1592. 
Inq.  post  mortem,  24  Sept.  1594,  at  Stokelsey,  co.  York. 

■-  See  Cokayne,  Peerage,  iii.  20  : — 

DARCY,  DARCY  DE  DARCY,  or  DARCY  AND  MEINILL. 
Sometimes  {erronemcsly)  called  Darcy  of  Aston, 
Barony  in  1.  SiR  George  Darcy,  s.  and  h.  of  Thomas,  Lord  Darcy,  next  above 
l^lsTs'^  named,  by  his  1st  wife,  Dowsabel,  da.  and  h.  of  Sir  Richard  Tempest,  cf 
Ridlesdale,  co.  Northumberland,  was  Knighted  at  the  battle  of  Flodden, 
9  Sept.  1513,  and  was,  ten  years  after  his  father's  death,  restored  in  blood  by  Act  of 
Pari,  (1548)  2  Edw,  VL  to  the  dignity  of  Baron  Darcy,  "to  him  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body."  He  m.,  before  1537,  Dorothy,  da.  and  h.  of  Sir  John  Melton  of 
Aston  (hence  the  designation  of  the  Barony  as  "Darcy  of  Aston"),  co.  York,  by 
Catharine,  da.  of  Sir  Hugh  Hastings  of  Fenwick.  She,  who  was  aged  38  at  the 
death  of  her  father,  26  Feb.  1544/5,  died  before  her  husband,  and  was  bur.  at  Brayton 
{not  Bempston),  co,  York.  He  d.  28  Aug.  1557,  desiring,  in  his  will,  to  be  hicr. 
there. 

*  Later  information  from  Mr.  Cokayne.    Tlie  printed  text  says  1530. 
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Super  secundo  articulo  examinatus,  dicit,  quod  continet  in  se  veri- 
tatem.  Interrogatus  de  causa  scientiae  suae,  he  saithe,  that  the  said 
Marye  Darcye,  alias  Eurye,  articulate,  was,  at  the  soleinnisacion  of  the 
matrimonye,  caryed  in  hir  nurse  arnies,  and  could  scarse  well  speke  the 
■\vordes  of  matrymonye  at  the  said  solemnizacion  after  the  teachinge  of 
hir  nursse,  as  he  hathe  byfore  deposed.  And  he  saithe  that  he  herd  at 
that  tynie  S"  Raff  Eurye,  father  to  the  said  Lord  Eurye,  saye  that  the 
said  William  Lord  Eurye  was  ten  yeres  old,  and  no  more. 

Super  tertio  articulo  examinatus,  dicit,  quod  articulus  continet  in  se 
veritatem.  Interrogatus  de  causa  scientiae  suae,  he  saithe,  that  the  said 
William  Lord  Eurye  and  she  never  sawe  togither,  nor  came  in  companyo 
togither  at  any  tyme  save  ons,  synce  the  said  Marye  came  to  thaige  of 
xij  yers ;  and  at  that  tyme  he  is  well  assured  she  woold  scarse  looke  or 
speke  to  the  said  l^ord  Eurye,  but  at  his  desyer  and  request.  And 
further  saithe,  that  byfor  that  tyme,  by  the  space  of  a  yere  at  the  leaste, 
tlie  said  William  Lorde  Eurye  was  marycd  to  an  other  woman,i  so  that 
she  had  the  lesse  occasion  to  cast  hir  favor  unto  hym. 

Super  quarto  articulo  examinatus,  dicit,  quod  articulus  continet  in  se 
veritatem,  so  longe  as  he  contynuithe  in  Eyton,  in  Pikeringe  Lyth,  wher 
he  now  remaynethe. 

Petrus  Hothorne,  serviens  domini  Georgii  Darcye,  Domini  Darcye 
de  Aston,  aetatis  circiter  xxviij  annorum. — He  saithe,  that  he  was  presente 
in  the  said  parishe  churche  of  Eynsham,  and  see  when  the  solemnizacion 
of  matrymonye  was  had  betwen  the  parties  articulate,  and  did  also  here 
and  see  all  other  ryts  and  ceremonies  doon  and  ministred  at  that  tyme,  as 
is  commonlye  used  and  doon  in  all  mariages,  savinge  tliat  the  said  Marye 
n)arcye,  alias  Eurye,  spake  the  wordes  of  matrymonye  as  hir  nurse,  who 
liad  liir  tlien  in  hir  amies,  taught  hir. — 

Dicit,  that  the  said  Marye  was,  at  the  said  solempnizacion,  not  above 
foure  yeres  of  age ;  for  she  was  not  able  well  to  go  nor  speke,  but  as  she 
was  caryed  and  taught  by  hir  nurse,  wlio  caryed  hir  in  liir  amies  to  the 
churche,  and  there  taught  hir  what  she  shuld  saye,  as  ho  liaithe  byfore 

^  "See  my  note  on  p.  5,"  writes  Mr.  Earwaker.  "If  this  second  marriage  had 
taken  place  or  not,  it  was  invalid  until  the  divorce  had  been  pronounced.  Else  why 
trouble  to  get  a  divorce  ? "  Why,  to  stop  questions  arising  thereafter.  I  do  not 
admit  that  the  validity  of  the  2nd  marriage  depend*  d  on  the  Divorce  from  the  first, 
bei.ause  tlie  1st  was  only  a  void  marriage,  turnable  into  a  valid  one  by  the  doing  of 
(;ertiin  acts.  If  these  acts  were  never  done, — if  there  was  no  dwelling  together, 
token-giving,  kissing,  or  copulation, — the  void  first  marriage  remaind  void,  and 
<lidn't  and  couhln't  stand  in  the  way  of  a  valid  2nd  marriage,  us  a  prior  Trothplight 
between  older  folk  would  have  done.  But  tho  the  first  marriage  was  voi*!,  it  was  of 
course  sensible  of  persons  of  position  and  property,  to  prevent  any  futtnts  nuestion 
arising,  and  to  have  this  void  wedding  declare<l  null  by  the  Bishop's  Court.  I  think 
Mr.  Earwaker  plainly  wrong  on  this  point.  But  he  won't  give  in.  Ho  writes  :  •'  I 
ditr»'r  from  you  on  this  point  entirely,  The9<j  'child  marriages'  wore  ab«iolutely 
binding  marriages,  and  no  further  ceremony  was  roquired  to  make  the  parties  *  man 
and  wife '  for  their  lives.  They  had  simply  to  come  together  when  thoy  reached  their 
'years  of  discretion.'  But  if  they  wislied  to  contract  another  marriage,  or  to  be  freo 
from  one  another,  they  were  obliged  to  get  a  separation  or  divorce  from  tho  Spiritual 
( V)urt,  and  so  annul  the  first  and  bin<ling  marriage.  Many  of  tho  iieoplo  in  tlio  casea 
you  print  were  i)oor,  and  held  no  'position'  or  rank  whatever." 
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deposed.  And  he  saithe,  that  lie  hatlie  herd  M""  William  Hotham 
esquier, — who  was  the  doer  in  all  things  for  the  niakinge  of  the  said 
marriage, — and  others  at  tliat  tynie  that  the  said  mariage  was  solempnized, 
saye,  that  the  said  William  Lord  Eurje  was  then  ahoute  ten  yeres  of  age. — 

Dicit,  that  he  haithe  dwelt  in  house  with  the  said  Lord  Darcye,  lather 
to  the  said  Marye,  ever  sence  the  said  Marye  Darcye  cam  to  thage  of  xij 
yeres,  and  long  byfore,  where  she,  the  said  Marye,  haithe  ben  con- 
tynuallye  ever-sence  his  commiiige.  And  he  saithe,  that  the  said  Lor«l 
Eurye  was  neuer  with  her  at  any  tyme,  save  twyse,  sence  she  came  to  xij 
yeres  of  age ;  and  at  the  one  tyme  she  wold  not  spoke  with  hym  nor  see 
hyra  ;  and  at  thoder  tyme,  when  they  met  togither,  the  said  Lord  Eurye 
wold  have  kissed  hir,  and  she  refused  so  to  do,  and  went  frome  hym. 
Further  he  saithe,  that  he  could  never  see  nor  perceyve  any  token  of 
favor  that  she  bare  towardes  the  said  Lord  Eurye,  sence  she  came  to  xij 
yeres  of  age,  but  haithe  herd  her  at  dyvers  tymes  say  that  she  wold  never 
have  hym. — 

Ricardus  AUerton,  de  Swyne  in  Holdernes,  setatis  circiter  Ix  anno- 
rum. — He  saithe  that  he  was  presente  in  the  parishe  church  of  Eynsham, 
articulate,  about  xij  or  xiij  yeres  ago,  and  see  [the]  said  Marye  Darcye, 
alias  Eurye,  and  the  said  William  Lord  Eurye  solempnyse  matrymonye 
togither ;  and  did  then  and  there  see  all  other  rytes  and  ceremonyes  doon 
and  used  as  is  common  lye  doon  at  all  mariages ;  savinge  that  the  said 
Marye  Darcye  was  so  yonge  that  she  could  not  speke  the  Avordes  of 
matrymonye,  but  as  hir  nursse,  who  had  hir  in  hir  armes,  tauglit  hyr. — 
He  saithe  he  haithe  knowen  the  said  Marye  Darcye  ever  sence  she  was 
born ;  and  he  is  well  assured  that  she  was  not  past  foure  yeres  of  age  at 
the  said  mariage.  As  for  the  said  Lord  Eurye,  he  saithe  that  he  haith 
herd  Sir  Raff  Eurye  his  father,  and  one  Davyson  his  servaunte,  saye,  thiit 
the  said  Lord  Darcye  was,  at  the  said  solempnizacion,  but  x  yeres  olde, 
or  a  xj  at  the  most. — 

He  saithe  he  could  never  perceve,  or  here  tell  of,  any  favor  that  the 
said  Marye  Darcye  shuld  here  towardes  the  said  William  Lord  Eurye, 
sence  she  came  to  xij  yeres  of  age. — He  lyvethe  at  Eyton,  in  Pickeringe 
Lyth,  whiche  is  notoriouslye  knowen  to  be  of  the  dioces  and  jurisdiction 
of  York. 

[^Letter  of  George  Lord  Darcye,  with  Ids  and  his  Daughter's  consent  to 
the  Divorce,  and  authorizing  a  Proctor  to  act  for  herJ\ 
Tenor  vero  literarum  domini  Georgii  Darcye,  Domini  Darcye,  judici- 
aliter,  ut  prsefertur,  exhibitarum,  sequitur  in  hsec  verba  : — 

To  my  very  lovinge  frende,  Master  John  Shillito,  at  Yorke,  deliver 
this.  After  hertie  commendacions.  Where,  by  the  opynyon  of  counsell 
learned,  is  thought  requisite  that  a  divorce  be  sewed  between  the  Lord 
Euers  and  Marye  Darcye,  one  of  my  doughters,  for  the  more  clere  ex- 
tinguishmente  of  a  mariage  solempnized  betwixt  them  in  their  infancies, 
thes  shalbe  therfor  to  signifie  you,  that  bothe  I  and  my  said  doughter  ar 
contented  and  wollinge  that  tlie  said  divorcement  be  had  and  doon,  with 
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convenyente  speJe  ;   and  doo  require  you  to  be  proctour  for  my  said 
doughter  in  that  by  half. 

Ye  have  here,  enclosed,  an  answer  to  certayn  instructions.  And  what 
instruniente  or  pr<>xye  you  sh.'dl  devise  for  your  further  procedinge  in  the 
premisses,  I  and  my  said  dougliter  shall  signe  and  seale,  and  shall  ratefie, 
a{)prove,  and  contirme  your  lawfull  doings  therein  accordinglie ;  and  the 
ordinarye  charges  herof,  and  also  your  paynes,  shalbe  thanckfullye  con- 
sidered, by  Gods  grace,  who  kepe  you !  Frome  Aston,  this  xxvij**"  of 
August,  Anno  1554.  Your  lovinge  frende,  G.  Dareye, 

Marye  Dareye. 

[Sentence  of  Divorce  pronounced  3  !N"ov.  1554,  by  Dr.  John  Dakyn, 
Canon  Residentiary  of  York,  in  the  absence  of  the  Dean,  on  behalf  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  York,  the  Guardians  of  the  Spiritual  Jurisdiction, 
the  See  of  York  being  vacant.] 

Canon  Raine  tells  me  there  are  more  Depositions  about  Child-Mar- 
ringes,  &c.,  in  the  Diocesan  Registry  at  York,  and  he  hopes  that  the 
Surtees  Society  will  soon  issue  a  volume  or  two  of  them. 

A.D.  1289.     Boy  and  Girl  married  at  8,  are  Father  and  Mothei"  lefore 

they  are  14. 
iii.    In  his  Lives  of  the  Berkeleys}  1618  (ed.  1883),  i.  224-5,  John 
Smith,  of  Nibley,  says  of  Maurice,  tlie  third  Lord  : — 

"  Then  was  this  lord  Maurice  born  in  the  year  1281,  being  the  ninth 
of  King  Edward  the  first,  and  near  the  month  of  Aprill  wherein  his 
grandfather  the  lord  Maurice  dyed ;  And  was,  by  his  father  the  last  lord 
Tiiomas,  marryed  at  eight  yeares  old,  in  the  17th.  of  that  King,  to  Eve, 
(laughter  of  Ewdo  lord  Zouch  and  of  the  Lady  Millicent  de  monte  alto 
liis  wife  ;  and  was  by  her  made  father  of  Thomas,  his  eldest  son,  before 
h'-e  man  fourteen  years  old  hirii'ielf:   Neither  was   his   wife  above   that 

or'' . : .  .  . 

The  worthy  Smith  then  cites  par.illel  instances  from  the  Bible  stories : — 
Boy  (King  Josiah)  13. 

"  2  Kings.  23.  26.  Sutable  is  that  of  King  Josiah,  whom  y«  holy 
scripture  doth  assure  us  to  be  but  thirty  nine  years  old  when  hee  dyed  : 
Tliat  at  eight  years  old  he  began  to  roigne,  and  raignod  one  and  thirty 
years.  And  sith,  (as  the  text  sayth,)  his  son  Eliakim  was  twenty  five 
yuars  old  when  ho  began  to  raigne  after  his  fathers  death,  Then  coidd 
not  Josiah  exceed  fourteen  yeares  when  his  sonne  was  fwm. 

Boy  {King  Ahaz)  11. 
"  2  Kings  :  16  :  2.  cliap.  18.  2.    In  like  sort  we  are  assured  by  the  same 
holy  Authority,  That  King  Aliaz  lived  Imt  tliirty  six  yeares  in  the  wljole  ; 
J'iiat  hee  was  twenty  years  old  when  hoe  began  to  raigne,  and  raigued 

*  Mr.  Graliam  Wallas  kiudly  rcferd  me  to  tho  book. 
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Sixteen  years,  And  that  his  son  Ezechias  was  25  years  old  at  his  fathers 
death :  Then  it  must  needs  follow  that  Ahaz  was  7iiarryed  and  heijat 
Ezechias  at  Eleven  years  old  or  before. 

King  Solomon  1 1 . 

"  1  Kings.  11  :  42  ;  et  ch :  14  vers.  21.  In  like  sort  it  is  generally 
taken  by  Jewe  and  Christian,  (and  but  fewe  think  otherwise,)  That 
•Solomon  came  to  his  crowne  at  twelve  years  old ;  and  the  Text  saith  hee 
raigned  but  iburty,  and  soe  dyed  at  fifty  two  :  And  when  Rehoboam  his 
son,  who  imediately  succeeded  his  Father,  began  to  raigne,  hee  was  one 
and  fourty  years  old ;  then  could  Salomon  hee  hut  Eleven  years  old  at 
most,  when  he  begat  Rehoboam. 

*'I  approve  not  of  this  match  of  this  lord  Maurice,  by  the  examples 
of  the  former  matches,  with  any  desire  that  the  nuptiall  bed  should  soe 
soone  be  known ;  but  by  instanceing  those  of  authenticall  verity,  to  lett 
in  esier  beleafe  to  what  I  find  of  this  lord  :  With  whom  my  small  reading 
could  paralel  more  then  a  dozen  other  parents  which  have  been  fathers 
and  mothers  at  fowerteen  years  :  And  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  do  tell 
us  that  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  brought  forth  our  Saviour  at  fifteen 
years  old,  or  under." 

Smith  also  gives  two  other  instances  of  Child-Marriage  in  the  Berkeley 

^^""^^^  •  1338  :  hoy  and  girl  8. 

In  the  'Life  of  Maurice  the  Fourth,  Lord  Berkeley,'  Smith  says,  i. 
364:— 

"  In  the  12th  year  of  that  king  [Edw.  IIL  1338-9],  and  tlie  8th  of  his 
age  ....  hee  was  marryed  to  Elizabeth,  daugliter  of  Hugh  lord  Spenser, 
then  about  eight  years  old  ....  But,  though  thus  maryed  at  eight,  yet 
had  hee  no  issue  by  her  till  about  .12.  or  .13.  years  after." 

1366:  hoy  U^,  girl  7. 

Thomas  the  Fourth,  Lord  Berkeley,  was  married  [a.d.  1366],  at  about 
fourteen  and  a  half,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Gerrard  Warren,  Lord  de 
Lisle,  at  about  seven  (Smith :  Lives,  ii.  2,  3). 

Maurice  the  Sixth,  ''Anno  1484,  then  in  the  17th  year  of  his  age, 
hee  was,  by  his  fathers  means,  marryd  to  a  gentlewoman  of  his  own  age  " 
(Lives,  ii.  641). 

St.  Jerome  tells  of  a  boy  father  at  10-11. 

iv.  On  this  point.  Judge  Swinburne  writes,  Spousals,  p.  52-4  : — 

"An  ancient  Father  of  the  Church,  of  no  less  Learning  than  Credit, 

Jerome  by  name,  wiiteth  thus 

'  The  Lord  is  my  Witness,  I  do  not  lye,  a  certain  Woman, 

when  she  had  nourished  an  abject  Child  {expositum  infantem),  and  fed 
him  with  Meat,  and  performed  the  duty  of  a  Nurse,  with  whom  also  the 
Child  did  lye  till  he  was  Ten  years  old ;  it  fell  out  that  (more  than 
modesty  will  suffer)  the  Woman  gorged  her  self  with  sweet  Wine,  and 
being  inflamed  with  Lust,  provoked  the  Child  by  her  unchast  Motions  to 
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commit  the  Act :  the  first  Drunkenness  being  iterated  the  second  Niglit, 
caused  a  Custom  of  the  other  Nights  following.  But  ere  two  Months 
were  past,  behold  her  Belly  began  to  swell.  What  will  ye  have  more  1 
by  the  Providence  of  (xod  it  came  to  pass,  that  slie  that  did  abuse  the 
simplicity  of  the  Infant,  to  the  Contempt  of  God,  was  discovered  by  the 
Lord  of  Nature.' " 

St.  Gregory  of  a  hoy  father  at  9-10.     Boece,  of  a  Girl  ravisht  at  8. 

Gregory  likewise,  in  a  certain  Dialogue,  doth  witness  of  a  Boy  in  his 
time,  which  being  of  the  Age  of  Nine  years,  begot  his  Nurse  with  Child, 
whose  Testimony  is  without  exception  received  for  true.  Albericus 
Girl  maketh  mention  of  a  young  Damosel  in  his  time,  who  being  of 

a^Mother  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  Nine  years,  brought  forth  a  Child.  Hostiensis  re- 
porteth.  That  in  the  Castle  of  S.  Michael,  within  the  Diocess  where  he 
Boy  dwelt,  a  Boy  of  Ten  or  Eleven  years  begot  a  Child.  Henry  Boich 
a^fHtiier  ^^^  Couutrymau,  and  of  all  Canonists  the  most  methodical,  telleth 
us  of  a  Child,  which  was  defloured  in  his  time  when  she  was  but  Eight 
years  of  Age. 

How  many  years  old  was  Solomon  when  he  begot  Rehoboam  of  the 
About  Daughter  of  Pharaoh  1  or  Ahab  when  he  begot  Ezechiah  of  Abiah, 
^^'^^-  the  Daughter  of  Zechariah'?  By  the  testimony  of  sundry,  both 
Divines,  Canonists  and  Civilians,  the  Fathers  were  not  past  Ten  or 
Eleven  when  they  begot  these  children.  The  Histories  are  rich  and 
plentifully  furnished  with  such  Examples. — SpomalSf  p.  52-4. 

1606.  v.  Child-Man'iage  under  14  :  Husband  incompetent. 
In  Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes's  Autohiography ,  i.  87-9  (1845),  he  says: 
*'  in  tlie  year  1606,  when  the  Earl  of  Essex  was  scarce  fourteen  years  old, 
he  [the  Earl  of  Suffolk]  caused  the  espousals  to  be  solemnized  between 
him  and  the  Lady  Frances,  his  second  daughter,  about  thirteen  years  old, 
and  then  a  most  sweet  and  delicate  lady.  It  seems  the  Earl  of  Essex 
made  choice  of  her,  for  else  her  younger  sister  named  Katherine,  after 
married  to  William  Earl  of  Salisbury,  had  been  much  the  fitter  spouse 
for  him.  Certainly  this  first  bred  the  coals  of  discontent  between  tiiem, 
that  the  Earl  of  Essex  was  unfit  to  pay  the  rites  of  marriage  for  many 
years  after  she  was  ready  to  receive  them.  They  lived  about  four  years 
after  they  were  man  and  wife,  separated  from  the  very  converse  of  each 
other;  by  which,  doubtless  a  great  estrangement  and  alienation  of  affec- 
tions was  wrought  between  them.  Afterwards,  in  the  year  1610,  when 
they  were  first  suffered  to  be  together,  the  Earl  was  a  mere  boy,  and  little 
])a8t  eighteen,  and  so  unable  to  consummate  liis  forcpast  matrinionj. 
This  wjis  a  real  and  true  affliction  to  the  lady ;  for  remedying  wlioreof, 
had  she  first  sought  that  divorce  which  was  afterwards  [in  1613]  pro- 
cured, and  not  satisfied  her  inordinate  lust  by  that  unlawful  means,  she 
had  never  been  plunged  into  that  deluge  of  sin  with  which  she  was  after- 
wanls  overwhelmed.  For,  as  the  Earl's  deficiency  caused  her  distaste  of 
him,  so  her  known  and  common  advowtriea  with  Viscount  Rochester 
caused  him  at  last  to  abhor  her.     And  thoroforoi  she,  fearing  that  her 
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lord  would  seek  some  public  or  private  revenge  agaiust  her  .  .  .  consulted 
and  practised  with  Doctor  Forinan  and  Doctor  Savory,  two  conjurers, 
about  the  poisoning  of  him.  Her  letters  to  the  said  Furman  were  very 
passionate,  that  her  lord  did  yet  thrive,  and  would  survive,  she  feared,  all 
her  good  fortunes,  and  that  therefore  she  desired  the  hastening  of  his 
end  ....  this  made  the  Commissioners,  in  the  year  1613,  hasten  the 
divorce  between  the  said  Earl  and  the  Lady  Frances  ....  he  did  freely 
confess  that  he  could  never  know  his  said  wife." 

She  procured  the  poisoning  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury  for  threatening 
to  make  known  her  adultery  with  Rochester,  who  was  afterwards  made 
Earl  of  Somerset,  and  whom  she  married  in  1614.  They  were  both 
condemnd  to  death  for  Overbury's  murder,  but,  by  the  influence  of  her 
father,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  with  Queen  Anne  and  Villiers,  were  pardond. 
Their  daughter,  Anne,  was  born  before  their  trials,  on  24  May,  1616. 

1626.  CUld-Mamage  of  a  Girl  13J-U  :  Husband  23-4. 
On  24  Oct.  1626,  Anne  Clopton,  nearly  14,  married  Sir  Simonds 
D'Ewes,  who  was  nearly  24  :  he  was  born  18  Dec.  1602.  D'Ewes  gives 
a  long  and  interesting  account  {Autobiograjjhy,^  i.  306-326,  ed.  1845)  of 
the  negotiations  for  his  marriage  and  its  fulfilment,  from  which  I  take  two 
extracts,  1.  on  his  gift  of  a  'token*  after  the  engagement;  2.  on  his 
forbearance  to  his  child-bride  : — 

1.  **  August  the  31st  [1626].  I  sent  my  servant  over  to  Clare 
[Priory,  where  the  girl's  uncle  lived]  with  a  diamond  carcanet,  to  be 
presented  to  Mistress  Clopton,  and  a  letter  with  it ;  wliicli,  being  the 
only  lines  I  sent  her  during  my  wooing-time,  and  but  short,  I  have 
thought  good  to  insert  in  this  place : 

*  Fairest, 
(A.D.  1626)  Blest  is  the  heart  and  hand  that  sincerely  sends  these  meaner 
lines,  if  another  heart  and  eye  graciously  deign  to  pity  the  wound  of  the 
first,  and  the  numbness  of  the  latter :  and  thus  may  this  other  poor 
inclosed  carcanet,  if  not  adorn  the  purer  neck,  yet  lie  hidden  in  the 
private  cabinet  of  her  whose  humble  sweetness  and  sweet  humility  de- 
serves the  justest  honour,  the  greatest  thankfulness.  Nature  made  stones, 
but  opinion  jewels ;  this,  without  your  milder  acceptance  and  opinion, 
will  prove  neither  stone  nor  jeweL  Do  but  enhappy  him  that  sent  it, 
in  the  ordinary  use  of  it,  who  though  unworthy  in  himself,  resolves  to 
continue  your  humblest  servant,  Simonds  D'Ewes.' 

2.  (p.  328)  "The  day  following  [on  Sept.  20]  I  had  some  serious 
discourse  with  the  old  lady  touching  the  speedy  consummation  of  my 
future  marriage  .  .  .  .  (p.  319)  The  only  objection  arose  from  her  grand- 

^  The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  "Wells,  Lord  Arthur  Hervey,  was  good  enough  to  refer 
me  to  this  case  and  book.  Mr.  Earwaker  tells  me  he  knew  of  this  Dewes  case,  and 
that  it  is  one  of  the  most  curious  instances  extant. 
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child's  tender  years,  which  persuaded  her  to  make  some  long  pause  before 
she  yielded  to  the  consummation  of  her  marriage  :  for  she  did  not  only 
doubt  what  danger  might  ensue  to  her  very  life,  from  her  extreme  youth, 
but  she  was  also  in  some  fear  that  the  very  interest  I  had  already  gained 
in  her  grandchild's  good  will  and  affections,  was  no  solid  or  real  love 
grounded  on  judgment,  and  might  therefore  alter  and  lessen  again  after 
marriage — she  being  at  this  time  but  little  above  thirteen  years  and  a 
half  old.  To  these  objections  I  answered  fully  to  her  own  abundant 
satisfaction ;  that  I  only  desired  to  have  the  marriage  consummated,  and 
would  forbear  to  reap  the  fruits  of  it  till  all  danger  in  that  kind  should 
be  passed ;  which,  through  God's  blessing,  I  afterwards  performed, 
(p.  320)  although  there  were  no  separation  between  us,  it  being  perhaps 
the  first  example  that  ever  was  of  that  kind  ;  and  so  impossible  it  seemed, 
as  others  could  scarcely  be  brought  to  believe  it.  And  for  the  second 
objection,  I  told  her  I  did  not  doubt  but  easily  to  mediate  and  prevent  it ; 
for  the  same  means  I  had  used  to  gain  her  affection  before  I  married  her, 
should  be  continued  afterwards  to  maintain  and  increase  it." 

They  were  accordingly  married  on  Oct.  24,  1626,  in  Blackfriara 
Church. 

1673.     Cliild-Marriage :  Boy  not  8  ;  Girl  about  13. 

vi.  Lord  Anglesey's  Grandson  in  1673.  From  the  Report  of  the 
Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  1893.  Extract  from  the  Diary  of 
the  Earl  of  Anglesey. 

1673,  May  20.  "  This  morning  about  ten  of  the  clock  at  Lambeth, 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  married  my  grandson  John  Power,  not 
eight  years  old,  to  Mrs.  Catherine  Fitzgerald,  his  cousin  german,  about 
thirteen  years  of  age.  I  gave  her  in  the  chapel  there,  and  they  answered 
'IS  well  as  those  of  greater  age.  The  wedding  dinner  and  supper  I  gave 
them,  and  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  till  12  at  night,  was  spent  in  dancing 
&c.,  and  they  lay  in  my  house.  I  did  duties,  and  commended  them  to 
God's  blessing."  (Sent  me  by  Mr.  Walter  Rye :  printed  2  or  3  weeks 
after,  by  Mr.  W.  E.  A.  Axon,  in  the  Academy,  Nov.  1893.) 

vii.  In  I.  Notes  and  Queries,  vii.  526,  col.  1,  28  May  1853,  is  the 
case  of  a  Child-mother  under  eleven  years  and  a  half  old.  She  was  the 
wife  of  a  Brazilian  traveller,  who  applied  for  leave  to  pay  the  reduced 
jiassage  money  for  her  by  the  S.S.  Severn,  as  being  *  under  twelve  years  of 
age.'   But  as  the  rule  said  "  children  under  twelve,"  the  request  was  refused. 

In  Scotland,  early  marriages  were  so  frequent  that — says  Calderwood, 
Hist.  vi.  24 — an  Act  of  Assembly  was  past  in  1600,  "to  correct  divers 
and  great  inconveniences  arissing  by  the  untimeous  marriage  of  young 
and  tender  persons."  It  orderd  "  that  no  minister  presume  to  join  in 
matrimony  any  persons  in  time  coming,  except  the  man  be  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  the  woman  twelve^  complete." — III.  Notes  and  Queriett  vi.  129. 
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In  Chambers's  Domestic  Annals  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii,  "the  following  instances 
occur:  a.d.  1659,  Feb.  9,  the  Countess  of  Buccleugh,  a  child  of  eleven 
years  of  age,  was  married  to  Walter  Scott,  a  youth  oi  fourteen  ;  a.d.  1685, 
Jonet  Pringle,  an  heiress  of  about  twenty  years  of  age,  was  carried  over 
the  Border,  and  married  to  her  cousin  Andrew  Pringle,  a  boy  of  thirteen, 
p.  481.  See  also  pp.  319,  390." — ibid.  See  a  notice  on  this  subject  in 
The  Derby  Household  Books,  edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  Ii,  Raines  for  the 
Chetham  Society,  pp.  210,  211. 

**In  Nicholas's  Leicestershire,  vol.  iv,  part  ii,  p.  156,  under  the  head 
of  '  Dunton  Basset,'  is  a  pedigree  of  the  family  of  Hewett  of  that  place,  in 
which  occurs  the  following  marriage  of  an  infant  at  3  years  old  : — 

'Mary,  born  1666;  married  Oct.  28,  1669,  facultate  concessa;  dec. 
1743,  set>7' 

In  Burn's  Eccl.  Law  it  is  stated  that  '  Both  by  the  civil  and  canon 
law,  infants  under  seven  years  of  age  cannot  contract  any  kind  of  spousals.' 
In  whose  power,  then,  did  it  lie  to  grant  any  faculty  1 — IV.  Notes  and 
Queries,  v.  489. 

In  some  Chancery  proceedings  in  Ireland  in  1676,  cited  in  IV.  Notes 
and  Queries,  vii.  105,  the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  uncle  of  the  bride,  admitted 
that  she  was  married  in  the  previous  March  to  Edward  Villiers, 

"cZe  facto,  sed  non  de  jure,  for  on  the  9th  of  May,  1670,  the  plaintiff 
Catherine  was  lawfully  married,  by  Gilbert,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to 
John  Power,  then  Esquire,  and  now  Viscount  Decies,  the  eldest  son  and 
heir-apparent  of  this  defendant :  she  being  then  about  twelve  years  old, 
and  John  Power  being  about  seven  or  about  eight  years  old.  That  she 
cohabited  with  John  Power,  and  subscribed  her  name  and  took  her  place 
as  Viscountess  Decies,  until  she  stole  away  clandestinely  out  of  the  house 
of  the  Earl  of  Anglesey,  grandfather  of  Viscount  Decies." 

In  VI.  Notes  and  Queries,  vi.  347,  is  an  instance  of  a  squire's  son  of 
14,  marrying  a  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Lowther  of  16.  Vol.  vii,  p.  91-2, 
gives  the  following  cases  :  At  six,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lord 
Clifford  of  Skipton  Castle,  marries  Sir  Robert  Plumpton  of  Plumpton 
Castle,  who  is  not  much  older.  He  dies  three  years  later,  and  his  child- 
widow,  at  twelve,  marries  his  brother  William :  this  in  the  15th  century. 
In  Hen.  VIII. 's  time,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  heiress 
of  Shirford  (near  Nuneaton  in  Warwickshire),  was  married  to  William, 
third  son  of  Sir  John  Lyttlelton :  the  children  were  both  nine  years  old. 
("Generally  the  custom  followed  with  these  marriages  was,  that,  after 
the  ceremony,  the  bride  lived  with  her  parents  for  some  years,  and  the 
bridegroom  continued  his  education,  or  was  sent  abroad  w^ith  a  tutor.") 
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"On  June  8,  1721,  Charles  Powel,  of  Carmarthen,  Esq.,  of  about 
eleven  Years  of  Age,  marry'd  to  a  Daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Powel,  of 
Broadway,  Bart.,  deceasd,  aged  about  14." 

VI.  Notes  and  Queries,  viii,  adds  these  instances :  Bridget  Clarke, 
25  years  old  in  1883,  the  mother  of  7  children,  and  was  married  at 
thirteen  (p.  94).  At  Deeping  St.  James's,  Lincolnshire,  a  bride  oi  fourteen 
married  a  bridegroom  of  21.  (*  It  was  somewhat  of  a  novelty  to  observe  the 
interesting  bride  the  following  day  exhibiting  her  skill  on  the  skipping- 
rope  on  the  pavement  in  the  street,'  p.  176.)  In  1729,  a  girl  of  nine  years 
and  three  months  was  taken  from  a  boarding-school  by  one  of  her  guardians, 
and  married  to  his  son,  *  who  had  no  estate,  and  was  an  apprentice  to  a 
peruke-maker.'  Goodall  v.  Harris  in  2  Peers  Williams's  Reports,  pp. 
560-1. — ih.  In  1719,  Lady  Sarah  Cadogan,  daughter  of  William,  first  Earl 
Cadogan,  was  married  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  to  Charles,  second  Duke  of 
Bichmond,  aged  18.  On  Aug.  1, 1672,  John  Evelyn  '  was  at  the  marriage 
of  Lord  Arlington's  only  daughter  (a  sweet  child,  if  ever  there  was  any) 
[aged^ve]  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  king's  natural  son  by  the  Duchess 
of  Cleveland.'  And  on  Oct.  6,  1679,  Evelyn  was  also  present  at  the 
remarriage  of  the  child-couple,  the  girl  then  being  twelve.  In  Sir  Wm. 
Cope's  book  on  Bramshill  (p.  9),  Elizabeth  Rogers  is  shown  to  have 
married,  at  eleven  (a.d.  1487),  a  boy  Wm.  Essex  of  ten  (p.  413).  In  VI. 
Notes  and  Queries,  ix.  236,  Mr.  Longstafif  says  he  has  searcht  thro  the 
tables  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Registrar-General  for  the  31  years, 
1851-81,  and  finds  that  out  of  11,058,376  persons  married,  154  boys 
married  before  seventeen,  and  862  girls  before  sixteen.  Of  these,  11  boys 
of  fifteen  married  girls  oi  fifteen  (four  cases),  16,  18  (2  cases),  20  and  21. 
Three  girls  of  fourteen  married  men  of  18,  21,  and  25.  Five  girls  of 
fifteen  married  boys  of  16;  in  29  marriages,  both  girl  and  boy  were 
sixteen.  In  the  Westminster  Gazette  some  months  ago  was  a  statement 
that  four  families  were  in  one  house,  in  London,  of  which  the  husbands 
and  wives  were  all  under  sixteen. 

The  Academy  of  3  Feb.  1894  (p.  104,  col.  2)  contains  the  following, 
by  the  Editor,  Mr.  Jas.  Sutherland  Cotton : 

A  comparatively  late  example  of  child  marriage  in  England  may  be 
found  in  Nuralxjr  1  of  Dorset  Records  for  January,  just  published  by  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Clark,  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 

Among  the  abstracts  of  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,  temp.  Charles  I., 
there  printed,  is  one  relating  to  Sir  Robert  Seymor,  of  Hampford,  a/ww 
Hnnford.  The  jurors  duly  find  that  the  said  Sir  Robert  died  on  July  7, 
22  James  I.  [i.  c,  1624],  leaving  as  his  son  and  heir  Henry,  then  agwl  14 
years,  4  months,  and  20  days.    And  they  further  find  that  the  said  Henry 
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was  married  to  Mary  Welstead,  on  July  22,  1623,  at  which  time  he  would 
have  been  only  13  years  and  5  months  old. 

No  doubt  in  this  case,  as  in  others,  the  object  of  the  early  marriage 
was  to  evade  the  liability  for  feudal  dues ;  for  Sir  Eobert  held  his  manor 
"  of  Hampford  of  the  king  in  chief. 

viii.  Lastly,  Philip  Stubbes, — in  his  Anatomie  of  Abuses  in  Ailgna 
[Anglia,  England],  1593,  p.  97  of  my  edition  for  the  New  Shakspere 
Society,  1877-9, — says  on  early  Marriages  : — 

Maring  *'in  AUgna  there  is  one  great  libertye  permitted  therin ;  for 

hi  swadifng  little  iiifaiits  in  swadling  doivtSj  are  often  maried  by  their  am- 
ciothes.  bicious  Parents  and  frends,  when  they  know  neither  good  nor 
euill ;  and  this  is  the  origene  of  much  wickednesse,  &  directlie  against 
the  word  of  God,  and  examples  of  the  primityue  age.  And  besydes  this, 
EaeryBoy  you  shall  hauc  cucry  sawcy  boy  of  x,  xiiij,  xvi,  or  xx  yeres  of 
BiiatcheUi  ^g^^  ^^  catch  vp  a  woman  &  marie  her,  without  any  feare  of  God 
Woman  at  all,  or  respect  had,  either  to  her  religion,  wisdom,  integritie  of 
^  ^^  ^*  lyfe,  or  any  other  vertue  ;  or,  which  is  more,  without  any  respecte 
how  they  may  lyue  together  with  sufficient  maintenance  for  their  callings 
and  estat.  No,  no  ;  it  maketh  no  matter  for  these  things  :  so  he  haue  his 
pretie  pussie  to  huggle  withall,  it  forceth  not,  for  that  is  the  only  thing 
Cottages  \^Q  desireth.  Then  build  they  vp  a  cotage,  though  but  of  elder 
Lane  end.  poals,  in  eucry  lane  end,  almost,  wher  they  lyue  as  beggers  al 
their  life,"  &c.  &c. 

The  rest  of  the  passage,  and  the  whole  book,  should  be  read  by  every 
student  of  Elizabethan  England.  Against  the  nuisance  of  such  Cottages 
as  Stubbes  speaks  of,  the  Act  31  Eliz.,  c.  7,  was  past  in  1589,  ordering 
no  Cottage  to  be  built  by  any  one  *  for  habitacion  or  dwellinge,  unlesse 
the  same  person  doe  assigne  and  laye  to  the  same  Cottage  or  buyldinge, 
fower  acres  of  Grownde  at  the  least.' — Stubbes  Notes^  p.  281. 

Mr.  Eccles  has  cald  my  attention  to  the  "Papers  relating  to  Infant 

Marriage  and  Enforced  Widowhood  in  India.^     Calcutta,  1886."     On  p. 

4,  Mr.  Malabari  says  : —  ^ 

1  "From  the  Five  Rivers"  (1  vol.,  Heinemann),  also  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Steel, 
is  a  collection  of  short  stories,  treating  of  the  superstitions  that  hold  the  Indian  mind 
in  thrall,  and  make  the  position  of  the  Hindoo  woman  so  pitiful.  The  author  has 
evidently  studied  closely  the  conditions  of  lives  darkened  by  unnatural  creeds.  In 
"Gunesh  Chund"  she  makes  us  understand  the  longing  of  the  native  for  a  man 
child,  and  the  desperate  plight  in  which  the  wife  finds  herself,  tlie  sorrow  of  whose 
travail  is  not  turned  to  joy  by  the  birth  of  a  son.  In  "  A  Girl's  School "  the  tragedy 
of  children's  marriages  is  poignantly  brought  home.  Fatma,  the  child-mistress  of 
the  infant  class,  motherly  of  heart,  old  of  face,  sweet,  strong,  grotesque,  is  saved  just 
in  time  by  death  from  marriage,  the  thought  of  which  she  loathes.  The  story 
enacted  in  the  school  held  in  the  various  stages  of  a  disused  palace  is  quaint  and 
deeply  pathetic.  A  glimpse  of  the  terror  of  the  fate  attending  the  child- widow  is 
given  in  A  Citron  Garden,  the  setting  of  which  is  a  brilliant  example  of  the  author's 
descriptive  powers.  Every  story  in  the  volume  is  worth  reading  ;  those  that  treat  of 
the  position  of  women  in  native  social  life  are  especially  valuable  and  interesting. — 
Daily  Neivs,  Dec.  1893. 
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"The  most  obnoxious  amongst  early  marriages  (which  are  often 
unequal  in  point  of  age)  are — (1)  the  marriage  of  an  infant  girl  with  an 
old  man, — the  object  generally  being  for  the  bride's  father  or  relatives  to 
secure  money  from  the  bridegroom.  This  is  much  the  same  as  selling  the 
child,  selling  her  into  slavery,  and  worse  ....  2.  Another  objectionable 
form  of  marriage,  so-called,  is  a  girl  of  12  to  15  married  to  a  boy  of  8  or 
10.  When  we  know  that  the  marriage  is  brought  about  by  the  father  or 
the  elder  brother  of  the  boy,  who  (the  father  or  elder  brother)  is  a 
widower,  we  may  guess  the  object.  It  is  a  criminal  arrangement,  leading 
to  sin  all  round,  and  to  much  suffering  for  the  unfortunate  girl,  who 
must  in  name  remain  the  wife  of  the  boy.  When  the  boy-husband 
realises  his  position,  he  may  murder  the  wife,  the  father,  or  the  brother. 
In  proof  positive,  the  reader  may  search  the  records  of  a  Magistrate's 
Court  here  and  there  :  of  presumptive  evidence  there  is  no  lack." 

On  p.  56,  Mr.  T.  E.  Venkatesh  says : — 

"  9.  As  regards  girls,  the  proper  age  prescribed  [by  ancient  Hindus] 
for  the  marriage  of  Brahman,  Tshetria  and  Vj^sia  classes  is  between  6 
to  8,  but  never  under  6  years  of  age  ....  10.  If  a  girl  were  to  attain 
her  puberty,  i.  e.  commence  her  monthly  sickness  [generally  after  10], 
before  being  married,  her  parent  and  brothers  go  to  Hell,  as  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  got  her  married  before  that  period." 

^Ir.  Eccles  also  refers  me  to  the  '  Spirit  Basis  of  the  Rule  in  favour  of 
Child-Marriage.'     Bombay  Gazetteer,  ed.  18,  pt.  1,  Appx.  A. 

§  4.  The  Law  on  the  point  is  stated  by  Henry  Swinburne,  Judge  of 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  York,  in  his  Treatise  of  SpoiMsals  or  Matrimonial 
ContractSj  publisht  in  1686,  sixty-two  years  after  his  death  in  1624  : — 

"In  the  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  Laws,  by  Infants  (most  commonly) 
are  understood  those  Children  which  have  not  as  yet  accomplished  the 
Age  of  Seven  years ;  and  so  is  the  word  accepted  in  this  place. — p.  19  .  . 

"  They  therefore  which  are  not  Seven  years  old  cannot  contract 
Spousals 

"  Spousals  contracted  during  Infancy  are  utterly  void,  whether  the 
Infants  themselves,  or  their  Parents  for  them,  do  make  the  Contract,  p. 
20,  ....  as  Infants  cannot  contract  Spousals,  so  they  cannot  Matrimony, 
because  they  which  cannot  do  the  lesser,  cannot  do  the  greater." 

But  this  statement  is  subject  to  certain  Limitations. 

"  14.  The  Limitations  are  these :  First,  when  the  Infanta,  after  they 
have  accomplished  their  several  Ages  of  Seven  years,  do  either  ])y  express 
word  ratifie  and  confirm  the  Contract  made  during  their  Infancy,  or  by 
other  words  of  like  itnportiince,  as  by  calling  and  naming  each  other 
Husband  and  Wife ;  for  by  the  rctison  of  this  7U'in  ronxent,  the  Contract 
(otherwise  void)  is  become  of  no  loss  force  than  if  they  had  now  made  a 
new  Contract. 

"  15.  Tiie  second  Limitation  is,  when  as  by  Deeds  only  they  do 
approve  and  confirm  the  Contract  made  during  their  Infancies,  as  if  they 
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laye  together,  imbrace,  or  kiss^  each  other,  or  give  and  receive  Gifts  and 
Tokens,  either  of  them,  to  or  from  the  other,  after  both  their  Ages  of 
Seven  years^ ;  for  by  Deeds  the  former  Spousals  are  confirmed,  as  well  as 
by  Words. — p.  21. 

'*  16.  The  third  Limitation  (like  unto  the  second)  is,  when  the  Infants, 
after  the  accomplishment  of  their  said  several  Ages,  do  mutually  cohabit 
or  dwell  together,  and  are  not  ignorant  of  the  Contract  made  betwixt 
them,  during  their  Infancy ;  for  otherwise  they  do  not  ratifie  that  which 
they  know  not. — p.  21-2. 

"  17.  The  fourth  Limitation  is,  when  two  contract  Spousals,  of  whom 
the  one  is  more  than  Seven  years  old,  the  other  near  Seven  years,  suppose 
six  and  a  half ;  if  these  Persons  ever,  during  the  Infancy  of  the  younger 
Party,  do  either  lye  together,  or  cohabit  together,  by  occasion  whereof  it 
remaineth  doubtful  whether  they  have  essayed  to  know  each  other ;  in 
this  Case  the  Contract  hath  like  effect  as  if  the  Parties  had  both  accom- 
plished the  Age  of  Seven  years. 

"  18.  The  fifth  Limitation  is,  when  the  Infants  which  do  contract 
Spousals  are  of  that  Wit  and  Discretion,  that  albeit  they  have  not  as  yet 
accomplished  the  full  Age  of  Seven  years,  yet  doth  their  supraordinary 

1  Another  part  of  the  ceremony  of  Espousals  was  a  kiss  :  thus,  in  the  "Twelfth 
Night "  : 

'  A  contract  of  eternal  Bond  of  Love, 

Attested  by  the  Holy  close  of  Lips. ' 
In  this  part  of  the  ceremony  [if  performd  in  church,  or  by  a  priest]  the  Priest  very 
probably  joined  :  it  is  quite  certain  that  he  did  so  on  the  solemnization  of  matrimony, 
since,  in  the  articles  of  Visitation  in  the  Diocese  of  London  in  1554,  is  the  following  : 
"Item,  whether  there  be  any  that  refuseth  to  kysse  the  Prieste  at  the  solempnisation 
of  matrimony,  or  use  any  such  lyke  ceremonies  heretofore  used  &  observed  in  the 
Churche." — J.  S.  Burn,  'Sponsalia'  in  Coll.  Top.  aiul  Genealog.  iii.  325  (1836). 

2  The  Laws  of  our  Realm  say,  That  the  Wife  which  is  of  the  Age  of  Nine  years  at 
her  Husbands  death,  shall  be  endowed  of  the  third  part  of  his  Lands  and  Tenements, 
which  be  held  either  in  Fee-simple  or  Fee-tail,  and  which  he  had  either  by  Purchasa 
or  Discent. — Hy.  Swinburne.  SpoiLsals,  p.  51,  citing  Fitzherbert's  Natura  Brevium 
fol.  149,  and  Littleton,  on  Dower,  at  the  beginning. 

Swinburne,  speaking  of  a  girl  of  seven  being  married,  adds,  "  say  that  the  Infant 
was  known  Carnally  (which  thing  is  no  less  incredible  to  be  spoken,  than  horrible 
to  be  heard),  yet  the  Infant  not  having  discretion  to  understand  what  is  the  Nature 
of  Matrimony,  cannot  give  her  Consent  to  that  whereof  she  is  ignorant,  and  conse- 
quently the  Marriage  cannot  be  good :  For  it  is  a  clear  Case,  That  without  Consent 
there  cannot  be  any  Matrimony." — Spousals,  p.  51. 

Michael  Dalton — giving  his  authorities — says,  in  his  Countrey  Justice  (1618), 
p.  248  : 

"The  taking  away  of  a  maide  vnder  sixteene  yeares  of  age,  without  the  consent 
of  her  parents  or  gouernors,  or  contracting  marriage  with  her,  or  deflowring  her,  is  no 
felony,  but  yet  shall  be  punished  with  long  imprisonment  without  baile,  or  with 
grievous  fine.— 4  &  5  Ph.  &  Mary,  Par.  "Women  7,  8.     See  Co.  3.  37,  &c." 

"But  vnlawfuUy  and  carnally  to  know  and  abuse  any  woman  child  vnder  the 
age  of  ten  yeares,  is  felony,  although  such  child  consents  before. — Cromp.  47  ;  18 
Eliz.  6  ;  Par.  Fel.  14." 

There  is  a  curious  doctrine  on  this  page,  which  I  apprehend  that  modern  physi- 
ology does  not  sanction  : — 

"If  the  woman  at  the  time  of  the  supposed  rape,  doe  conceiue  with  child  by  the 
rauishor,  this  is  no  rape,  for  a  woman  cannot  conceiue  with  child,  except  she  do 
consent. — Britton  45  :  Stamf.  24." 
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Understanding  fully  supply  that  small  defect  of  Age,  wlncli  thing  is  not 
rare  in  these  days,  wherein  Children  become  sooner  ripe,^  and  do  conceive 
more  quickly  than  in  former  Ages." — p.  22. 

The  void  Spousals  of  Infants  could  thus  be  made  valid  ones  by  the 
little  ones  lying  or  dwelling  together,  calling  one  another  'husband  & 
wife,'  or  "  by  Conjectures  only,  as  by  Kissings,  Embracings,  Gifts,  &c." 
(p.  31)  after  they  were  seven  years  old. 

At  seven.  Infants  became  Children,  and  so  continued,  till  Girls  were 
twelve,  and  Boys  fourteen ;  at  which  times  they  were  respectively  *  of 
ripe  age '  ^  and  marriageable,  tho'  ability  to  bear  or  beget  children  earlier, 
pre-dated  the  period  *  of  ripe  age.'  Of  Childhood,  says  Judge  Swinburne, 
p.  25:  "During  this  Age,  Children  cannot  contract  Matrimony  or 
Spousals  de  proesenti,  but  only  de  futuro."  But  their  Spousals  could  be 
easily  tumd  into  actual  Marriages,  by  fit  words  or  deeds  after  girls  were 
12,  and  boys  14.     Says  Swinburne,  p.  27  : 

"  By  what  means,  Spousals  contracted  during  Infancy,  and  therefore 
void  at  the  beginning,  are  notwithstanding  afterwards  made  strong  and 
confirmed — namely,  by  mutual  Cohabitation .^  by  Kissings,  by  Embrac- 
ings, by  giving  and  receiving  of  Gifts  and  Tokens,  &c.,  or  by  Words 
expressing  the  continuance  and  perseverance  of  the  mutual  Consent,  as 
by  calling  each  other  Husband  and  Wife ; — By  the  same  means  practised, 
after  the  Parties  be  of  rij)e  Age,  fit  for  Marriage,  are  those  Spousals  by 
them  contracted  in  their  Minority  by  words  of  present  time  (being  then 
Spousals  de  futuro  by  interpretation  of  Law  only)  resolved  or  turned  into 
Matrimony;  from  that  time  enjoying  the  same  Properties  and  Effects 
belonging  to  Spousals  de  fwrnsenti,  contracted  betwixt  Persons  of  full  and 
perfect  Age,  unless  the  Parties,  after  they  be  come  to  perfect  Age,  do  first 
dissent f  and  so  dissolve  the  Contract  before  they  consent." 

*  Compare  Ascham's  complaint,  in  his  Schoolmaster  (1563,  proK  1570),  p.  131  (ed. 
Giles),  'of  the  little  child  of  four,  roundly  mppiug  out  his  ugly  oaths.'  Also  Babeea 
Book,  p.  350. 

'^  But  what  may  l)e  the  Reason  wherefore  Women  are  sooner  ripe  than  Men  ? 

I  will  not  Answer  with  the  Gloss,  Quia  citd  crcscit  herba  mala  [111  weeds  grow 
apace],  for  this  is  but  a  Jest.  Macrobius  (he  saith)  it  is  propter  votorum  fcstinationemt 
for  the  forwardness  of  tlieir  Desire  :  Some  do  yield  this  Reason,  Quia  faciliua  est  pati 
qiiam  agcre  ;  tliis  is  something,  but  it  is  not  all :  Others,  bec^ause  the  Female  Bodies 
are  more  tender  and  raoister  than  the  Male  :  And  so,  Mens  Bodies  being  harder  and 
drier,  they  are  more  slow  in  ripening ;  and  Womens  Bodies,  because  they  are  softet 
and  moister,  are  more  quickly  ripe  ;  like  as  it  is  to  be  seen  in  Plants  and  fruits, 
wliereof  that  which  is  more  soft  and  moist  is  sooner  ripe,  than  that  whicli  is  Imrd  and 
dry.  And  this  I  take  to  l)e  the  best  Reason,  and  is  agreeable  to  that  whicli  followeth, 
namely,  That  even  that  Fruit  which  is  sooner  ripe,  doth  sooner  decay  :  So  Women,  aa 
they  are  sooner  able,  so  they  sooner  become  unaulo  to  bring  forth,  than  Men  to  begot. 
— Hy.  Swinburne,  Spottsali,  ]>.  48-9. 

*  Comi>are  **  A  Treatise  of  the  Cohabitation  of  the  Faithful  with  the  Unfaithful, 
whereunto  is  added  a  Sermon  made  by  the  confessing  of  Christ  and  His  Gospel,  and 
of  the  denyingo  of  the  same."    Blaclc  Letter,  8vo  (Zurich),  1666. 


xxxviii     §  4.    The  Law  on  Child-Marriages:  Judge  Swiiihzcrne. 


Either  party  on  attaining  ripe  age  may  dissent,  tho  the  other  is  under  it, 
and  must  not  wait  *  a  good  space  after/  or  the  elder  will  have  to  "expect 
until  the  younger  come  to  ripe  Age,  nor  is  to  be  licensed  to  marry  else- 
where in  the  mean  time." — p.  31.     And,  p.  43, 

"The  dissent  is  to  "be  made  and  published  before  the  Bishop  of  the 
l)iocess  where  the  disliking  Party  dwelleth,  or  before  his  Chancellor^  or 
in  their  absence,  before  the  Parochial  Pastor  or  Minister,  and  other 
lionest  Witnesses.  The  time  of  manifesting  this  dissent,  is  so  soon  as  he 
or  she  shall  attain  to  ripe  Age,  or  years  of  Consent ;  for  to  dissent  before 
that  time,  is  to  no  purpose  ;  and  to  prolong  the  same  afterwards,  is 
dangerous,  p.  44.  (p.  47)  *'a  Man  so  soon  as  he  hath  accomplished  the 
Age  of  Fourteen  years,^  and  a  Woman  so  soon  as  she  hath  accomplished 
the  Age  of  Twelve  years,  may  Contract  true  and  lawful  and  individual 
Matrimony,  in  case  there  be  no  other  impediment  to  hinder  the  same." 

Tho  the  Ratification  of  a  Child-Spousal  was  made  formerly  in  the 
Bishop's  Court  when  property  was  concernd,  and  a  record  of  the  marriage 
was  needed, — see  below,  p.  49-52,  and  Bp.  Chaderton's  daughter's  case 
cited  by  Mr.  Earwaker,  Manchester  Guardian,  9  March,  1885,  p.  xxii 
above, — no  such  proceeding  was  necessary.     Swinburne  says,  p.  40, 

"That  if  the  Parties,  after  they  be  come  to  lawful  years,  being  then 
free  from  former  Contracts,  do  by  plain  and  direct  words,  without  fear  or 
fraud,  express  their  mutual  Consents ;  as  if  they  say  [  We  do  ratijie  and 
confirm  the  Marriage  conti'acted  betwixt  us,  &c.]  the  Marriage  (which 
before  was  no  more  but  Spousals  de  futuro,  in  construction  of  Law)  is 
now  made  true  and  undoubted  Matrimony.  This  also  is  without  Con- 
troversie.  That  if  the  Parties  willingly,  or  of  their  own  accord,  know  each 
other  carnally,  the  Marriage  before  contracted  in  their  Minority,  is  from 
henceforth  of  no  less  force  in  Law,  than  if  the  same  Avere  now  again  con- 
tracted by  words  of  the  ^j?*ese7i^  time,  during  their  lawful  Ages.  Ey 
voluntary  Coltalntation  likewise  (as  I  have  before  declared),  and  by 
Subarration,  or  giving  and  receiving  of  Rings,  (as  hereafter  shall  be 
shewed)  is  tliis  former  Contract,  having  but  the  form  of  ^Marriage,  indued 
with  the  virtue  and  very  nature  of  true  substantial  Matrimony  " 

The  reader  will  now  see  why  the  Child-Marriage  Depositions  in  the 
present  volume  are  so  full  of  the  children  not  having  dwelt  together,  kist, 
given  tokens,  treated  each  other  as  man  and  wife,  or  copulated  carnally. 

Swinburne,  who  died  in  1624,  says  in  his  "Treatise  of  Spousals," 
1686,  that  the  custom  of  spousals  was  then  in  great  measure  gone  out  of 
use;  and  the  Marriage  Act  of  1753  enacted  that  no  suit  or  proceeding 
should  be  had  in  any  Ecclesiastical  Court  in  order  to  compel  a  celebration 

^  "If  a  Husband  was  then  incompetent,  the  Wife  had  to  wait  till  he  was  18 
before  she  could  divorce  him  on  that  account." — Swinburne,  p.  49.  (See  Lady 
Somerset's  case  above,  p.  xxix-xxx.) 
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of  any  marriage  *  in  facie  Ecclesise,'  by  reason  of  an}'-  contract  of  matri- 
mony, whether  '  per  verba  de  praesenti,'  or  *  per  verba  de  futuro.' — 1836. 
J.  S.  Burn,  *  Sponsalia,'  in  Collectanea  Top.  et  Gen.  iii  320. — But  it  is  still 
the  English  law  that  boys  and  girls  of  full  age  (which,  for  this  purpose, 
is  fixt  at  the  age  of  puberty  as  defined  in  the  Koman  law,  namely  14  for 
males,  and  12  for  females)  can  marry  with  the  consent  of  parents  or 
guardians,  and  that  marriages  under  age  are  cured  and  made  good  by 
later  consent.  And  tho,  '  if  either  party  is  under  age,  the  dissent  of 
the  parents  or  guardians  exprest  at  the  time  of  publication  of  banns 
renders  such  publication  null  and  void,  yet  it  doesn't  affect  the  marriage 
if  it  has  been  solemnized.'  ^ 

The  person  to  consent  is  1.  the  father  or  lawful  guardian,  2.  the 
Mother,  if  unmarried,  or  3.  the  guardian  appointed  by  the  Court.  If  any 
such  person  is  a  lunatic,  the  Lord  Chancellor  takes  his  place. 

If  by  fraud  or  false  oath,  a  valid  marriage  is  made  between  2  persona, 
one  of  whom  is  under  age,  the  offending  party  forfeits  all  property  that 
otherwise  might  accrue  to  him  from  the  marriage.  From  the  Encyclo- 
piedia  Britannica. 

§  5.  To  nineteenth-century  folk  these  child-marriages  seem  unnatural 
and  absurd.  And  tho'  we  all  agree  that  most  Englishmen  are  fools,^  by 
education  in  prejudices  or  by  birth — else,  why  does  the  House  of  Lords 
exist  % — yet  we  must  seek  for  the  causes  that  led  our  forefathers  to  pledge 
their  children  to  one  another  as  they  did.  Property-arrangements  were 
one  cause,  as  the  cases  show.  Another — and  perhaps  the  chief  one — 
was,  I  suspect,  the  desire  to  evade  the  feudal  law  of  the  Sovereign's 
guardianship  of  all  infants.  "When  a  father  died,  the  Crown  had  the 
right  to  hold  the  person  and  estate  of  the  propertied  orphan  ^  until  it  came 

^  The  absence  of  the  necessary  consent  is  not  a  disability  invalidating  a  marriage 
actually  solemnized. — Encycl.  Brilann. 

^  Cp.  Hamlet ;  and  Lydgate's  Order  of  Fools,  in  liis  Minor  PoemSf  Percy  Soc.  p. 
164,  and  Q.  Eliz.  Achad.  p.  79. 

^  On  Wards,  Michael  Dalton  says  in  his  Office  and  AiUhoritie  of  Sherifs  (1623), 
p.  40-1  :— 

"by  the  Statutes  made  32  Hen.  VIII,  c.  46,  k  33  Hen.  VIII,  c.  22,  k  34  Hen. 
VIII,  c.  46,  All  the  Kings  Wards  are  to  bee  within  the  order,  suruey,  and  gouernance 
of  tlie  Court  of  Wards  ;  together  with  their  lands,  rents,  and  issues  then-of. 

"The  King  (by  liis  Prerogatiue  Iloyall)  shall  have  tlio  wardship  of  all  Uicir  lands, 
which  hold  of  him  in  chiefe  by  knight  seruice,  whereof  the  tenants  were  seised  in 
tlieir  demesne  as  of  fee,  the  day  of  their  death,  of  whomsoeuer  they  hold,  kc. — 
17  Edw.  II,  c.  1. 

"Also  the  King,  by  his  perogative  of  the  wardship  of  the  hoire,  shall  have  rent- 
charges,  commons,  estouers,  annuities,  aduousons,  offices,  and  the  like,  which  descend, 
&c,  to  the  hciro :  12  Hen.  VII  ;  Br.  Prerog.  63." 

The  uncle  of  the  first  James,  Lord  Berkeley  (1417— 1463),— who  had  four  wives 
seemingly — "sold  his  manage  twyes  for  a  thousand  markus,  and  anoth(;r  time  for 
one  thousand  two  hundred  markes." — Smyth,  ii.  80.    Ho  also  'punted'  the  i>ortion  of 
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of  age,  and  it  could  be  sold  in  marriage  for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown  or 
its  grantee.  If  the  orphan  refused  such  a  marriage  with  a  person  of  its 
own  rank,  it  had  to  pay  its  guardian  a  heavy  fine  for  refusing  his  choice, 
and  selecting  a  spouse  of  its  own.^  The  founder  of  the  Yorkshire  branch 
of  the  Furnivalls  fought  in  the  Holy  Land  with  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion. 
When  they  got  home,  the  King  pickt  him  out  a  Yorkshire  heiress  (Maud 
Lovetot),  and  handed  her  over  to  him.  In  1375  the  Poet  Chaucer  was 
granted  the  guardianship  and  marriage  of  a  Kentish  squire's  heir  till  1378, 
and  may  have  owd  his  later  M.-P.-ship  for  Kent  in  1386  to  his  ward's 
estate.  A  reference  to  the  heading  '  Wards  and  Wardship '  in  any  of  the 
Rolls  Series  of  Calendars  is  almost  sure  to  show  several  grants  of  wards. 
Take  the  eight  cases  in  June  1552. 

Calendar  of  State-Pajjers^  Domestic  Series,  1547-1580  (publ.  1856),  p.  41-2. 

June  1552. 

No.  47  (all  Docquets).  (1)  Grants  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
of  the  wardship  &  marriage  of  W™  Flamock  and  of  Margaret 
Whorwood. 

(2)  Grant  to  Tho.  Welden  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  Tho. 

Welden,  son  and  heir  of  Edw.  Welden. 

(3)  Grant  to  Sir  Ric.  Lister  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  Richard 

Lyster. 

(4)  Grant  to  John  Payne  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  Henry 

Chamber. 

(5)  Grant  to  Michael  Wentworth  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of 

Gervays  Storthes. 

six  hundred  marks  given  with  the  first  wife,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Humphry  Stafford 
of  Dorsetshire. 

^  Chas.  Roberts  says  in  his  Introduction  to  his  Excerpta,  de  Rotulis  Finium,  temp. 
Hen.  Ill,  A.D.  1216—1272,  vol.  1,  p.  xv  (1835):  If  on  the  death  of  a  tenant— the 
custody  of  whose  heir  belonged  to  the  crown — the  heir  were  a  minor,  the  King  either 
retained  the  profits  of  the  estate  till  his  majority,  or  else  we  find  the  enrolment  of  a 
fourth  description  of  instrument,  wherby  the  King  sold  the  wardship,  or  granted  it  to 
enrich  some  favourite.  The  value  of  this  wardship  depended  on  the  extent  of  the 
•  possessions,  and  the  probable  duration  of  the  minority,  and,  when  sold,  immense 
sums  were  paid  for  it.^  For,  according  to  Hargrave  (Co.  Litt.  n.  11),  "the  guardian 
was  not  accountable  for  the  profits  made  of  the  infant's  land  during  the  wardship,  but 
received  them  for  his  own  private  emolument,  subject  only  to  the  bare  maintenance 
of  the  infant.  And  this  guardianship,  being  deemed  more  an  interest  for  the  profit  of 
the  guardian,  than  a  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  ward,  was  saleable  and  transferable, 
like  the  ordinary  subjects  of  property,  to  the  best  bidder  ;  and,  if  not  disposed  of,  was 
transmissible  to  the  lord's  personal  representatives.  Thus  the  custody  of  the  infant's 
person,  as  well  as  the  care  of  his  estate,  might  devolve  on  the  most  perfect  stranger 
to  the  infant ;  one  prompted  by  every  pecuniary  motive  to  abuse  the  delicate  and 
important  trust  of  education,  without  any  ties  of  blood  or  regard,  to  counteract  the 
temptations  of  interest,  or  any  sufficient  authority  to  restrain  him  from  yielding  to 
their  influence." 

1  Siinon  de  Montford  paid  King  Henry  II,  10,000  marks  to  have  the  custody  of  tlie  lands  and 
heir  of  Gilbert  de  Uiufraville,  with  the  heir's  marriage,  a  sum  equivalent  to  100,000?.  at  present. 
See  p.  436. 
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(6)  Grant  to  William  Hellard  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  John 

Kokeby. 

(7)  Grant  to  Robert  Carr  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  Augustyne 

Smythe. 

(8)  Grant  to  John  Holte  of  the  wardship  and  marriage  of  Richard 

Seyman. 

A  later  and  an  earlier  case  may  be  quoted  : 

p.  43.  Aug.  4,  1552.  No.  57.  Earl  of  Pembroke  to  Sir  W"  Cecill 
...  for  Mr.  Sharington  to  have  the  wardship  of  Mr.  Hall's  heir 

Aug.  14.  No.  59.  W"  Thomas  (Clerk  of  the  Council)  to  Cecill. 
The  Earl  of  Pembroke  is  well  contented  with  the  wardship  (Hall's  heir) 
procured  for  Cecill's  sister. 

Acts  of  the  Prioy  Council^  ii.  542  (1890).  1547.  xij  February.  To 
my  Lord  Archebishope  of  Yorke,  wher  it  was  reported  God  had  calid  to 
liis  mercye  the  Earle  of  Comberlande,  who  had  nowe  lefte  behind  him  a 
daugliter,  beinge  the  Kinges  Majestes  warde,  his  Lordshipe  was  required 
to  take  order  (upon  receipte  herof)  for  the  sendinge  of  her  up  hether,  so 
as  by  the  conducte  of  some  discreate  gentlman  of  that  houshold,  two 
sober  gentlweomen  and  xij  servantes  of  that  famelie,  shee  might  come  up 
hether  by  convenyente  and  easie  jurneyes ;  and  yf  ther  shoulde  not  be 
money  allotted  by  the  offyceres  of  her  late  father  for  that  purpose,  if  his 
Lordshipp  disbursed  it,  he  should  be  repaide  it,  with  thankes.  (If  the 
Earl  wasn't  dead,  the  Archbp.  was  to  wait,  '  to  stay  therin  till  he  should 
be  soe.') 

Now,  tho  Elizabeth  took  better  care  of  her  well-propertied  wards  than 
any  sovereign  before  her^ — see  my  Queens  EUzahethes  Achadcmij  in  the 
Early  English  Text  Society — yet  in  ordinary  country  cases,  the  orphans 
must  have  been  liable  to  be  exploited,  and  made  money  out  of  by  any 
one  with  influence  enough  at  Court  to  get  a  grant  of  them.  A  father 
would  naturally  desire  to  stop  this ;  and  I  suppose — thro  a  weakening  of 
the  early  Royal  Prerogative — that  if  he  had  child-married  his  offspring, 
and,  when  illness  threatend  him,  procured  the  turning  of  tho  void  or 
voidable  union  into  valid  matrimony,  he  would  save  his  child,  if  not  its 
estate,  from  a  strange  guardian's  sweating,  and  the  practical  sale  of  the 
boy  or  girl  to  the  best  bidder  of  its  own  rank,  the  guardian  pocketing  the 
purchase-money. 2     That  parents  of  older  boys,  of  17  or  18,  tried  to 

^  I  assume  this,  from  Sir  N.  Bacon's  and  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's  proposals  for 
their  education,  and  from  the  enforcement  of  the  actions  for  waste  against  grantees  of 
wards,  of  whicli  instances  occur  in  the  Calendars  of  State  Papers. 

*  Kni^lithood  liad  the  same  effect,  according  to  John  Smyth,  1618.  He  says  of 
Maurice  the  Fourth,  l^rd  Berkeley  {Lives  i,  364,  see  above,  p.  xxviii) : 

"In  the  eleaventh  yeare  of  the  said  king  [Edw.  Ill],  about  the  seaventh  of  his 
age,  what  tyme  his  mother  dyed,  his  father  placed  him  at  Portbury  under  the  tuition 
or  William  de  Hyde,  parson  of  Awre  and  his  fathers  Keceivour  .  .  .  And  yet  his  father 
A  yniuiKo  thc  Same  year  took  him  alongo  with  himself  in  that  martiall  voyage  which 
prevent'^  lieo  made  into  Si-othmd  ;  perhaps  to  mollify  the  griefe  of  his  wifes  death  : 
WHrUahip.     In  which  Journey  this  Maurice  was  knighted,  then  about  seaven  years  old." 
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marry  them  when  yoinig^ — no  doubt  to  stop  them  running  on  the  loose — 
we  know  from  Shakspere's  handsome  friend,  William  Herbert,  to  whom 
(I  doubt  not)  the  Poet  wrote  his. Sonnets.  The  boy's  mother  was  Sir 
Philip  Sidney's  sister,  and  she  and  her  husband,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
tried  to  marry  the  young  fellow,  when  17,  to  Cecil's  grand-daughter. 
But  the  plan  fell  thro:  the  gay  youngster  came  to  London  in  1598, 
evidently  pickt  up  Shakspere  at  the  Globe  or  Blackfriars  theatre,  and 
topk  ftway  his  '  dark  lady.'  If  she  was  Mary  Fitton — Sir  Edward  F.'s- 
daughter, — she  drest  like  a  man,  went  across  to  the  young  fellow's  rooms, 
bore  a  child  by  him  ;  and  then  he  was  popt  into  the  Fleet  prison  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  for  the  dire  offence  of  so  misconducting  himself  with  one  of  her 
Maids  of  Honour.  Whatever  the  evils  of  early  marriages  may  be,  they 
tend  (at  least)  to  keep  young  men  straight,  and  stop  the  parades  of 
women  for  hire  in  the  Strand,  Piccadilly,  Regent  St.,  &c. — as  well  as  in 
other  cities  than  London — at  night.  Still,  no  one  with  an  idea  of  what 
Marriage  ought  to  be,  can  wish  now  for  a  return  of  the  Child-Marriages  of 
those  "good  old  times"  which  men,  who  don't  work  at  Records  and 
evidence,  are  so  fond  of  praising.^ 

"Significant  also,  as  illustrating  the  system  of  child -maniat<es  in  India,  are  the 
remarks  on  p.  74  as  to  the  habit  of  the  Burmese  to  engage  their  daughters  while 
young,  in  real  or  fictitious  marriages,  in  order  to  save  them  from  the  hands  of  the 
king's  ministers,  custom  having  established  a  rule,  which  is  rarely  if  ever  violated, 
that  no  married  woman  can  be  seized,  even  for  the  king  himself." — Review  of  The 
Burmese  Em'pirc  a  Hundred  Years  Ago,  as  described  by  Father  Sangermano,  with  an 
Introduction  and  Notes  by  John  Jardine,  in  2'he  Atheiiceum,  13  .Tan.  1894,  p.  43. 

^  The  only  early  betrothal  in  Mr.  Reynolds's  Old  Ways  in  Olden  Days  down  West 
(1892)  is  at  p.  102-3  :  William  Foot  '  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  she  [Joane 
Priste]  twelve,  when  they  were  thus  betrothed  in  1536.'  But  Hugh  Prieste,  who 
betrothd  them,  says  he  thinks  'that  Joane  was  Xlll.  from  the  appearance  of  her 
body — or  rather  habit.' 

2  As  an  illustration  of  the  "good  old  times"  for  Women  in  Tudor  days,  take  the 
Preamble  of  39  Elizab.  (1597),  chap.  9  :  "Whereas,  of  late  tymes,  divers  Weomen,  as 
well  Maydens  as  Widowes  and  Wyves,  havinge  Substance,  some  in  Good<?s  moveable, 
and  some  in  Landes  and  Tenement's,  and  some  being  Heires  Apparant  to  their 
Auncestors, — for  the  Lucre  of  such  Substance  bene  oftentymes  taken  by  Misdoers 
■  contrary  to  their  Will,  and  often  maried  to  such  Mysdoers,  or  to  other  by  their 
Assent,  or  defiled,  to  the  great  Displeasure  of  God,  and  contrary  to  your  Highnesses 
Ijawes,  and  Disparagement  of  the  said  Weomen,  and  great  Heavy ness  and  Discomfort 
of  their  Friendes,  and  ill  Example  of  others,"  &c.  The  offence  was  Felony  under 
3  Hen.  VII.  c.  2  :  "Yet  forasmuch  as  Clergye  hath  bene  heretofore  allowed  to  siich 
Otfendors,  divers  persons  have  attempted  and  comitted  the  said  Offences  in  hope  of 
lyfe  by  the  Benefit  of  Clergye,  that  Benefit  is  abolisht,  and  every  Ofiender  shall  suffer 
Paynes  of  Death  without  any  Benefit  of  Clero:ye."     (See  Notes,  p.  Ixxxvii.) 

Compare  the  case  of  Girls  in  China  now  :  "Pastor  Gottschalk,  of  the  Berlin 
Foundling  House  in  Hong  Kong,  draws  a  sombre  picture  of  the  effects  of  the  custom 
of  polygamy  among  the  Chinese.  Among  these  is  the  lack  of  marriageable  girls.  At 
present,  girls  are  sold  at  a  very  high  price  ;  a  girl  of  fourteen  to  sixteen  can  scarcely 
be  purchased  tor  less  than  one  hundred  dollars — a  price  which,  as  Herr  Gottschalk 
quaintly  says,  *  poor  people  can  ill  afford.'  Some  buy  for  their  infant  son  an  infant 
wife,  who  is  occasionally  nursed  at  the  same  breast  as  her  future  husband.     If  this 
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On  tliis  point  of  the  benefit  and  purpose  of  early  marriages,  the  reader 
will  like  to  hear  Judge  Swinburne  : — 

And  albeit  this  Age  [boys  14,  girls  12]  may  seem  over-tender  and 
over-timely  to  prevent  those  Inconveniencies  so  long  ago  foreseen  by 
Lycurgus,  Plato,  and  the  rest,  yet  considering  the  Lord  and  Maker  of  all 
Creatures,  in  the  beginning  of  the  World,  hath  by  Divine  Providence, 
for  the  propagation  of  his  Church,  proclaimed  an  universal  Liberty  Cres- 
cite  &  MulttpHcamini.^  And  therefore  that  this  Liberty  is  to  be  denied 
to  none,  whom  otherwise  the  Almighty  hath  naturally  disposed  and 
enabled  to  encrease  and  multiply ;  considering  also,  that  like  as  the  little 
Sparks  are  to  be  extinguished  at  the  very  lirst,  lest  afterwards  they 
mount  to  an  unquenchable  Flame  :  So  whosoever  have  any  such  Sparks 
of  Natural  Provocation,  whereby  their  hearts  may  be  kindled,  or  set  on 
fire  by  ungodly  Lusts,  To  these  persons,  albeit  very  young,  the  Remedy 
against  Lust  is  not  to  be  denied,  especially  seeing  it  is  letter  to  marry 
than  to  burn.  These  things  (I  say)  considered,  it  is  a  large  and  clear 
case,  That  we  may  not  so  foresee  the  avoidance  of  Temporal  Discom- 
modities, with  Lycurgus  or  any  other  Philosophers,  that  we  oversee 
greater  Dangers  by  abridging  the  general  Liberty  of  Generation,  established 
without  distinction  of  years  by  our  eternal  Lycurgus,  and  heavenly  Law- 
maker, or  by  denying  or  deferring  to  any  that  are  stinged  with  Carnal 
Ap])etite,  the  blessed  and  Sovereign  Remedy  against  this  Poison,  invented 
by  Divine  Philosophy. — Swinburne,  p.  48. 

§  6.  The  Trothplights.take  us  to  later  ages  than  those  of  the  Child- 
Marriages ;  and  ten  of  the  seventeen  cases  show  us  men  trying  to  sneak  out 
of  their  contracts^  when  they've  had  their  till  of  pleasure  with  the  women. 

economical  device  fails,  the  matter  is  regarded  as  serious,  as  they  may  have  no  off- 
spring to  perform  the  sacrifices  at  their  tombs.  Young  girls  (adds  Mr.  Gottschalk) 
dare  not  leave  their  homes  for  fear  of  being  kidnapped,  as  they  not  unfrequently  are. 
In  a  place  one  day's  journey  from  Hong  Kong,  three  or  four  years  ago,  twenty  young 

girls  were  stolen  in  a  night,  taken  on  board  a  junk,  and  carried  no  one  knew  whither, 
nfortunately  the  I?erlin  Foundling  House  derives  no  Ijenefit  from  the  brisk  demand 
for  marriageable  girls,  partly  because  the  institution  limits  its  choice  of  suitors  to 
Chinese  Christians,  and  partly  because  there  is  in  China  a  superstitious  l)elief  that  au 
evil  fate  liangs  over  a  Foundling  girl." — Daily  News,  16  Jan.,  1894,  p.  5,  col.  4. 

'  The  Harl.  MS.  980,  If.  74,  says  that  "A  weaver  in  Scotland  had  by  one  woman 
62  diildren,  all  living  till  they  were  baptised,  of  which  tlu-r  wer  but  fower  daugliters 
onely  who  lived  till  they  were  women,  and  46  sonns,  all  attaining  to  man's  estate." 
(She  regularly  bore  triplets.)  .  .  .  "John  IXdavall  of  Northuml)^r/a7i//,  Ksti.  .  .  , 
aiui.  1630,  rid  about  30  miles  beyond  Eddenburrough  to  see  this  fruitfull  couple,  who 
were  both  then  living." 

Mr.  Kicketts,  the  father  of  the  present  (1837)  Lord  St.  Vincent,  was  the  28d  of 
27  children  of  the  same  mother.  *' .  .  .  in  the  year  1698,  Thomas  fireenhill,  surpon 
.  .  .  iHjtitioned  the  Karl  Marshal,"  stating'  that  he  wa«  "the  7tli  son  k  89th  child  of 
one  father  k  mother."  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  Feb.  1743,  is  recoixled  tho 
death  of  Mifi.  Agnes  Milbourne,  who  was  aged  106,  and  had  30  children. — Coll.  Top, 
and  Gen.,  iv.  r>3  7i  (1837). 

'  A  case  in  the  Hu|)plement,  p.  200,  shows  us  that  the  woman's  friend  and  land- 
lord, "knowing  the  niconstancy  of  the  said  Thomas  Miihllehurst,  biecause  he  had 
)>e<;n  diuerso  tymcs  at  intreatics  of  mariage  to  1>u  liad  l>etwet-u  them,  the  said  parties, 
M»id  the  said  'Thomas  wold  ever  slirink  from  the  sunif,"  took  care  to  make  him  regu* 
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The  most  picturesque  cuso  is  the  Sothwortli  ruii-away  mutch,  p.  65-7. 
The  suit  is  brought  by  the  man  agaiust  the  woman ;  but  whether  to 
cancel  or  confirm  the  marriage,  I  cannot  say.^  One  Michaelmas  night  the 
man  calls  for  the  girl  at  her  father's  house ;  she  steals  out  and  goes  with 
him,  about  midnight,  to  the  house  where  a  sickly  old  priest  lives.  They 
knock  at  the  door,  which  the  householder  (who  knows  them,  and  tries  to 
dissuade  her  from  the  marriage)  opens.  They  all  go  into  the  priest's 
room  at  the  end  of  the  house  :  he  "  beinge  a  very  old  and  a  sicklie  man," 
sits  up  in  his  bed,  upon  his  pillow,  and  marries  them,  saying  the  "  worJes 
of  Matrimony  used  in  the  church,"  and  putting  a  ring  on  the  bride's 
finger.2  After  the  wedding,  the  house-owner,  **  being  somwhat  offendid 
with  the  matter,  wold  not  suffer  them  to  be  in  his  house  the  rest  of  the 
night,"  and  so  they  went  to  Thomas  Ireland's,  of  the  Green ;  "  there  had 
meate  and  drink  " ;  and  so  to  bed  together. 

The  most  sneakish  case  on  the  man's  part  is  George  Johnson's,  p.  57- 
59.  He  trothplighted  himself,  before  witnesses,  to  Anne  Yate,  a  victualler 
of  Chester,^  one  evening  near  the  fireside,  a  fortnight  before  Christmas 
1566,  then  drank  together,  and  eat  a  couple  of  woodcocks.  Then  the  man 
used  the  woman's  house  as  his  own, — evidently  for  a  long  whde, — slept 
there,  and  with  her,  as  man  and  wife,  brought  his  dogs,  horse  and  hawks 
there,  took  her  money,  "  by  20  s.  at  once " :  and  then  went  off  and 
married  another  woman.  But  Anne  Yate  brought  suit  against  him,  and 
would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  get  a  Decree  declarhig  his  pretended 
marriage  void,  and  her  own  Trothplight  valid,*  since  she  wasn't  content 
to  be  well  rid  of  a  rogue.     Morgan  Edmund  was  a  bad  lot  too,  p.  192-3. 

lavly  trothphght  the  woman,  Ellen  Carter  :  but  she  had  to  bring  suit  against  him  to 
make  liim  carry  it  out. 

1  I  have  assumed  that  it  was  a  Trothplight  case, — as  the  courtship  was  evidently 
a  long  one,  and  the  woman  was  willing, — tho  no  ceremony  except  that  of  the  marriage 
is  cited. 

2  Compare  other  'Clandestine  Marriages'  in  Section  VIII  below,  p.  140-1.  In 
.the  Supplement,  p.  189,  John  David  says  that  Henry  Dilon  and  Elizabeth  Bird  "did 

steale  a  marriage  without  banes  askinge." 

3  A  hopping  or  dance  on  a  Sunday  about  1570  in  a  namesake  Chester — Chester- 
le-Street,  in  Durham — is  worth  a  note  : 

George  Grondye,  of  Hedley  near  Lamesley,  husbandman,  aged  60  years.  He  saith 
that,  as  he  remembrith,  the  Sonday  next  after  Trinitie  Sonday  last  past,  which  was 
the  day  that  one  John  Fletcher  of  Chester  maid  a  hopping,*  this  examinate  came  to 
Chester  Church  :  at  what  tyme  the  said  [John]  Catchesyd  came  to  this  deponent,  and 
thei  tow  satt  in  a  stall  togither  ther. — Durham  Depontions,  p.  102.  (Surtees  Soc. 
1845.) 

^  Spousals  defuturo  do  become  Matrimony  by  carnal  knowledge  betwixt  the  parties 
betroathed  ;  The  Ampliations  of  which  Conclusion  are  these. 

First,  albeit  either  Party  betroathed  should  after-wards  marry  another  Person  in 
the  face  of  the  Church,  and  should  also  lye  with  the  said  new  married  Person  ;  Yet, 
*  A  *  hopping '  is  defined  by  Canon  James  Raine,  the  editor,  as  '  A  merry  meeting  accompanied 
with  dancing.' 
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Richard  Lowe  was,  at  any  rate,  a  better  fellow  than  George  Johnson  ; 
for,  tho  he  trothplighted  Jane  Walkden,^  had  a  wench  by  her,  and  then 
married  an  old  woman,  Helen  Stonis, — "he  saith  he  is  hartelie  sorie  that 
he  hath  disceyvid  them  bothe ;  and  will  do  any  tliinge  for  the  health  of 
his  souUe,"  p.  56.  As  soon  as  the  old  woman  found  that  her  marriage 
was  unlawful,  she  *partid  from'  Lowe,  'and  refusethe  to  take  hym  as 
her  husband.'  Thomas  Snelson  (p.  59-61),  too,  shows  some  signs  of  con- 
science ;  for,  tho  he  tries  to  shirk  his  trothplight  with  a  servant,  Ellen 
Ricroft,  he  still  offers  her  twenty  nobles  to  let  him  off,  and  gets  her  a 
Citation  before  the  Bishop  against  himself  (p.  59).  And  when  she  says 
"  she  wold  not  relese  hym  for  no  gold  ;  *  for  I  am  your  lawfuU  wief ;  and 
80  take  me.'  'Well,'  quod  he,  'sticke  to  that,^  and  I  will  never  leave 
thee,'"  p.  60.  He  also  tells  a  witness  that  he  will  confess  before  the 
Bishop  that  Ellen  is  his  wife  (p.  61).  But  the  further  Depositions,  p. 
196,  show  that  in  the  previous  February  or  March,  Snelson  had  sneakt 

this  INrarriage  solemnized  and  consummate  notwithstanding,  the  Party  so  marrying  is 
to  be  compelled  to  return  to  his  or  her  foresaid  Spouse,  formerly  known. — Swinburne, 
Spousals,  p.  224.  But  *  Spousals  do  not  become  Matrimony,  when  as  the  Parties  did 
lye  together  before  they  were  contracted,  but  not  after.' — Swinburne,  p.  227. 

^  They  first  had  a  promise  *  secretlie  betwene  them  self,  and  therapon  had  camall 
dole  together,  then  Jane  Walkden  desired  this  respondent  [Richard  liowe]  to  make 
her  a  promisse  before  witnes  ;  and  so  he  did,' — p.  56. 

A  somewhat  like  case  is  given  in  Mr.  Reynolds's  Old  Ways  in  Olden  Days  down 
West  (Exeter,  1892),  p.  106-7.  It  occurd  at  Wotton  Phippyn  (now  Wootton  Fitz- 
paine)  in  the  diocese  of  Salisbury,  and  the  Depositions  were  taken  in  1540.  William 
Sampson  had  had  four  children  by  Joan  Smith.  He  sent  for  his  neighbour,  Richard 
Barcumbe,  to  Wm.  Sprack's  house,  and  said : 

**  Goodeman  Barcumbe,  I  have  causede  you  to  cum  hither,  bycause  I  wolde  desyre 
you  to  ber  wittnes  in  a  cause  of  matrimonye  betwixt  this  woman,  Joane  Smyth,  and 
me.  and  bicause  I  have  mysensed  here,  I  intende  to  make  [her]  a  goode  woman  ; 
therefore  I  desyre  you  to  betroght  usse." 

Mr.  Reynolds  carelessly  gives  no  date  for  this  ;  but  presumably  after  it,  the  same 
William  Sampson,  a  fortniglit  before  Whitsuntide  1539,  betrotht  himself  to  Agnes 
Boyne,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  by  the  words  **  I,  William,  take  thee,  Agnes,  to 
my  wifFe,  before  Ood  and  man'^ :  *an  expression  which  we  do  not  often  meet  with  in 
these  narratives.* 

As  to  'secret  promises'  or  contracts  like  that  between  Jane  Walkden  and  Rd. 
Lowe,  above,  J.  S.  Burn  in  his  article  on  'Spousalia'  in  Collectanea  Topographica.  el 
Genealogvea,  iii.  325  (1886),  says: — The  following  caution  is  in  "A  Werko  for  House- 
holders" (1537).  "It  is  a  great  jeopardy  to  make  any  such  (private  and  secrete) 
contractus,  specially  among  themselfe  secretcly  alone,  without  rccordat,  which  must 
be  two  at  the  lest.' 

One  of  the  interrogatories  for  the  doctrine  and  manners  of  mynisters  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  is  the  following : 

••28.  Whether  they  have  exhorted  yung  folke  to  absteyn  from  privu  contracts, 
k  not  to  marry  without  the  consent  of  such  their  parents  and  fryends  as  have 
authority  over  them,  or  no." 

An  ancient  Canon  forbids  private  contracting  of  marriage,  and  charges  the  con- 
tractors not  to  use  words  of  the  present  tenso  (that  they  might  not  bo  construed  into 
matrimony  itself), 

*  I  suppose  this  1563  use  of  the  phrase  to  be  one  of  the  earliest  recorded. 
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out  to  Rishton  Chapel  in  Staffordshire,  in  another  diocese,  and  there 
married  Joan  Wily,  after  Ellen  Ricroft  had  forbidden  their  banns,  perhaps 
in  his  own  parish.     Ellen  would  of  course  upset  this  marriage. 

Richard  Pickforth's  conscience  moved  him  only  to  take  "as  his  owne, 
and  set  it  to  nurse  "  (p.  65)  the  child  that  he  had  by  the  woman  he  had 
trothplighted — 'not  in  his  house,  but  in  the  Towne  field  of  Warbnrton.' 

Morgan  Edmund,  in  a  case  in  the  Supplement,  p.  187-195,  trothplighted 
and  exchanged  tokens  with  Elizabeth  Bird.  He  then  left  the  town,  and 
was  reported  to  her  as  dead.  She,  having  law-suits,  married  Henry 
Dilon — out  of  several  suitors — to  carry  her  causes  thro  for  her.  Then 
Morgan  turnd  up,  and  sued  or  threatend  Dilon  for  marrying  Elizabeth  : 
not  because  he,  Mor^'an,  meant  to  marry  her  himself — he  said  she  was  a 
priest's  whore,^  and  he  wouldn't  marry  her, — but  because  he  wanted  to 
get  some  of  Elizabeth's  property  out  of  Dilon.  Another  rejected  suitor, 
out  of  spite,  applied  to  the  Sheriff  of  Chester  to  arrest  Elizabeth  and 
Dilon  as  adulterers ;  but  he  got  off  by  declaring,  that  tho  she  was  in  the 
house  with  him,  she  wasn't  in  his  bed. 

In  another  case,  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  is  a  witness  to  the  Troth- 
plight,  and  performs  the  Ceremony.  *  A  travailer  bie  the  Seas'  (p.  67) 
says  to  the  Mayor  that,  "  having  a  voiage  beyond  the  sea,  toward  Ireland," 
I  **  wold  have  one  in  the  meane  season  to  loke  to  thinges  in  myne  house ; 
and  therefore,  I  pray  you,  let  her  [Eleanor  Man  waring]  be  made  my  wief ; 
and  then  I  trust  you  will  suffer  her  to  be  my  housekeper  without  sus- 
picion." On  which,  the  Mayor  "  toke  the  said  parties  and  this  deponent 
with  hyra  on  his  backside^,"  and  there  and  then  trothplighted  them. 
They  "  kissed  together,  and  callid  together  man  and  wief,  and  dronke  a 
Cuppe  of  ale  together  in  the  Maiores  house ;  and  so  departid." 

The  case  of  Alice  Ince  (p.  68-9)  is  interesting,  not  only  for  the  scenes  of 
her  and  her  lover  John  *  sittinge  together  bie  the  fire  in  the  eveninge  tyme 
. . .  afore  dailight  was  done,'  and  then, — because  company  Avas  in  the  liouse,^ 
— going  out  before  the  street-door,  on  the  green,  and  there  holding  a 
Psalter -book,  and  trothplighting  one  another,  but  also  because  it  shows  the 

^  See,  on  this  subject,  my  Ballads  from  MSS. :  the  first  Introduction  to  the  first 
Ballad. 

^  and  ever,  when  a  mylner  came  to  the  towne,  [Mrs.  Isabell  Eichardson]  folloed 
liym  up  and  doune,  whill  she  war  droken,  and  had  no  delit  upon  hir  husband  ;  and 
that  she  left  hir  left-fott  shoe  vpon  Mr.  Andersons  hacsyd  when  she  clamme  over  the 
wall  for  such  intents. — 1563.  Durham  Depositions,  p.  77.  (Surtees  Soc.  1845.)  she 
would  sett  her  horse  in  one  of  his  backhouses. — ih.  p.  83.  See  the  Supplement,  p.  187 
below,  '  in  a  parlour  there,  on  the  backside.' 

^  For  nearly  the  same  reason,  Katherine  Strcte  and  Nicolas  Jepson  go  into  'a 
worke-house,  which  is  an  out-house  ...  an  inconvenient  place'  .  .  . — SupplcmeiU, 
p.  185  below. 
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unfounded  common  belief  that  a  special  form  of  words  was  necessary 
to  the  trothplight.^  Alice  thinks  the  words  "  I  take  thee,  Alice,  to  be 
my  wief,  and  non  other  woman,  so  God  me  helpe,  and  the  Contentes  of 
this  boke,"  were  not  well  and  sufficient ;  but  when  the  latter  words  are 
changed  to  "  So  God  me  helpe,  &  holidame,^  and  bie  this  boke,"  she  is 
satisfied. 

^  True  it  is,  we  are  not  to  stand  upon  Terms,  but  upon  truth  ;  and  any  words 
will  suffice  to  Contract  Matrimony,  so  that  the  meaning  do  appear. — Swinburne, 
Spoiisals,  p.  63. 

The  form  of  Trothplight  given  in  the  Eipon- Chapter  Jets,  1452—1506  (Surtees 
Soc.  vol.  64,  p.  161-2,  A.D.  1875),  in  the  case  of  Margaret  Donnyng  v.  John  Owl- 
thwayt,  A.D.  1471,  is:  "Here  I  take  the,  Margaret,  to  have  to  my  wyff,  to  dede 
[=  till  Death]  us  departe  ;  and  therto  plyght  I  tlie  my  trouthe."  et  mulier  viro  : 
"Here  I  take  yow,  John,  to  have  to  my  husband,  to  dede  us  departe,  and  therto 
plyght  I  yhoue  my  trouthe."  The  joining  hands,  kiss,  and  following  cup  of  Alo 
accompany  these  words  :  "et  contraxerunt  manus  dexteras  adinvicem,  utraque  vice, 
osculo  interveniente.  Et  post  contractum,  praefata  Margareta  afferebat  ciphum  ser- 
visiae,  et  tradidit  [in]  manus  ejusdem  Johannis,  et  potavit,  et  reddidit  mulieri,  et 
ipsa  potavit." 

The  Editor  of  the  Ripon-Chapter  Acts,  the  Rev,  J.  T.  Fowler,  adds  a  Note :  "  There 
are  some  scores  of  similar  cases  in  the  York  Registry,  from  which  the  following 
examples  are  taken. 

In  1484,  at  Easingwold,  a  man  says,  'Here  I  take  the,  Margaret,  to  my  handfest 
wif,  to  hold  and  to  have,  at  bed  and  at  burd,  for  farer  for  lather  [pro  pttlchriori  pro 
difformiori],  for  better  for  wars,  in  sekenes  and  in  heil,  to  dethe  us  depart,  if  holy 
Kirk  it  will  ordand  ;  and  therto  plight  I  the  my  trowth.' 

In  1516,  at  Thornton  in  Craven,  a  man  says  to  a  woman,  *  Here  I  take  the,  Anne, 
to  my  wif,  to  have  and  to  hold,  in  sekenes  and  in  heele,  for  richer  for  porer,  til  deth 
us  depart  ;  and  therto  I  plight  the  my  troth.'     (York  Registry,  Eccl.  Court.) 

The  words  in  the  York  Manual,  now  in  course  of  publication  by  the  Surtees 
Society,  are  as  follows  : — 

"  '  Here  I  take  the,  N,  to  my  wedded  wyfc,  to  haue  and  to  holde,  at  liedde  and  at 
horde,  for  fayrer  for  fouler,  for  better  for  warse,  in  sekeness  and  hele,  tyl  dethe  us 
departe  t ;  and  thereto  I  plyght  the  my  trouthe '  :  tnanum  retraliendo.  *  Dcindc  dicai 
mulier,  sacredote  docente :  *  Here  I  take  the,  N,  to  my  wedded  husbande,  to  haue  and 
to  hohle,  at  bedde  and  at  horde,  for  fayrer  for  fouler,  for  better  for  wars,  in  sekenes 
and  in  hulth,  tyll  dethe  vs  departe  ;  and  theie-to  I  plyght  the  my  trothe.'  " 

At  "departe,t"  says  Mr.  Fowler,  "all  the  MSS.  have  in  the  text,  or  in  margin, 
*  if  holy  kirk  it  will  ordayn.'  [That  is,  allow  the  Marriage  to  be  lawful.]  The  Sarum 
and  Hereford  forms  may  be  seen  in  the  Preface  to  "  Maskell's  Ancient  Liturgy." 

In  the  second  Marriage-Contract  case  in  the  Ripon  volume,  p.  199 — 203,  Jn. 
Wardell  v.  Margaret  Kendale,  in  1468,  there  was  no  real  contract ;  and  no  Troth* 
plight  words  are  given. 

2  This  asseveration  is  in  Piers  Plowman,  B  text,  Passus  V,  1.  376  (Clam.  Press). — 
P.  Z.  Round. 

The  form  of  Trothplight  given  by  Robert  Cleaver  in  his  Oodly  Form  of  Jlottsehold 
OovemmrrU  (1598),  p.  36,  is : 

"/,  A'.,  do  willingly  promise  to  marry  thee,  N.,  if  Ood  vnll,  and  J  line:  when- 
soeiirr  our  parents  shall  thinke  good  and  meet :  til  which  time,  I  take  thee  for  my  onely 
betrothed  wife,  and  thereto  pligfU  thee  my  troth.  In  the  name  qf  the  Father^  the  Sonne, 
and  tJie  Holy  Ohost.     So  bee  it.'* 

"The  same  is  to  be  done  by  the  woman,  the  name  onely  chaunged,  and  all  in  the 
presence  of  the  Parents,  kinsfolkcs,  and  friends. 

"After  tliis,  the  Parents  are  to  l»e  adtnonishetl,  to  sot  and  appoint  the  day  of 
marriage,  neither  too  neare  nor  too  farro  of,  but  to  apiwint  a  competent  Hpaco  of 
time,  that  it  may  be  sufficient  for  the  learning  and  triall  of  all  lets  and  impodiments, 
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^ 


The  case  of  Sybil  Blakhurst  v.  Randle  Ramshae,  p.  70-1,  shows  us  the 
parties  strolling  home  from  Nantwich  market  on  a  Saturday,  overtaking 
one  of  the  overseers  of  the  girl's  father's  will  (which  gave  her  "  an  honest 
porcion  of  gooddes  to  mary  her  withall "),  and  talking  over  their  intended 
marriage.  The  fonn  of  words  used  to  the  girl  in  the  trothplight  here  was 
"  I  will  marry  thee,  if  ever  I  marry  any  "  ;  and  this,  being  only  a  contract 
de  future,  would  not  have  been  enforceable,  had  it  not  been  followd,  as  it 
was,  by  copulation  and  the  birth  of  a  cliild.  For  "  when  the  Parties, 
after  they  have  contracted  Conditional  Spousals  de  pi-cesenti,  or  defuturo} 
do,  before  the  event  of  the  Condition,  knowe  each  other  Carnally,  ...  by 
this  Corporal  Copulation  they  are  deemed  to  have  renounced  the  Condition  ; 
and  presently  to  yield  their  mutual  Consents  to  Contract  and  consummate 
pure  and  perfect  Matrimony."  ^ — Swinburne,  Spousals,  p.  121.  As  an 
Example  of  Conditional  Spousal,  he  gives,  "I  will  contract  Matrimony 
with  thee,  if  thou  wilt  give  me  1001."— p.  120.     (See  below,  p.  210.) 

The  case  on  p.  57  raises,  like^  other  cases  do,  the  question  of  tokens. 
How  far  are  gifts  from  one  contracted  or  copulating  person  to  another, 
evidence  of  intended  marriage  or  not  1  On  that  p.  57,  a  poor  man  who 
gives  a  woman  lOs.,  or  about  a  mark,  13s.  id.,  declares  that  he  gave  it  only 

whereby  promised  marriage  might  be  hindered,  aud  yet  giue  no  occasion,  by  reason 
of  the  length  thereof,  to  prouoke  the  parties  to  incontinencie.  In  the  meane  time, 
the  parties  aflBanced  are  to  be  admonislied,  to  abstaine  from  the  vse  of  marriage,  and 
to  behaue  themselues  wisely,  chastly,  louingly,  and  soberly,  till  the  day  appointed  do 
come.     And  so  with  a  Psalme  and  prayer,  to  conclude  the  holy  action. 

"  1.  Because  there  might  be  some  preparation  for  the  things  pertaining  to  liouse- 
keeping,  betweene  that  time  and  the  celebrating  of  marriages  :  but  this  is  not  a 
chiefe  cause. 

"2.  Because  the  Lord  would  by  this  meanes  make  a  difference  betwixt  bruits 
beastes  and  men,  and  betwixt  the  Prophane  and  his  children. 

' '  For  they,  euen  as  beastes,  do,  after  a  beastlike  manner,  beeing  led  by  a  naturall 
instinct  and  motion,  fall  togither :  but  God  will  haue  this  difference,  whereby  his 
children  should  be  seuered  from  that  brutish  manner,  in  that  they  should  haue  a 
certaine  distance  of  time,  betweene  the  knitting  of  affection,  and  the  enioying  one  of 
another,  and  a  more  neere  ioyning  of  one  vnto  another. 

"3.  That  they  should  in  that  time,  thinke  on  the  causes  why  they  are  to  marrie, 
and  the  duties  of  marriage  :  For  many  enter  thereinto,  not  considering  at  all,  of  the 
great  duties  belonging  to  them  in  the  same,  nor  thinke  of  the  troubles  and  afflictions 
that  folio  we  marriage. 

**  But  the  Lord  would  haue  these  thinges  thought  on,  and  a  consideration  to  bee 
had,  both  of  the  causes  of  marriage,  and  the  duties  to  bee  performed,  and  the  troubles 
to  be  undergone." 

'  Had  Cleaver's  opinion  of  Shakspere  been  asked,  he  would  evidently  have  set  him 
down  as  a  "bruite  beast,"  and  one  "of  the  prophane." '— F.  J.  F.  in  Tlic  Academy, 
14  Oct.  1876,  p.  385-6. 

^  See  the  Supplement,  p.  186,  and  210,  the  first  of  the  Blakhurst  case. 

"  See  also  Cranmer's  Miscellaneous  Writings  (Parker  Soc),  p.  360.  Cranmer  says 
in  a  Letter  to  Thos.  Cromwell  (?  1538) : — "I  and  my  doctors  that  are  now  with  me 
are  of  this  opinion,  that  this  matrimony  contracted  per  verba  de  prmsenti,  is  perfect 
matrimony  before  God."— Cited  by  E.  B.  Peacock,  in  Academy,  21  Oct.  1876,  p.  409, 
col.  3.  3  Like  is  a  conjunction  {like  as),  as  well  as  a  prep,  {like  to). 
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"  because  he  had,  and  wold  have,  to  do  with  her  ...  &  not  for  that  he 
wold  marry  her.  as  for  any  other  token,  he  sais  ther  was  non  sent  from 
hyra,  or  receyvid  from  her,"  tho  he  acknowledges  that  "  he  hath  had  of 
her  a  sate  [sute  1  MS.]  of  silver  and  a  haudcheverchefe,"  Avhich  she 
evidently  intended  as  tokens. 

In  a  Durham  Deposition  case  (Surtecs  Soc.)  in  1575-6,  Edmund 
Hodgson  of  Cockermouth,  husbandman,  aged  about  40  years,  "saith  that 
ther  was  never  any  tokens  gyvin  nor  sent  to  this  deponent  by  or  frome 
the  said  Margarye  [Wormely],  no,  not  so  moch  as  a  haudkeircher. 
Marye,  this  examinate  gave  the  said  Margarye  an  olde  grote,  upon  fren- 
ship,  hut  as  no  ioken^.''  He  'had  an  ox  that  torfled,'  dislocated  a  joint, 
and  applied  to  Margarie's  father  to  give,  or  borrow  for,  him,  enough  to 
buy  another  ox.  The  *  father  refuside ' ;  Margarie  lent  him  20s.;  and  thtin 
he  didn't  either  repay  her  or  marry  her.     Such,  alas,  is  man  ! 

Of  course  the  question  of  money  turns  up  in  marriage.  Richard 
Lowe,  mentioned  above,  p.  56,  gives  his  reason  for  not  carrying  out  his 
trothplight  with  Jane  "VValkden :  he  "  sais,  her  frendes  promysed  hym  a 
pece  of  good,  and  wold  not  performe  hit,  so 'that  this  respondent  was 
lothe  to  marie,  and  not  well  able  to  kepe  her,  except  he  had  had  that 
mariage  good."  In  Man  v.  Pickworth  too,  p.  64-5,  the  money-point 
seems  to  turn  up.  And  Hugh  Pollet's  case,  p.  62-3,  appears  to  Jje  one 
of  a  man  trying  to  hook  a  well-off  widow.  But  the  widow  won't  have  it, 
and  declares  that  Hugli's  silver  ring^  was  not  meant  as  a  token  in  con- 

'  1571.  "Jn.  Simpsort  .  .  saith  that,  about  harvest  this  time  2  yeres  now  last  past, 
this  examinate  caried  a  bowed  grote  and  a  bowed  2d.  as  tokens,  sent  by  this  examinate 
from  the  said  William,  to  the  forsaid  Anne,  being  then  spynning  in  a  little  house 
within  hir  mother  Margaret  Smith  dwhelling  house." — Durliam  Depositions  (Surtees 
Soc.  1845),  p.  238. 

A.D.  1575-6.  "immediately  after  the  said  Helinor  [Colson]  had  plight  her  faith 
and  treweth  to  the  said  Thomas,  and  Thomas  Manwell  had  doon  to  hir,  then  tiic  said 
Manwell  took  a  rose  noble  of  gold  out  of  his  purse,  and  bowed  the  same,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  this  examinate  and  his  said  wyf,  gave  the  same  noble  to  tho  said  Helinor 
for  a  token.  And  then  she,  the  said  Helinor,  imediatly  then  after  opened  hir  pusse, 
and  gave  the  said  Thomas  Manwell  arynge  of  silver  havynge  2  hands,  one  of  them  in 
another,  and  gilte  with  golde." — IMcrhnm  Dcpositioiut,  p.  282.     Surtees  Soc.  1845. 

1587.  "  Allison  Browne  .  .  saith  that  .  .  the  said  Clement  and  Agnes  .  .  talking 
of  mariag  to  be  had  betwixt  them,  the  said  Clement  did  say,  by  his  trouth,  that  ho 
would  never  have  other  woman  in  middle  earth  then  the  said  Agnes,  and  she  said 
she  wold  never  have  other  man  but  him  ;  and  then  he  gave  hir  an  old  grote,  and  she 
gave  him  a  napking."— 16,  p.  327. 

On.  Fletcher  (ab.  1613),  Henry  VIII,  II.  iii.  86,  *'a  Threepence  bowd  would  hire 
me,  Old  as  I  arn,  to  Queene  it."    (Shakspere  didn't  write  any  of  Heni-y  VIII.) 

'  Compare  Old  Ways,  p.  82  :  "John  Cragge  did  Uke  out  of  his  purse  a  ryngje  of 
sylver,  and  gave  hit  to  Atwode  [tho  betrother],  who  did  give  it  even  to  AIsou 
[Hadcocke],  and  they  did  drynke  together."  'They  had  kissyd.'  See  the  gold  ring 
in  the  Supplement,  p.  187-192  below,  and  in  the  Index. 

See  an  interesting  Paper  by  8.  R.  Bird  in  Tlu  Antiquary,  Nov.  1881,  vol.  iv. 
185-8,  on  four  '  Early  Breach  of  Promiao  Cases,'  to  recover  prosenta  made,  and  (in  one 
CHILD-MARRIA0E8,  d 
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firmation  of  a  contract,  but  was  merely  a  loan,  which  she  returnd.  The 
most  interesting  thing  in  the  case  is  the  bit  at  the  top  of  p.  63,  that  the 
■widow,  after  her  husband's  burial,  was  ill  from  anxiety,  and  from  the  birth 
of  two  children,  and  sent  her  water  "  to  a  phisicion  at  Chelford,  to  knowe 
his  opinion,  what  was  good  for  her :  which  bade  her  take  spice,  nut- 
megges,  ginger  and  old  Ale,  and  drink  them,  and  she  wold  mend;  for  it 
was  no  sicknes,  but  that  her  braine  was  wastid  with  taking  thoughtes." 

In  the  case  of  Alice  Wodfall  v.  Thomas  Torbock  (Supplement,  p.  197) 
the  parties  each  appoint  a  referee  or  Daiesman,  and  these  two  meet,  "  and 
eate  a  pigge,  and  cold  not  agree."  But  on  a  second  meeting,  when  (as 
Mr.  Price  notes)  the  *good  chere'  was  put  off  till  they'd  finisht,  they 
award  that  the  man  and  woman  shall  be  formally  trothplighted ;  which 
they  are ;  and  a  day  is  appointed  for  their  marriage. 

A  case  in  the  Supplement,  Winstanley  v.  Ellen  Sonkie,  p.  198-200, 
is  curious  for  the  man's  delay  of  20  years  in  bringing  his  suit.^  He  heard 
that  Ellen,  who  had  bound  herself  by  oath  to  him,  was  going  to  marry 
Robert  Gidlowe ;  so  he  went  to  her  house  at  night,  when  her  father  and 
mother  were  in  bed,  and  challenged  her  as  to  her  pledge  to  him.  She 
acknowledgd  it.  They  finally  trothplighted  one  another  in  the  presence 
of  witnesses.  Three  or  4  weeks  after,  she  married  Gidlowe ;  and  20 
years  after,  Winstanley  took  process  to  annul  the  marriage.  Her  father 
"  was  offendid  that  [Winstanley]  came  to  his  house  " ;  and  this  explains 
(I  suppose)  the  daughter's  throwing  over  her  troth plighter.  There's  an 
interesting  touch,  in  this  case,  of  the  continuance  of  the  Eomish  custom 
of  abstaining  from  meat  on  Fridays : 

beinge  askid  'howe  she  knoweth  it  was  done  apon  a  Thursdaie ' ;  she 
saies,  '  bie  her  supper ;  and  biecause  they  made  an  end  of  flesh  meat  that 
night  for  that  weke.'     p.  200. 

The  most  amusing  bit  that  I've  seen  in  a  Trothplight  case  was  given 
me  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Price  from  the  1548-50  Depositions  at  Chester,  which 
he  and  Mr.  Irvine  are  to  edit  for  our  Society.  Hitherto  we  have  always 
thought  that  Shakspere  was  poking  fun  at  us  when  he  made  Biondello 
say,  in  Hie  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  IV.  i.  95-6,  *'  I  knew  a  wench  maried 
in  an  afternoone  as  shee  went  to  the  Garden  for  Parsley  to  stuffe  a 
Habit " ;  but  Mr.  Price's  case  shows  us  that  this  might  easily  have 
happend :  the  gardener  or  some  man  trothplighted  her  on  the  spot,  then 
copulated  with  her,  and  the  "  perfect  Matrimony  before  God  "  (as  Cranmer 

instance)  money  expended  to  keep  the  lady  (and  cure  her  during  her  illness  from 
neglect)  and  her  servant  for  the  ten  years  during  which  the  man  betrotht  to  her  was 
abroad.  ^  See  the  more  delayd  Price  case,  p.  liii,  76-9. 
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and  his  Doctors  call  it,  p.  xlviii,  n.  2)  was  accomplislit.  The  case  is  one 
of  a  clergyman  of  St.  Peter's,  Chester,  *'  Johannes  Cotgreue,  cle?-icus, 
parochte  sancii  Petri,  Civitaiis  Cestrie,"  and  Alice  Gidlowe,  who,  during 
his  later  absence  from  Cheshire,  married  Thomas  Belen. 

On  6  Feb.  1549-50,  John  Cotgreve  deposes,  "that  upon  a  mydsom^r 
dale  comeinge,  the  tyme  shalbe  ix'  yeris,  this  deponent  vjiih  iiij'  other 
persons,  as  he  nowe  reme??ibres,  and  Alis  Belen,  alms  Gidlowe,  articulate, 
after  theye  hade  made  merie  the  same  day,  in  the  evenenge  he,  this 
deponent,  accompanied  -with  Bartime  Dood,  Bondall  Philippe,  Hugh 
Aston,  and  one  \hlank  in  MS.']  Picton,  went  to  bringe  the  said  Alis  hom- 
ward  toward  Saltneye,^  where  then  she  dwelled,  Vt  dicit ;  and  beynge  in 
Hanbrige,2  w^{^  deponent  spied  forth  a  vacant  howse  or  a  berne,  where  no 
ma?^  dide  dwelle  att  that  tyme ;  &  beyng  att  that  tyme  in  familiar  ac- 
quentains  wiili  the  said  Alis  before  named,  desired  that  theye  ij'  soolo 
[alone]  together  to  goe  into  the  said  howse,  for  the  intente  that  he,  this 
deponent,  (as  he  sais)  wold  haue  hade  his  pleasure  off  hyr;  the  wicli 
thinge  the  said  Alis  wold  not  grante,  excepte  he  wuld  att  that  tyme 
promesse  to  marie  hyr.  whereapon  this  deponent  spake  to  his  companyons 
before  named,  desiring  them  to  come  into  the  said  vacant  howse  with 
hym  and  the  said  Alis,  for  he  intended  to  make  a  co7itract  in  there  wiih 
the  said  Alis.  and  so  there,  and  att  that  present  tyme,  and  before  the 
j)ersons  afore  speciefied,  he  toke  the  said  Alis  bie  the  hande,  speyking 
these  words,  *'I,  John,  take  thee,  Alis,  to  mye  wedded  wiff ;  and  therto 
I  plight  thee  mye  troth  " :  whervnto  the  said  Alis  i??miediatlie  then  and 
ther  answaringe,  said,  "I,  Alis,  take  thee  John,  to  mye  husbondc;  and 
therto  I  plight  thee  mye  troth  "  ;  and  so  they  toe  kissed  together.  And 
this  deponent  desired  the  persons  before  named  to  bayre  record  off  this 
contracte  when  theye  shuld  be  called  thervnto.  And  forther  required 
them  to  goe  a  litill  before  towarde  Saltney,  and  he,  this  deponent,  with 
the  said  Alis  wold  shortlie  come  after,  after  whos  departure,  this  de- 
ponent, Vt  dicit,  in  that  vacant  howse  and  att  that  present  tyme,  did 
knowe  carnallie  the  said  Alis ;  and  so  did  often  and  manye  tymes  afore 
she  was  maried  to  Thomas  Belen,  Vt  dicit.  And  forther  he  sais,  that  lie 
was  absent  and  forth  off  the  contrey  when  the  said  Alis  was  marietl  with 
Thomas  Belen ;  and  itf  he  hade  bene  present  att  that  tyme,  he  wold  liaue 
forbiden  the  same,  for  his  consciens  sake,  Vt  dicit ;  and  that  ho  has  told 
to  his  secrett  frendes  off  the  said  contracte  made  wtt/t  the  said  Alis,  Vt 
dicit. 

Another  curious  case  of  Trothplight  under  compulsion,  of  which  the 
present  Text  contains  no  instance,^  occurs  in  Mr.  Price's  volume.  A 
grown-up  girl  is  induced  to  trothplight  herself  to  a  man,  by  the  threats  of 
her  father  and  mother  (the  father  thrashing  her  with  his  walking-staff) ; 

'  A  village  near  Chester,  up  the  Deo  estuary. 
'  Han<l bridge,  a  suburb  of  Chester,  across  the  Doe. 

•  We  have  a  compulsory  Marriage  of  a  growu-up  girl,  Maude  Gregoric,  to  Honry 
Price,  p.  78  below. 
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and  she  then  marries  the  man,  from  her  feeling  of  politeness  to  some 
neighbours,  who  came  three  miles  to  see  her  wedded.  She  evidently  felt 
that  she  must  not  disappoint  them  :  so  she  was  accordingly  married,  and 
went  to  her  husband's  house,  but  would  not  let  him  touch  her.  He  set  a 
watch  on  her ;  but  she  one  day  took  her  clothes  and  ran  away,  and  stopt 
away  more  than  three  years.  He  then  took  proceedings  to  annul  the 
marriage.  Here  are  the  details,  from  my  letter  in  The  Academy,  14  Oct. 
1893,  p.  321  :— 

In  February  1548-9,  William  Wittoun,  of  Frodsham,  says  that  he 
married  his  wife  Alice  five  years  before,  in  his  parish  church,  and 

"  thai  he  thinkes  verelie  thai  the  said  Alice  his  wifF  was  compellid  bie 
hyr  father  and  mother  to  marie  w^t/^  hym  " ;  and  "  thai  after  he  hade 
maried  the  said  Alis,  as  long  as  she  taried  wiih  hym,  he  cold  neue?' 
obteyne  hyr  luff  or  fauowr ;  nor  yett,  be  anye  feare  meanes  or  foule,  the 
said  Alis  wold  not  suffer  hym  to  have  carnall  knolege  wiih  hyr ;  and 
often  tymes  the  said  Alis  has  declared  to  this  deponent,  thai  she  neue?* 
agreed  nor  consentid  in  hyr  harte  to  marie  with  hym,  but  bie  the  manes- 
yng,  bey  tinges,  and  compulsion  off  hyr  father  /  and  forth  er,  this  deponent 
sais,  thai  for  a  certen  space  he  desired  his  frendis  to  wache  the  said  Alis, 
tliai  she  ra?/-  not  awaie.  And  as  sone  as  the  said  Alis  perceyved  thai  ther 
was  no  such  street  wache  laid  for  hyr,  she  toke  hyr  clothis  and  ra/i  awaie, 
and  has  bene  from  this  deponent  iij'  yeris  and  more." 

Richard  Massie,  of  Budworth,  deposes,  among  other  things, 

"  that  the  daie  befoir  the  said  William  and  Alis  were  maried  together,  the 
said  Alis  told  this  deponent  thai  she  hade  rather  the  devill  had  hym,  than 
she  wold  contract  to  marie  hym ;  but  she  most  ned^s  do  itt,  bie  the  com- 
pulsion off  hyr  father." 

Then  comes  the  most  important  witness,  "  Margareta  Walchwoman, 
of  Budworth,"  and  she 

"sais  that  the  daye  wich  Allis  was  assured  to  William  Wittoun,  she  bie 
no  meanes  wold  haue  gone  to  haue  bene  assured  to  the  same  partie,  al- 
though the  said  Alis  father  and  hyr  mother  did  intise  and  allure  hyr  bie 
meanye  feare  mesurs  and  promesses,  vntill  the  tyme  thai  the  said  Alis 
father  did  beate  hyr  viiih  a  walkyng  staff,  and  threten  othirwise  to  handill 
hyr,  iff  she  wold  not  go  \iiih  hym  to  the  Northwich,  to  be  co?itracted 
w^t/^  the  said  William  Wittown ;  and  for  all  that,  the  said  Alis  wold  not 
goe  w^'t/^  hyr  father  vntill  the  tyme  thai  hyr  mother  did  co??ipelIe  hyr 
-\\iih  manesyng  wordi5  and  threteningt's  to  go  to  the  IsTorthwich  afte?'  hyr 
said  father.  And  forther  now  this  deponent  sais,  thai  the  said  Alis  told 
this  deponent,  afte?*  she  was  assured  to  the  said  William,  thai  she  wold 
ruwe  owt  off  the  cu?^trey,  rather  then  she  wold  marie  wiih  the  said 
William ;  in  so  moch,  thai  this  deponent  has  seen  the  said  Alis  wepe 
dyuerse  tymes,  bie  cause  hyr  father  wold  compelle  hyr  to  marie  hym  thai 
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she  cold  neuer  luff  /  And  tlie  daye  off  the  mariage  oflf  the  said  pa?ties, 
the  said  Alls  wepped  bitterlie,  as  this  deponent  sais ;  and  wold  not  have 
goen  to  thQ  church  to  have  bene  niaried,  but  lie  so  longe  in  hyr  bed,  vntill 
neybo?a's,  that  dwellid  iij'  mylis  off,  came  to  the  mariage  to  the  howse ; 
and  then  the  said  Alis  was  compellid  to  rise,  and  goe  to  the  church  to  be 
maried  /  " 

The  wife  Alice  herself  briefly  confirms  these  statements. 

§  7.  Adulteries.  One  of  the  cases  I  have  clast  under  this  head, 
Henry  Price  v.  Mawde  Price  (p.  76-79),  might  perhaps  have  been 
better  put  under  Trotliplights  ;  but  as  Mawde  actually  married  Hy.  Price, 
and  then  had  two  children — a  boye  and  a  wench — by  Handle  Gregorie 
(to  whom  she  was  previously  betrothd),  I  have  placed  the  case  in  the 
present  section  as  one  of  apparent  adultery.  Mawde,  at  18,  trothplighted 
herself  to  Randle  Gregorie,  and  was  then  "compellid  bie  her  parentis, 
and  other  hyr  frendis,  to  marie  the  said  Henrie  Price,"  tho  **  bie  hyr 
owne  mynde,  she  wold  rather  have  drowned  hyr,  than  maried"  him, 
p.  78.  Randle  Gregorie  didn't  forbid  the  banns  "  biecause  he  hard  men 
say  that  the  said  Mawde  and  [he]  were  too  nere  akinne  to  marry  in 
those  dales,  forbiecause  [his]  father  was  brother  to  the  said  Mawdes 
grandfather."  After  her  marriage,  Mawde  refused  to  let  her  husband 
Henry  Price  have  "  his  pleasure  apon  her";  whereupon  he,  "perceyvinge 
and  judging  that  she  lovid  an  other  man  better  than  hym,  fell  into  such 
sorowe  that  he  was  not  his  owne  man ;  &  went  out  of  the  Countrey  to 
service."  There  he  stayd  while  his  nominal  wife  had  two  children  by 
her  trothplighted  lover;  and  he  waited  21  or  22  years  before  bringing  his 
suit  for  a  divorce,  or  a  decree  that  his  marriage  was  null  and  void  from 
the  beginning.  He  would  of  course  get  it ;  and  she  would  marry  Randle 
Gregorie. 

The  most  touching  case  in  this  volume  is  that  of  Elizabeth  Shuttle- 
worth  (p.  80),  who,  moved  "only  to  save  her  othe,  and  discharge  her 
Conscience,  biecause  hit  is  a  matter  of  Truthe,"  confesses  that  after  slie 
liad  had  six  or  seven  children  by  her  liusband,  she  set  him  aside  in 
favour  of  her  lover  Peter  Hartley,  and  past  off  Hartley's  child  as  her 
husband's.  She  will  make  no  excuses  for  herself,  but  confesses  her  sin  ; 
and,  "  beynge  askid  how  she  will  ly ve  hereafter,  sins  she  cannot  mary,  <& 
her  husbando  hath  refusid  her";  she  sais  'she  knowis  not,  but  as  God 
will  provide  for  her';  and  she  will  do  such  penance  as  *she  shalbe 
assigned  to  do.' 

The  first  case  of  Mr.  Rafe  Holden,  p.  72-3,  is  full  of  local  colour.  We 
have  a  bit  of  the  Tudor  fortification  of  our  coasts  (see  my  Andrew  Boordef 
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pages  119,  329 1),  the  workmen  at  Hull,  there  "to  make  one  bulwarke 
&  two  blockhouses  for  the  defence  of  the  Towne  " ;  we  have  the  packman, 
one  of  the  body  who  carried  on  the  inland  trade  of  the  country,  one  who 
"  draweth  packes  of  Cloth  from  Holifaxe  to  Hull,  and  ther  lodethe  hym- 
self  home  againe  with  stockfishe,  red  heringes  and  such  marchaundrie 
wares  " ;  we  have  this  packman  visiting  and  chatting  with  an  old  gentle- 
woman of  his  county,  not  telling  her  of  her  husband's  marrying  another 
young  woman,  "  biecause  he  wold  not  discomforth  an  old  auncient  gentle- 
woman," but  accepting  her  token  of  a  *bendid  grote'^  for  her  faithless 
spouse,  and  her  commendations  to  him,  besides  *a  paire  of  Flemynge 
kny  ves  [imported  into  Hull]  and  a  Kibon  '  for  his  sisters.  We  have  this 
nice  sample  of  a  country  gentleman, — supposed  to  have  *  bene  up  at 
London  in  the  Court,' — having  shunted  his  old  wife  on  to  her  married 
daughter,  marrying  a  new  wife,  and  being  about  *  to  build  a  newe  house.' 
Eut  he  had  the  grace  to  send  his  old  wife  some  rents. 

The  second  case,  Margaret  Alatt  v.  Richard  Pierson  (p.  73-6),  is  an 
amusing  one.  The  husband  is  eager  for  his  marriage,  but  when  it  ia 
solemnized,  he  finds  himself  incompetent,  from  a  hurt.  He  goes  to 
physic ;  his  wife  waits  eight  weeks ;  and  then 

"  perceyvinge  that  he  could  not  do  any  more  than  afore,  she  commensid 
a  sute,  and  sekid  for  a  divorce  to  be  had  hie  the  lawe  betwixe  them ; 
wherof  Richard  Pierson  was  so  ashamid,  that  he  wold  have  runne  his 
way ;  and  had  gon  xxx*'®  mile  on  his  way,  and  was  fett  againe  bie  his 
frendes,  and  bound  to  abide  the  award  of  the  lawe." — p.  74. 

The  husband,  on  the  contrary,  alleges  that  he  has  had  a  child  by 
another  woman ;  and  that  tho,  at  his  marriage,  he  was  incompetent,  from 
a  hurt,  yet  a  parson-doctor's  drink  soon  cured  him,  and  made  him  '  lustye ' ; 
but  he  wouldn't  use  his  wife's  company  in  bed,  because  she  had  associated 
with  '  one  Thomas  Pawton '  (?  adulterized  with  him)  and  with  *  one  Jane 
Sidebotham,  who  is  knowne  to  be  a  naughtie  woman.' — p.  75. 

The  Downes  case,  p.  202-3,  p.  81,  is  one  of  a  wife  stopping  on  at  her 
mother's  house,  and  not  going  to  her  husband's,  while  he  indulges  in  other 
women,  and  has  illegitimate  children.  The  Eiton  case  shows  us  again 
(p.  82-85)  a  woman  sending  her  water — if  it  was  hers — to  a  parson- 

^  Also  Harrison's  England,  p.  265  (my  edn.),  and  Halle's  Chronicle,  p.  827,  ed. 
1809.  The  allusions  to  public  affairs  are  but  few  in  the  Depositions.  Besides  this 
fortification  one,  we  have  that  to  the  battle  of  St.  Quintins,  p.  106  at  foot,  the  ship 
for  the  Queen's  service,  July  1600,  p.  178,  the  Earl  of  Essex's  soldiers  for  Ireland  cast 
away  on  the  Welsh  coast,  p.  168,  and  the  Letters  by  Post,  p.  178-180. 

^  "The  syluer  of  England  is  Grotes,  halfe  grotes,  Pens,  halfe  pens  ;  and  there  be 
some  Fardynges." — Andrew  Boorde,  Introduction  {vinitQH  1542,  publish;  ^547),  p.  121 
of  my  edition. 


§  8.   Social  Life  as  slioion  hy  the  Affiliatimi  Cases.  Iv 

doctor  for  the  disease  of  the  Mother.^  It  gives  us  also  a  lady  drinking 
with  men  at  an  inn ;  her  servant  walking  her  horse  about  as  she  waits ; 
her  giving  birth  to  a  (?  bastard)  child  as  she  is  riding  to  London  with  a 
male  relation  or  friend;  her  making  a  posset  *  of  a  herbe  callid  Mugge- 
wede  '2  with  her  maid,  the  daughter  of  one  of  her  husband's  tenants,  &c. 
We  now  come  to 

§  8.  Affiliations.  As  I  turnd  over  the  leaves  of  the  MS.,  my  eye 
caught  Ellen  Gardiner's  despairing  cry  (p.  98),  "  Alas  !  I  am  undone ;  for 
he  whom  I  wold  father  my  Child  on,  will  forsake  it " ;  and  this  made  me 
copy  her  case,  and  the  rest  of  its  class.  They  are  full  of  the  life  of  their 
time,  and  of  course  have  an  illustration  or  two  of  Shakspere  :  '  the  little 
peltinge  alehouse'  (p.  98  at  foot) — to  compare  with  the  ^pelting  Farme,* 
Rich.  II..,  II.  i.  60,  '  Poore  pelting  Villages,  Sheeps-Coates  and  Milles,' 
LeaVy  II.  iii.  18,  &c. — and  the  proof  that  the  dramatist  when  he  said  in 
Wlnter^s  Tale,  III.  iii.  72,  of  the  babe  Perdita,  "this  has  been  some 
behinde-doore-worke,"  knew  more  about  what  could  be  done  standing 
*  behind  the  Milne  dore'  (p»  97)  than  John  Cotgreve. — There  are  few 
things"  about  women  (and  men  too)  that  Shakspere  didn't  know ;  and 
few  Elizabethan  records  and  books  that  don't  illustrate  him. 

We  see  what  went  on  at  smart^  houses  like  Sir  Philip  Egerton's,  p.  87  : 
two  servant-girls  in  bed ;  a  man  gets  into  bed  with  them  ;*  the  proper  girl 
goes  to  another  bed ;  the  improper  girl  and  the  man  keep  together  half 
the  night.  Another  time,  the  same  couple  are  found  on  a  truckle-bed 
together ;  but  the  male  finder  declares  they  are  not  there,  for  fear  of  the 
consequences  to  them.  When,  however,  the  discoverer  is  a  female  (p.  91-2), 
and  she  finds  that  her  bedfellow  secretly  steals  to  the  bed  of  John  Barnes, 
and  stays  there  two  hours,  she  dresses,  sees  they  are  *  nought '  together, 
and  peaches  on  the  woman,^  refusing  the  bribe  of  a  pair  of  shoes  to  hold 
her  tongue.  This  naughty  Margaret  Monday  was  a  hard-working  woman ; 
for  when  she  says  she  is  not  to  be  brought  to  bed  till  Christmas,  she  is 
told,  "  thou  art  happy  ;  thou  may  have  a  pece  of  harvest  to  get  somwhat 
in."     In  another  case,  p.  101,  the  girl  is  riding  behind  a  young  man, 

*  A  hysterical  malady.  '  Oh  how  this  Mother  swels  vj)  toward  my  heart ! '  Shnk- 
«pere,  Lear,  II.  iv.  66  (1  Fo.  293/2).  'The  mother  Is  a  pestilent,  wilful,  trouhlesome 
HickneRS.*     Middleton.     MichcwhmuH  Tenn,  \\\ .  i.—Ccnlvry  Diet. 

*  Mug-wort,  an  Herb,  which  being  carry'd  about  a  Alan,  is  said  to  take  away 
Weariness:  It  is  good  for  Wounds,  and  Fits  of  the  Mother  (womb).— Kersey'i 
Phillii)8,  1706. 

*  In  earlier  stages  of  English,  'smart'  meant  rough,  wild, — 'smerte  londe,* 
Dublin  MS.  ;  '  will[d]e  londe,*  liawlinson  MS.,— p.  128,  129,  of  my  edition  of  The 
English  Con//iuM  of  Jrelurul,  K.  K.  T.  Soc.  1896.  It's  a  curioua  change,  fiom  'un- 
cultured '  to  'cultured,'  at  least  in  Society  ways. 

*  See  note  to  Contents  of  MS.,  p.  Ixxxi,  note  1. 

*  The  misdeed  Mas  also  repoiled  on  Dec  bridge,  p.  92. 
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''and  when  they  came  to  a  suspicious  place,  they  light  both;  and  the 
horse  was  rayned  in  the  niidest  of  the  Lane ;  and  they  went  both  over  a 
stele  [stile],  and  backside  a  hedge,  very  suspiciously,  &  did  continue 
together  for  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  howre  &  more  ;  but  what  they 
did  there,  this  deponent  cannot  certenlie  tell ;  but  he  supposed  it  was  for 
no  good  purpose." — p.  101. 

In  almost  all  the  cases,  we  see  the  childing  (p.  95)  of  the  woman, 
with  her  friends  and  midwives  round  her ;  we  hear  the  midwife  ask  her, 
in  her  extreme  pains,  who  is  the  father  of  the  child ;  and  when  she  declares 
him,  I  for  one  incline  to  believe  her,  tho  an  Ellen  Gardiner  may  have  said 
before,  "Clare  hath  a  house,  and  Holt  hath  non;  and  therefore  Clare 
shalbe  father  of  my  Child,"  p.  98.  Then  we  see  the  woman  going  with 
her  kinsfolk  to  the  vicar  or  rector  of  the  parish  to  declare  the  child ;  and 
he  in  church  proclaims  it,  p.  86.  Afterwards,  if  the  reputed  Father  will 
not  own  it,  he  brings  suit  to  cancel  the  Affiliation,  and  the  Depositions 
follow.  I  was  told  in  the  Town-Hall  at  Chester,  that  one  Welsli 
magistrate  would  never  listen  now  to  a  plea  that  a  child  might  belong 
to  one  of  half-a-dozen  fathers  who  had  been  with  its  mother ;  he  said  a 
woman  had  a  perfect  right  to  choose  her  child's  father  out  of  the  set  of 
likely  ones ;  and  he  decided  the  cases  accordingly. 

The  scene  on  p.  98  foot,  99  top,  is  to  the  life :  the  woman  going  for 
turfs  ;i  the  keeper  of  the  little  ruinous  alehouse  pulling  her  in ;  the  neigh- 
bour entering  for  a  coal  to  light  his  fire,  and  seeing  the  couple  in  bed 
together,  thro  the  unclosing  door  and  windows  [shutters] ;  then  the  man 
trying  to  get  rid  of  the  woman,  and  his  mother  reproaching  him  for  it. 

The  existence  of  venereal  disease  is,  alas,  evident,  p.  33,  100,  &c. 

§  9.  Libels.  Our  forefathers  and  foremothers  cald  a  spade  '  a  spade,' 
and  not  '  a  horticultural  implement.'  The  raciest  instances  of  this  here, 
are  on  pages  122,  123,  128-9.  But  after  skimming  hastily  the  Durham 
Depositions,  Cheshire  folk  '11  have  to  confess  that  they  are  no  match  for 
their  Northern  rivals. 

These  Durham  De^yositions,  publisht  by  the  Surtees  Society  in  1845, 
show  the  following  terms  of  abuse  (among  others) :  1.  as  to  women  :  '  this 
plaintiff  should  [=  did]  give  her  daughter  such  drinkes  as  did  slee  the 
childe  that  she  was  with,'  p.  50  ;  '  Go  thy  way,  like  nowghth  as  thou  art, 
and  cut  a  purse,  as  thou  haist  doon  bifore  tyme ;  and  thou  may  be  duckt 
in  Tyne,  as  thou  haith  beene,'  p.  71 ;  "  drabe,  and  rotten  drabe,  and  biche 
foxe,"  p.  81  ;  "hoore";  'she  had  borne  2  children,  and  that  the  fathers 
of  them  was  hanged,'  p.  81 ;  'his  wyf  was  a  lymer,'  p.  83 ;  '  for  certaine 

1  Cp.  'she  went  dowiie  to  fetche  a  baskett-full  of  Tmyes.'—Siip2Jleviait,  p.  207. 
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things  lackinge,  she  turned  a  seve  upon  a  pair  of  sheres '  (was  an  exorcist, 
or  witch) ;  *  she  was  a  drabe,  and  that  she  was  wortliie  a  tar-barrell,  a  cart,^ 
and  a  whip,'  p.  84  ;  '  she  was  a  barrel!  drome,  and  that  slie  was  ever  keud 
for  nought  all  the  daies  of  hir  lyf ' ;  *  she  had  stolen  one  silver  spoone ' ; 
*  she  should  teir  a  cliefEe  and  a  neckurcheffe  of  a  dycke  [off  a  hedge],' 
p.  84;  *Had  she  stolne  a  purse"?  Ye,  marye,  had  she,  and  was  caried 
to  the  I^ew  Yaite  for  the  same,'  p.  88 ;  '  hyte  hoore ;  a  whipe,  and  a  carty 
and  a  frame  hoode,^  (waies  me^  for  the,  my  lasse !)  wenst*  have  a  halpeny 
halter  for  the  to  goo  up  Gallygait  and  be  hanged  V ;  ^  she  was  a  Spanyell 
hoore';  'she  was  whippet  out  of  Morpeth  for  a  skolde,'  p.  89;  'she  caul 
me  hoor,'  p.  90;  'she  was  a  horse  godmother  water  wych,'  p.  91; 
'  noughtie  pak ' :  *  I  am  ney ther  goos-steler  nor  steg  [ganderj-steiler ' : 
'  What,  nouglity  hoore,  caull  thou  me  goose-steiler  ] '  p.  104;  'crowket- 
handyd  wytch,'  p.  247  ;  '  Skotts  hore ' :  "  Thou  caulde  hir  '  hoore'  to  my 
face,"  p.  253;  ' hange-lipped  witche':  'darted  witche,'  p.  313;  'Thou 
haist  A  witch  to  thy  eldmother,'  p.  318.  2.  Of  men  :  '  why  cannot  the 
young  theefe  learne  at  the  old?'  p.  318 ;  'he  haithe  kept  hir,  and  doethe 
kepe  her  stiU,  as  his  leman,'  p.  312  ;  'thou  droncken  horemonger  preist,* 
p.  292  ;  'hooremaster  preiste,'  p.  264  ;  *  cockold,  knave,  cockold,'  p.  248  ; 
'  thou  art  a  cookhold,  and  ye  ar  a  pair  of  cockholdlye  knaves,'  p.  249 ; 
*Goo,  Bayker,  thou  art  a  knave,  and  thy  wyfe  a  hoore,'  p.  244;  'Thou 
art  a  vacabound,  a  wagwallet,  and  syde-tayled  knave';  I  called  him 
openly  'beggerly  harlot  and  cutthrote,'  sainge  that  he  was  'a  covitous 
snowge,  and  such  as  he,  by  Godds  worde,  aught  to  be  weded  out  of  the 
Coomenwelthe,'  p.  107  ;  'theiff,  fals  knave,  busy  knave,'  p.  101  :  'he  was 
a  gouse  and  a  hen  thefe,  and  all  his,'  p.  91 ;  'he  was  so  fals  of  his  toung, 
that  ther  was  [not]  a  worde  of  his  mouth  wortliie  to  be  trusted '  :  '  he 
shuld  steill  his  own  goodes,  hens  and  duckes,  and  gyve  the  same  to 

^  Se'^  the  instance  below,  p.  128.  Shrove-Tuesday  was  the  special  day  for  this 
carting  :  see  iJrand's  Pojmlnr  Antiquiticj'.,  i.  50-52,  ed.  Hazlitt,  1870.  "  Bawdry. — 
The  puni.shment  for  tliis  offence  was  riding  in  a  cart  through  tlie  parish  wliere  it  was 
committed,  and  sometimes  througli  the  adjoininjij  ones  also,  witli  a  paper  attached  to 
the  front  of  the  dress,  descriptive  of  the  particulai-s,  and  a  basin  rinpng  before  them 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  people  to  their  disgrace.  Occasionally  the  culprit  went 
on  horseback.  The  examples  given  by  Stowe  and  others,  of  this  class  of  chastisement, 
are  not  only  very  numerous,  but  we  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  by  the  great  frequency 
of  cases,  where  parents  were  guilty  of  the  crime  towards  their  own  offspring;,  and  of 
the  respectable  position  of  many  of  those  who  were  implicated.  The  j)ublication  of 
the  delinquency  on  a  sheet  of  paper  pinned  to  the  person,  was  common  to  many  other 
crimes,  such  as  perjury,  &c. ;  but  then  it  seems  to  have  been  more  usually  fixed  over 
tli(!  culprit's  heaxl.  Several  instances  of  carting  are  cited  on  p,  51  ;  among  then), 
"  In  1559,  'The  wife  of  Henry  Glyu,  goldsmith,  was  carted  about  London,  for  being 
1)  iwd  to  her  own  tlaughter.*  " 

•  Probably  the  brank$  or  headdress  used  in  Newcastle  to  punish  scolds. — Rainc. 

*  Woe  is  me.— R.  *  Wilt  thou  ?-E. 
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Lightens  wyfe,  whome  withall  he,  the  said  Bartram,  shuld  lyve  ungodlye  : 
she  cauled  them  Scottes  Martyn  sounes,'  p.  91 ;  *  maynsworii  harlots ' :  '  he 
wittinglye  solde  one  stolne  shepe  skyn ' :  *  he  or  his  wyf  stole  a  silver 
whistell' :  *  he  was  a  skott,'^  p.  39  ;  *  she  wolde  nott  go  to  supper  with  no 
such  vile  vyllands  as  he  was,  saing,  "  Falsh  vile  knave,  thou  wold  have 
my  husband  to  bryng  the  pox  to  me,  as  thou  brought  them  to  thi  wyfe  '* 
,  .  .  than  the  said  Janet  cauld  him  "  falsh  pokye  theiff " ',  p.  88 ;  *  he 
was  a  thief,  and  wold  be  hanged,  as  all  his  fore  ellers  [elders]  was,* 
J).  84  ;  a  '  hold  eyed  lymber  thief,'  '  and  that  he  shuld  recett  certain  corne 
of  Siv  Eobert  Brandlyngs,  so  moch  as  wold  fyne  his  house  one  hole 
yere ' :  *  he  shuld  have  murdered  and  put  down  his  two  wyfes,'  p.  83 ;  ^ 
*  the  said  Foster  was  a  perjured  person,'  p.  82 ;  '  shew  not  your  croweltye 
upon  the  boy,  as  ye  use  to  your  wife,'  p.  77 ;  '  Skotts  mangerell,  Skotts 
browll,'  p.  76 ;  *  thou  falsse  olde  carle,'  p.  73 ;  *  he  murdered  his  own 
son,'  p.  7 1 ;  '  the  said  Dicson  did  breake  the  churche  of  West  Awkelande, 
and  toke  forthe  of  the  same,  a  chalice  and  certayne  bookes  and  money, 
and  for  the  same  the  said  Dicson  did  open  penaunce,'  p.  49. 

After  these  lists,  the  Cheshire  and  Flintshire  *  cuckold,'  '  grinning 
thief,'  user  of  another  man's  wife  as  his  own,  '  hore  &  thief,  strong  hore, 
provid  hore,  jade  hore,'  *thou  liest  like  an  arrant  howre,  as  thou  art,'  &c., 
make  but  a  poor  show.  The  long  Flintshire  case,  p.  105 — 110,  arose  out 
of  John  ap  John's  mare  breaking  into  Roger  David's  close.  Eoger  turnd 
the  mare  out,  and  John  said,  *  Bid  that  foul  Cuckold  seek  me  my  mare 
again.'  The  ground  of  the  imputation  was,  that  when  John's  wife  Jane 
was  very  young,  she  got  into  bed  between  her  husband  and  another  man, 
instead  of  sleeping  with  her  maid  (p.  105,  110),  and  then  John  was  foolish 
enough  to  tell  his  friends  of  it.^  Another  case,  p.  117,  204-7,  rises  out 
of  a  woman  asking  a  man  for  7  groats  she'd  lent  him  3  years  before.  He 
said  he  didn't  owe  it  her;  she  said  he  did ;  and  she  cald  him  'a  grinning 
thief.'  He  cald  her  'a  strong  whore.'  He  was  working  at  a  paling  with 
an  axe,  and  rusht  after  the  woman, 

"  to  have  smit  her  with  the  axe ;  and  she  runne  into  Wolfall(s)  house  ; 
and  Toppinges  wief ,  who  stode  by  when  they  were  at  thes  wordis,  shutt 
the  dore  against  Fazakerley  ;  &  so  hit  fortuned  that  he  hitt  her  not.  and 
he  confessid  in  that  tene,  he  carid  not  yf  he  had  knockid  her  downe." 

In   the  second   long  case.  Wade  v.  Rile  (p.   Ill — 116),  a   Mother 

^  See  Andrew  Borde's  'Trust  yow  no  Skott,'  p.  59  of  my  edition. 

^  Wm.  Loye  of  Newcastle,  says  of  Wm.  Rand  and  Janet  "Wood  going  'suspeci- 
ouslye '  together  :   *  thoise  two  wold  one  day  make  thre.' 

^  In  this  case  a  "Welsh  witness  isn't  examind  on  certain  points  because  he  doesn't 
know  English. — p.  108.  ^-^  ■  :■ 
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accuses  a  neighbour's  wife  of  adultery  with  her  stepson  Kobert  Rile. 
The  mother  is  milking :  Wade's  servant  rides  by  ;  she  asks  him  how 
his  master  and  mistress  agree  \  and  tells  him  and  others  that  his  mistress 
came  one  snowy  Saturday  morning  to  young  Robert  Rile's  room ;  and 
she,  the  Mother,  lookt  thro  a  '  tote '  or  spy-hole  in  the  door,  and  saw 
tliem  use  one  another  as  man  and  wife.  On  this,  Wade's  husband 
put  her  away;  but  a  friend  of  hers  took  her  case  up,  and  got  a 
Citation  against  Mrs.  Rile  for  libel.  Mrs.  Rile's  answer  is  interesting, 
not  only  for  her  evident  drawing-back  from  what  she'd  said  to  Wade's 
witnesses  against  her,  but  for  her  having  taken  charge  of  a  Cross  and 
other  ornaments  of  Mrs.  Wade's,  and  lent  the  Cross  to  a  young  woman 
to  go  to  a  wedding  or  wake  (p.  116).  She  also  complains  that  when 
^Irs.  Wade  was  sick,  she,  Mrs,  Rile,  **  as  one  neybour  wold  do  to 
another,  did  bringe  her  chickens,  spice,  and  other  thinges  to  comfort 
her";  whereas,  when  she,  Mrs.  Rile,  was  sick,  Mrs.  Wade  only  brought 
her  a  little  befe^  *  to  release  her  mouth,'  and  a  little  salt  eel ;  and  nothing 
more :  p.  116. 

In  the  fourth  case,  p.  117 — 120,  we  have  a  respectable  woman  inviting 
her  husband's  friends  to  drink  with  her  at  the  Bell  inn  at  Nantwich ;  we 
have  a  man  going  into  a  high  loft  there,  to  write  a  letter  for  one  Browne ; 
and  the  indignant  lady  bringing  to  him,  Browne,  one  of  her  friends,  to 
hear  what  a  bad  character  a  wrong-minded  Margaret  Tailiour  had  given 
Browne  of  her  and  her  husband,  the  absent  Mr.  Claiton :  "he  was  a  very 
evill  &  noughtie  man,"  and  as  to  his  wife,  "  like  as  the  one,  like  [is]  the 
other,"  p.  118. 

In  the  amusing  Pattele  case,  p.  128-9,  already  referd  to,  we  see  a 
curate,  offended  at  a  libel  on  one  of  his  female  parishioners,  take  'one 
other  honest  man  in  companie,'  and  exhort  the  libeller  *to  gave  over 
those  sclaunderous  wordes ' ;  but  he  stands  to  them.  In  the  case  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Seaton,  they  were  wrongfully  *  rid  in  a  cart,'  for  their 
fornication,  inasmuch  as  they  "  were  trouth  plight  together  afore,  &  maried 
imediatlie  after,"  p.  128.     (See  p.  Ivii  above.) 

In  the  Gillam  case,  Elizabeth  Walley  says  sensibly,  that  though 
Agnes  Gillam  was  cald  by  another  woman  *a  liar  and  arrant  whore,'  she 
thinks  her  good  name  "is  not  hurt  herobie,  biecause  the  wordes  were 
spoken  in  anger^,'*  p.  127. 

*  I  read  it  *  beste,'  beestings,  the  thick  rich  milk  of  a  cow  after  calving  ;  but  Mr. 
Price  decided  on  '  Ijete.' 

'  Proverb  :  'Two  pots,  a  feast  presage  ;  two  women,  mickle  rage.* — Cotgrave,  Fr, 
Sngl.  Vict.,  1611,  under  Pot. 


ues. 
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Sometimes  there  is  a  suggestion  tliat  very  poor  men  have  been 
subornd  as  witnesses,  so  that  their  testimony  is  of  no  worth.     Thus, 

"Alexander  Liney  is  a  light  person;  and  nowe  latelie  it  was  provid 
before  Sir  Eafe  Leycetour,  .  .  .  that  he  did  consent  to  the  Convaieng 
away  ["Convey,"  the  wise  it  call — Shakspere]  of  certen  butter  &  cheese 
from  this  deponent,  delivered  to  tlie  said  Alexander  &  his  wief  bie  one 
Ellin  Bodley ;  and  for  the  same,  both  he  &  his  wief  were  ponished  in  the 
stockes  /  .  .  .  John  Apshawe  is  a  light  person,  and  a  fugitive,  and  hath 
flitted  twise  within  this  half  yere,"  p.  125. 

In  the  Supplement  are  two  interesting  cases  of  the  reference  of  dis- 
putes about  Libels  to  Daiesmen  or  Arbitrators.  In  the  second  of  these,  a 
widow,  Anne  Yenables,  says  that  Elizabeth  Basnett  ''was  a  hoore,  and 
had  plaid  the  nought  with  Eaffe  Venables,  her  [Anne's]  husband  decessid  " 
(p.  209).  Daiesmen  (or  Referees  on  each  side)  are  appointed  to  settle 
the  dispute,  and  they  give  their  award  against  the  widow : 

"  the  daiesmen  of  Anne  Venables  did  promes  vnto  the  daiesmen  of 
Elizabeth  Basnet,  that  Anne  Yenables  shuld  comme  before  a  dosen  or 
xvi  persons,  in  a  place  and  daie  appointid,  &  there  aske  forgevenes  of 
Elizabeth  Basnet  for  such  wordes  as  she  had  wrongfullie  spoken  by  "  her. 
"and  at  the  daie  and  place  appointed,  the  said  Anne  Venables  did 
refuse,  and  would  not  comme  to  ask  the  said  Elizabeth  Basnet  forgevenes, 
but  came  not  there  at  all."     p.  209-210. 

Whereupon  Elizabeth  rightly  went  to  the  Bishop's  Court  for  redress. 

In  the  case  of  Constance  Frost  v.  William  Ball  (Supplement,  p.  208), 
a  Deposition  is  made  that  a  man  heard  it  said  at  the  Chester  Council, 
that  Constance  had  two  husbands. 

§  10.  Wills.  The  most  striking  case  here  is  that  of  the  widow, 
Isabella  Crompton,  p.  130-1.  During  her  husband's  illness  she  wanted 
to  get  hold  of  his  Will  and  other  documents,  and  make  away  with  the 
Will.  So  she  gets  a  man  to  draw  the  hinge-nails  of  the  chest  the  Will  is 
in,  takes  out  the  papers,  and  then  brings  the  man  some  fresh  nails  to 
fasten  the  hinges  again,  as  if  they  had  never  been  touch t.  Luckily  the 
nail-drawer  was  an  honest  man ;  and  when  question  and  suit  were  raisd 
about  the  Will,  he  was  movd  by  his  Conscience  to  tell  the  executor,  and 
then  come  into  Court  and  depose  to  the  facts. 

In  the  case  about  Alice  Brodhurst's  will,  p.  134-5,  we  see  the  Curate 
administering  the  Communion  to  the  deaf  old  dame  at  9  o'clock  one 
morning  in  her  own  dwelling,  six  days  before  she  died,  and  then,  an  hour 
after,  taking  "a  certen  note  of  her  Will,"  which  he  couldn't  read  over  to 
her  because  she  was  so  deaf.  This  note  was  no  doubt  admitted  to  or 
offerd   for   Probate,   and    objection   was   made   that   the   old   lady  was^ 
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'lunatique';  but  the  curate  repudiates  the  notion,  and  Margerie  Piers 
says  she  '*did  never  knowe  that  euer  she  (A.  Brodhurst)  was  Lunatiker 
or  furiouse."  In  other  cases,  no  N'ote  of  a  man's  Will  is  made ;  and  it  is 
only  nuncupative,  or  by  word  of  mouth.  Eoger  Hodgson,  tlio  uigd  by 
his  parson, — after  he  *'had  gevin  hym  the  rites  of  the  church" — to  make 
his  Will  (p.  132),  wont  do  it  till  his  sick  Brother  comes,  whom  he  wishes 
to  be  his  executor.  But  the  Brother  doesn't  come  in  time,  and  no  Will 
is  made.  In  Pendleton's  case,  the  parson  is  again  (as  usual)  the  drawer 
of  the  Will  (p.  131) ;  and  we  can  see  the  old  testator  sickening  after  his 
first  recovery,  telling  his  neighbour  "  oC  thinges  done  eighty  years  ago," 
his  friend  tarrying  "  with  hym  when  the  breath  went  out  of  his  mouth."  . 
§  11.  Miscellaneous.  The  most  amusing  bit  here  is  on  p.  138  :  the: 
farmer  of  the  tithes^  of  Clitheroe  sent  one 

"  Michaelmas  to  Christofer  Hargrevis  house,  and  demaundid  a  tieth  goose 
of  his  wief,  who  had  ix  geese  this  yere ;  and  she  wold  have  gevin  him 
none  but  one  that  haltid,  and  tralid  the  winge.  And  this  deponent  wold 
not  take  it,  biecause  the  use  is,  to  have  the  best,  savinge  two ;  and  that 
was  the  worst." 

One  can  fancy  the  couple  in  the  farm-yard ;  the  woman  trying  to 
palm  off  the  lean  lame  bird  on  the  tithe-renter's  man,  while  he  sticks  up 
for  his  master's  rights'. 

Henry  Blagburne's  case  (p.  137-8)  is  a  curious  one  :  he  says  he  had  th& 
use  of  his  wife's  body  when  a  spinster,  and  she  persuaded  him  that  she  was 
with  child  by  him ;  so  he  married  her,  and  they  livd  together  12  years, 
but  could  have  no  carnal  connection  because  of  an  impediment  in  her 
body.  This  she  refused  to  have  removed  by  an  operation :  so,  in  the 
8th  year  *'  they  partid ;  &  then  the  Justices  of  Peace  compellid  him  to 
take  her  againe  till  the  Spirituall  Lawe  had  orderid"  a  Separation  or 
Divorce.  Accordingly,  he  brings  suit  in  the  Bishop's  Court ;  but  as  ho 
acknowledges  having  had  a  child  by  one  other  woman,  and  isn't  yet 
certain  about  another  child  by  a  second  woman,  he  surely  couldn't  expect 
the  Bishop  to  be  anxious  to  help  him. 

In  the  long  Depositions  under  a  Commission  (which  1  couldn't  make 
time  to  read  thro),  my  eye  caught  a  nice  bit  about  a  good  clergyman,' 
John  Leigh,  who  was  without  a  curate,  but  was  "continually  travaylid  in 
visitinge  of  his  parishioners,  when  the  newe  sicknes  was  hoto  and  extreme 
within  "  his  parish.  So  I  copied  it,  and  it  is  printed  on  p.  1 39.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Earwaker  has  kindly  written  the  notes  on  the  places  named  on  that  page, 
&c.,  besides  looking  thro  my  revises,  and  calling  attention  to  slips  in  the 
text,  before  its  final  collation  with  tlie  MS.  by  Mr.  Price. 
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§  12.  Clandestine  Mamages.  Those  in  our  Trothplight  cases,  both  in 
the  Text  and  Supplement  (p.  Ixxviii,  57,  56,  194,  196),  were  made  by 
men  in  order  to  get  out  of  their  trothplights  and  enjoy  fresh  wives,  except 
in  the  Sothworth  runaway  case.  But  the  three  later  cases  sent  by  Mr. 
Price  from  separate  documents,  to  form  Section  VIII,  p.  140-1,  seem  not 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  men's  evasion  of  former  trothplights.  Two 
marriages  were  solemnized  by  Clerics,  the  third  by  a  '  Master  Kendricke.' 
The  two  would,  I  assume,  be  valid  marriages,  while  the  third  would  be  a 
good  trothplight.  The  first  of  the  two  was  performd  in  the  bride's 
house  [p.  140];  the  second  'in  a  meadowe  neare  the  towne  of  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  in  the  night  season,  by  the  lighte  of  the  moone'  [p.  141]; 
and  the  third  *  in  the  heighe  waie  that  leadeth  to  Mellinge  meadowes.' 

The  question  has  been  askt  me.  How  clergymen  came  to  commit  such 
gross  irregularities  as  the  performances  of  these  unlicenst  and  un-band 
marriages  1  Their  want  of  money  was  the  main  cause,  I  take  it ;  and 
their  probable  friendship  for  one  or  both  of  the  parties,  the  less  cause. 
Any  one  who  wants  to  know  the  impoverisht  and  ignorant  state  of  the 
clergy  in  Q.  Elizabeth's  time,  should  read  part  of  Chapter  i,  Book  II.  of 
Harrison's  Descnptton  of  England,  1577-87,  p.  26-35  of  my  edition,  and 
the  authorities  cited  in  the  notes  there.     He  denounces 

'*the  couetousnesse  of  the  patrones,  of  whom  some  doo  bestow  aduousons 
of  benefices  vpon  their  bakers,  butlers,  cookes,  good  archers,  falconers, 
and  horse-keepers,  in  sted  of  other  recompense  for  their  long  and  faith- 
full  seruice,  which  they  imploie  afterward  vnto  their  most  advantage," 
p.  26-7. 

Harding  calls  the  English  ministers,  tinkers,  tapsters,  fiddlers  and 
pipers.     Bernher  says  of  the  patrons  (a.d.  1562) : 

"  these  greedy  men  have  spoiled  the  livings,  and  gotten  them  into  their 
hands;  and  instead  of  a  faithful  and  painful  preacher,  they  hire  a  Sir 
John,  which  hath  better  skill  in  playing  at  tables  [backgammon],  or  in 
keeping  of  a  garden,  than  in  God's  word." 

Edward  Bering,  in  his  Sermon  before  Q.  Elizabeth,  25  Feb.  1569-70 — 
in  Brydges's  Brit.  Bibliogr.,  i.  260-1  (1810J — on  the  state  of  the  ministry 
&c.,  benefices  &c.,  says  of  patrons 

"  some  are  selling  theyr  benefices,  some  farming  them,  some  keepe  them 
for  theyr  children,  some  giue  them  to  boyes,  some  to  seruingmen ;  &  very 
fewe  seeke  after  learned  pastors  .  .  .  Looke  vpon  your  ministery,  and 
there  are  .  .  some  shake-bucklers,  some  ruffians,  some  hawkers  and 
hunters,  some  dicers  and  carders,  some  blinde  guides,  and  cannot  see, 
some  dumme  dogs,  and  wil  not  barke  :  and  yet  a  thousand  more  iniquities 
haue  now  couered  the  Priesthode  "... 
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Is  it  likely  that  clergymen  of  this  kind,  thus  treated  and  appointed, 
would  hesitate  to  marry  any  couple,  any  Avhere,  if  they  got  a  fee  for  it  ? 
Or  would  a  parson  of  the  Chester  John-Cotgreve  type,  p.  li  above,  stick 
at  a  trifle  of  banns  or  license,  when  cash  was  to  be  had  for  the  job  ] 

§  13.  The  Mayors'  Books.  Only  the  English  bits  in  the  volumes 
I  lookt  at,  did  I  copy,  for  we  are  an  Early  English  Text  Society.  The 
earliest  books  are  rotting,  so  that  it  is  hardly  safe  to  open  them.  The 
Mayor  and  Corporation  ought  to  pass  a  self-denying  ordinance,  that  they'll 
eat  no  feeds  till  they've  had  the  leaves  of  their  old  volumes  properly  dried, 
sized,  and  lookt-to.  It  is  not  creditable  to  a  Municipality  like  Chester, 
that  its  old  records  should  be  in  the  sad  state  they  are. 

The  English  entries  speak  well  for  the  care  of  the  old  citizens  for  the 
common  good.  The  Butchers  and  Bakers  are  made  to  take  public  oath 
that  the  food  they  supply  to  their  fellow-citizens  shall  be  wholesome,  and 
fair  in  price,  p.  153-4.  (See  too  Rafe  Haselwall's  Bond,  p.  154.)  A  Chandler 
in  like  wise  executes  a  Bond  that  his  Candles  shall  be  only  Ad.  a  pound. 
If  any  trader  tries  to  forestall  buyers,  he  is  had  up,  and  bound  to  bring 
1.  either  the  wares  into  the  general  market  or  Common  Hall  (p.  157,  167), 
where  every  one  has  like  chance  of  buying,  or  2.  not  to  interfere  with  the 
Mayor's  buying  fish  *  for  a  common  bargaine,  to  the  use  of  this  Citie '  (p. 
165),  or  not  to  sell  the  goods  without  the  Mayor's  license  (p.  162).  Corn 
and  grain  also  are  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  City  without  the  Mayor's 
leave  (p.  145).  Wine-merchants  are  stopt  from  cheating  the  Customs,  p. 
155,  and  bound  to  deliver  their  Butts  of  Sack  to  the  City  Sheriffs  on 
demand.  A  slater  is  allowd  to  buy  slates  only  for  his  own  use  and  build- 
ings (p.  151) ;  he  mustn't  hold  a  lot,  and  raise  the  price  to  his  customers. 
A  Barber  has  to  execute  a  Bond  not  to  let  unlawful  games  be  playd  in  his 
house,  p.  145.  If  a  woman  has  a  bastard  by  any  man  (like,  say,  George 
Title)  he  is  made  to  enter  into  a  Bond  to  provide  for  the  Child — for  a  time 
at  least — and  prevent  the  City  being  charged  with  them,  p.  156.  Nay,  in 
one  case,  before  the  baby  is  born,  its  father,  Jn.  Lingley,  has  to  execute  a 
Bond  to  fincjl  it  suck  and  other  necessaries,  p.  157.^  Men  must  pay  for  their 
own  larks,  and  not  saddle  fellow-citizens  with  them.  The  City  is  jealous, 
too,  of  its  own  privileges.  A  Deputy-Bailiflf  of  the  County  Exchequer 
dares  to  arrest  a  defaulter  in  the  open  market-place  of  the  City.  Off  he 
is  packt  to  jail  (p.  150) ;  and  his  prisoner  would  be  of  course  set  free. 
Another  time,  one  citizen — helpt  by  another  man — breaks  into  a  neigh- 
bour's house,  and  hauls  him  out  to  the  Castle-jail,  p.  159.    He  is  set  free, 

*  Compare  the  City  Sheriff  searching  for  adulterers,  to  send  them  to  prison.— 
Supplement,  p.  194  below. 
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and  his  captor  rebuked  for  liis  'such  injurious  dealing.'  A  Letter  from 
Lord  Burleigh,  p.  166,  coniiruis  the  trading  rights  of  City  merchants' 
widows  equally  with  their  dead  husbands.  Well-off  sons  are  lorst  to 
support  their  poor  fathers  *  wholy  decaied,  and  in  greate  yeares,'  under  the 
powers  of  a  Statute  past  two  years  earlier,  p.  173,  182. 

Then,  private  disputes  are  referd  to  the  Mayor  for  decision,  p.  147, 
149,  151-2,  165.  One  of  the  City  Waits  dies :  his  widow  claims  a  share 
in  their  Hautboys,  Trumpets  and  Viols.  They  go  before  the  Mayor ;  and 
all  is  set  straight  (p.  150).  The  City  Wall-mender  grows  old,  and  resigns 
his  post  and  his  livery,  p.  146.  The  City  Conduit-Keeper  and  another 
man  arrange  before  the  Mayor,  that  the  Keeper  shall  let  the  Market-stalls, 
and  take  their  rent,  and  clean  the  street  there,  paying  the  other  man  8^-.  a 
year,  p.  177.  The  Searcher  of  Leather  gives  a  Bond  for  his  due  execution 
of  his  Otiice,  p.  162-3.  Hue  and  Cry  for  culprits,  lays  before  us  a  descrip- 
tion of  their  persons,  p.  171-2.  Letters  of  State,  &c.  arrive,  and  are  sent  off 
by  posts,  p.  178-80.  The  shares  of  the  City-parishes  in  Charity-gifts  are 
stated,  p.  172.  The  Corporation's  own  small  gifts  of  money  (p.  168-171) 
include  doles  to  two  dozen  poor  soldiers, — of  eleven,  the  ship  was  'caste 
awaie  in  Wales ' ; — one  to  a  Doctor's  wife  and  her  children  to  go  to  her 
native  Ipswich, '  upon  her  promis  never  to  retorne  hither  to  be  troublesom 
to  this  Citie ' ;  two  for  burials ;  four  for  three  lame  folk  and  a  cripple  ; 
one  for  'Cranes  wife,  her  legg  broken';  Qd.  to  three  people  'dangerus  sick'; 
one  '  to  a  woman,  for  to  cary  her  to  Hardn  whom  (Hawarden  home),'  &c. 

As  we've  had  to  deal  with  Wards,  I  have  added  a  list  of  the  Queen's 
Cheshire  Wards  in  1578  (p.  180-1),  and  of  the  absentee  Landlords,  which 
it  follows  in  a  State  Paper.  A  notice  of  the  orderd  puUing-down  of 
Staines  Bridge,  Middlesex,  on  account  of  the  South- Western  rebellion,  I 
have  also  put  in,  to  raise  the  question,  whether  the  Citizens  Of  Chester 
were  ever  bidden  to  pull  down  their  Dee  Bridge  for  a  like  cause  :  p.  181. 

And  so  at  last  we  draw  to 

§  14.  Conclusion.  No  reader  of  these  Depositions,  who  has  any 
brains,  will  deny  their  great  value  as  illustrations  of  the  life  of  their 
time.  What,  then,  ought  to  be  done  to  those  Cheshire  Antiquaries  who' 
have  known  of  them  for  the  last  ten  years  and  more,  and  have  left  them 
unprinted  1  Certainly  one  of  these  naughty  folk  ought  to  be  hangd  ;  and 
the  rest  dragd  thro'  the  Dee,  or  stood  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  at  the 
Cross.  Every  outsider  in  the  land  has  a  legitimate  personal  grievance 
against  these  Cheshire  old-timers.  And  if  the  Records  are  interesting  to 
us,  how  much  more  so  are  they  to  Cheshire  folk !  As  Mr.  St.  Chad 
Boscawen  said  to  me  after  I'd  read  bits  of  the  Child-Marriage  cases  to  a 
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Meeting  at  Mrs.  Haweis's  :  "Interesting'?  Why,  I  know  all  the  names, 
the  families,  the  places,  the  old  phrases !  These  things  mean  ten  times 
more  to  me  than  they  do  to  you."  And  so  they  do.  More  shame,  then, 
to  the  Cheshire  Antiquaries  for  not  having  puhlisht  them  before,  and  iov 
leaving  them  to  an  overwork t  old  Londoner  to  put  thro  in  a  spurt,  when 
he's  had,  in  the  same  time,  to  turn  out  two  books  for  his  Early  English 
Text  Society— 27ie  Three  Kings'  Sons  (ab.  1500),  and  The  English 
Comiuest  of  Ireland,  1165 — 1186  (2  texts,  c.  1425,  1440) — as  well  as 
edit  Shakspere's  Comedies  and  Histories  in  his  evenings,  for  Mr.  Wm. 
Morris's  grand  black-aud-red  edition.  I  am  an  ill-used  person.  And  if 
any  reader  will  curse  the  Cheshire  Antiquaries  for  me,  I  shall  feel 
grateful  to  him.  On  them,  too,  he  must  in  fairness  lay  all  blame  for  the 
shortcomings  of  this  edition,^  and  the  want  of  the  final  Decrees  in  the 
Suits,2  &c.,  of  local  notes.  One  of  these  Cheshire  demons  ought  to  have 
issued  a  complete  print  of  the  1561-6  Dej^ositions  ten  years  ago.  They 
may  depend  upon  it  that  Satan  has  them  down  in  his  black  book  (or  is  it 
red  1)  for  their  neglect.^ 

^  "When  in  doiil)t,"  swear  at  a  Cheshire  Antiquary. 

-  I  hadn't  time  for  the  search,  and  took  little  interest  in  the  Decrees,  tho  they 
should  be  added  for  completeness'  sake. 

^  Mr.  J.  P.  Earvvaker  writes  : — "About  these  Chester  Depositions  : — The  entering 
of  them  into  the  foUo  volumes  which  you  saw,  ceased  ahout  1580,  or  possibly  earlier. 
After  that  date  tlie  depositions  of  the  witnesses  in  each  case  which  came  before  the 
Court  there,  were  written  upon  sheets  of  folio  papir,  which,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  case,  were  folded  up  lengthwise,  and  endorsed  on  tlie  back  with  the  date  and  tho 
names  of  the  parties  in  dispute.  These  were  then  packed  away  year  by  year  ;  and 
there  are  now  very  many  thousands  of  tliem  in  the  Chester  Registry,  tied  up  in 
enormous  packages  without  any  order  or  arrangement,  and  stowed  away  at  tho  top  of 
the  large  cupboards  in  some  of  the  rooms  there. 

"  I  have  often  had  one  of  these  bundles  down,  and  have  spent  many  hours  going 
through  the  Depositions,  picking  out  any  which  specially  interested  me,  either  from 
the  names  of  the  persons  or  parishes  mentioned,  to  go  through  at  my  leisure. 

"There  is  material  enough  there  to  enable  you  to  print  a  volume  of  the  size  of  the 
one  now  finishing  for  the  next  20  years,  and  I  shall  only  be  too  glad  if  you  will  do 
80.  [This  is  local  men's  duty,  not  ours  of  the  E.  E.  T.  Soc-l  I  cannot  tell  you  when 
they  cease  ;  but  I  think  I  hvve  met  witii  them  as  late  as  1680,  and  {wssibly  later,  but 
I  do  not  recollect  any  after  1700.  Between  1580  and  1640  they  are  veiy  numerovis, 
and  full  of  the  same  quaint  information,  old  English  words  and  expressions,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  those  you  have  printed. 

"  I  expect  there  should  be  many  more  of  tho  bound  volumes  found,  if  a  good 
search  were  made.  Anyhow  1  hope  you  will  ])ay  Chester  a  visit  next  summer,  and 
we  will  have  a  hunt  together  ;  and  you  shall  see  for  yourself  what  an  immensti  mass 
of  material  there  is  to  be  culled  from. 

"  I  hope  you  have  no  very  thin-skinned  members,  or  they  may  he  voting  this 
volume  of  yours  a  most  'improjKsr '  one,  and  full  of  '  naughty  '  doings." 

Mr.  Price  showd  me  some  of  those  folded  and  bundled  Depositions,  and  I  read 
one  or  two,  but  ha<l  no  time  for  more.  Mr.  Price  does  not  believe  that  then?  ai*o  any 
more  bound  volumes  in  tho  Registry,  and  says  that  it  contains  material  for  nmny 
more  vohunes  than  Mr.  Earwakcr  estimates.  So  thoro's  plenty  for  the  Cheshire 
Antiquaries  to  do.     The  question  is,  Will  they  do  it  1 
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Ixvi  §  14.  Conchision.  The  Bishop;  theDuhe;  Mr.Gamon;  Mr.  Price. 

The  next  person  who  wants  talking-to  is  the  Bishop.  Why  are  the  old 
Records  of  his  Court  in  the  dirty,  decaying,  uncalendard,  and  unindext 
state  that  many  of  them  are  ?  Why  isn't  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Registry 
enabled,  and  properly  salaried,  to  put  all  the  documents  in  order,  tin- 
boxes,  &c.,  and  have  a  complete  list  of  them,  with  an  Index  to  their 
contents  ]  No  one  can  fairly  make  the  present  Bishop  responsible  for  the 
sins  of  his  predecessors ;  but  something  he  ought  to  do.^  As  a  last 
resource,  *the  Duke'  could  be  appeald  to;  and  if  he  wont  listen  to 
reason  and  sign  a  cheque,  a  Football  Club  might  carry  him  off,  and  hide 
him  in  a  disused  mine  till  he  sends  for  Mr.  Parker  with  the  necessary  bags 
of  sovereigns  as  his  ransom.  Then  the  Registry  could  be  set  straight. 
It  would  be  a  much  more  useful  result  than  getting  goals  and  points  for 
kicking  a  football  about. 

To  the  present  Registrar,  Mr.  John  Gamon,  I  am  much  indebted. 
Not  only  did  he  refrain  from  charging  me  a  guinea  a  day  for  copying, 
which  the  Salisbury  Registrar  charged, ^  but  he  let  me  off  the  usual 
moderate  fees  that  other  searchers  for  private  matters  have  to  pay ;  and, 
far  more,  he  allowd  his  chief  Registry-clerk,  Mr.  W.  H.  Price,  to  help  me 
in  reading  and  collating  the  MS.  Such  correctness  as  the  text  of  the 
present  book  has,  is  greatly  due  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Price,  as  I  have  said 
before ;  and  I  again  thank  him  heartily  for  his  help ;  as  well  as  Mr.  Phil 
Da  vies  for  his  work  at  the  Mayors'  books. 

As  this  volume  may  have  a  few  readers  not  accustomd  to  our  E.  E. 
T.  Soc.  ways,  I  note  that  all  contractions  in  the  MS.  have  been  expanded 
in  italics  in  the  print;  perhaps  mistakingly  now  and  then.  The  MS. 
*  in  vi  *  ought  probably  to  have  been  always  expanded  '  in  vi??i,'  as  the 
word  is  occasionally  written  *  vim ' ;  but  as  it  is  englisht  '  by  virtue  (of 
his  othe),'  I  have  generally  printed  'vi'  Yirtute.     The  f  of  'examinaf,' 

1  The  Registrar,  "Mr.  Gamon,  and  his  partner  Mr.  Farmer,  have  personally 
arranged  and  indexed  many  documents,  at  the  cost  of  a  great  deal  of  time  ;  and 
cleaning  and  arrangement  of  documents  have  been  going  on  slowly  since  Mr.  Gamon 
has  been  Registrar "  ;  but  the  work  wants  years  of  undivided  attention.  Had  all 
prior  Registrars  been  John  Gamons,  and  all  Chief-Clerks  W.  H.  Prices,  everything 
would  now  have  been  right. 

2  The  Bishop  found  this  system  establisht,  and  could  not  alter  it,  tho  he'll  not 
continue  it  if  he  has  a  chance  of  breaking  it.  When  he  came  to  the  Diocese,  being 
an  antiquary  himself,  he  exhorted  all  his  clergy  to  write  the  histories  of  their 
parishes.  Two  or  three  tried  to  begin,  but  were  met  by  the  Registrar's  demand  of  a 
guinea  a  day  for  searches, — a  charge  of  which  the  Bishop  was  then,  I  need  not  say, 
wholly  ignorant.     So  he  had  to  give  up  his  idea  of  Parish  Histories  in  his  Diocese. 

At  Lincoln,  no  hint  of  a  charge  was  made.  The  Bishop  put  me  (and  later,  my 
copier)  into  the  hands  of  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Smith,  who  set  us  down  his  own  room  in 
the  Tower,  and  let  us  copy  freely  all  we  w^anted  :  this  is  the  right  thing.  At 
Somerset  House,  literary  searchers  into  Wills,  &c.,  above  100  years  old,  are  free  from 
fees,  and  get  most  valuable  help  from  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Challeuor  Smith. 
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the  scribe  of  the  MS.  expanded  as  '  to,'  the  few  times  he  wrote  it  at  full 
length,  for  he  treated  the  word  as  an  ablative  absolute — '  B.  being 
examind ' ; — but,  as  its  far-off  noun — the  name  of  the  examinee — was  in 
the  nominative  case  (to  its  verb),  the  rule  of  Latin  Grammar  obliged  me 
reluctantly  to  abandon  the  scribe's  precedent,  and  print  *  examinatz^s.' 
To  the  word  *  the,'  the  scribe  has  often  added  a  kind  of  wavy  tail,  which 
may  have  meant  *  y,'  and  may  not.  When  *  the '  was  wanted  by  the 
sense,  I've  printed  *  the,'  and  when  *  they '  was  wanted,  *  they.'  In  the 
Mayors'  Books,  a  few  of  the  contractions  beat  me,  and  I  could  only  do 
my  best  with  em. 

In  some  of  the  Cases,  I  have  printed  the  whole  of  the  Depositions. 
In  others,  I  have  left  out  the  tedious  Latin  repetitions  of  the  deponent 
knowing  nothing  about  a  certain  Article  of  Complaint,  &c.  In  others,  I 
have  left  out  the  later  Depositions,  which  only  repeat  former  ones ;  and 
in  still  other  cases  I  have  abstracted  the  main  statements.  Time  faild 
me  to  copy  everything ;  and  as  Canon  Raine  said  of  his  doing,  in  his 
Preface  to  his  edition  of  the  Durham  Depositions,  Surtees  Soc.  1845, 
p.  viii :  "  In  some  suits,  where,  perhaps,  ten  witnesses  were  examined, 
he  [the  Canon]  has  contented  himself  with  printing  the  deposition  of 
only  one.  Neither  has  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  detail  the  result  of  the 
litigation,  which  in  most  cases  might  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Contemporaneous  Act  Books." 

For  the  Glossaiy,  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  Mr.  P.  Z.  Round,  B.A. 
— who  made  part  of  it  in  the  Temperance  Hospital  while  under  Dr. 
Collins's  care, — for  the  Indexes  of  Places  and  Names,  to  ]\Ir.  W.  H. 
Price.  To  them  and  all  our  Members,  readers,  and  friends,  I  wish  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  To  those  Cheshire  Anti- 
quaries, deep  repentance,  frequent  flagellations,  and  the  outpouring  of 
large  subscriptions  to  print  all  their  Records  before  they  themselves 
depart  to  Purgatory,  to  be  punisht  for  their  sins. 

F.    J.    FURNIVALL. 

British  Mnsmm,  tinder  the  Electric  LigJUf 
December  21,  1803. 


p.  Ixiv,  Ixv.  Some  folk  seem  to  be  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Earwaker  dis- 
coverJ  the  Child-Marriages  about  ten  y«;ar8  back.  Mr.  St.  Chad  iJoscawcn  told  i\v\ 
that  the  late  Dean  Howson  described  them  to  liim  more  than  twenty  years  a^o,  and 
that  other  people  then  knew  of  them  as  well.  Mr.  Piccone  of  course  roail  all  in  tlie 
Itegistry  volumes,  and  would  not  keep  his  knowledge  to  himself.  But  doubtlefs  no 
prior  Anti<iuary  made  such  a  thorougn  study  of  them  as  Mr.  Earwaker  did. 


Ixviii  Afterwords.     Depositions  in  other  Dioceses. 


AFTERWOEDS. 

In  the  hope  that  Depositions  like  the  Chester  ones  might  be  in  all  our 
old  dioceses,  I  sent  every  Bishop  a  copy  of  my  Child-Marriage  letter  in 
the  Academy  of  Sept.  1893,  and  askt  him  to  request  his  Registrar  to  tell 
me  what  Documents  of  the  kind  he  had.  The  answers  of  those  who 
replied  are  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Bath  and  Wells.  ''There  are  books  or  depositions  from  the  year 
1500  to  the  present  time ;  but  most  of  the  earlier  ones  are  in  a  very  bad 
state  from  damp,  the  pages  most  rotten,  and  stick  together;  and  even 
where  that  is  not  the  case,  the  books  are  kept  in  abbreviated  Latin, 
which  is  often  faded,  and  almost  impossible  to  decipher.  Most  of  the 
books  break  to  pieces  when  you  try  to  separate  the  leaves." — Richard 
Harris.i 

Durham.  "  The  Depositions  here  in  Ecclesiastical  Suits  begin  about 
1570.  It  is  possible  that  they  contain  similar  records  to  the  Chester 
ones ;  but  if  so,  it  is  odd  if  they  escaped  the  keen  eye  of  the  late  Dr. 
Raine,  who  made  some  use  of  them  in  Vol.  21  of  the  Surtees  Society 
publications.  [See  p.  xxiii-xxvii  above.]  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  me  to 
afford  literary  enquirers  facilities ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so  in  Dr. 
rurnivall's  search,  of  course  without  charge  to  himself." — John  Booth. 

Ely.  See  A.  Gibbons's  printed  Calendar  of  the  Ely  Episcopal 
Records,  Lincoln,  1891.  It  shows  no  Depositions  in  Trials,  and  only  a 
few  on  other  points. 

Gloucester  and  Bristol.  "  The  documents  of  this  Registry  can  be 
inspected  whenever  you  can  attend,  between  10  and  4,  except  on  Thurs- 
days, when  the  hours  are  10  to  2.  I  fear  there  are  no  documents  here, 
likely  to  assist  you." — B.  Bonnor. 

Lincoln.  "  I  have  not  in  this  Registry  any  such  Depositions  as  those 
referred  to  in  the  printed  slip  enclosed  with  your  letter." — John  Swan. 

Oxford.  "  I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  Depositions,  or  any 
reference  to  Child-Marriages  here  ;  but  you  or  your  friends  are  welcome  to 
search  here  without  fee." — Thomas  M.  Davenport. 

Peterborough.  "  There  are  no  records  of  Marriages  of  Divorced 
persons  in  this  Registry.  The  only  records  of  Marriages  here  are  those 
contained  in  the  Marriage-License  Bonds,  which  commence  about  1660." 
— H.  N.  Gates. 

^  Mr.  Harris  suggests  that  a  short  Act  of  Parliament  or  Order  in  Council  be 
obtaind,  to  transfer  all  the  earlier  documents  to  the  Public  Record  Office  in  London. 
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Rochester.  **  I  shall  be  happy  to  produce  the  Register-Books  for  your 
inspection  if  you  will  give  me  a  daj^'s  notice  when  you  are  coming.  You 
will  not  find  any  *  Deposition-Books.'  Whatever  records  (if  there  are 
any)  of  the  kind  you  mention  would  be  found  in  the  general  Register- 
Books  of  the  periods.  These  books  unfortunately  are  not  indexed.  The 
Office-hours  are  from  10  to  4;  Saturdays,  10  to  2." — Geo.  Hy.  Knight. 

St.  Asaph.  The  Bishop  writes  :  "  Our  Registry  was  burnt  down  in 
the  18th  century,  and  all  documents  destroyed." 

St.  DavicVs.  "Diocesan  Registry,  2,  Notts  Sq.,  Carmarthen.  As  to 
all  public  Records  in  my  charge,  which  may  be  open  to  the  Public,  I  am 
always  prepared  to  let  them  be  inspected  free  of  fees,  for  literary  pur- 
poses. I  am  quite  unaware  of  there  being  in  this  Registry  any  papers 
that  may  throw  light  on  the  subject  with  which  you  are  dealing.  I 
have  some  Books  of  Records,  and  also  some  papers,  relating  to  Consistory 
Court  proceedings;  and  it  would  be  in  such  only,  I  take  it,  that  any 
reference  to  such  subject  would  be  found." — John  H.  Barker. 

Sodor  and  Man.  "  There  are  not  any  Depositions  of  the  period 
named  in  your  letter,  in  the  Bishop's  Registry,  relating  to  Child- 
Marriages." — Claude  Connell,  Advocate,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man. 

Winchester.  The  Registrar,  Mr.  Chas.  Wooldridge,  kindly  askt  Mr. 
Baigent,  the  well-known  antiquary,  who  writes  :  "  There  are  no  entries  or 
depositions  as  to  children's  marriages.  The  few  books  preservd,  mostly 
relate  to  Tithe-suits  &  non-payment  of  Tithes ;  to  Church-rates,  cases  of 
defamation  and  immorality — mostly  as  the  result  of  Visitations — and  ex 
ojicio  proceedings  :  bare  entries  of  a  few  lines,  with  entries  of  repeated 
adjournments  of  causes.  I  do  not  think  tlie  books  contain  sufficient  for 
any  one  to  be  sent  to  examine  them  for  the  object  Dr.  Furnivall  is 
engaged  upon.  There  are  also  some  entries  now  and  then  as  to  Recus- 
ancy, and  non-attendance  at  church.  Anything  in  the  shape  of  Deposi- 
tions of  the  16th  century  rarely  occurs;  and  I  have  noticed  only  a  very 
I'w  (11  tries  worth  copying,  except  as  regards  local  interest.  There  are  no 
books  of  Depositions  in  Trials  till  a  later  date :  these  processes  do  not 
ajipear  to  have  been  preserved,  or  entered  into  books." 

We  know  about  Chester,  Salisbury,  and  York  (p.  xxvii  above) ;  but 
still  want  tidings  from  Bangor,  Canterbury,  Carlisle,  Chichester,  Exeter, 
Hereford,  Liclificld,  LlandafF,  Norwich,  (St.  rftul'sl),  and  Woi-cester.  To 
the  Bishops  or  liegistrars  of  tliese  Dioceses,  I  shall  apply  again ;  but  I 
want  volunteers  who'll  give  up  their  holidays,  or  some  spare  days  now 
and  then,  to  search  the  Registries  and  copy  their  likely  documents.  Mr. 
Henry  Littlehales  will  kindly  do  what  he  can.     Who  else  will  helpt 
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p.  XXXV,  &c.  Girh  at  7,  9,  and  12.  Mr.  Round  sends  tlie  following  from  *Iohn 
Cowell.  The  Interpreter  :  or  Booke  containing  the  Signification  of  Words.  Cambridge, 
1607.' 

leaf  C  2.  Age  (cetas)  ...  is  in  the  common  lawe  particularly  vsed  for  those 
especiall  times,  which  enable  men  or  women  to  do  that,  whicli  before  for  want  of  age, 
and  so  consequently  of  iudgement,  they  might  not  do.  And  these  times  in  a  man  be 
two,  in  a  woman  sixe.  The  age  of  21.  yeres  is  termed  the  full  age  in  a  man,  the  age 
of  fourteene  yeares,  the  age  of  discretion,  Litleton  li.  2.  ca.  4.  In  a  woman  there  are 
sixe  seuerall  ages  obserued,  that  seuerally  enable  her  to  do  sixe  seuerall  things. 
Broke.  Gard.  7.  First,  at  7.  yeares  of  age  the  Lord  her  father  may  distraine  his 
tenents  for  ayde  to  marry  her :  for  at  those  yeares  she  may  consent  to  matrimonie. 
Bract,  lib.  2.  cap.  36.  nu.  3.  Secondly,  at  the  age  of  nine  yeares  she  is  dowable  :  for 
then,  or  within  lialfe  a  j^eare  after,  is  she  able  promereri  dotcm,  et  virum  sustinere. 
Fleta.  li.  5.  cap.  22.  Litleton  lib.  prim.  cap.  5.  which  Bracton,  loco  citato,  dotli  not- 
withstanding limit  at  12,  yeares.  Thirdly,  at  twelue  yeares  she  is  able  finally  to 
ratifie  and  confirme  her  former  consent  giuen  to  matrimonie.  Fourthly,  at  14,  yeares 
she  is  enabled  to  receiue  her  land  into  her  owne  hands,  and  shall  be  out  of  ward,  if 
she  be  of  this  age  at  the  death  of  her  ancestor.  Fiftly,  at  sixteene  yeares  she  shal  be 
out  of  ward,  though  at  the  death  of  her  auncestor  she  was  within  the  age  of  fourteene 
yeres:  Instit.  iure  com.  cap.  24,  [ed,  1727].  'The  Reason  is,  because  then  she  may 
take  a  Husband  able  to  perform  Knight-Service.  Sixthly,  at  Twenty  one  Years  she 
is  able  to  alienate  her  Lands  and  Tenements.' 

As  to  the  effect  of  Marriage,  note  that  it  evidently  stopt  Guardianship,  for  the 
Statute  13  Charles  II,  ch.  24,  gives  the  Father  power  to  appoint  a  Guardian  to  his 
under-age  child,  when  such  child  is  *  not  married  at  the  Time  of  his  [the  Father's] 
Death. ' — Cowel :  Gardiene. 

p.  xxxvi,  note  2,  at  foot.  The  doctrine  quoted  in  your  note  at  foot  of  p.  xxxvi 
was  current ;  cp.  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Four  Plays  in  One,  scene  viii  of  T/iC 
Triumph  of  Love,  where  one  of  the  "  States"  says,  "Who  ever  knew  a  rape  produce 
a  child?"  [He  was  a  lawyer,  I  suppose,  though.]  Darley's  edn.,  vol.  ii,  p.  514, 
col.  1.     The  date  of  this  is  put  at  before  1611. 

p.  xxxviii.  Child- Marriages.  Girl  8.  In  1396,  King  Richard  II  (aged  30) 
married  Isabella,  the  daughter  of  King  Charles  VI  of  France,  when  she  was  8  years 
old. 

p.  Ixiv-lxv.  The  Cheshire  Antiquaries.  Mr.  Earwaker  defends  them  : 
''Although  the  Cheshire  antiquaries  may  have  neglected  the  printing  of  these 
particular  Records,  they  have  been  by  no  means  idle  within  the  last  10  or  12  years. 
They  have  printed  no  less  than  7  volumes  of  Indices  to  the  old  Wills,  relating  to 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  now  preserved  at  the  Probate  Court,  Chester,  thereby 
opening  up  an  immense  amount  of  most  valuable  information  to  all  searcliers  into  the 
past  history  of  those  two  counties.  They  have  also  printed  volumes  of  Inquisitions 
post  mortem,  and  many  other  valuable  Records,  and  so  hardly  deserve  to  be  con- 
demned in  quite  so  unsparing  a  manner.  They  can  give  a  good  account  of  themselves 
whenever  called  upon  to  do  so." — J.  P.  E. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  MS.  VOLUME  OF  CHESTER 
DEPOSITIONS.' 

November  1561  to  14  March  1565-6. 


A.D.  1561. 


1-2  (Piccope's  No.  1).  Cowhouse.  Imperfect  Depositions  concerning  a 
place  called  the  Cowe  House  near  Stanlowe  Abbey :  whether  it  liad 
been  part  of  the  Demesne  Land  of  that  Abbey,^  and  free  from  Tythe. 

3  (P.'s  2).  Child-Marriage.  Imperfect  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Wm.  Pole  or  Poole  (when  11)  and  Elizabeth  Tilston 
(when  8).  Extracts  printed  heloio,p.  1. 

4  bk.  (P.'s  3).  Adultery  and  Bigamy.  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Ralph  Holden,  Esq.,  with  Isabel  Houghton  during  the 
lifetime  of  his  first  wife.*  Extracts  ijririted  heloio,  i).  72. 

7  (P.'s  4).     Child-Marriage.     Depositions  concerning  the  marriage  of 

Humphrey  Winstanley  (12)  and  Alice  Worsley,  17. 

Printed  helow^  p.  2. 
9   (P.'s  5).     Child-Marriage.     Further  Depositions   in   the   matter  of 

lialph  Holden,  Esq.*  Extracts  prirded  beloio,  p.  72. 

11  (P.'s  6).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the  marriage  of 
John  Bridge  (under  14)  and  Eliz.  liamsbottom.t     Printed  heloio,p.  6. 

12  bk.  (P.'s  7).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the  marriage 
of  George  Hulse  and  Elizabeth  Hulse.  Printed  below,  p.  4. 

14  (P.'s  8).  Trothplight.  Depositions  concerning  a  Contract  of  Mar- 
riage between  Rich.  Lowe  and  Jane  Walkden.        Printed  heloWf  p.  66. 


A.D.  1562. 

15-17  (P.'s  9).     Trothplight.     Depositions  concerning  Contract  of  Mar- 
riage between  Nicholas  Jepson  and  Cath.  Street.  Printed  beloWf  p.  184. 

^  These  *  Contonts '  are  by  Mr.  Piccope,  a  former  Vicar  of  Fanulon,  near  Oliester, 
with  additions  by  Mr.  Price  and  me.  Mr.  Piccope  writes  in  his  copy,  "All  Do{)08i- 
tions  in  cases  of  Adulteiy,  Fornication,  and  Defamation  are  omitted  in  this  Index." 

''*  Ko^er  CowiMjr  'sais  that  ho  knowe  stanlowe  ahlwy  before  hit  was  supprcssid, 
when  thn;  monkw  dwellid  there  ;  and  he  uener  kne[wej  other  but  the  Cowe  house, 
wlien^as  John  Iline  now  dwellith,  did  belonge  to  Stanlowe,  and  wns  [a]  house  for 
Clattall  and  lM5sti>,  and  [other]  thingis  that  belongid  to  husbaudrie,  [and  was]  of  the 
demaine  of  Stanlowe '  .  .  .  (leaf  2). 
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17-18.     Affiliation.     Jhv^h  Pollet  and  Ellen  Maddocke.i 

18  bk.  (P.'s  10).  Child-Marriage.  Further  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  John  Bridge  and  Eliz.  liamsbottom t  (he  neuer  touchid  her 
bare  skin).  Printed  hdow,  p.  7. 

20-1.     Libel.     Jane  David  v.  Eobert  Ap  David.      Printed  heloiv,  p.  102. 

21-23  (P.'s  11).  Inventory.  Depositions  that  Ann,  widow  and  Execu- 
trix of  Henry  Halsall,  had  given  in  a  false  Inventory  to  the  Dean  of 
Warrington.     (See  no.  18,  If.  45.) 

24-5  (P.'s  12).  Child-Marriage.  Eatification  of  Marriage  of  boy  and 
girl,  each  14  (married  younger).  Depositions  as  to  the  age  of  John 
Starkey,  who  had  married  Alice  Dutton,  and  as  to  her  age  too. 

Printed  l)eloic,p>.  49. 

25-27.     Libel.     Custance  Wade  v.  Eobert  Rile.       Printed  below,  p.  Ml. 

28-29  (29  bk.:  30  front,  blank)  (P.'s  13).  Tithe.  Deposition  concerning 
Tythes  in  Haigh,  in  Wigan  Parish. 

30  bk.,  |rds  of  a  page  (P.'s  14).  Divorce.  Deposition  (20  Feb.  1561-2) 
in  a  matter  of  Divorce  between  Eic.  Livesay  and  Ellen  Livesay.  (Only 
that  J  as.  Whitonge  had  heard  that  Eichard  and  Ellen  Livesay  were 
married  in  Blagburne  parish  church  '  a  yere  agoe  &  more.') 

30  bk.-31  bk.     Affiliation.     Anne  Wadesworth  and  Jn.  Whitwham.    ' 

Part  2^rinted  helow,  p.  85. 

31  bk.-40  (P.'s  15).  Cowhouse.  Further  Depositions  concerning  the 
Cowe  House  near  Stanlow.  One  of  these  Deponents  was  Sir  Eowland 
Stanley,  and  another  "  Dominus  Eica?'c?us  Coke,"  aged  70  years,  and 
formerly  Curate  of  Eastham.  He  mentions  his  going  with  a  former 
Vicar  to  enquire  of  the  Monks  of  Stanlowe  concerning  some  Tythes, 
and  that  he  knew  Stanlawe  before  it  was  suppressed.  The  place  was 
called  the  Cow  House  from  the  Monks  keeping  their  "  Kye  "  there. 
These  Depositions  extend  over  16  pages. 

40  (P.'s  16).  Child-Marriage.  Deposition  concerning  the  marriage  of 
Andrew  Howarth  and  Custance  Entwisel,§  Minors.  Printed  heloiv,  p.  9. 

(leaves  41,  42  blank). 

43-44  (P.'s  17).  Tithe.  Deposition  concerning  the  right  of  John  Orrel 
to  the  Tythe  corn  of  the  Hamlet  of  Turtoii,  in  the  Parish  of  Bolton 
[le  Moors]. 

45-6  (P.'s  18).  Inventory.  Further  Depositions  concerning  the  In- 
ventory of  Hen.  Halsall.     (See  No.  11,  If.  21-23.) 

^  From  the  Deposition  of  Anna  Smithe,  of  the  parish  of  'Mancester,'  aged  22,  it 
is  clear  that  servants  of  both  sexes  slept  in  the  same  room, 

"Ad  iiij  ar^icitlum,  This  deponent  sais  that  she  neuer  knewe  or  se  any  evill  bie 
the  said  Ellin,  whie  she  shuld  be  of  evill  lief  ['  about  seven  yere  afore,  siie  had  a  child 
by  an  other  man,'  says  Randle  Hanmet],  but  only  for  this  matter  [of  her  child  by 
Hugh  Pollet]  ;  neuertheles  this  deponent  thinkc*-  this  suspicion  to  arise,  biecause  ther 
were  [If.  18  bk.]  one  [or]  two  servinge  men  in  Chambre  with  the  said  Ellin,  havinge 
in  their  Cumpanie  a  ^i^wMewoinan,  one,  mw'^res  Diconson  ;  but  she  think^s  in  her 
Conscience  that  is  no  tiue  suspicion."  Com])are  the  Hilton  case  at  Sir  P.  P'gerton's, 
below,  p.  87  ;  and  the  notes  to  the  MS.,  If.  147  bk.,  170,  p.  Ixxxi,  Ixxxii,  below. 
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46-48  (P.'s  19).  Adultery  of  Wife  and  Incompetency  of  Husband. 
Depositions  in  the  matter  of  Margaret  Alatt,  the  wife  of  Richard 
Pierson,  seeking  for  a  Divorce.  Printed  below,  p.  73. 

In  this  Deposition,  the  Parson  of  Little  Biidworth  is  called  Vicar.i — P. 

48-49.     Libel.     Wade  v.  Pile.     Alice  Pile's  Answer. 

Printed  helo'w,  p.  115. 

49  bk.-51.     Affiliation.     Pandle  Fradsam  v.  Margt.  Wilkinson. 

Printed  below,  p.  85. 

51  bk.-53.  Libel.  Margaret  Wirrall  and  Henry  Fazakerley  :  also  at  If. 
61.  See  extract  below,  p.  Wi . 

53  bk.  (P.'s  20).  Child-Marriage.  Further  Depositions  concerning  An- 
drew Haworth  and  distance  Entwisel.§  Printed  belotv,p.  10. 

54-55.     Libel.     Kath.  Claiton  z;.  Marg.  Tailionr.     Printed  beloio,  p.  117. 

55  bk.-57  (57  bk.  and  58  front,  blank),  (P.'s  21).  Adultery  or  Troth- 
plight.  Depositions  to  prove  a  Contract  of  Marriage  between  Pandle 
Gregorie  and  Maude  Gregorie*  previous  to  the  marriage  of  the  latter 
witli  Henry  Price.  Printed  beloio,  p.  76. 

58  bk.  Libel.  Margery  Morgan  v.  Philip  Jenkin  :  Wra.  Colly,  as  to 
tlie  marriage  proposed  between  Margery  Morgan  and  John  Gam.  (See 
If.  68  bk.,  p.  121  below.)  Printed  below,  p.  120. 

59  (P.'s  22).  Tithe.  Dejwsition  in  a  case  of  refusal  of  Tythe  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  in  the  Parish  of  Warrington. t 

59  bk.  (P.'s  23).  Child-Marriage.  Deposition  concerning  the  marriage 
of  Peter  Haworth  and  Margerie  Heydock,  Minors. 

Printed  beloio,  p.  11. 

60  (P.'s  24).  Tithe.  Another  Deposition  concerning  Tithe  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  in  Warrington  Parish,  f 

60  bk.  (and  at  99  bk.).     Affiliation.     Oliver  Leghe  v.  Rose  Sworton. 

Printed  below,  p.  89. 

61  (P.'s  25).  Trothplight.  Further  Deposition  in  the  Case  of  Randle 
Gregorie  and  Maude  *  (and  25,*  If.  63  bk.).  Printed  below,  p.  78. 

61-63  bk.  Libel.  Further  Depositions  in  Margt.  AVirrall  and  Hy. 
Fazakerley  (see  If.  51  bk.-53).  Printed  below,  p.  204. 

64  (P.'s  26).  Inventory.  Deposition  of  Isabel  Crompton  concerning 
an  Inventory. 

64  ])k.  (P.'s  27).  Child-Marriage.  Deposition  of  Eliz.  Culcheth  con- 
cerning her  marriage  witli  R;ili>li  Culcheth,  when  cliildren  :  4  children 
afterwards  born  to  tJKMn.  See  extract  below,  p.  51. 

65-6.     Libel.     Jane  David  and  Jn.  ap  John.     (See  If.  75  and  86  bk.) 

Printed  below,}).  103. 

1  '  Wliy  flliouldri't  \\c  be  ?'  writes  Mr.  Earwakor.  Little  Ihuhvorth  is  a  Vicarage. 
It  is  als)  a  towiisliip,  village  and  extensive  parish  4  n)ilt*8  from  Uelamoro  station  on 
tin;  Cheshiie  bines  railway,  and  4  m.  E.N.E.  from  Tori^orley.  It  was  formerly  a  part 
<»f  the  narisli  of  Over,  and  is  descriht-d  as  sudi  in  the  charter  fcr  endowing  tlie 
l.ishopric  of  CheBter,  38  lien.  VI H.  (1546-7).  — Kelly.  Over  is  a  small  market-town 
and  a  pirisli  on  the  West  bank  of  the  rivcr  Weaver,  4  J  m.  W.  from  Middlowich,  and 
15  E.  from  Chester. — ib. 
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66  (P.'s  28).  Tithe.  Further  Depositions  concerning  Tytlie  in  War- 
rington Parish,  t 

67  bk.-68  (P.'s  28*).  Tithe.  Further  Depositions  concerning  Tythe  in 
Warrington  Parish.t     (See  If.  59,  P.'s  No.  22.) 

68  (P.'s  29).  Trothplight.  Deposition  of  John  Smith  as  to  Contract  of 
Marriage  witli  Christiau  Grinisditch.  Printed  heloic^p.  57. 

68  bk.-69.     Libel.     Margery  Morgan  v.  Philip  Jenkin.     (See   also  p. 

1 20. )  Printed  heloiv,  J9.  1 20. 

69-70  (P.'s  30).     Will.     Depositions  concerning  the  affairs  of  Jenkin 

Crompton,  deceased.     (Testator's  wife  had  his  cliest  opend,  and  stole 

his  Will  and  other  Papers.)  PHnted  helmv,  p.  130. 

70  bk.-72  (P.'s  31).     Will.     Depositions  concerning  the  Will  of  Rich. 

Pendleton.  Printed  helmv ,  p.  131. 

72  bk.-73  bk.  (P.'s  32).  Adultery  and  Separation.  Depositions  con- 
cerning the  separation  of  Peginald  and  Jane  Downes.  (He  has  children 
by  2  or  3  other  women.      See  p.  81  below.)  Printed  below,  jj.  202. 

73  bk.-74  (P.'s  33).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  in  the  Divorce  suit 
to  annul  the  marriage  of  Ealph  Whittle  and  Jane  Leyland,  Minors, 
married  when  both  were  above  1 1 ,  and  under  1 2. 

See  extracts  heloic,p.  12. 
lo-ll.     Libel.     John  ap  John  v.  Jane  David.         Printed  heloiv,  p.  105. 

77  bk.     Adultery.     Elizabeth  Shotilworth's  confession  of  Adultery, 

Printed  heloiv,  p.  80. 

78  front  (P.'s  34).  Tithe.  Depositions  as  to  the  right  of  the  Vicar  of 
Aldley  (Audley,  co.  Stafford)  to  Tythe  in  the  Parish  of  Church  Lawton 
(Chester),  and  the  right  of  the  said  Vicar  to  "  Tythe  Herbage  "  in  the 
Parish  of  Aldley.     (See  If.  103  bk.-105,  Piecope's  No.  50.) 

78  bk.-79  (P.'s  35).     Tithe.     Depositions  as  to  personal  Tythes  payable 

to  the  Famier  of  tlie  Tythe  of  Plempstow. 
79-80  bk.  (P.'s  36).   Child-Marriage.   Depositions  concerning  the  marriage 

of  John  Andrew  and  Ellen  Dampart  (Davenport),  Minors. 

Printed  helow,  p.  1 2. 

80  bk.-81.  Affiliation.  John  Cotgreve  v.  Margaret  Monday.  (See  leaves 
84  bk.,  90,  105,  120  bk.,  12,4  bk.)  Printed  helow,  p.  91. 

81  bk.-82.  Libel.  Lady  Anne  Houghton  v.  John  Hoterhall,  for  saying 
she  was  not  the  lawful  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Houghton.^ 

^  22nd  Oct.  1562.  William  Skelicorne  of  the  Parish  of  Kirkh«m,  Gentleman, 
aged  26,  "sais  that  he  neucr  hard  my  Lady  Houghton  but  to  be  eucr  of  gode  name  & 
fame  ;  and  so  this  deponent  think(?s  her  worthie  to  be"  ;  and  "yif  such  wordes  of 
sclaunder  were  spoken,  she  hath  good  cause  of  complaint."  Edward  Ilou.^liton, 
Gentleman,  of  the  Parish  of  Standish,  aged  55,  states  that  he  never  "hard  John 
Hotersall,  articulate,  or  any  other  p«?^on,  speake  or  say  that  my  Lady  Houghton 
was  not  Lawfull  wief  to  Sir  Richard  Houghton,  afore  this  sute  com?nensid  ;  but  that 
he  hard  one  of  my  Lady  Houghtons  men  say  nowe,  that  the  said  Hotersall  alledgid 
[it]  in  a  play  [in  fun]  at  Lancos^c?-."  Sir  Richard  Bretten  appears  also  in  this  suit  for 
Lady  Houghton.— W.  IL  P. 
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b2-84  (P.'s  37).  Trothplight.  Depositions  as  to  a  Contract  of  Marriage 
between  Morgan  Edmund  and  Elizabeth  Bird  (see  P.'s  Nos.  46  and  47). 

Printed  beloiv,p.  187. 

84  bk.-85.     Libel.     Cotgreve  and  Moneley.  Printed  below ,  p.  91. 

85  bk.-86  (P.'s  38).  Trothplight.  Anotlier  Deposition  in  the  case  of 
Morgan  Edmund  and  Elizabeth  Bird  [see  p)-  93).    Printed  l>eloio,p.  191. 

86  bk.-87.    Libel.    Jane  David  v.  John  ap  John.     Printed  helow^pt,  108. 
88   (P.'s   39).     Child-Marriage.     Further   Deposition   in   tlie   case   of 

Andrew  and  Dampart  (Davenport) :  see  IK.  79.  See  heloiv,p.  15. 

88  bk.-89  (P.'s  40).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  in  the  Divorce  of 
the  Child-marriage  of  Pobert  Talbot  and  Grace  Boys,  Minors  :  she 
9-10,  he  12-13.  Pxtract  heloiv,p.  16. 

89  (P.'s  41).  Church  and  Curate  maintenance.  Depositions  concern- 
ing the  liability  of  the  occupiers  of  Tenements  in  the  chapelry  of 
Witton  to  maintain  the  Churcli  and  Curate  at  that  place,  tho'  the 
occupiers  should  reside  out  of  the  Parish.  The  rate  in  Hartford  was 
8rZ.  in  the  pound  on  the  Rental. 

90  front.     Affiliation.     John  Cotgreve  and  Margaret  Moneley. 

Printed  below,  p).  94. 

90  bk.-93  (P.'s  42).  Tithe.  Depositions  as  to  the  right  of  Sir  Thomas 
Langton  to  certain  Tythes  in  Walton  Demesne.  They  were  claimed 
by  Sir  Thos.  Gerrard  under  a  Lease  from  Sir  Tlios.  Talbot,  who  held 
by  Lease  from  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Whalley  (Lancashire). 

93-94.     Affiliation.     Wm.  Clare  v.  Ellen  Gardiner.  Printed  beloio,  p.  97. 

94  bk.-9r)  l)k.  (P.'s  43).  Tithe.  Depositions  as  to  the  customs  of  Tithing 
Hay  in  the  Parish  of  Kosthcrne  (Cheshire). 

95  bk.-96  bk.  (P.'s  44).  Restitution  of  Conjugal  Rights.  Depositions 
concerning  tlie  marriage  of  Thos.  Stanley  and  Margaret  Southworth, 
Minors,§  and  their  being  separated  or  Divorced  b(;fore  the  Parson  of 
Bury,  Lancashire.  PHnted  below,  p.  52. 

97  (P.'s  45).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  the  manner  of  Tything  in 
Budworth  Parish,  and  the  illegal  carrying  away  of  Tythe. 

98.  LibeL  IVIatiltla  Holme  v.  Elizabeth  Tilston.  (E.  T.  cald  ISlaude 
Holme  '  Roberto  Soundes  hoore.')  See  extract  below,  jy.  121. 

98  bk.-99  bk.  (P.'s  46).  Trothplight.  Furtlier  Depositions  in  the  case 
of  Morgan  Edmund  and  Eiiz.  Jiird.     (See  No.  37.) 

PHnted  below,  p.  192. 

99  bk.-lOO.     Affiliation.     Oliver  Legh  v.  Rose  Sworton. 

PHnted.  bcloio,  p.  89. 

100  ])lc.-101  (P.'s  47).  Contract  of  Marriage,  Tokens  &c.  (turquoise 
Ring).  Further  De|Kjsiti(»ns  concerning  Harry  Dillon  and  Elizabeth 
Bird.     (See  If.  82-4,  No.  37.)  Printed  heloto,  p.  194. 

102.  Impediment  in  "Wife.  Henry  Blagburne.  Deposition  as  to  nn 
impediment  in  his  Wife,  and  hia  dealing  witli  2  other  women. 

Printed  below,  ih  137. 


Ixxvi    Contents  of  the  MS.  Vohime  of  Chester  Depositions,  1561-6. 

LEA.F 

102  (R's  48).  Tithe.  Deposition  as  to  the  Tythe  of  Hay  in  Tatton,  in 
Kostherne  Parisli.     (See  If.  107  bk.,  Piccope's  No.  52.) 

103  (P.'s  49).  Restitution  of  Conjugal  Rights.  Further  Deposition 
concerninfif  the  marriage  of  Thos.  Stanley  and  Margaret  South  worth.  § 
(See  If.  95  bk.)  Printed  heloiv,  p.  55. 

103.  Adultery.  Pafe  Yate  v.  Joanna  Yate  :  her  alledgd  Adultery  with 
Rafe  Snrith.^     (See  also  If.  115  bk.,  Piccope's  No.  54.) 

103  bk.-105  (P.'s  50).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  "  Tythe  Herbage  " 
to  the  Vicar  of  Aldley  (Audley,  co.  Staffs.).  See  If.  78,  Piccope's 
No.  34. 

1 05-6  (1)    Affiliation.     John  Cotgreve  v,  Margaret  Monelay. 

Printed  lelcno,  p.  95. 

105  bk.-106.t     Libel.     Matilda  Holme  v.  Elizabeth  Tilston. 

Printed  beloiv,  p.  121. 

107  (P.'s  51).  Adultery  and  Separation.  Downes's  answer  to  his  wife's 
charge.     (See  too  p.  202-4,  below.)  Printed  helow,p.  81. 

107  bk.  (P.'s  52).  Tithe.  Another  Deposition  concerning  Hay  Tithe  in 
Kostherne  Parish.     (See  leaf  102,  Piccope's  No.  48.) 

108.  Tithe.  Two  Depositions  as  to  Tithe  Geese  and  Pi^s  in  the  parisli 
of  Clitheroe,  a  chapelry  of  Whalley.^ — Piccope.    Printed  heloiij,  p.  138. 

109  (P.'s  53).  Right  to  attend  a  Church.  A  Commission  from  William 
(Chadderton),  Bishop  of  Chester,  to  John  Feridied  Rector  of  Limme, 
Edward  Newson,  Vicar  of  Prestbury,  and  Humphrey  Buron,  Curate  of 
Chedill,  to  examine  witnesses  concerning  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Baguley,  in  Bovv<lon  Parish,  to  attend  service  and  receive 
the  Sacraments  at  Northenden  Church.     Dated  24  Oct.,  1562. 

1  3rd  Dec.  1562.  Thomas  Huyton,  of  the  Parish  of  Wigan,  asjed  50,  *  "sals  that 
l^afe  Yate  and  Joan  Yate  wei-e  maried  together,  and  vsid  either  other  as  man  and  wief 
shuld  do,  for  ix  or  x  yeres  space,  till  after  the  said  Rafe  Yate  had  her  in  suspic^on  of 
Rafe  Smith,  and  she  went  away  from  her  husband,  heynge  askid  'what  is  the  cause 
lie  is  brought  in  as  witnes  for'  ;  he  saies,  'apon  a  tynie,  about  xij  moiieth  ago,  hard 
bie  Leighe  church,  he  mett  the  said  Joan  and  Rafe  Smithe,  like  x'  road  [rods  or 
perches]  a-sonder,  in  a  morning,  like  an  howre  afore  day  ;  and  this  depoiie?it  askid  the 
said  Rafe  Smith,  whether  he  went  ;  and  he  said,  to  Lashawe  ;  and  the  said  Joan 
followid  hym.'  but  he  saies,  'he  neither  see  them  together  suspiciously  otherwise 
then  [he]  hath  deposid,  nor  kiiewe  of  any  evill  conversacion  betwix  them,  but  as  this 
deponent  hath  hard  that  the  said  Rafe  Yate  toke  the  said  Rafe  Smith  k  his  wief  in 
his  own  house  together,  with  the  dores  closid  against  them.'" 

*  Robert  Cowdrde,  aged  38,  relates  that  Henry  Haliwall  told  before  a  gret  nomber 
in  Mr.  Urmistons  house,  that  about  iij  or  iiij*^''  yere  ago,  he  found  Joanne  Yate  and 
Rafe  Smith  together  in  a  Corne  field  ;  but  whether  they  were  sett  downe  or  laid 
downe,  this  deponent  hard  hym  not  declare,  and  the  said  Smith  said  to  Haliwall, 
"I  pray  the,  play  the  good  tellowe,"  and  so  depa7'tid  away;  and  the  said  Haliwall 
and  she  went  home  together  ;  and  the  said  Haliwall  said  to  her,  he  wold  declare  wha.t 
he  had  sene  ;  and  she  said  she  wold  geve  hym  a  shert  to  sey  nothinge.  and  the  said 
Haliwall  wold  liave  had  his  pleasure  of  her  ;  but  she  grauntid  hym  not.  and  this 
tale  he  told  afore  the  said  company,  im»«.ediately  the  day  after  ;  but  per  contra.,  this 
depone?it  knowes  nothinge. — W.  H.  P. 

'^  Lancashire.     Kelly  says,   under  Clitheroe,   that  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  now   a 
parish,  was  formerly  a  chapelry  in  the  civil  parish  of  Whalley. 
3  leaf  103.  ^  leaf  103,  bk. 
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110-115.  The  Depositions  which  follow  this  Commission  are  very  interest- 
ing and  curious. — Piccope.  See  an  extract  printed  helow,  p.  139. 

115  bk.  (P.'s  54).  Adultery.  (See  If.  103.)  Deposition  [14  Dec.  1562] 
for  a  Divorce  between  Rafe  Yate  and  Joan  Yate.  [She  has  ])een  seen 
suspiciously  in  an  Orchard  with  Rafe  Smith,  and  lie  has  been  seen  to 
come  suspiciously  half  a  dozen  times  from  her  house  when  her  husband 
was  away.] 


A.D.  1563. 


116  (P.'s  55).  Will?  Deposition  concerning  a  Panne  (worth  4^.,  to 
which  the  holders  say  they  have  the  right ;  sold  by  deceast  during  her 
life  to  Elizabeth  Dudson  for  20s.)  and  a  Kirtell. 

116  bk.-117  (P.'s  56).  Nuncupative  Will.  Deposition  concerning  the 
Nuncupative  Will  of  Roger  Hodson.  Printed  heJow^p.  132. 

117  bk.  (P.'s  57).  Marriage  without  Banns  or  License.  Deposition 
by  Hamlet  Tailiour,  Curate  of  Northwich,  as  to  his  having  married 
George  Johnson  to  Ellen  Sudlowe,  without  proclamation  of  Banns  or 
the  Bishop's  Dispensation. ^ 

117  bk.-119  (P.'s  58).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Randle  More  and  Margery  Vernon,  Minors. 

PHntedhelmCj}')-  16-18. 

119-120  (P.'s  59).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the  mar- 
riage of  Minors,  Peter  Hope  and  Alice  Ellis.     (See  No.  61.)* 

Printed  heloiCyp.  19. 

120  bk.-121.     Affiliation.     John  Cotgreve  and  Margaret  Moneley. 

Printed  below,  j).  95. 

121-122  (P.'s  60).  Trothplight.  Depositions  concerning  a  Contract  of 
Marriage  between  George  Johnson  and  Ann  Yate.  Printed  below,  p.  57. 

123.  Child-Marriage  and  Separation.  Deposition  by  Thos.  Dampart 
as  to  his  marriage  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  Page.     Printed  beloio,  ^x  22. 

123  bk.  Marriage  out  of  Church.  Answers  of  John  Heighfold  and  John 
Clarke,-  as  to  the  former's  marriage  in  a  private  house,  wilh  Margaret 
Edge  or  Ellis. 

123  bk.-124.  Evasion  of  Trothplight.  Depositions  as  to  the  Marriage 
of  Thomas  Snelson  and  Joan  Willy  out  of  their  Parish.  (See  p.  59-61 
below.)  PHnted  beloic,  p.  \^Q, 

^  21st  February,  1562-3.  Hamlet  Tailiowr  Clerk,  Curate  of  Witton,  says  in  his 
dcfencK,  that  the  proceedings  against  him  in  this  instance  "shuld  be  but  a  check  of 
my  Lord  for  it ;  and  [promised]  amendment  not  to  do  the  Like  again,  or  els  he  wold 
not  liave  done  it  yf  [he  had  known]  tlie  ponislimryft  had  bene  so  gret." — W.  H.  P. 

'^  Answer  of  John  Heighfeld,  (March  ir)6JJ)  that  he  was  married  to  "Margaret 
Edge,  iilinH  Heighfeld,  nowe  his  wief,  by  vcrtue  of  a  Licence  to  hym  directed  in  that 
hehalfc- ;  ami  .  .  .  they  were  not  marled  in  the  church,  but  in  an  honest  manes 
house,  -biecause  his  wief  was  somwhat  sicke, — before  honest  witnes  ;  and  that  they 
receyvid  \]u;  (Joiiunninnu  at  Pever  tlie  next  sonday." 

Aniwer  of  John  Clarke.  He  "saicH,  that  of  simpliinty  he  sufrerid  .Toiin)  Heigh 
feld  and  Margaret  Edge  to  be  mariod  in  his  house,  biecause  the  Curate  of  Rostome 
said  he  had  a  Licence  to  discharge  hym  with." 
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124  (P.'s  61).  Child-Marriage.  Further  Depositions  concerning  the 
maiTiage  of  Peter  Hope  and  Alice  Mathue,  Minors.* 

Printed  beloiv,  p.  21. 

124  bk.     Affiliation.     John  Cotgreve  and  Margaret  Monelay. 

Printed  helotv,  p.  d6. 

125  (P.'s  62).  Evasion  of  Trothplight :  Marriage  out  of  own  Parish. 
Further  Deposition  concerning  the  marriage  of  Thos.  Snelson  and 
Joane  Wily  out  of  their  parish,  at  Eishton,  'through  the  procurement 
of  Thomas  Snelson;  and  she  thought  it  was  not  so  gret  Daunger  as 
she  thinkes  it  nowe  be.  and  forther  she  sales,  the  banes  were  aske 
twise ;  and  the  iij*^  tyme,  Ellin  Eicrofte  forbade  the  same.'  (See  her 
Trothplight  case,  p.  59-61.)  Printed  beloio,p.  196. 

125  (P.'s  63).  Marriage  out  of  own  Parish.  Deposition  concerning 
the  marria;:^e  of  Gilbert  Wright  and  Eliz.  Whatton  out  of  their  own 
Parish.  She  ''sales  that  she  was  married  to  Gilberte  Wright  in 
Formby  Chapell,  bie  the  Curate  there,  w/thout  banes  asking  there,  or 
in  ther  owne  'parish,  of  Ormskirk,  and  without  any  Licence,  beynge 
askid,  '  whie  they  went  out  of  their  owne  pa?'ish  to  marry  in  any  other 
place,'  she  sales  '  it  was  biecause  of  her  frendes,  that  were  against  her, 
that  she  shuld  not  marry  hym ;  and  not  for  any  title  or  Claime  that, 
to  this  respondentes  knoledge,  that  any  woman  had  against  hym  :  what 
Gilbert,  her  husband,  did  it  for,  she  knowes  not ;  but  this  resjwndent 
sales  she  will  obey  the  Lawe;  and  yf  she  be  not  p?'ovid  to  be  his 
Lawfull  wief,  she  wilbe  Content  to  do  that  which  shalbe  thought 
reasonable.' "  (No  doubt  a  case  of  Evasion  of  Trothplight,  like 
Snelson's.  See  Wright's  Trothplight  to  Margery  Barton,  on  If.  136, 
Piccope's  No.  72,  note  1,  p.  Ixxix  below.) 

125  bk.  (P.'s  64).  Will.  Deposition  of  Catherine  Eiton,  alias  Billinge, 
concerning  her  husband's  Will.^ 

125  bk.-126  (P.'s  65),  Child-Marriage,  Ratification.  Depositions  con- 
cerning the  marriage  of  Thos.  Wicksted  and  EUine  Ball,  Minors :  he 
10,  she  9.  Printed  beloio,p.  51. 

126  bk.-127  bk.  (P.'s  66).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  the  subtract- 
ing of  Tythe  of  Eye  in  Neston  Parish. 

127  bk.-128  (P.'s  67).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  Tythe  in  Bud- 
worth  Parish. 

128.  Libel.  Arrowsmith  v.  Horton.  Depositions  that  Eichard  Horton 
said  Alice  Arrowsmith  was  '  naughtie,  and  had  bene  nought  with  ij  or 

^  29th  April,  1563.  Katherine  Eiton,  alias  Billinge,  in  her  answers,  says,  *  that 
the  Testanigrit  was  provid,  and  she  was  sworne  well  and  truly  to  execute  the  said 
Testament  and  euery  clause  therin,  accordinge  to  the  extent  of  the  goodc?,  when  she 
toke  thadministracion  of  the  gooddes  apon  her  ;  that  ther  was  xl  markes  bequeathid 
to  Anne,  the  doughter  of  John  Tailiowr,  bie  the  said  Testamcrit,  which  she  [Kath. 
Eiton]  hath  not  paid,  nor  yet  any  parcell  therof ;  but  [she]  inyndeth  to  pay  it  as  sone 
as  she  can  be  able,  and  concerninge  tlie  sheetcs,  &<",  she  knowith  not  that  they  be 
in  her  husbandrs  will,  nor  non  other  will  that  she  knowes  of,  that  she,  this  de[)onent, 
is  bound  to  pcrforme.  That  she  was  not  rec[uired  to  pay  the  xl  markes,  nor  the  other 
thingcs  libellate,  at  any  tyme  to  her  knoledge,  before  she  was  callid  to  this  Court.' 
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iij  men  besides  the  said  Hichards  brother '  Roger,  who  wanted  to  marry 
her,  she  being  Rafe  Goodman's  servant. 

129  (67*).  Inventory.  Depositions  in  Henry  Whitbe  and  Robert 
Tench  v.  Elizabeth  Page,  widow,  as  to  the  inclusion  of  six  silver 
spoons,  cattle,  &c.,  in  the  Inventory  of  Rafe  Page.§ 

130.  Tithe.  Depositions  as  to  the  non-payment  of  Tythes  by  Thos. 
Masterson.     No  tithe  of  Milk  payable.     Budworth  Parish. 

130  bk.-131  bk.  (P.'s  68).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Thos.  Fletcher  and  Ann  Whitfield,  Minors. 

Printed  heloiv,  j?.  23. 

131  bk.     Will.     Deposition  in  Tailiour  v,  Eiton,  1  as  to  a  Legacy. 

131  bk.-132  bk.  (P.'s  69).  Trothplight.  Depositions  concerning  a  Con- 
tract of  marriage  between  Thos.  Snelson  and  Ellen  Ricroft.  (See  If. 
123  bk.,  133,  and  p.  196  below.)  Printed  below, p.  69. 

133.  Trothplight.  Further  Deposition  in  the  Trothplight  case  of  Ellen 
Ricroft  and  Tiiomas  Snelson.  PHnted  heloiv,  p,  60. 

133  bk.-l34  bk.  (P.'s  70).  Inventory.  §  Further  Deposition  concerning 
the  Inventory  of  Rafe  Page.     Tench  and  Whitbe  v.  Widow  Page. 

134  bk.-135  bk.  (P.'s  71).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  the  subtrac- 
tion of  small  Tythe  in  Bowdon  Parish,  and  the  Custom  of  gathering 
them. 

136  (P.'s  72).  II  Trothplight.  Deposition  concerning  a  promise  of  marriage 
by  Gilbert  Wright  to  Margery  Barton. ^  (See  his  Marriage  to  Eliz- 
abeth Whatton,  If.  125,  Piccope's  No.  63.) 

136-137  (most  of  137  front  is  blank)  (P.'s  73).  Trothplight.  Deposition 
concerning  a  Contract  of  Marriage  between  Thos.  Toibock  and  Alice 
Wodfall.  Printed  below,  p.  196. 

137  bk.-138  (P.'s  74).  ||  Trothplight.  Further  Deposition  in  the  case  of 
Wright  and  Barton,  leaf  136. 

138.  AflUiation.  John  Dutton  v.  Kate  Jenkin.  Depositions  of  Joan 
Fisher  ('Peter  had  rid  a  pack  a  pack  on  the  said  Kate'),  and  of 
Katheriue  and  Elizabeth  Sharp,  on  If.  138  bk.^ 

^  Gilberte  Wright  deposes,  on  25  June  1563,  that  "he  had  Cowimwnicacion  with 
Margery  Barton,  as  younge  folkrs  ar  vsid  and  wont  to  have  ;  but  newer  they  made 
co/itract  or  troth-plighting,"  Also  "that  the  wordr^  of  niariage  that  were  spoken 
hetwixe  tliem  parties  libellate,  were  spoken  on  the  back  side  of  William  Asmall  viij  or 
ix'  veres  ago  ;  the  w/ttch  woides  were  :  tliis  Respondent  said  that  '  he  wold  marry  the 
said  Margery,  and  now  other.'  &  tlie  said  Margery  said,  'and  1  will  roarry  you  and 
non  other.' " 

'^  'Joanna  Fisher'  deposes,  on  3  Julv  1563,  "that  the  said  Kate  is  of  suspectid 
name  and  fame,  biecause  she  hath  had  a  child  before  ;  and  also  she  hath  hard  the  w  ief 
of  Wi//tam  Kitchin,  who  is  suster  to  Peter  Rodon,  say  that  lier  brother  Peter  had 
Rid  a  pack  a  pack  on  the  said  Kat/-,  in  the  field  boneth  Pulf[olrrfev  house  /" 

On  leaf  138  back,  Katharine  Sliarpe  deposes,  on  8  July  1663,  that  "she  knowos 
not  that  Kdward  ('ollcn  articulate  had  carnall  dole  with  the  suid  Kate  J«<nkin  ;  but 
this  de|H)nent  sjiien,  that  abotjt  Mi(;hHelni}w  last,  she  harrl  the  said  Collcn  say,  that 
*  whoHoeiRT  did  beafo  the  bush,  John)  Dutton  kIjuM  have  the  bir(b«.*  "  And  Klizabeth 
Rharpe  "saies  that  a  young  man  <;allid  VAioard  C'ollcn  did  rosort  into  the  Conipany 
of  the  said  Kate,  insouiuche  that  it  was  8UH[»osid  that  the  said  Collcn  had  got  her 
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139-140  (P.'s  75).     Tithe.     Further  Depositions  concerning  Tythe  in 

Neston  Parish. 
141  (P.'s  76).    Tithe,    Furtlier  Depositions  concerning  Tythes  in  Bowdon 

Parish. 

141  bk.-142  (P.'s  77).    ||  Trothplight.    Further  Deposition  in  the  matter 
of  Wright  and  Barton.  ^ 

142  (P.'s  78).     Tithe.     Deposition  of  William  Arderne  concerning  his 
refusal  of  Tythe  in  Bowdon  Parish. 

143  (P.'s  79).     Trothplight.     Further  Depositions  concerning  contract 
of  marriage  between  Snelson  and  Picroft.  Printed  below,  }->.  Gl. 

143  bk.  (P.'s  80).    Will.    Deposition  concerning  the  AVill  of  Agues  Sutton. 

144  (P.'s  81).     Nuncupative  Will.     Depositions  concerning  the  Nuncu- 
pative Will  of  Humphrey  Barneshau. 

145.    Libel.    Isabella  Nieolson  v.  Henry  Nicolson,  for  calling  her  '  hoore,' 
and  saying  she  was  with  child. ^ 

with  child  before  any  other,  in-somuclie  that  the  said  Collen  made  his  host,  that  '  who- 
souc?*  beate  the  bush,  John  Dutton  shall  have  the  birdcs.'"  Also  "this  deponent 
saies  the  said  Kate  had  a  child  before  /  and  she  hath  hard  it  reportid  in  the  tovvne  of 
Holt,  that  Peter  Rodon  had  to  do  with,  the  said  Kate." 

Joseph,  in  the  Coventry  Plays  (No.  XH,  1.  82),  uses  hough  for  hush,  when  telling 
his  wife  Mary  that  no  Angel  was  the  father  of  the  child  in  her  womb  : 
It  was  su7^i  boy  began  >is  game.  A,  dame  !  what  thought  haddyst  Jjou  ? 

>at  clothyd  was  clene  and  gay  ;  here  may  att  men  >is  proverbe  trow, 

&  3e  3eve  hym  now  an  aungele  name  !  yat  many  a  man  doth  bete  >e  bow, 

Alas  !  alas  &  welaway,  Another  man  hath  pe  brydde, 

\>at  evyr  this  game  betydde  ! 
At  the  Trial  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (No.  XIV,  1,  276-9)  the  first  Detractor  makes 
the  old  suggestion  of  a  Snow-father  : 

In  Feyth,  I  suppose  >at  >is  woman  slepte 

WitAowtyn  att  coverte,  whylle  \>ai  it  dede  snowe  ; 
And  a  flake  ]>eroi  into  hyre  mowthe  crepte  ; 
&  >crof  >e  chylde  in  hyre  wombe  doth  growe. 

1  22nd  Jidy,  1563«.  Elizabeth  Moels,  of  Ormskirk,  aged  57,  ^  saies,  that  the 
parties  libeliate  did  make  a  contract  of  matrimony  on  the  backside  of  William 
Asmall,  dark,  of  Ormiskirk,  this  deponent  beynge  present,  and  beynge  callid  bie 
Gilberte  Wright,  to  be  there  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  co??.tract  was  made  apon  a 
sonday,  about  Lent  viij  yeres  slialbe  the  sonday  afore  Lent  next,  she  sais,  she  cann 
not  reherse  the  wordes  well ;  but  the  said  Gilberte,  holdinge  Margery  bie  the  hand, 
said,  "I,  Gilbe?'te,  take  the,  Margery,  to  my  weddid  wief."  &  the  said  Margery 
said  likewise,  she  holding  the  said  Gilberte  by  the  hand,  and  they  witnes,  seynge 
"tliem  handfast  and  trought-plightid,  thought  it  ynoughe  ;  but  Gilberte  wold  be  more 
sure,  and  sware  apon  a  boke  which,  the  clark,  at  the  instance  of  the  said  Gilberte, 
send  for.  and  the  said  Margery  and  Gilberte  sware  apon  the  boke  ;  &  the  said 
Gilbert  swore  he  wold  neuer  tak  other  worgan  ;  &  the  said  Margery  swore  she  wold 
neuer  ^wedd  any  other  man  but  the  said  Gilberte.  and  after  that,  they  kissed,  and 
so  went  in  to  the  clarkes  house,  and  Dined  together  after,  beynge  exa7«ined,  '  howe  she 
remembres  the  day  of  the  co/itract,  &  the  yere  ' ;  she  sais,  '  biecause  her  husband  died 
about  the  same  tyme  a  little  before.'  Ad  iij,  nescit  deponere.  Ad  iiij,  this  depone?i^ 
sais,  that  *  all  the  cuntry  therabout  Ormiskirk,  that  knewe  the  parties,  repute  them 
for  man  &  wief  afore  god.'  Ad  v,  dicit  eundew  fore  \e\um.  Ad  vi,  credit  eundem 
fore  verztm.     Ad  vltimum,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera,  &c. — W.  H.  P. 

2  Roderick  Lowe,  on  21  Oct.  1563,  "says  that  he  neuer  liard  Henry  Nicolson  nor 
Alis  Wilcokson  call  the  said  Isabell  'hoore,'  or  els  say  she  was  with  Child,  or  any 

3  leaf  141,  back  (Piccope's  No.  77).  4  leaf  142. 
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146  (P.'s  82).     Child-Marriage.     Deposition  concerning:  the  marriage  of 
Roger  Massey  and  Jane  Somner,  minors.  Printed  below,  jy.  25. 

1-16  bk.-147.     Copulation  of  IMargcry  Mutchell  with  Geffrey  Brerton.i 

147  bk.-148  bk.     Afl5.1iation.     John  Thirlevvind  and  Elizabeth  Crosse: 
her  7th  child  is  his.  See  extract  below,  p.  99. 

148  bk.-149  (P.'s  83).     Tithe.     Depositions  concerning   tlie   refusal  of 
Tythe  in  Farndon  Parish. 

149  bk.-150  (P.'s  84).     Nuncupative  Will.     Depositions  concerning  the 
Nuncupative  Will  of  Margaret  Swetnam. 

150  bk.-151.     Trothplight.     Hugh  Pollett  v.  Elizabeth  Eccles,  spinster, 
aUas  Burton,  widow.     Contract  of  Marriage.§         Printed  below,  p.  62. 

151  bk.-152  (P.'s  85).     Tithe.     Deposition  (16  Dec.  1563)  concerning 
the  tything  of  Hay  in  Eccleston  Parish. 

152.     Will.     Depositions  as  to  the  character  of  Laurence  Swetnam's 
witnesses  in  a  Will  case.^ 


A.D.  1564. 


153  (P.'s  86).  Tithe.  Depositions  (18  Jan.  1563-4)  concerning  the 
refusal  of  Tythe  Corn,  and  the  custom  of  Tything,  in  Wigan  Parish. 

153  bk.-154  bk.  Trothplight.  §  Further  Depositions  in  Hugh  Pollett 
V.  Elizabeth  Eccles  alias  Burton.    (See  If.  150  bk.)   Printed  below,  p.  62. 

such  thinge  tendinge  to  the  difTamacion  ;  but  saies  that  the  said  Isabell  was  bigg  & 
giet  iu  the  belly,  in  so  much  that  she  was  thought  to  be  with  Child,  of  her  uey- 
houves.  and  after,  she  fell  sick  ;  and  within  iij  or  iiij*^*"  daies  after,  was  of  small  belly 
againe  ;  and  her  swellinge  was  gone,  &  [she]  came  abrode  :  vjjon  wAich  occasion,  Henry 
Nicolson  desired  Mcwter  Hide,  one  of  the  best  in  their  parish,  to  knowe  what  was  the 
cause  of  her  sicknes,  and  whie  the  dores  were  made,  and  this  deponent  hard  LIr. 
Hide  say  to  the  said  Henry  Nicolson,  tliat  he  wold  declare  uothinge  till  ho  were 
callid  before  8om7ne  that  hath  auc^ontio  to  examyn  hyni." 

1  On  29  Oct.  1502,  Kiehard  Brerton  "sais  he  sawe  Margery  Mitchell  sins  sonday 
last ;  and  he  hath  sene  Gelfrey  Brerton,  esqwfer,  in  company  with  the  said  Margery 
since  the  last  assises  at  Chester  .  .  .  [and]  at  nieate,  drink,  and  in  bed  togethers,  [and] 
he  hatli  sene  the  [said]  ma^-gery  in  Tatton  Hall  diucrse  tymes  sins  the  said  assises  "  .  . 

Edmund  Dudson  "saies  he  hath  sene  the  said  Geifrey  and  Margery  iu  bed  together 
at  Tatton  Hall  sins  the  tyme  articulate,  and  hath  sene  them  eatingo  and  drinkinge 
together  .  .  And  he  saies  he  hath  brought  the  said  Margery  meato  &  drink  dyvei-se 
tymes."    There  is  nothing  to  show  why  this  suit  was  brought. 

-Examiiijvcio  testium  in  catwa  testa?uc?itaria  prodnctantw  ox  parte  Laurenctt 
Sw.tna7n,  sub  ccrtwt  excepcionibus  oblatis  contra  testes  Thomae  Swetnam, 
capta  die  et  an^io  vrcAictis.     [16  Dec.  1563.] 

Richard  Kidgway,  of  the  parish  of  'IVcsbury,'  aged  28,  "thinketh  'EXizabcth. 
Tailiottr  is  an  honest  woman  ;  but  her  liusband  is  tenaunt  to  Thoynoa  Swotna?/! .  .  . 
dicit,  that  Joan  Newall  is  seruawnt  to  the  said  Tho7/irtx,  and  hath  bene  a  gcjod  wliilo 

think/;*  Sir  Uob^rte  Plant  much  favoreth  the  ynrio  of  Tliowio.?  Swetnam  ;  yet 

he  thinks.*?  lie  wohl  not,  for  his  fiiendshii*,  breakc  his  otlio  .  .  .  saies  that  Margaret 
Jiall  hath  had  iiij'""  Children,  gotten  out  ol  wedlock,  and  is  with  chiKl  willi  y"  v"'  .  .  .^ . 
that  Margaret  liurges  is  nowe  s/;ruant  to  Thom^w  Swetnaw,  &  hath  had  a  chihl  in 
foruicacion  [If.  152  bk,]  .  .  .  that  Ek'in  Hethcote  was  srruaunt  to  Thowto*  Swofnaju 
ij»  or  iij  yeres  ago,  k  she  had  ii"  children  out  of  wedlock"  .  .  .  "bio  one  Norman 
Sill."    Edward  Claiton,  22,  of  rrosbury,  gives  like  evidence. 

dJILU-MAUUIAOES.  / 
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154   bk.-156   (R's   87).     Tithe.     Further  Depositions    concerning   the 

above  Tithing  in  Wigan.     (If.  153.) 
156.     Will.     Declaration  by  Richard  Leigh  that  certain  words  were  not 

in  his  Father's  Will. 
156  bk.-157  bk.  (R's  88).    Child-Marriage.    Depositions  concerning  the 

marriage  of  John  Somerforth  and  Jane  Brereton.  Prirded  beloiv,  p.  25. 
158-159  (P.'s  89).    Tithe.    Depositions  concerning  the  custom  of  Tything 

in  Davenham  Parish. 
160-162  (P.'s  90).     Tithe.     Further  Depositions  concerning  the  above. 
162  bk.-164  (P.'s  91).     Trothplight     Depositions  concerning  a  contract 

of  marriage  between  Alex.  Winstanley  and  Ellen  Sonkie. 

Printed  below,  p.  198. 

164  bk.-165.    Libel.    Constance  Frost  l;.  Wm.  Ball  and  others,  for  saying 
she  had  2  husbands,  and  was  '  a  very  hoore.'    {See  3rd  Exam.,  p.  122.) 

Printed  beloio,  p.  208. 

165  (P.'s  92).     Child-Marriage.     Further  Depositions   concerning   the 
marriage  of  Jn.  Somerford  and  Jane  Brereton.        Printed  beloio,  p.  27. 

166  (P.'s    93).     Will.     Deposition    concerning   the   Will   of   William 
Jenkinson,  alias  Fletcher. 

166  bk.-167.    Libel.     Constance  Frost  v.  Wm.  Ball  and  others.     Further 

Depositions.  {See  the  '3rd  Exam.,  p.  122.)     Printed  beloiv,  p.  208. 

168-170.     Adultery.     Wm.  Eiton  v.  Mary  Eiton.     Printed  below,  p.  82. 
170.     Affiliation.     Eobert   Walton   v.  Anne   Doxie,i    Copulation  with 

John  Cliff.§  See  beloiv,  p.  100. 

171  (P.'s  94).     Child-Marriage.     Deposition  concerning  the  marriage  of 

Lawrence  Parker  and  Jenet  Parker,  minors.*  See  Extract  belaw,p.  28. 
171  bk.-176  (P.'s  95).     Tithe.     Depositions   concerning   the   Tythe  of 

Geese  in  the  Parish  of  Lowe ;  and  a  dispute  between  Sir  Thos.  Gerrard 

and  Sir  Tho.  Langton  as  to  the  Tythe. 
176  bk.  (P.'s  96).     Child-Marriage.     *Further  Depositions  concerning 

the  marriage  of  Lawrence  Parker  and  Jenet  Parker. 

See  Extract  below,  p.  28. 
177-178.     Affiliation.     Robert  Walton   and  Anna   Doxie.     Two   men 

'burnid'  or  poxt  by  Anna:  others  have  had  her.     See  below, p.  100. 

^  Depos^c^ones  testiu77i  in  cAusa  reclamac writs  purgactoww  ex  parte  Robcrti  Walton, 
contra  Annam  Doxie  ;  capte  coram  Msigistvo  Chetawi,  primo  Junij  1564. 

Margeria  Wagge,  of  the  Parish  of  Astbury,  aged  30,  "saies  that  she,  being  seru- 
aunt  (and  yet  is)  at  the  house  of  Rob^H  Walton,  about  the  Thursdaie  after  the  Roode 
daie  was  xij  moneth,  did  se  John  ClifF  in  a  secrete  Chamber  of  the  house  bie  hym 
self,  but  this  deponent  saies,  she  did  se  no  bodie  wtth  hym  ;  but  this  deponcw^  saies 
that  Ann  Doxie  was  spinmnge  there  at  that  tyme."  .   .   . 

Ellen  Coke  of  'Asbury,'  aged  20,  "saies  that  she,  beinge  seru«?mt  vnto  Robert 
Waltori,  as  yet  she  is,  was  send  about  her  MtsMs  busines,  as  she  remembers,  the 
Thursdaie  afore  Midsomcr  daie  shalbe  xij  moneth.  And  when  this  deponew^  came 
home  in  the  night,  this  deponent  went  into  a  Chamber  of  the  said  house,  where 
SQXwauYites  were  wont  to  Resort ;  and  there  she  founde  lienge  apon  a  bed,  John)  ClilF 
and  Anne  Doxie  ;  and  a  couerlet  cast  ouer  them,  but  what  they  did,  this  deponent 
cannot  tell  /  " 
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178  bk.-179.  J  Libel.  Constance  Frost  v.  Wm.  Ball  and  others.  Further 
Depositions.  Printed  helow,  p.  122. 

179-181  (P.'s  97).  Will.  Depositions  concerning  the  Will  and  Inventory 
of  Lawrence  Kope. 

181.  §  Affiliation.  Robert  Walton  and  Anne  Doxie  (Non-committal 
Answers  of  John  Cliff  and  Oliver  Yaudrey).  See  below,  p.  101. 

181  bk.  182  (P.'s  98).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Henry  Whittacres  and  Margaret  Ilawcks,  Minors. 

Printed  below,  p.  29. 

183.  J  Libel.  Constance  Frost  v.  Wm.  Ball  and  others.  Further 
Depositions.     (See  p.  208  below.)  See  below,  p.  123. 

184  (P.'s  99).  Will.  Low  Valuation  of  Goods  of  Testator.  Further 
Deposition  in  the  matter  of  Lawrence  Rope.         Printed  beloio,p.  133. 

184  bk.-186  (P.'s  100).  Seat  in  Church.  Depositions  concerning  a 
form  or  Kneeling  place  in  Malpas  Church,  claimed  as  belonging  to 
Buckley  Hall.§ 

186-187  (P.'s  101).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  the  refusal  of  Tythes 
to  the  Rector  of  Middleton. 

1 88.     Affiliation.     Thomas  Underwood  and  Ellen  Key. 

Printed  beloio,  p.  101. 

189  (P.'s  102).  Nuncupative  Will.  Deposition  concerning  the  ISIun- 
cupative  Will  of  William  Birchall. 

189  bk.-192  (P.'s  103).  Seat  in  Church.  Farther  Depositions  concern- 
ing the  form  in  Malpas  Church.  § 

192-193.  Adultery.  Wm.  Eiton  (Hey ton)  v.  Mary  Eiton  (Hey ton, 
See  If.  168).     Further  Depositions.  Printed  below,  p.  ^i. 

193  bk.  I  Libel.  Constance  Frost  v,  Wm.  Ball  and  others.  Further 
Deposition.  Printed  beloio,  p.  123. 

193  bk.-194.     Libel.     Jone  Ashley  v.  Margaret  Stele  and  others. 

Printed  below,  p.  123. 

195  (P.'s  104).     Child-Marriage.     Depositions  concerning  the  marriage 

of  Robert  Mason  and  Margaret  Dudgale,  Minors.*  (See  No.  104,  If.  97.) 

Printed  below,  p.  30. 

196.  Libel,   t  Elizabeth  Basnet  v.  Anna  Venables,  for  calling  her  'hooro.' 

Printed  belotc,  p.  209. 

197.  Child-Marriage  and  Divorce.  Answer  of  Margaret  Mason  (born 
Dugdale).*  Printed  belotc,  p.  31. 

197-8.  (P.'s  105).  Trothplight.  Depositions  concerning  a  Contract 
between  Rich.  Pickforth  and  Katherine  Man.         Printed  below,  p.  63. 

199.  tLibeL  Elizabeth  Basnet  v.  Anna  Venables.  Further  Deposi- 
tions. Printed  below,  p.  209. 

200.  t Libel.     Jone  Ashley  v.  Margaret  Stole.       Printed  below,  p,  \2L 

201.  Will.  Depositions  as  to  the  right  of  Margaret  Crowshawe,  and 
her  husband  William  Crowshawe,  to  property  (2  houses)  under  a  Will.§ 


Ixxxiv   Contents  of  the  MS.  Volume  of  Chester  Depositions,  ll 

LEAP 

201  bk.-202.  Identity.  Deposition,  that  Jas.  Chad  wick's  daiigliter  has 
married  Robert,  the  son  of  Jolin  Ikitter worth,  the  elder,  who  is  uncle 
of  Charles  Eutterworth. 

202-203  bk.  |  Libel.  Joan  Ashley  ?;.  Margaret  Stele  and  others.  Further 
Depositions  (7  Dec.  1564).  Printed  beloic,  j).  125. 


A.D.  1565. 


203  bk.-204.  Will.  §  Margaret  and  Wm.  Crowshawe's  right  to  2  houses 
under  a  Will.     Further  Depositions. 

204-205  bk.  (P.'s  106).  Child- Marriage  and  Divorce.  Depositions 
concerning  the  marriage  of  Thos.  Bentam  and  Ellen  Bentaui  (born 
Bolton),  Minors.  Printed  below,  j).  32. 

206.     Libel.     Ellen  Gillam  v.  Agnes  Gillara,  for  calling  her  a  '  hoore.'§ 

Printed  hel(nv,p.  126. 

206  bk. -207.  Libel.  Isabell  Pattel  v.  Eafe  Hare,  for  calling  her  *a 
hoore  and  a  thief.'  Printed  below,  p.  128. 

207  bk.-209  (P.'s  107).  Tithe.  Depositions  concerning  the  refusal  of 
Tithes  in  Whitegate  Parish. || 

209  bk.     §  Libel.     Ellen  Gillam  v.  Agnes  Gillam.     Further  Depositions. 

Printed  beloiv,}').  127. 

210  (P.'s  108).  Sanity  and  unexecuted  Will  of  Testatrix.  Depositions 
concerning  the  sanity  of  Alice  Broadhurst,  a  Testatrix. 

Printed  below,  p.  134. 
211-213  (P.'s  109).     IITithe.     Further  Depositions  concerning  the  Tithe 
of  Whitegate. 

213  bk.-214.  §Libel.  Ellen  Gillam  v.  Agnes  Gillam.  Further  Deposi- 
tion, Eliz.  Walley's.  Printed  below,  p.  127. 

214  bk.-215  (P.'s  110).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Rafe  Fyshe  and  Kath.  Bolton,  Minors. 

Printed  beloto,  p.  33. 

215  bk.-220  bk.  (P.'s  111).  Chapel  in  a  Church.  Depositions  concern- 
ing the  right  of  Ed.  Leigh,  Esq'"^,  to  a  Chapel  in  Bowden  Church. 

221.     §Libel.     Ellen  Gillam  v.  Agnes  Gillam.     Further  Depositions. 

Printed  below,  p.  127. 

221-222  (P.'s  112).  Inventory.  R.  Ithell  v.  W.  Horton.  Depositions 
concerning  Mrs.  Warbara  [1  Werburgh  :  St.  Werburgh]  Horton,  widow 
of  John  Horton,  deceased,  having  made  a  false  Inventory.t 

222  bk.-224  (P.'s  113).  Trothplight.  Depositions  concerning  the  marriage 
of  Tho.  Sothworth  and  Margaret  Ward.  Printed  below,  p.  65. 

224  bk.-225  (P.'s  114).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Alex.  Osboston  and  Margaret  Hothersall,  Minors.  J 

Printed  beloio,  p.  34. 

225  bk.  (P.'s  No.  114*).  Inventory.  R.  Ithell  v.  Warborow.  Deposi- 
tion as  to  a  bull,  brass,  and  pewter.t 
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226  (R's  115).     Child-Marriage.     J  Further  Depositions  concerning  the 

above   case,    marriage   of   Alex.   Osboston   and   Margaret   Hothersall. 

(If.  224,  R's  No.  114).  Printed  heloiv,  p.  183. 

226  bk.-227  (R's  116).    Trothplight.    Depositions  concerning  a  marriage 

between  Roger  Bybbye  and  Ellen  Manwaring.        Printed  heloio,  p.  67. 
228-238  (R's  117).     Will.     Depositions  concerning  the  making  of  the 

Will  of  William  Coke. 
239-240.§     Libel.     Ellen  Gillam  v.  Agnes  Gillam.    Further  Depositions. 

Printed  heloic,  p.  127. 
^40-242  (R's  118).  Child-Marriage.  Depositions  concerning  the  marriage 

of  William  Westby  and  Ann  Southworth,  Minors.  Printed  heloiv,  p.  35. 
242  bk.-244  bk.  (R's  119).     Child-Marriage.     Depositions  concerning 

the  marriage  of  George  Spurstowe  and  Brigitt  Dutton,  Minors. 

Printed  heloic^  p.  38. 
245-246  bk.  (R's  120).     Child-Marriage.     Depositions  concerning  the 

marriage  of  Eoland  JDutton  and  Margaret  Stanley,  Minors. 

Printed  heloto,}^-  41. 
247-248  (P.'s  121).   Child-Marriage.   Deposition  concerning  the  marriage 

of  Wm.  Spakman  and  Lettice  Unsworth,  Minors.    Printed  below,  p.  43. 
248  bk.-249  (R's  121*).     Child-Marriage  and  Divorce.     Wm.  Westby 

and  Ann  Southworth.     Further  Deposition.  Printed  below,  p  37. 

249-250  bk.  (R's  122).     Child-Marriage.     Depositions  concerning  the 

marriage  of  James  Ballard  and  Ann  Ballard. §     She  gives  him  2  apples 

to  marry  her.     The  Curate  acting  is  punisht.  Printed  below,  p.  45. 

250  bk.-251  (R's  123).    Nuncupative  Will.    Deposition  concerning  the 
Nuncupative  Will  of  John  Olton.  Printed  below,  ]).  1 35. 

251  bk.-252  bk.  (R's  124).     Child-Marriage.     Depositions  concerning 
the  marriage  of  Wm.  Stanley  and  Ann  Dutton,  Minors. 

Printed  beloic,  p.  47. 
253  (P.'s  125).     §  Child-Marriage.     Further  Depositions  concerning  the 
marriage  of  James  Ballard  and  Ann  [hero  cald  Jane]  Ballard. 

Printed  beloto,  p.  47. 
253  bk.-255  bk.  (P.'s  126).    Trothplight.    Depositions  concerning  a  con- 
tract of  Marriage  between  Tho.  Middlehuist  and  Ellen  Carter. | 

Printed  below,  p.  200. 

256-257.     Libel.     Thomas   Grcnehalgh's   adultery  with   Jane   Nuttall  : 

Depositions  6  Dec.  1565.  Printed  bdoWfP.  129. 


A.D.  1566. 


257  bk.-259  (P.'s  127).  Tithe.  Deposition  (16  Jan.  1565-6)  concern- 
ing tlie  refusal  of  Tithe  in  Ilaigh  in  Wigan  Parish. || 

260-261  (P.'s  128).  Inventory.  Depositions  concerning  a  false  In- 
ventory of  tho  effects  of  Kich.  lientam. 

261-264  (R's  129).  Tithe.  Further  Depositions  concerning  the  refusal 
of  Titho  in  Ilaigh. || 


Ixxxvi     Contents  of  the  MS.  Volume  of  Depositions,  1561-6.     Note, 
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265-267  (P.'s  130).     Trothplight.     Depositions  concerning  a  contract  of 
Marriage  between  John  Brotherton  and  Alice  Ince. 

Printed  helow,  p.  68. 

267-268  (P.'s  131).     Will.     Deposition   concerning   the  Will  of   John 

Oulton.  Printed  helow,  p.  136. 

268.    Affiliation.   Sibil  Blackhurst  and  Handle  Ramshae.t  (See  p.  69-71.) 

Printed  below,  j^-  210. 

268  bk.  (131*),     {Contract  of  Marriage.     Thos.  Middhurst  and  Ellen 
Carter.     Further  Depositions  as  to  the  Character  of  Witnesses. 

Printed  below,  p.  210. 

269  bk.-271.     t Affiliation.     Sibil    Blackhurst    and   Handle    Ramshae. 
Further  Depositions.     (See  also  p.  69-71.)  Printed  below,  p.  210. 

271   (P.'s   132).     Will.     Deposition  concerning   the  witnessing  of  the 

Will  of  James  Moss. 
271  bk.-276  (P.'s  133).     Tithe.     Depositions  as  to  the  liability  to  pay 

Tythe  for  the  first  crop  from  newly  enclosed  land,  in  Capenhurst,  near 

Chester. 
277,  278  front,  blank.  If.  278  bk.  end  (P.'s  134).    Mortuary.    Deposition 

as  to  a  Mortuary  due  to  the  Rector  of  Davenham  (incomplete). 


Child- Marriages  at  12,  in  France  in  the  \2>th  Century.  Prof.  W.  P.  Ker  kindly 
sends  me  the  following  extract  (with  englishing)  from  the  13th  century  portion  (that 
in  Alexandrines)  of  Aiol,  a  chanson  de  geste,  ed.  Jacques  Normand  and  Gaston 
Raynaud ;  Soc.  Anc.  Textes,  1877. 

1.  1704    Nus  horn  ne  prendoit  feme,  s'avoit  .xxx.  ans  passe, 

Et  la  pucele  encontre  aussi  de  bel  ae  ; 

Quant  venoi[en]t  al  terme  qu'aloient  espouser, 

Avoient  il  tel  honte,  ce  sachies  par  verte, 
1708     Quidoient  tons  li  puples  les  deust  esgarder. 

Dont  estoit  fois  el  siecle,  creanche  et  loiautes  : 

Mais  puis  est  avarisse  et  luxure  montes, 

Mavaisties  et  ordure,  et  faillie  est  bontes  ; 
1712    L'uns  compere  ne  vient  a  I'autre  foi  porter 

Ne  li  enfes  al  pere,  tant  est  li  maus  montes  ! 

Ou  fait  mais  .ii,  enfans  de  .xii.  ans  asanbler  : 

Prendes  garde  ques  oirs  il  peuent  engenrer  ! 

Por  chose  est  tons  li  siecles  a  noiant  atornes 
1717     Et  si  amenuisies  com  chi  oir  pores. 

No  man  took  a  wife  till  he  was  past  thirty  years,  and  the  maiden  also  of  right 
age :  when  it  came  to  the  time  of  marriage,  they  were  shamefaced  as  tho'  all  the 
world  were  witnesses  :  there  was  good  faith,  and  trust  and  loyalty  in  the  world  ;  but 
since  then,  luxury  and  avarice  are  grown  up,  naughtiness  and  filthiness,  and  goodness 
has  failed.  Gossip  will  not  trust  his  fellow,  nor  will  child  trust  his  father,  so  is  the 
mischief  mounted  !  They  mate  together  two  children  of  12  years  :  think  what  sort 
of  heirs  they  are  like  to  gender.  So  is  the  whole  world  turned  to  vanity,  and 
enfeebled,  even  as  I  tell  you. 
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NOTES  TO  FOEEWORDS,  &c. 


p.  xxii.  Robert  Par  re  v.  Elizabeth  Roger  son.  See  Wirral  Notes  and  Queries,  ii. 
81-7  (1893). 

p.  xxxviii.  Child-Marriage  in  1477  :  Boy  4,  girl  6.  In  1477,  17  Edw.  IV,  a 
Petition  to  Parliament  {Rot.  Pari.  vi.  168  a)  says  that  the  King  has  married  'his 
seid  intierly  belovid  secunde  Son,  Richard  [Duke  of  York,^  at  4  years  old]  to  Anne 
[Mowbray],  Donghter  and  Heire  to  John,  late  Due  of  'Norffolk  .  .  And  .  .  the  same 
Anne  is  but  nowe  of  the  age  of  vi  yere.  and  the  lyf  of  every  creature  is  uncertayn, 
and  specially  of  tho  that  be  of  such  tender  age. ' 

p.  xxxix.  Evasion  of  the  Sovereign's  Ghmrdianship.  But  see  Prerogativa  Regis  in 
vol.  i.  of  the  Record  Office  edition  of  the  Statutes,  p.  226  :  "  If  a  Woman,  before  the 
Death  of  her  Ancestor  that  held  of  the  King  in  chief,  be  mamed  before  she  be 
marriageable  [12  years  old],  then  the  King  shall  have  the  Ward  of  the  Body  of  the 
same  "Woman  until  she  be  of  Age  able  to  consent ;  and  then  she  may  chuse  whether 
she  will  have  him  to  whom  she  was  first  married,  or  him  that  the  King  will  offer 
her."  The  date  is  uncertain,  tho  the  Act  *is  inserted  in  all  the  Printed  Copies  as  a 
Statute  of  17  Edw.  II.,*  A. d.  1323-4.  Kings'  Prerogatives  were  no  doubt  modified 
as  Time  ran  on. 

p.  xli,  note  2.  Knighthood  to  prevent  Wardship.  But  see  Magna  Carta,  §  III. 
Wardship.  As  to  the  infant  heir  of  a  tenant-in-chief  of  the  King  :  "if  such  an  Heir, 
being  within  Age,  be  made  Knight,  yet  nevertheles  his  Land  shall  remain  in  the 
keeping  of  his  Lord  unto  the  term  aforesaid,"  his  Age  of  one  and  twenty  years. — 
Record  Office  Statutes,  i.  115.     I  suppose  that  this  Prerogative  gradually  dropt. 

p.  xlii,  note  1.  Forcible  carrying-off  of  Women.  See  the  case  of  *  Isabell  tliat 
was  the  wife  of  John  Boteler,  of  Jiransey  in  the  Shire  of  h^xicaster,  Knyght,'  in  1436, 
15  Hen.  VI,  Rot.  Pari.  iv.  497-8.  'William  Pulle,  late  of  Wyrall  in  the  Shire  of 
Chestre '  (with  many  otMv  Felons  and  Distourbours  of  the  King's  peace,  498  a)  broke 
into  her  house,  and  there,  her  '  felonousely  and  moste  horribely  rauysshed,  and  her 
naked,  except  hir  Kirtyll  and  hir  Smokke,  ledde  with  him  into  the  wylde  and 
desolate  places  of  Wales.'  He  brought  her  back  *  unto  Birkhede  (Birkenhead)  in  the 
Countee  of  Chestre,'  kept  her  in  prison  till  the  Tuesday  after,  then  took  her  to  the 
*  Parysh  Kirk  of  Bidstone '  and  there,  forst  her  to  marry  him,  '  havyng  with  hym  a 
Prest  of  his  auno  assent,'  took  her  back  to  Birkhede,  'and  then  putto  hir  in  a  stronge 
chaumbro  till  nyglit ;  and  then  there  tho  said  William,  felonousely  and  fiesshly  knewo 
and  ravysslied  tfie  said  Isabell '  again. 

p.  Ixxi.  Stanlow  Abbey.  See  extracts  from  these  Depositions,  in  Wirral  Notei 
and  Qiceries,  ii.  14—15  (1893),  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Irvine.  Also  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox's  history 
of  the  Abbey  in  the  Birkenhead  News,  Nos.  122  and  124,  October  1892. 

>  Ha  wu  the  yonoger  Princo  murdord  In  the  Tower  by  Richard  IH'e  order. 
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[To'  tell  the  Chester  folk  of  this  volume  of  the  Society's  issues,  the 
following  Notice  was  circulated  by  the  City  publishers,  Phillipson  and 
Golder,  with  the  Title-page,  Dedication,  and  p.  2G  below  as  a  Specimen 
of  the  Text.] 

NOTICE. 

This  book  is  believd  by  the  Editor  to  be  the  most  light-giving  and 
interesting  volume  ever  publisht  on  the  social  life  of  the  Diocese  of 
Chester  in  1561-6,  and  some  score  years  before.  It  ranges  over  the 
whole  middle-class  of  its  area,  from  the  Stanleys  and  mansion-owning 
squires  to  the  little  alehouse-keepers,  farmers  and  cobblers,  the  maids  and 
the  men.  It  tells  of  the  birth  and  nursing  of  babies,  their  marriages  to 
one  another  in  friends'  and  nurses'  arms.  It  shows  us  a  girl  giving  a  boy 
two  apples  to  marry  her,  and  another  boy  turning  his  back  on  his  child- 
wife  all  night  in  bed.  It  tells  of  boys  at  school,  of  children  at  Christmas 
merriments;  of  maids  and  men  at  service,  at  work,  and  at  naughty 
pranks.  It  gives  us  women  tricking  men,  and  more  men  tricking  women. 
It  contains  quarrels  and  abuse  of  all  kinds,  exprest  often  in  homely,  racy 
words.  It  shows  the  farmer's  wife  trying  to  palm  off  her  worst  lame 
goose  on  the  tithe-collector;  the  scholar  writing  letters  in  a  loft;  the 
Bishop  visiting  his  gentry ;  the  parson  his  plague-struck  parishioners ; 
the  chaplain  doctoring  ladies;  and  one  improper  cleric  amusingly  illus- 
trating a  joke  of  Shakspere's.  Death-beds  are  in  the  book  as  well  as 
births ;  marriages  by  torch-light,  candle-light,  and  moon-light.  One  man 
buys  a  mare  of  the  gipsies ;  another  chivies  a  woman  with  an  axe ;  a 
third,  another  man,  with  a  drawn  sword,  to  '  mark '  him.  The  City- 
authorities  look  after  the  meals  and  morals  of  the  citizens,  settle  their 
disputes,  and  put  those  who  infringe  the  City-privileges,  in  gaol. 

1 0  all  folk  in  the  county  and  diocese,  whose  minds  can  call  up  the 
scenes  detaild  or  alluded  to  in  these  records  of  Tudor  trials  in  the  Chester 
Bishop's  Court,  this  volume  is  full  of  interest  and  life.  As  the  Editor 
can  make  no  money  out  of  it — for  his  colleagues  and  he  always  work, 
and  work  hard,  for  nothing, — he  can  honestly  recommend  the  book  to 
Cheshire  and  other  men.  But  if  they  don't  buy  it,  their  neglect  is  of  no 
consequence ;  the  loss  '11  be  theirs :  the  Text  is  to  be  issued  in  March  by 
the  Early  English  Text  Society  to  its  Menibers  in  advance  for  the  year 
1897.     So  let  everybody  please  himself,  and  then  we  shall  all  be  happy. 

E.  J.  E. 

3  Feb.,  1894. 


Depositions  taken  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  of  Chester, 

from  Nov.  1561  to  March  1565-6. 


I.    CHILD-MARRIAGES. 

§  1.   DIVORCES. 

1.  Elizabeth  Pole  (born  Tilston)  v,  Wm.  Pole  (she  8  (?)  at 
marriage,  he  11). 

(Depositions  made  in  Nov.  1561.) 

^Deposition  2,  leaf  3,  begins  with  the  evidence  of  the  child-wife  Eliza- 
beth Pole  (once  Tilston).  The  words  left^  seem  to  say  that  she  was  8  years 
old  when  she  married  AVilliara  Pole  in  *  Marburie^  Churche,*  *  no  bodie, 
to  her  knoledge,  beynge  p?*e5ent  at  the  same,  but  onlio  the  father  of  her 
pre^ensid  husband.'  The  boy-husband  *  was  aboue  xj  yeres  of  age ' ;  *  and 
.  .  they  were  bothe  so  ignoraunt,  they  knewe  not  what  the  matter  meanid  ; 
and  forther  she  sais,  that  they  neuer  dwellid  together,  or  had  any  carnall 
copulacion  together,  nor  neue?*  lay  together,  forther,  she  sais,  that  she, 
beynge  pe>*swadid  bie  the  Counsell  of  llicJtard  Pole,  father  of  her  p?r^ensid 
husband,  and  of  Agnes  Tilston,  this  re^^^^ondentes  suster,  went  one  night 
p?'tvelie  from  her  graundmothers  house,  and  came  to  the  house  of  the  said 
"RkJianlf  and  from  thense  was  brought  to  the  churche,  and  so  maried ; 
and  then  retumid  home  to  her  graundmothers  house  againe  the  same 
night,  no  bodie  knowinge  of  hit  but  the  persons  above-  rehersid  ;  nor  iion 
of  her  frendw  kjiewe  of  hit  bie  the  space  of  iij'  yeres  after,  to  her  [.  . .]  or 
bie  her  meanes.'  and  [they  ^'neuer]  ratilied  the  said  marriage  ...  bio 
kissinge,  or  sendinge '  [tokens,  &c.]  &c. 

The  next  tatterd  evidence  is  that  of  Eichard  Pole,  the  father,  who 
*  sais  that  his  sonne  Willinin '  and  Elizabeth  Tilston  were  married  about 
the  Fujist  of  St.  Valentine — there  being  *  no  bancs  askid,  but  a  License 

*  Piccopo's  No.  2. 

^  Ad  \)riiuAin  po«7ioncm,  This  respondent  [.  .  .]  this  present  about  the  ago  of  [x 
.  .  ,]  she  Jiatho  bono  niaincd  to  [,  . .]  yeres  viij  yeres  at  the  tyin[o  .  .  .]  fonst  of  wiinto 
Valeiityue.  ^  Near  Whitchurch  in  Cheshire,  *  lcnf3,  Wk. 

CIIIM)-MARKIA0KH.  n 
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2  1.  CJiild-Marriages.  ^1.  Divorces.  %  H.Winsianley  v.Al.Wcyrsley. 

liad, — in  a  morninge  about  Cocke*?  crowiiige,  with  Torche  light  and  Can- 
dell-light,  in  the  pariehe  churche  of  Marhurie  ...  hie  Sir  Wi/Zmm  Bedoe, 
curate  of  Mrt'/-burie :  there  beynge  -^rescni  at  the  said  mariage,  the  said 
Sir  M^Uliam  Bedoe,  the  said  parties  beynge  niaried,  and  this  depone7it ; 
and  won  other,  to  this  depone?ites  knoledge.' 

*  Ad  iij  ar^2c?ilu??2..  This  deponewt  sais,  that  the  said  Wi/Z/am  Pole,  his 
Sonne,  at  the  tyme  of  his  mariage  was  aboue  xj  yeres  of  age ;  and  he  saith 
that  they  neuer  dwellid  together,  lye  together,  nor  neue?-  had  carnall  dole  ; 
and  that,  to  this  depone?it«/<  knoledge,  they  neue?*  consentid  together  in 
kissinge,  gevinge  tokens,  or  in  any  other  thinge,  to  his  knoledge.  Wherbie 
lie  might  coniecluid  that  eue?*  they  favored  either  other  as  man  &  wief.' 

Christopher  somebody's  evidence  follows,  but  gives  no  new  facts. 

2.  Humfrey  Winstanley  v.  Alice  Worsley  (he  under  12  at 

marriage,  she  over  17). 
*  Exa??ziwacio   testiu???,   in   c^usa  divorcij   inter  Homfridum  Winstanley, 
p«rtem  aatriceWj  &  Alicia?>i  Worsley,  pm-tem  reaw?-,  capt«  cora?w 
m«gz5Zro  Eoberto  Leche,  &c.,  xxviij"  die  mensis  novembris,  awwo 
dornini  1561. 

Jacobus  Worsley,  parochze  de  Wigan,  ihidem  oriundus,  etatz'^^  circiter 
xxvij  annos,  nouit  p«?'tem  actricew  a  iintivitate,  et  partem  xeam  similiteT. 

Ad  iprimmn  SkiticuluDi,  this  deponent,  askid  off  the  age  off  Homfrey 
Winstanley,  answareth,  that  the  said  Homfrey  is  above  xiiij**"®  yeris  off 
age,  and  vnder  xv*"""  / 

Ad  ij^  articulnm,  this  deponcTzt,  beynge  demau?zded  wher,  when,  and 
what  tyme  off  the  daye,  and  the  yere,  and  bie  whos  procure[ment],  and 
howe  longe  agoe,  the  said  Homf[ray  was]  maried  /  answareth,  that  the  said 
Ho[mfray  ^was  marie]d  att  a  chapell  off  SzV  Thomas  Gerrard,  [callid]  the 
Brynn,^  in  the  parish  off  Winw^ick,  [last  MJydsomer  was  toe  yeres,  abowt 
X**  or  xj*^  [off  the]  clock  off  the  daye,  bie  the  procureme?it  of  the  said  Sir 
Tliomas  Gerrard,  gardian  to  the  said  Homfrey. 

Ad  iij'  SLiticidum^  this  deponent .  .  .  sais,  the  said  Homfrey  maried  one, 
Alice  Worsley,  sister  to  this  de-ponent,  then  beynge  off  the  age  off  xvij' 
yeres  and  above. 

Ad  iiij'"'"  aYtiailum,  this  depone?it,  beynge  asked  whether,  to  his  kno- 

lege,  the  said  Homfrey  had  ratefied  this  pretensid  mariage,  bie  expresse 

wordz's  off  consent,  or  anye  other  meanes ;  this  depone?it  sais,  that  he  has 

been  a  meane  to  Avinne  the  fauo?/?-  off  the  said  Homfrey  to  his  pretensid 

^  leaf  7  (Piceope's  No.  4).        -  leaf  7,  back.        ^  Brynn  Hall,  Sir  T.  Gerrard's  seat. 
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wiflf,  both  afore  the  said  Homfrey  came  to  the  yeres  off  discreccion,  and 
after  ]  and  he  cold  neue?*  gett  hyni  to  grant  his  good  will  to  his  pretensid 
wiff.  AVherfore  this  depone??t  verilie  belevis  that  the  said  matrimonie 
•was  neut'/-  rateHed.  and  forther  he  sais,  that  they  neuer  dwelled  together 
this  yere  and  halff ;  and  neuer  sawe  the  one  the  other,  off  that  space  :  and 
this,  depone«^  sais,  is  true,  bie  cause  the  said  Homfrey  went  to  the  scole 
viij  or  x**  rnyle  off  the  howse  off  this  deponent,  wher  the  said  Alice  re- 
may  ned  till  she  went  owt  of  Lancashire  a  greatt  way  ^forther  off  the  said 
Homfrey. 

Joannes  Sothworth  .  . .  [etatis]  xxix  annorw?«  .  .  .  sais  that  Hom- 
f[rey]  Winstanley  is  att  this  \)resei\i,  above  xi[iij]  yeres  off  age,  and  viij 
wekis,  and  hath  bene  ward  to  SeV  Thomas  Gerrard  euer  syns  his  fathers 
deth,  bie  a  bargen.  and  the  said  Homfrey  was  maried,  bie  the  constreynt 
of  his  said  gardian,  to  Alice  Worsley,  the  said  Alice  then  beyng  abowt 
the  age  off  xvij',  and  the  said  Homfrey  vnder  xij'  yeres,  more  then  to<3 
yeres  agoe,  as  moch  as  syns  mydsomer,  in  a  chapell  w^thin  the  howse  of 
St>  Thomas  Gerrard,  bie  one  SeV  Oswalde  Key,  chaplen  singing  att  Aston 
chapell  /  And  forther,  tiiis  deponent  sais,  that  he  is  able  to  saye  that  the 
said  Homfrey  wold  neuer,  bie  the  allurement  off  this  deponewt — beyng 
oft  in  this  deponentis  howse,  as  wtt/i  his  f rend,  bie  cause  this  depone7/-t  had 
maried  his  awnt, — grante  or  consent  vnto  the  said  mariage,  bie  word  or 
dede;  and  yett  this  depone?i<  hath  done  the  best  he  cold,  to  p^-swade 
Lyni  to  the  same  /  And  this  deponent  forther  sais,  that  the  said  Homfrey 
and  Alice  did  [not]  dwell  together  this  yere  and  a  halff ;  nor  the  one  sawe 
the  other  bie  that  [space,  as  they  ^have]  bene  asonder,  B\xm  tymes  xx'  or 
viiij'  myles  [att]  the  lest,  all  the  premtsses,  this  deponent  knowis  [to  be] 
true,  bie  cause  he  is  Vncle-in-lawe  to  [the  sai]d  Homfrey,  and  hath  hym 
oft  tymes  att  his  howse  ;  and  nowe,  after  the  decesse  off  his  awntc,  this 
deponent  and  the  said  Homfrey  be  beedfelowea  /  when  the  said  Homfrey 
comes  from  the  scole  to  this  doponente^  howse  / 

Ile/yxmsiowes  persowalcs  Alicie  Worsley,  8up?'a  excepcioinhus  et  ar- 

tiruXm  in  causa  divorcii,  ex  parte  Homfridi  Winstanloy,  q'uis 

pre/ensi  mariti,  oblat/«;   capt«  coram  \(iiie.rahi\\  viro  Kobea-to 

Leche,  &c.,  xj"  die  decembris  1561. 

Ad  pnmam  po/»t7/oneni,  This  re^jwndent  sais,  that  Homfrey  Winstan- 

ley  i«,  at  this  pr^^^nt,  about  tlie  age  of  xiiij^"*  yeres,  and  vnder  xv*""". 

Ad  ij**,  tliis  re/<7>ondent  sais,  tliat  Homfrey  Winstanley  and  she  were 
maried  together  at  a  chapell  of  Str  Tho7«a«  Gerrarde*  callid  the  Brinne, 

»  leaf  8.  «  leaf  8,  hack. 
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ill  a  morninge  about  ix'  or  x'  of  tlie  clocke,  about  Midsomer  was  two 
yeres,  bie  the  procurerae?it  of  S/r  Thomr^s  Gerrard,  gardian  of  the  said 
Homfrey,  against  the  myud  of  the  said  Homfrey,  as  she  thinker' .  .  . 

Ad  iiij  po6•^7^onem,  This  lY'^jwndent,  bcyiige  askid  whether  the  said 
Homfrey  had  ratified  the  pre/eusid  mariage,  bie  expresse  word«i?,  ^bie 
consent,  or  bie  [any  other  meane,  this  respondent  sais]  she  could  neue?* 
p<'r[swade  the  said  Homfrey  to  shew  lier]  good  will,  love  or  \_MS.  torUy 
nor]  he  neue?'  came  in  bed  wzth  her  [nor  did  he  euer  carnally]  knowe  her. 
And  forther  she  [sais  that]  she  will  neue?-  refuse  hym,  but  he  shall  Eefuse 
her  first,  and  nowe  she  desirethe,  that  he  may  ether  take  or  refuse  her 
before  a  Judge,  biecause  he  is  at  the  yeres  of  Consent  / 

3.  Eliz.  Hulse  v.  George  Hulse  (she  4  at  marriage,  he  7). 

'-^(7)  Ee«2'onsio  pe?-sowalis  'EUzahethe  Hulse,  in  caiisa  Divoricii  super  sum- 

wiaria  peticzo?ie  inter  noiiiinatam  et  Georgiu??^  Hulse,  capta  coram 

\enerahi\i  viro,  Eobe?'to   Leclie,  in   l^egibus   Baccalaureo,  xij**  die 

DecemhriSf  Anno  1561 

This  res/?ondent  sais,  that  George  Hulse  and  she  were  maried  together 

in  the  chappell  of  Knotisford,  what  tyme  she  knowis  not,  bie  reason  hit 

was  done  when  she  was  but  three  or  iiij"*"  yeares  old  ;  and  beynge  asked 

howe  she  knowithe  they  were  maried  in  Knottisford,  she  sais  she  knowis 

not,  but  bie  the  sayenge  of  her  father  &  mother,     forther,  she  sais,  she 

was  married  to  hym  biecause  her  frendes  thought  she  shuld  have  had  a 

lyvinge  bie  hym;  but  after  the  mariage,  the  said  George  was  bounden 

prentise  in  Congleton  for  the  space  of  x'  yeres ;  and  after  x'  yeres,  the 

said  George  came  to  her  mothers  house;   but  she  said  she  cold  neuer 

fansie  or  cast  favoz^r  to  hym,  nor  neue?"  will  do ;  and  she  sais  thei  neuer 

dwellid  together  sins  this  re^^^ondent  was  sixe  yere  old,  and  neuer  had 

any  Carnall  act  together. 

•  Resj^onsio  pe?'sowalis  Goorgii  Hulse,  capta  cora??i  marjistTO  Robe?*to 
Leche,  cancell«?w,  die  et  amio  \)redicfis.  [12  Dec.  1561.] 
This  Teqwndeiit  sais,  that  he  was  about  vij  yere  old,  cfe  YAizaheth 
Hulse  about  iiij°'"  yeres  old,  at  the  tyme  of  the  mariage  betwixe  them ; 
&  that  he  can  nowe  find  in  his  hart  to  have  her,  yf  she  wold  have  hym ; 
but  he  sais  he  cold  neue?-  have  favoii/.r  at  her,  nor  neuer  had  any  Carnall 
dole  wtth  her;  &  that  makis  hym  to  thinke  that  they  shuld  neuer  do 
well  yf  they  were  not  dyvorsed ;  &  he  beinge  nowe  a  poore  wastes  man, 

^  leaf  9.  2  ]paf  12,  back  (Piccopc's  No.  7). 
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she  despisethe  liym,  &  dothe  set  little  bie  liyni ;  &  forther  he  sais,  they 
have  bene  absent,  one  from  an  other,  this  x'  yeres ;  &  nowe  he  is  about 
xxiij  yeres  old,  &  neuer  had  any  token  from  her,  wherbie  he  cold  eiier 
pe?*ceyve  that  she  lovid  hym  as  his  wief. 

^Deposi^iones  testiu77i  capte  magistvo  [MS.  torn\  et  anno  predicto. 

Jacobus  Browne,  pa?'ochie  de  Witton,^  etatts  xl  tmnorum^  novit  p«rte«t 
aciricem  a  puericia,  et  pa?*te??i  rea??i  xv""*  an?ios.  Exa??a7iatws  super  sum7?iaria 
peticione,  ex  parte  partis  acti'icis  oblata.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  'Elizabeth 
Hulse  and  George  Hulse  were  maried  together  in  the  churche  of  Knotis- 
ford,  the  saied  'Elizabeth  beynge  about  the  age  of  iiij°''  yeres  :  and  he  sais 
he  knowis  well  her  age,  biecause  he  had  maried  her  mother  a  little  afore, 
and  was  bounden  in  obligac^on^  to  one  Mr.  Leghe  of  the  Ridge,  to  marie 
them  bie  a  certen  day ;  and  they  were  maried  accordinge  to  the  effect  of 
the  band,  about  xiiij*  yeres  agoe.  and  forther,  this  deponcTit  sais,  they 
neuer  dwellid  together,  nor  the  said  E\izabet?i  neuer  did  ratifie  the  said 
mariage,  or  did  eue?*  fansie  or  love  the  said  George,  especiallie  after  that 
he  had  lost  his  lyvinge,  w/a'cli  was  thought  shuld  have  bene  his  enherit- 
aunce.  Reddendo  racione?^  sui  d^c^^,  sais  that,  for  the  space  of  this  x* 
yeres,  the  said  george  hath  bene  absent,  and  hathe  sought  his  lyvinge  in 
an  other  cuntrie ;  and  the  said  Elizabeth  hath  continuallie  bene  w«th  this 
depone7it  in  house,  so  that  this  deponewt  is  certen  the  one  kissed  not  the 
other  this  x*  yeres,  or  eue?*  shewid  any  signe  of  Consent :  tho  this  Depone/it 
be  her  stepfather,  he  can  bringe  a  C  witnes  p  MS.]. 

Robertus  Wright,  parochie  de  Gostre,*  etatw  xxxiiij  an7iorw?«,  novit 
Elizabetham  Hulse  x  an/^os,  et  p«rte??i  rear?i  xiij"'"  an?«os,  et  vltra.  Ex- 
aminattcs  super  su7?imaria  petic/owe  &c,  This  depone^it  sais,  that  Eliza- 
beth  Hulse  &  George  Hulse  were  maried  together  in  the  churche  of 
Knotisford,  the  said  Elizabeth  beynge  at  that  tyme  about  the  age  of  iiij*"" 
yeres:  and  ^he  knowis  this  to  be  true,  biecause  he,  this  depone7it,  was 
maried  to  the  mother  of  the  said  George  xiij*""^  yeres  ago,  &  he  well 
remembrith  that  George  Hulse  did  marrie  Elizabeth  the  same  yere ;  and 
forther,  he  sais,  when  the  said  Elizabeth  came  to  the  yeres  of  consent,  and 
afore,  she  neuer  did  fansie  or  love  the  said  George,  for  bie-cause  the  said 
George  had  lost  his  lyvinge  a  good  while  afore,  and  was  not  able  to  men- 
taine  her,  but  for  necessitie  was  driven  to  binde  hym-self  a  prentice  to  a 
shomaker  in  Congloton,  callid  Rondull  Hankinson,  where  lie  servid  his 
prentiship  out,  and  hath  continued  Jomoman  sins :  in  all  the  space  of 

*  leaf  13.        '  Northwich,  Cheabire.        ^  by  Bond,  in  a  penalty. 
*  Goobtrcy,  Clieshirc,  10  m.  from  Wittou.        '^  leaf  13,  Wk 
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ix'  yeres.  and  this  depone??t  sais,  he  knowis  they  neiie?*  came  together 
sins  the  tyme  the  said  YAiTJiheiJi  came  to  yeres  of  discrecion,  nor  neuer 
had  carnall  copulacion  together,  thoughe  George  was  lothe  to  part  \v?tli 
her,  but  wold  have  Lovid  her  yf  she  wold  have  bene  content :  of  the 
w/<zch  premisses,  all  the  pa7*i8he  talkz«,  &  can  be  witnes  in  hit  / 

4.  John  Bridge  v.  Elizabeth  Bridge  (born  Ramsbotham). 
He  11  or  12  at  the  marriage,  she  ?  13-14. 

(Beginning  lost.     Depositions  taken  on  Dec.  1561.) 

[^Elizabeth  Bridge,  born  Ramsbotham,  answers  the  Bill  or  Petition  of 
her  husband  John  Bridge,  &  says  that  after  their  child-marriage  he  never 
treated  her]  "  lovinglie,  insomoche  that  the  first  [night  theyj  were  maried, 
the  said  John  wold  Ea[te  no]  meate  at  supper,  and  whan  hit  was  bed 
ty[me],  the  said  John  did  wepe  to  go  home  w/th  his  father,  he  beynge  at 
that  tyme  at  her  brothers  house,  yet  nene?'theles,  bie  his  fathers  iutreat- 
ing,  and  bie  the  p^^rswasion  of  the  priest,  the  said  John)  did  com??^e  to  bed 
to  this  Ee^^jondent  far  in  the  night;  and  there  lay  still,  till  in  the  morn- 
inge,  in  suche  sort  as  this  deponeTit  might  take  vnkindnes  wz'th  hym ;  for 
he  lay  wt'th  his  backe  toward  her  all  night;  and  neither  then,  nor  anie 
tyme  els,  had  carnall  dole  w^'th  her,  nor  neuer  after  came  in  her  Com- 
panie,  more  then  lie  had  neuer  knowne  her." 

"  Ad  iij  articulum,  This  respondent  sais,  that  the  said  John)  did  neuer 
ratifie  the  mariage  w/th  her.  neueHheles,  this  lesjyondent  wold  yet  be 
co7itent  to  take  hym  yf  he  wold  have  her;  nor  neue?-  did  vse  hym 
vnkindlie." 

De^osiciones  testmm,  capte  in  causa  pred/c/a,  capte  xij"  Decembrzs, 
a?^no  1561. 

Edmu7idw5  Kay,  parochie  Burie,^  etatid  xxxij',  no^^'t  parte??z  actricem 
ab  infancia,  et  pa?*te??i  veam  a  puericia. 

Ad  pr^mu??^  aYticiilum,  This  depone?zt  sais,  that  John  Bridge  and 
'EiizaLeth  Bamsbotham  were  maried  together  in  the  parishe  Churche  of 
Burie,  this  deponent  beynge  py-esent;  but  what  tyme  of  the  ^yere,  this 
deponerit  knowis  not;  the  said  John)  beynge,  at  the  tyme  of  the  said 
mariage,  about  the  age  of  xiij**^"®  yeres,  and  vnder  xiiij*™''.  Reddendo 
racione??^  sui  Dicti  /  biecause  he  was  his  neyboza'  and  his  kinseman,  and 
therfore  he  dothe  well  remembre  [his]  age ;  for  when  the  said  John) 
Bridge  was  but  two  yeres  old,  his  graundfather  and  the  father  of  the  said 
Ylizaheth  Romisbotham  made  a  bargaine  of  mariage ;  and  the  moide  was 

^  leaf  11  (Piccope's  No.  6).  -  Bury,  Lancashire.  ^  leaf  11,  back. 
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paid  bie  the  father  of  the  said  Elizabeth,  to  bie  a  pece  of  land  :  and  ther- 
fore  the  said  John)  was  maried  vnder  age,  after  the  deathe  of  his  graund- 
father,  bie  the  Executowrs  of  his  said  graundfather,  to  the  said  Ehzabethy 
to  save  the  monie  / 

Ad  ij**  a.vticu\\xm,  This  depone?it  sais,  that  the  said  John)  cold  neuer 
love  or  favour  the  said  E\iz/xheth;  but  hathe  often  tynies  desired  this 
deponeyit  to  speake  to  his  father  to  get  them  asouder. 

Ad  iij  articulum,  This  depone?^t  sais,  that  the  said  John)  and  Elizabeth 
neuer  dweliid  together  sins  ther  said  mariage,  nor  neuer  lay  together ;  but 
the  iirst  night  they  were  maried,  bie  the  perswasion  of  a  priest,  the  said 
Johii)  went  to  bed  to  the  said  Elizabeth,  w/th  much  ado ;  and  neiie?'  after 
came  in  her  Companie,  so  that  this  depone/it  thinkes  in  his  Conscience 
they  had  neuer  carnall  copulacion  together. 

Ad  vltim?^/>i,  dicit  predeposita  per  euwi  fore  vera,  et  famawt  super 
hujusmodi  laborare.     nojt  est  doct?/*',  iioii  conductws  &c. 

^Johannes  Key,  parochie  de  Burie,  etatis  x  [?  annoium,  novit  partes  a] 
puericia. 

Ad  primu??i  SLrticulmUy  This  depone7?t  sais,  [that  John  Bridge]  and 
Elizabeth  Romisbotham  were  m[aried  tojgether  in  the  parishe  churche  of 
Burie,  apon  a  Mighelmas  even,  iij  yeres  passid  sins  Mighelmas ;  and  that 
the  said  John  was,  at  the  tyme  of  the  said  mariage,  aboue  the  age  of  xiij 
yeres,  and  vnder  xiiij**"^.  and  beynge  askid  of  lii»  just  age,  he  sais,  he  is 
well  Remembrid  that  he  was  borne  about  Candelmas ;  ^  and  beynge  his 
neyhoitT,  is  well  remembrid  of  the  yeres.  This  deponent  sais  he  was  not 
present  at  the  mariage ;  but  the  same  morninge  he  was  maried,  he  came 
ouer  this  deponerite^  ground,  and  wept  gretlie,  and  said,  "  John,  /  I  wold 
I  might  go  With  you  to  the  milne  " 

Ad  iij  SLTtiadiwif  This  deponewt  sais,  the  first  niglit  the[y]  lay  together 
bie  the  Compulsion  of  the  priest  of  the  Chapell ;  for  he"  wold  have  gone 
home  wj'th  his  father  the  same  night,  but  his  father  wold  not  suffer  hym. 
&  yerlie*  in  the  morowe  he  went  from  her  brothers  house,  ^  neuer  came 
in  her  Companie  sins,  nor  had  any  Carnall  dole  together,  nor  wold  ewer 
drawe  to  her,  or  love  her,  bie  any  Counsell 

''Factrt  fuit  sequens  exa?rti?iacio  testiu?/t  in  c&usa  Divorcij  inter  Jo- 
ha/mem  Bridge,  parte//*  actrirem,  et  Elizabeth  [am]  Bridge,  p^(r- 
Uijn  Team,  capta  cora//i  magistio  Robe/*to  Leche,&c,  .xvj"  Januurij 
1561[-2]. 

*  leaf  12.        '  Feb.  2  :  ihc  Purification  of  the  Virpii  Mary. 
'  the  boy-hu»bttud,  Jolm  Britl^^o.        *  uarly.         •'  Icuf  18,  buck  ( I'iccoiHj'a  No.  10). 
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Jacobus  Hardcar,  prt?'Ochie  de  Burie,  etaU's  liij'  anorww,  no^;^t  pa?*tes 
ab  Infancijs  earunde??i  / 

Ad  pr/mu7;i  iv^ticulxim,  dicit  eimdem  fore  veru??i.  Eeddendo  rac/one?^ 
s\ii  dacfi,  he  sais,  that  John  Bridge  &  YAvmheth  Bridge,  alms  Eomis- 
botham,  were  maried  together  in  the  pa?"ishe  Churche  of  Burie,  about 
thre  yeres  passid,  apon  a  Michelmas  even. 

Ad  ij*^  niticulMm^  This  depone?it  sais,  tliat  he  knowithe  that  John 
Bridge  was  vnder  age  of  xiiij  yeres  when  he  was  married.  Reddendo 
racione/?!  diicti  [sui],  tliis  depone?it  sais,  he  was  in  the  Churche,  when  the 
said  John  was  christnid ;  w/i/ch  day  was  a  weddinge  in  the  Churche ;  and 
bie  that,  he  well  dothe  beare  the  yere  in  niynd.  and  forther,  he  ^sais, 
that  when  the  said  John  came  to  the  full  ag[e  of]  xiiij*  yeres,  he  did 
neuer  agre  to  the  said  mariage,  b[ut]  alwais  did  dissent,  and  all  this,  he 
knowis  to  be  true,  biecause  he  is  a  next  neybowr;  and  the  said  John  hath 
told  hit  dyverse  tymes  to  this  deponewt  / 

Ad  iij  divticuhxm.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  the  said  John  and  'Elizabefh 
did  neue?'  dwell  together,  or  lye  together,  but  onlie  the  first  night :  and 
that  night  he  had  no  carnall  Copulacion  w^'th  her.  Reddendo  Tacionein 
dicfi  [sui],  he  saithe,  that  the  said  John  was  maried  in  the  Churche,  for 
savinge  of  a  band;^  and  that  tyme  he  said  he  wold  go  to  Churche,  and 
say  the  wordes,  for  savinge  his  father  of  a  band ;  but  he  said  he  wold 
neuer  consent  to  them  in  his  hart,  and  the  first  night,  he  went  to  bedd 
with  the  said  'Elizabeth ;  but  he  told  this  depone?it  that  he  neuer  touchid 
her  bare  skin,  bothe  afore  he  came  to  the  age  of  xiiij,  and  xx*'®  tymes 
sins,  forther,  he  sais,  that  he  dare  make  good  on  a  boke,  that  they  did 
neuer  ratifie  the  mariage  bie  any  meanes,  as  sendinge  of  tokens,  or 
kepinge  Conipanie,  or  any  suche  like  sort,  wherbie  they  shuld  favo?^r  one 
another. 

Ad  vlthmim,  dicit  predeposita  pe?'  emn  fore  vera :  and  hereof,  he 
sais,  the  said  John  might  bringe  a  C  witnes,  yf  he  might  for  cost. 

Thomas  Bridge,  parochie  de  Burie,  etat/*-  Iij'  aniioiinn,  novit  pa?-tes 
ab  infancijs  earunde???-  / 

Ad  Ytrimiwi  Sixticuliwi,  This  deponcTit  sais,  that  John  Bridge  was 
compellid  bie  his  father  to  marrie  the  said  Elizabeth  Romisbotham,  sore 
against  his  w^pll],  ^beynge  but  a  child,  and  vnder  the  age  of  xiiij  yeres, 
havinge  no  mynde  of  mariage.  and  beynge  demaundid  '  whie  his  father 
enforcid  hym  to  the  said  mariage  * ;  he  sais,  that  '  his  father  was  bound 

1  leaf  19. 
2  Bond,  given  by  his  Father,  to  make  the  marriage,  with  a  penalty  if  he  did  not. 

3  leaf  19,  back. 
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in  suche  a  band,  that  yf  he  had  not  gone  to  the  Churche,  and  there  have 
spoken  the  wordes  after  the  priest,  his  father  had  bene  vndone.' 

Ad  ij*  2ixttcu\wnj — beynge  askid,  howe  old,  John)  Bridge  is  nowe,  and 
whether  he  did  dissent  from  the  mariage  streyghtwais,  before  he  was 
xiiij,  This  deponeTit  sais,  that  John  Bridge  is  nowe  about  the  age  of 
xviij'.  beynge  askid  *  what  tyme  of  the  yere  he  was  borne ' ;  lie  [Thos. 
Bridge]  sais  he  knowis  not  perfittlie  biecause  he  was  not  p?'esent  at  his 
christninge  in  the  Churche,  but  he  see  when  he  went  to  christniuge,  for 
they  came  by  this  deponewt,  beynge  at  his  worke  when  they  went  to 
church  /  And  forther,  he  sais,  that  the  said  John  neue?-  agreid  to  the  said 
mariage.  reddendo  racionewi  sui  d/c^i;  biecause  the  said  John  told  this 
depone?it  C  tymes,  that  he  wold  neuer  consent,  love,  or  have  the  said 
YAizaleth  as  his  wief. 

Ad  iij  di.Yticu\um,  This  deponent  sais,  that  the  said  John)  and  'EXimheth 
neuer  dwellid  together  sins  the  said  mariage  ;  but  before,  they  did.  then 
the  said  ^Mzaheth  beynge  a  bigge  woman,  and  the  said  John)  but  a  child, 
slie  delt  shrewdlie  with  hym  :  and  that  made  hym  to  cast  Ids  love  so  from 
her;  that  yf  hit  had  not  bene  ^for  savinge  of  the  band,  he  wold  neuer 
have  maried  her.  &  sins  that  tyme  he  neuer  dwellid  W2th  her,  nor  did 
lye  With  her,  but  the  first  night ;  and  then,  this  depone?it  thinkes  in  his 
Conscience,  that  he  had  neuer  any  Carnall  dole  with  her.  and  further, 
this  depone7it,  beynge  ther  neybowr,  did  neuer  here  word  spoken,  or 
Token  sent,  betwixe  them,  or  any  suche  familiaritie  betwixe  them, 
wherbie  he  might  iudge  that  they  vsid  them  self  as  man  and  wief,  or 
euer  ratified  the  mariage. 

Ad  yMimum,  dicit  predeposita  per  Gum  fore  vera,  et  fama??i  super 
linjuismodi  laborare,  ....  in  the  Cuntrie  thereabout.     2^0;^  est  doct?/.ij, 

&C.2 

5.    Andrew  Haworth  v.  Constance  Entwisell :   boy  9 
at  marriage;   girl  11. 
3Exa7«iwacio  testiu?«  in  csMsa  Divorcii  inter  Andrea?^  Haworth,  parochte 
de  Bolton,  partewi  nciriceia,  contra  Custaiicia?;i  Entwisell,  pa?*te7;i 
rea7W,  capta  corawi  maf/istio  lioberto  Leche,  in  legibw.s  baccallawreo,  &c 
v°  die  Martii  1561  [-2]. 
Jacobus  Sharplus,  parochie  de  Bolton,*  ibiV/em  oriundw/*,  otat^'  circiter 
Ixvj'  anwos,  novit  ^arte})i  aciricem  a  pue/-icia  sua,  et  Custancia?/i  Entwisi-ll, 
ex  quo  fuit  sex  anwos. 

»  leaf  20.  '-=«  The  MS.  puta  this  bcforn  *  in  tho  Cuntrie  thorcahout.' 

^  leaf  40  (PiccoiKi's  No.  l(i).  *  liolton-Ie-Mooi-s,  Lancubhirc. 
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A(\  i)y7inii;^/-  miicuXwm,  This  Deponewt  sais,  tliat  he  was  p?'e«eiit  in  the 
P''<r/she  church  of  IJoltoii,  at  the  iwatnmowy  solempiiized  betvvixe  Andrewe 
Haworth  (then  beynge,  to  his  Estimacion  at  that  tyine,  ix'  yeres  of  age), 
and  Custance  Eutwisell,  tlien  beynge  about  xj  yeres  of  age;  and  tliat, 
this  deponewt  knowes  well  to  be  true,  biecause  he  was  neybowr  dwellinge 
iiere  to  the  said  pa/'ties,  and  knowes  the  same  to  be  true ;  but  what  tymo 
of  the  yere  the  said  matrimony  was  celebratt,  this  deponewt  CAwnoi  tell. 
IwtQYVo^^atus  de  conipulsew^e  et  impulsione  pareiitu?/*  et  amicorw?>i  suovuiUy 
This  deponent  sais,  that  Andrewe  Haworthes  father,  perceyvinge  the 
father  of  Custance  Entwisell  departid  when  the  said  Custance  was  of  the 
age  of  xj  yeres  as  abovesaid,  did  obteyne  the  Landlordes  goodwill  of  the 
Teneme^it  wherein  the  father  of  the  said  Custance  did  dwell,  and  so 
maried  the  said  Andrewe  his  sonne,  &  the  said  Custance,  together ;  and 
so  the  said  Andrewe  &  Custance  did  dwell  at  the  said  Tenement.  ahVer 
quoad  oxticulmn  nescit  deponere 

^Robertus  Wodde,  p«rochie  de  Bolton,  ihidem  oriundws,  etatis  circiter 
xlij  an?eo3,  novii  pa?*te?'Ai  actricein  a  na.HuitatGj  et  parte??^  rea?;i  similiter. 

Ad  pnniu??i  aiticulum,  This  depone?tt  sais,  that  Andrewe  Haworth, 
then  beynge  about  the  age  of  viij  yeres,  or  there-about,  bic  the  p*?rswasion 
of  his  father  &  mother,  &  other  his  frendes,  did  marrie  in  the  somer 
season,  in  the  parishe  churche  of  Bolton,  Custance  Entwisell,  (then 
beynge  about  the  age  of  xj^  yeres),  about  xiiij'  yeres  past,  and  that,  this 
deponent  well  knowis,  beynge  a  nere  neybowr  to  the  said  p«^-ties.  aliteT 
nescit  depone?'e. 

Ad  ij*^  avticulum,  this  deponcTtt  sais,  that  Andrewe  Haworth  &  Cus- 
tance Entwisell,  after  the  said  mai^rimony,  did  dwell  together  in  the 
house  of  the  father  of  Andrewe  Haworth  bie  a  certen  space ;  but  howe 
longe,  or  whether  they  did  lye  together,  or  had  carnal  1  dole  together.  This 
deponent  cannot  tell. 

Ad  iij  Sivticuhim,  dicit,  quod  nescit  deponere,  an  volu?itarie  cohaZ>it- 
arunt,  aut  carnale??i  copula?n  invice?n  hahueiunt ;  but  this  deponent  sais, 
he  hath  sene  them  go  and  come  from  the  church  together,  as  man  and 
wief.     olitev  nescit  deponere 

^ Res^;oncio?ies  personales  Custancie  Entwisell,  super  -posidomhus  et 
ar^tcnlis  libelli  ex  parte  Andrei  Haworth  oblatz,  capte  die  et 
anno  p?-edtctis  [20  March,  1561-2]. 

Ad  prima??^  pos/c/onem,  This  res^?ondent  sais,  that  Andrewe  Haworth 
&  she  were  maried  together  in  the  parish  church  of  Bolton  about  xij 

^  leaf  40,  back.         -  Alterd  from  xij.         "^  leaf  53,  back  (Piccopc's  No.  20), 
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yeres  ago,  the  said  Andrewe  beynge  betweiie  ix  &  x  yeres  old,  and  this 
respondent  betwene  xj  or  xij  ;  and  she  sais  they  were  maried  together  bie 
the  Compulsion  of  their  frende«. 

Ad  ij*^  posicione/>?,  dicit  Qnwdem  fore  vera?;i ;  and  they  neu^?-  consentid 
or  lovid  together,  as  man  and  wief,  after  they  came  to  yeres  of  discrec^()n. 

Ad  iij,  This  respondent  sais,  bie  vertiie  of  her  othe,  that  they  have 
dwellid  together  in  a  house  of  the  said  Andrewe  bie  the  space  of  two 
yeres,  about  two  yeres  ago  ;  and  afore  that  tyme,  they  dwellid  together  in 
the  house  of  the  said  Andrewe  Hawortlies  father  about  tenne  yeres ;  but 
she  sais,  bie  vertue  of  her  othe,  that  duringe  all  that  tyme  they  neue?*  had 
carnall  dole,  nor  neuer  vsid  themselfe  famylierlie  together  as  man  and 
wief,  althoughe,  bie  the  compulsion  of  their  frendes  they  were  kept  so 
longe  together ;  nor  neuer  consentid  to  the  same 

6.  Peter  Haworth  v.  Margery  Haworth,  born  Heydocke  : 
girl  8  at  marriage ;   boy  less. 

^  Responsio?ies  pe?'sonales  Margerie  Haworthe,  ah'as  Heydocke,  supe?'  alle- 
gaciorie  ex  parte  Petri  Haworth  con^;*a  ipsam,  in  cawsa  Divorcii 
oblata,  capte  die  et  an«o  predtcfis  /  [8  May,  1562]. 

Ad  contents  allegac?o?zis  sive  mafe?-«e  pe?-  Petru??i  Haworthe  oblate, 
this  ^e^7?ondent  sais,  that  Peter  Haworthe  and  this  resjwndent  were  maried 
together  in  the  paryshe  churche  of  Blagburne  about  xviij  yeres  ago,  the 
said  Peter  beynge  younger  then  this  resj/ondent ;  &  this  res^wndent  sais 
she  was,  at  the  tyme  of  the  said  ma?'iage,  about  viij  yeres  of  age ;  and 
tliat  she  is,  at  this  present,  about  xxvj  yeres  old :  and  that  the  said 
mariage  was  made  bie  the  advise  and  Comi)ulsion  of  this  resjjondentes 
freindes,  apon  her  pa?'te ;  but  howe  hit  was  apon  his  [Peter  H.'s]  parte, 
this  respondent  knowes  not.  and  forther,  this  respondent  sais,  that  when 
she  came  to  the  age  of  consent,  she  did  not  agre  to  the  said  mariage,  and 
that  she  did  neuer  ratifie  hit  bie  Consentinge  therevnto ;  nor  that  she  had 
euer  parte  of  liis  bodie ;  but  that  she  is  a  good  maido,  for  hym ;  &  tliat 
they  neuer  dwellid  together  sins  they  were  of  the  age  of  xij  yeres :  but 
then  dislove  fell  betwene  them,  and  this  Re>y)ondent  sais,  that  sins  that 
tyme  she  hathe  dwellid  wtth  her  frendcs ;  <fc  ho  hath  ))one  euer  sins  wtth 
liis  frendes,  and  abroade  at  Service,  beynge  askid  liowe  liit  cluauicid 
that  they  have  not  got  a  divorce  this  xviij**""  yeres;  she  sais,  thcr  was  a 
discord  betwene  them,  &  a  sute  in  this  Cowrt,  about  xvj'  yores  ago ;  but 
howe  hit  endid,  this  respondent  knowes  not. 

»  leaf  59,  back  {Piccoiw's  No.  23). 
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7.   Joan  Wliittall,  born  Leyland,  v.  Rafe  Wliittall. 

(Each  between  11  and  12,  at  marriage.    Depositions  made,  25  Sept.  1562.) 

^  When  *  the  said  Joan  was  . .  .  a  xj  yere  old,  and  vnder  xij,  and  the  said 
Kafe  was  iij  wekes  younger,*  the  children  were  married  *  in  the  p«rishe 
church  of  Leyland,'  Lancashire,  about  Candlemas,  ^  'biecause  the  said  Rafe 
had  about  xl  s  a  yere  of  land.'  ^He  staid  at  her  fathers  house  for  less  than 
a  month,  then  went  to  his  mother's  till  he  was  15  or  16,  &  then  returnd 
to  her  father's  for  two  years,  but  (as  he  says)  he  '  neue?'  lay  w^fch  her, 
biecause  he  was  ordred  [treated]  worse  then  any  seruawnt  in  her  fathers 
house;  &  biecause  he  pe?'ceyvid  she  neuer  lovid  hym,  he  went  away,  and 
neuer  came  there  sins ;  and  so  she  hath  bene  at  service  abroad ;  and  the 
one  neuer  sent  the  other,  token,  and  biecause  she  dealid  so  vnkindly 
with  hym,  he  will  neuer  have  her,  for  whie,  she  euer  lovid  other  boies  (to 
his  knoledge)  as  well  as  hym.  and  forther,  he  sais  he  neuer  lay  wtth  her, 
or  had  carnall  Acte  with  her.' 

Thomas  Pincok  says  *that  '  when  the  boy  came  to  xv'  or  xvj'  yeres, 
he  was  entysed  away  bie  the  stepfather  and  mother  of  the  said  Raffe, 
bie  reason  the  one  fansied  not  the  other.* 

^Joan's  father,  Rafe  Leyland,  71  years  old,  'sais  that  they  were 
maried  biecause  she  shold  have  had  bie  hym  a  p?*ety  bargane,  yf  they 
cold  have  lovid,  on  the  other.'  When  'the  said  Rafe  [Whittall]  came  to 
the  age  of  xvj  yeres,'  he  'came  to  this  Depone^ite*'  house,  and  there 
remayned  at  bedd  and  bord  bie  the  space  of  ij  yeres ;  nor  neuer  came  in 
bed,  the  one  with  the  other,  nor  the  one  cold  not  fansy  the  other.* 
^ '  beynge  askid  whie  the  said  J[o]ane  did  not  begin  her  sute  afore,  he  sais 
that  she  was  poor,  and  had  no  money ;  and  nowe  she  hath  gotten  som- 
wliat  in  Seruice,  and  nowe  spendes  hit  in  triall  of  the  Lawe.' 

8.  Ellen  Dampart  v.  John  Andre  we.  (Her  2  Sisters  put 
between  them  in  bed  on  the  wedding-night.)  Girl 
under  8  at  marriage,  boy  10. 

"Exa??ii7iacio   testium   in   GOiiisa  Divorcii   super  \\hel\o   ex  parte  Elene 
Dampart^  con^?'a  Joha?mem  Andrewe  oblato,  capta  cora??i  magistxo 
Roberto  Leche  &c.,  xxij''  die  Octobri>>'  1562"  / 
Galfridws  Tailiowr,  parochie  de  Chedill,  novit  i^artem  actricem  et  ^aiie^n 

veniiL  a  puericiis.  Testis  productwt'?,  JiiTatus  et  exa?Jii??atws  super  Allegac/o?ie 

^  leaf  73,  back  (Piccope's  No.  33).         ^  i^^f  74.         '  leaf  74,  back. 

^  leaf  74.         ^  leaf  73,  back.         «  leaf  74.         ^  leaf  79  (Piccope's  No.  36). 

^  The  country  shortening  of  "Davenport." 
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sive  snm??iaria  petic^o?ie  ex  pa?'te  ^arils  actrids  oblat«,  dicit,  in  vbn  Jura- 
me7iti  siii,  that,  by  tlie  report  of  the  Ciintiy,  Elen  Dampart^  and  John 
Andrewe  were  niaried  together  in  a  Chanibre  at  Widford ; — howe  loiige 
sins,  or  what  tyme  of  the  yere,  this  depone?zt  knowis  not,  by  cause  lie  was 
not  ipresent  by  at  the  solenipnizaczon  of  the  said  mafrimony ; — but  they 
were  marled  vnder  age,  as  he  hard  say,  ^not  past  ix  or  x  yeres  old. 
And  fortlier  he  sais,  that  the  cause  of  their  niariage  was,  that  John)  Dam- 
p«rt  of  Widford,  and  'William  Andrewe,  fathers  of  the  said  parties, 
beinge  at  co?ztencion  and  sute,  and  havinge  a  Teneme?^t  wherein  John) 
Andrewes  father  dwellid,  devided  betwixe  the  said  Andrewes  father,  and 
one  James  Smith ;  and  the  said  James  Smith  toke  a  Lease  of  his  pa?'t  of 
the  Teneme?it,  and  set-in  the  said  Ellin  to  have  hit  after  his  decesse ;  and 
the  said  Mr.  Dampa?'t  and  John)  Andrewes,  for  that  entent,  to  wyne  the 
house  together,  thought  it  convenient  to  marry  the  said  Ellin  and  John) 
Andrewe  together ;  and  so  they  did ;  but  yet  the  said  parties  neuer  con- 
sentid  thervnto ;  in-somuch,  that  Willeam  Andrewe,  pe?'cey vinge  the  mynde 
of  his  Sonne,  who  said  to  hym,  "Father!  gyve  me  yowr  blessinge,  and  I 
will  go  into  an  other  Cuntry,  to  seke  my  Livinge ;  for  I  will  neuer  take 
her  as  my  wief."  And  his  father  answerid  and  said,  "he  wold  spend 
half  a  score  of  iN'obles,  but  he  wold  have  them  divorcid."  And  this,  he 
[Geoffrey  Tailiour]  knowes  to  be  true,  bie  the  report  of  John)  Andrewe 
and  other  neigbowreif  /  And  forther,  this  depone?^t  sais,  that  at  the  last 
beyng  of  Sould[i]ers  at  Lithe,  this  deponent  and  John)  Andrewe  beynge 
souldiers  together,  and  the  said  John)  lyenge  at  the  point  of  death,  very 
sicke,  said  to  one  Iiobe?*te  Wilk'amson,  *'  I  pray  the,  yf  euer  thou  com/»e 
in  the  Cuntry,  say  &  declare  that  he  [my  Son]  neue?*  toke  Ellin  Dampart 
for  his  wief,  nor  neu<^r  wold  do,  in  this  world  or  in  another."  And 
forther,  he  sais,  they  neuer  dwellid  together  sins  they  were  of  yeres  of 
consent ;  for  the  said  Ellin  went  to  London ;  and  John)  Andrewe,  arti- 
culate, went  abroad,  to  seke  his  Livinge  and  to  do  service  ;  wherby  this 
deponents  thinker,  and  knowes  to  his  knoledge,  or  for  euer  any  thinge 
that  this  depone7it  cold  here  or  know  of,  that  they  neue?*  had  carnall  Act 
together,  or  vsid  either  other  as  man  and  wief  ought  to  do,  forbiecauso 
this  depone7it  hath  hard  Ellin  Dampart  say  oftentymes,  that  'she  had 
rather  dy,  then  she  cold  take  hym  [Jn.  Andrewe]  as  her  husband,  and 
forsake  all  that  she  had  or  shuld  have '  / 

Carohis  Worthington,  paroch/e   do  Presbury,  et&iis  xxix  annomwi, 
novit  paj-towt  acinceni  et  ^aHem  leain  a  puc^iciis  earunde?^.     Examinatus 

*  The  country  shortening  of  ♦*  Davenport." 
^  leaf  7i>,  bulk. 
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super  allegaceowe  &c,  elicit,  that  as  he,  beyiige  a  new  neibowr,  ^hath 
hard  say^  that  Ellin  Danip«rt  and  John)  Andrewe  were  maried  together 
about  xiij  or  xiiij  yeres  ago,  come  Christmas  next,  in  a  Chamber  at 
Widford ;  and  for  this  cause,  that  Willmm  Andrewe,  father  to  the  said 
John)  Andrewe,  and  one  James  Smith,  had  a  house  on  the  Landes  of 
John)  Damprtrt  of  Widford,  esquier,  devided  betwene  them ;  and  the  said 
James  Smith  had  gotten  a  Lease  of  his  pc^'te,  and  in  the  same  had  put 
Ellin  Damp«?-t,  a  base  doughter  of  the  said  Mr  Dampcn-tes,  to  have  hit 
after  his  decesse.  and  the  said  Willmm  Andrewe,  fearing^  lest  he  shuld 
lose  his  pm-te  of  his  Lyvinge,  and  to  wyne  all  the  tenement  together 
againe,  made  a  mariage  wiWi  the  said  Ellin  Dampart  to  his  sonne  John), 
against  the  consent  of  both  pa?'ties,  at  that  tyme,  and  euer  sins ;  for  he 
hath  hard  John)  Andrewe  s;iy  many  tymes,  that  *  he  had  rather  dye,  or 
he  wold  have  her  as  his  wief ' :  and  tlie  said  Ellin  hath  said  no  lesse  by 
the  said  John) ;  wherby  hit  appereth  that  they  neuer  lovid  either  other. 
And  forther,  this  depone7it  sais,  that  they  neuer  dwellid  in  one  house 
together  sins  they  came  to  yeres  of  Consent,  biecause  tliey  agreid  so  evil), 
and  sins  they  came  to  yeeres  of  consent,  the  said  Ellin  went  to  London ; 
and  John)  Andrewe  went  to  service  abrode  in  the  Cuntry ;  and  neue?*  vsid 
either  other  as  man  and  wief,  or  euer  had  Carnall  dole  together,  to  this 
depone/it&s  knoledge ;  &,  as  this  depone?it  hath  hard  say,  the  said  John) 
hath  desired  his  father  of  his  blessinge,  and  said  to  hyni  that  '  he  wold 
rather  forsake  all,  or  he  wold  take  the  said  Ellin  as  his  wief.'  beynge 
askid  howe  [he]  knowis  they  were  maried  together,  he  sais,  biecause  this 
deponent  was  a  nere  neibour,  within  a  fieldes  broade  to  them  / 

WilleZniMS  Bridge,  eiatis  xxiiij''*"  amiorum,  iwvit  partes  vj  annis,  quia 
est  servus  partis  ree  /  Exa?ni?iat?^s  super  allegacione  &c.  Ihis  depone?it 
saia,  that,  by  report  of  the  neighbowr^s  thereabout,  the  said  parties  were 
mailed  together,  beynge  but  Children,  sins  the  tyme  he  hath  dwellid 
with  John)  Andrewe,  he  neuer  se  them  vse  either  other  as  man  and  wief, 
which,  is  above  vj  yeres  ago :  but  that  they  wold  avoid  the  Company  & 
speakinge,  ^the  one  of  the  other,  nor  neuer  did  consent  or  agre  together 
by  any  waies.  and  forther  he  sais,  that  by  rejx)rt,  the  said  John)  Andrewe 
askid  his  father  his  blessinge  after  he  was  maried,  &  said  he  wold  go  out 
of  the  Contrey  or  euer  he  wold  take  her  as  his  wief.  And  for  the  cause 
of  their  mariage,  he  sais,  lyer  Telacionejii  alioru77^,  that  hit  was  vt  p?'e- 
contestes  sui  d€posueru^^t.  and  forther,  he  sais,  he  hath  hard  the  said 
John)  say  he  wold  neu^r  take  her  as  his  wief.     And  to  this  depone?ite6' 

^—^  Struck  out,  and  *'dotli  knowe"  written  over  by  another  hand. 
2  leaf  80,  back. 
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knoledge,  they  neue?"  dwellid  togetlier ;  biecaiise  the  said  Ellin  went  to 
London,  and  the  said  John)  went  to  the  wanes,  &  abrode  to  service, 
and  as  for  Carnall  Act,  this  deponent  thinkes  veryly,  for  any  thinge  that 
eiie/*  he  hard  or  se,  they  neuer  had  carnall  dole  together,  or  eu^?*  vsid 
either  other  as  man  &  wief,  to  his  knoledge ;  but  eue?*  did  discent  / 

^  E-esponsiones  pe?'SO?zales  Sohannis  Andrewe,  super  ^ositiomhus  et 
iiYtimilis  lAhelM  ex  prt?-te  Elene  Damp«rt  contra  ip^ami  oblat^, 
capte  cora??i  magistxo  Roberto  Leche,  in  Legihus  baccallrt?freo, 
v"  die  Novemb?-*^  156P  / 
Ad  prnna??i  ipositioneni,  This  deponewt  sais,  that  Elein  Dampart  &  he 
were  niaried  together  vnder  age, — this  de23one7^t  then  beyng  about  x  yeres 
old,  &  the  said  Ellin  somewhat  vnder  viij, — in  a  Chamber  at  Widford 
Hall,  by  one  S^r  John)  Handford,  who  servid  Mr.  Dampf/?"t  of  Widford 
at  that  tyme,  xiij  yeres  ago,  or  there-aboute^.  beyng  askid  '  who  was 
present  by ' ;  he  knowes  not.  beyng  askid  whether,  sins  he  came  to  age, 
he  euer  fansied  her,  he  saies  '  no ;  neither  sins  nor  afore,  nor  neuer  in 
his  hart  toke  her  for  his  wief ' ;  for,  at  the  tyme  of  their  mariage  they 
knewe  not  what  they  did ;  or  els  this  respondent  wold  neuer  have  had 
her.  beynge  askid  whether  he  euer  lay  with  her,  he  answeris,  that  'the 
first  night  they  were  maried,  they  lay  both  in  one  bed,  but  ij  of  her 
sisters  lay  betwene  hym  &  her ;  and  sins  that  tyme,  he  neuer  Lay  yvith 
her  in  bed,  nor  neuer  had  carnall  dole  with  her.'  beynge  askid  whether 
he  did  euer  ratify  the  mariage  by  sending  her  tokens,^  or  kissinge,  or 
mutuall  CohaMtacion  ;  he  saies  *  neuer.'  beyng  askid  *  where  they  have 
dwellid  asonder,' — he  sais,  'she  hath  dwellid  som7?<etynie  at  Middlewich, 
som7?ietynie  with  Mr  Duncalf,  and  som?>ietynie  at  London,  and  this 
deponewt  dwellid  in  Presbury,  with  his  sister,  iij  yeres,  &  was  in  the 
North  part  iij  yeres'  /  forther,  beyng  askid,  '  howe  hit  chauncid  tlie[y] 
sewid  not  a  dyvorse  afore  nowe,  seynge  they  could  not  agre,'  he  sais 
that  *  they  began  to  sewe  a  dyvorse  afore,  about  v'  yeres  ago ;  &  the 
matter,  to  his  reme7?ibrrtunce,  was  brought  to  witnes ;  and  then  he  went 

'  leaf  88  (Piccopc's  ^'o.  39). 

'''  In  Ajiril  l.')40,  Tliomas  IJievokes  deposes,  that  *on  a  Monday  last  month,  about 
.sunset  .  .  lie  lieanl  John  Yenne  ask  William  C'uj»per  whether  there  was  any  contract 
of  marriage  between  him  and  Elisabeth  Yenne. 

'Said  he' :  "She  hath  a  naj)kyn  of  myne  in  token  of  maryage,  and  condicionally 
that  she  shulde  be  my  wylle  ;  and  upon  the  same,  she  hath  my  fayth  and  troth  ;  and 
I  Iiave  liira.  And  1  have  a  ryng  of  her,  and  a  napkyn,  u])on  the  same  condiuion  ; 
and  in  case  this  be  no  bargen,  anil  if  she  will  take  the  parcell  upon  her,  discharging 
nice,  I  amo  well  contenteu;  and  she  shall  have  parte  of  my  goodes." 

*  Hut,  wiid  Eli.s4ibeth ' :  "  I  will  not  discharge  you  :  a  bargen  hit  ys  ;  and  a  bargou 
yt  shall  be  ;  an<l  1  will  goo  thtrow  the  lande  with  you."— Om  trays  in  OUicn  Days^ 
(luvn  WcM.     Exeter,  1892. 
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to  Scotland,  &  he  thouglit  he  wold  se  his  corny iig  againe,  or  eiier  ho 
sewid  any  forther ' ;  &  so,  they  beyng  asonder  till  they  were  detectid  in 
the  visitaceou  for  the  same,  neuer  did  sewe  the  matter,  but  did  let  it 
slippe  till  nowe,  for  Lack  of  ability  to  followe  the  Lawe.  beyng  askid 
whether  she  doth  fansy  hym,  or  wold  have  hym  to  her  husband ;  he  sais 
'  no ' ;  and  thorfor  he  cannot  fansy  her,  nor  neue?-  did  / 

9.    Grace  Boyes  v.  Robert  Talbot. 

(She  9-10  at  marriage  ;  he  about  13.  Depositions  taken,  6  Nov.  1562.) 
One  of  the  three  Deponents,  Thomas  Pope,  of  the  parish  of  Eib- 
chester,  43,  who  had  known  the  parties  from  childhood,  says  i*  that  Grace 
Eoyes,  beynge  somwhat  aboue  ix  yeres  old,  &  vnder  x',  was  maried  about 
iiij"''  yeres  past  to  Eoberte  Talbot,  at  that  tyme  ....  about  xiij  yeres  old,  in 
the  parish  church  of  Blagburne ;  ....  he  neue?*  hard  they  euer  lye  together, 
biecause  the  said  Grace  Boys  was  taken  away  from  her  Grandfathers  house 
by  a  wile,  to  com??ie  lye  at  Master  Talbot  house,  half-brother  to  Eoberte 
Talbot ;  and  when  she  was  there,  without  consent  of  her  frendes,  was 
maried  to  the  said  Roberte  in  the  night  season,  as  he  hath  hard ;  but  he 
sais  she  neue?*  fansied  hym  as  her  husband,  nor  noxxer  had  carnall  dole 
together,  or  vsid  either  other  as  man  &  wief,  by  kissinge,  speakinge,  or 
such  like;  but  the  said  Grace  did  eu^r  dissent,  as  she  dothe  at  this 
present,  by  reason  of  her  sute  of  divorce  com?«eusid  against  hym.  &  this 
depone?it  hath  hard  her  say  xl'  tymes,  that  she  wold  neuer  take  hym  as 
her  husband  / ' 

Richard  Dewhurst,  of  Ribchester,  aged  44,  deposes  that  '  the  cause ' 
of  these  children's  marriage  *was,  that  m^^^ris  Talbot,  wief  to  John) 
Talbot,  esq?ieer,  halfebrother  to  the  said  Robe?'te,  desired  of  graund- 
father  of  the  said  Grace,  where  she  dwellid,  to  haue  her  liom??ie  to  her 
house,  to  make  mery.  and  when  she  had  her  there,  she  maried  her  to 
Roberte  Talbot,  against  the  consent  of  the  will  of  the  said  Grace,  who, 
this  depone?^t  hath  hard  say  many  tymes,  that  she  wold  neuer  take  hym 
to  her  husband.' 

10.  Margery  Vernon  v.  Eandle  More  (sbe  9-10  at 

marriage,  he  7-8). 

2Exa??ii7ic^.cio  testium  in  cawsa  Divorcii  super  allegac^07^e  ex  pa7'te  Islar- 

gerie  Ve^'non  contra  'Rdiu.dulphum  More,  oblat«,  capta  cora??^  ma- 

g/s^ro  Roberto  Leche  &c,  xj°  Februarij  1562*'[-3]. 

^  leaf  88,  back  (Piccope's  No.  40).         ^  je^f  117,  back  (Piccope's  No.  58). 
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Thomas  Pole,  parochze  de  Bartumley,  etat/s  1  an^iorw???,  novit  partes 
ab  infancijs  eamndewi  ....  dicit,  that  M«?'gery  Vernon  and  EantZZe 
^lore  were  mailed  together  in  the  chapell  of  Hasslington  in  the  p«rishe 
of  Bartumley,  somwhat  above  x  yeres  ago,  almost  xj  :  and  this,  he 
kiiowes  to  be  true ;  for  this  deponent  dwellid  with  Robert  Ve?'non 
esquier,  father  vnto  M«?-gery  Ve?*non  at  the  same  tyme ;  the  said  Ma?'gery 
at  that  tyme  beynge  above  ix  yeres  old,  and  vnder  x;  and  tliQ  said 
'Randle  more  above  vij,  and  almost  viij.  beynge  askid  whether  they 
euer  dwellid  together  in  one  house,  he  saies  *  no.*  and  forther  he  saies, 
that  the  said  Ma?*gery  did,  at  merrimentes  in  Christmas ;  and  at  such 
tymes  wold  go  to  Master  Mores  house,  and  there  lye  a  night  or  two  at 
seue?'all  tymes;  but  the  said  Randle  did  neuer  lie  al  night  at  Master 
Vernons  house,  to  this  depone?^tes  knoledge ;  neither  had  thox  any  carnall 
copulawon  Hogetlier,  to  his  knoledge.  beynge  askid  howe  long  it  is  sins 
the  parties  dissentid,  he  answeres,  '  thre  quarters  of  an  yero  sins,  &  not 
afore,  to  this  deponewte^  heringe.'  but  he  saies,  he  cold  neuer  perceyve 
any  Love  nor  affection  betwixe  the  p«?-ties  libellate.  and  forther  he 
saies,  that  the  said  Randle  did  go  and  commo,  to  Mas/er  Yernons  house 
many  tymes,  to  dinner  and  supper,  but  went  home  alwaics  against  niglit. 
beyng  askid  what  is  the  cause  they  pa?'ties  cannot  agre,  and  that  the  said 
Ma?'gery  doth  sue  a  divorce,  he  saies  hit  is  for  som??ie  Impedzme?it  that 
the  said  Randle  liathe  longe  bene  on  hym.  and  forther,  this  depone7?t 
saies  lie  neuer  se  any  token  or  signe  of  Love  betwixe  them,  or  that  the 
one  wold  kisse  the  otlier ;  and  yet  this  depone7it  hath  bene  much  con- 
ve?-saunt  in  the  house  wtth  the  said  Ma7*gery  Vernon  / 

(Richard  Poole,  of  Bartumley,  aged  43,  confirms  Thomas  Pole,  tho' 
lie  knows  less  of  the  i)arties  than  Thomas  does.) 

2 Johawtes  Damparte,  parochte  de  Bartumley,  ai^ils  xxx  dUMioium^  aut 
circiter,  wovit  partes  a  puericiis  eorunde??/.  /  Exa?;iiwat?i5  super  allegac7'o7/e;M 
&c  /  This  depone7it  saies,  lie  was  pre*'ent  by,  when  Iklargery  More  ah'as 
Vernon,  and  RancZZe  More,  were  maried  together  in  the  Chappell  of 
Hasslington  above  x  yeres  ago,  the  said  Ma?*gery  then  beynge  about  ix  or 
X  yeres  old,  and  the  said  Randle  about  ij"  yeres  younger,  beynge  askid 
whether  they  euer  dwellid  together,  ho  saies  'no,'  to  his  knowledge;  for 
the  said  Randle  dwellid  at  the  Hall  of  the  Heath  With  his  father,  and 
the  said  Margery  w/th  her  father,  not  far  asonder.  forther  ho  saies,  he 
did  neuer  knowo  tliat  the  said  Randlo  did  lyo  any  night  at  his  fatlier-in- 
Lawo  his  house ;  &  tho  he  did  resort  nowo  and  then  thither,  ho  did  nouer 

.^—  »  leaf  118.  »  loaf  118,  back. 
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sliewo  any  token  or  signe  of  Love  toward  y*"  said  Margery,  to  Lis  knoledge 
or  sight,  beynge  askid  whether  the  said  ]\I«rgery  did  resort  and  lye  at 
Isiastev  Mores  house  any  night,  he  saies  'no,'  to  his  knoledge.  but  he 
saies,  he  hath  hard  it  reportid  that  she  wold  conwie  thither  nowe  and 
then  at  a  Christmas  tynie  to  make  mery,  and  peradventure  lye  there  a 
night,  &  then  go  home ;  but  she  did  not  lye  \\ii\\  the  said  Eandle,  to  his 
knoledge  /  beynge  askid  whether  euer  they  o.wer  had  carnall  dole  to- 
gether, he  saies  '  no,'  to  his  knoledge ;  and  he  tliinkes  in  his  Conscience 
they  neue?-  had  carnall  act  together,  biecause  the  said  Eandle  is  very 
sickly,  and  hath  som?>^e  gret  Impedimewte  apon  hym,  w^^ch  causetli  this 
depone7it  to  iudge  that,  by  reason  of  the  said  infirmity,  tlie  said  M«?*gery 
can?^ot  fansy  the  said  Eandle.  and  forther  he  saies,  he  neuer  se  them 
kisse,  or  call  ether  ether  '  man  and  wife,'  or  shewe  any  token  of  Love, 

thone  to  thother,  sins  they  came  to  discrec^on 

Eobert  Short,  of  the  parish  of  Bartuniley,  aged  46,  confirms  the  last 
deponent  in  all  particulars.  After  the  children's  marriage,  ^ "  he  saies  that 
they  did  neuer  agre  as  man  and  wief  sins  they  came  to  they[r]  yeres  of 
discrec^n,  biecause  he  i\Q\\er  did  se  any  token  of  Love  betwixe  them,  nor 
did  neue?'  se  hym  [kisse]  her  sins  they  were  maried.  beynge  askid 
whether  the  said  Eandle  vsid  to  come  to  his  father-in-Lawe  his  house,  he 
saies  he  was  wont  to  com?>ie  thither,  but,  to  this  depone?ites  knoledge,  he 
did  neuer  lye  there  al  night,  but  wold  go  home  againe,  biecause  his  owne 
fathers  house  was  not  far  distant  thens.  and  the  said  Margery  w-old  go 
to  M«sfer  Mores  house  at  merime?<tes  in  Christmas,  or  at  gestninges,  as 
he  hard  reportid ;  and  he  hath  sene  her  go  that  way ;  but  he  neue?*  se 
her  [there],  interrogators  de  carnali :  forther  he  saies,  he  tliinkes  in  his 
Conscience  they  neuer  Lye  together,  or  had  carnall  act  betwix  them, 
biecause  [MS.  betwix]  he  is  a  sickly  young  man,  and  hath  as  yet  small 
mynd  of  such  matters,  as  this  depone?ite  thinker,  and  forther  he  saies,  he 
hath  hard  w^zthin  this  twelf  month,  the  said  ma?'gery  say  she  cold  not 
fansy  hym,  and  not  agre.  and  forther  he  saies,  he  neue?"  se  them  shewe 
any  token  of  Love,  or  Lovinge  Countenamice  the  one  to  the  other  .... 
est  tenens  Eoberti  Ve?"non,  pa^ris  ^ariis  nctricis  ....  and  that  it  is 
supposid  they  may  be  divorsed,  biecause  they  were  vnder  age ;  and  he 
hath  had  a  gret  Impedime?zt  betwix  them." 

11.  Peter  Hope  v.  Alice  Ellis  (?  both  of  Hawarden),  (he 
nearly  13  at  marriage,  she  9). 

1  leaf  119. 
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^Exa?»i?irtcio  testiiu?^  super  ma^e?7'a  excepts  et  oblata  ex  p^rte  Petri 
Hope,  contra  l^ihellwn  Alicie  Eilis,  alms  Hope,  capta  cora?M  m«g/6'^ro 
Eoberto  Leclie,  iu  Leffibus  hsiccalaureo  &c  iiij""  ]\Iartii  1563°  / 

2Johfi  ap  John,  parochee  tie  Hawanlen,  etsiUs  circiter  Ix  an?ios,  norit 
Pctriu^i  Hoi)e  a  imericid,  et  Alicia?;?.  Ellis,  alias  Hope,  xvj  annis  et  vltra  / 
....  sales,  he  thuike*-,  by  vertue  of  his  othe,  that  the  said  Peter  neue?* 
gave  his  Consent  to  the  said  m^^'imony  ....  for  he,  the  said  Peter, 
told  this  deponent  &  his  wief,  the  night  afore  he  was  marled,  that  he 
wold  neue?-  call  the  said  Alls  EUia  his  wief ;  the  said  Peter  beinge  at  the 
tyme  of  his  manage,  about  xiij  yeres  old,  and  somwhat  older,  not  xiiij  by 
iij  quarters,  and  forther  he  sales,  tliat  sins  the  tyme  of  his  said  mariage, 
tlie  said  Peter  neuer  gave  his  Consent  to  the  said  Alls,  to  take  her  as  his 
wief,  to  his  knoledge.  reddendo  certitudinem  sue  etatts,  this  depone^zt 
saies,  he  was  nursid  by  this  depone7ites  wief,  who  gave  liym  suck  ;  and  he 
knowes  he  was  no  elder,  bie  the  age  of  his  ownc  children  / 

^Ad  iij  AiHculmn,  Tliis  Deponent  saies,  that  he  neuer  knewe  or  hard 
that  the  said  Peter  Hope  wold  recognise  or  take  Alis  Ellis  to  his  wief ; 
but  euer  wold  dissent,  and  say  he  wold  neuer  take  her  so.  and  as 
for  their  Coha^itac/on,  this  depone^zt  thinke«  the  matrimony  cannot  be 
ratified,  biecause,  at  the  same  tyme  as  this  depone?<t  hard  their  frende*' 
report,  the  said  Alis  was  but  ix  yere  old.  and  they  dwcUid  together  the 
next  iij  yeres  after  that,  in  house  with  the  mother  of  the  said  Peter,  and 
tlie  said  Peter  went  abroade  to  Scliole, — to  what  place  this  deponent 
knowes  not; — but  tliis  depone?it  verely  thinkp.y  the  said  Peter  neuer 
consentid  to  take  her  as  his  wief,  neither  afore  tlicir  mariage,  nor 
sins 

Agnes,  videlicet  John,  parochi'e  de  Ha  warden,  ctaiis  xlviij  anjiovunif 
novit  Petni?;i  Hope,  ab  infancia,  et  \)arfc7n  Alicia;??,  Ellis,  xv  annis  .... 

Ad  ij"*  dYticulwn,  This  deponent  ....  forther  she  saies,  the  said 
Peter  neuer  gave  liis  consent  to  marry  the  said  Alis  Ellis  (in  lier  con- 
science), nor  did  not  promise  the  same,  nor  tlie  banes  (as  is  articulate,)  to 
be  askid,  biecause  the  said  Peter  was,  at  tlie  tyme  of  his  said  marriage,  but 
a  boy,  somwhat  about  xiij  yeres  old,  in  iij  or  iiij"""  wekia,  or  therabout. 
reddeudci  racione;/i  sui  dicti,  this  depone/ft  saies,  she  knowes  well  his  age, 
biecause  slie  was  his  nurse,  after  that  he  was  a  quarter  of  a  yore  old. 

Ad  iij  avtirulnm,  Tliis  depone/it  8ai(;s,  she  knowes  not  certenly  whether 
Peter  Hope  knewe  of  tlie  said  mariage ;  but  she  saies  ho,  cuer  sins  and 

*  leaf  119  (Piccope's  No.  69). 

-  Utod  the  la«t  Dui>oHition  tiiHt,  and  tlie  Hceoud,  tlio  Kursu's,  socomi 

^  luullllK  buck. 
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afore  tlie  said  manage,  did  dissent  to  take  the  said  Alis  to  his  wief.  and 
this  depone/^t  diue?*se  tymes  hatli  niovid  liyni  to  take  her,  and  vse  her  as 
his  wief ;  and  he  wold  euer  answere,  "  she  is  now  of  my  wief ;  and  I  will 
neuer  take  her  so."  and  forther  she  saies,  that  tliey  dwellid  in  house 
together  with  the  mother  of  the  said  Peter  about  ij  or  iij  yeres  next  after 
their  mariage ;  but  this  deponevit  saies  she  thinkes  they  neuer  consentid 
together,  or  had  carnall  dole  together ;  for  the  said  Alis  was  little  past  ix 
yeres  old,  tynie  of  the  said  mariage.  And  forther,  this  deponey^t  saies, 
that  she  had  a  boy  somwhat  younge?*  then  the  said  Peter,  who  did  lye 
with  the  said  Peter  at  the  same  tynie  when  he  and  Alis  Hope,  alw/s  Ellis, 
dwellid  With  Peter  Hopes  mother  /  wAich  boy  told  this  depone/^t,  that  the 
said  Alis  ^  wold  couhuq  and  bringe  the  said  Peter  his  sheetes  to  bed ;  and 
this  depone?itei?  sonne  wold  say  to  hym,  "Peter,  whie  do  not  you  take 
yozir  wief  to  you?"  and  he  wold  answere,  "Peace!  she  is  non  of  my 
wdef "  :  wherby  this  depone^ite  thinker'  ther  was  neue?-  good  will  or  lovinge 
co?isent  shewid  to  the  said  Alis  by  the  said  Peter  / 

Edmund?^^  Watkinson,  parochz'e  de  Dodleston,  etat^'s  lix  an7iorw??z, 
novii  Petru??i  Hope  ab  infancia,  et  Alicia??i  Hope  avticidatavi,  xv  an- 
Qiis  I 

Ad  ij  avticuhwi,  quoad  pr/ma??z  ipartem  eiusdem,  nescit  depone?-e ;  but 
he  sais,  that  he  well  knowes  Peter  Hope  was  neuer  the  causer  that  he  was 
maried  to  Alis  Ellis,  nor  neuer  gave  his  Consent  therto.  but  he  saies  the 
maiTiage  w\as  consentid  of  betwix  the  mother  of  the  said  Peter,  and  the 
father  of  the  said  Alis ;  but  what  was  the  cause,  this  depone7^t  knowes 
not.  and  the  said  Peter  was,  at  the  tyme  of  the  said  marriage,  somwhat 
above  xiij  yeres  old,  &  vnder  xiiij. 

Ad  iij  uTticnlum,  this  depone?it  saies,  that  he  knowes  not  whether 
Guer  the  said  Peter  did  remember  the  said  mariage  :  but  he  saies,  he 
thinker'  verylie,  that  the  said  Peter  did  newer  consent  to  take  the  said 
Alis  as  his  wief.  reddendo  Tucionem  sui  dicti,  he  saies,  the  said  Peter 
told  this  deponent  and  John)  ap  John)  his  foster-father,  the  night  afore  he 
was  maried,  that  he  wold  neue?"  take  the  said  Alis  as  his  wief.  but  he 
said,  biecause  it  was  his  mothers  mynde,  he  durst  not  displease  her.  and 
forther,  this  deponent  saies,  he  neue?'  hard  tell  that  the  said  Peter  did 
consent  to  the  said  mafrimonye ;  but  he  saies,  they  dwellid  together  about 
iij  yeres  next  after  their  mariage,  with  the  mother  of  the  said  Peter, 
beynge  both  but  children ;  for  the  said  Alis  was  little  past  ix  yeres  old 
when  the  said  Peter  &  she  were  maried. ^   and  after  the  said  mariage,  this 

1  leaf  120.  -  MS.  marided. 


I.  Child-Mama ffes.   §  1.  Divorces.   11.  Peter  Ho'pc  v.  Alice  Ellis.    21 

cleponeTit  came  to  Peter  Hopes  mothers  house,  where  she  dwellid  together, 
many  tymes,  yet  he  did  neu^^?-  se  or  perceyve  that  the  said  Peter  here  any 
Love  or  affection  to  his  said  wief ;  wherhy  he  thinkes  ther  was  neuer 
carnall  dole  betwixe  them  / 

^Exawii/iacio  Testiuwi  in  ca?/5rt  M«?^rimo??2^di  ex  pa?-te  Petri  Hope 
conii'a  p?-esentem  (T)  Lihellwu  ex  parte  Alicie  Mathue,  akVjs 
Ellis,  ohlatw?;i,  capta  et  medijs  C?)  eoriim  Juramentis,  coram  Jo- 
ha.7ine  Cheta?w,  no^ario  -puhlico  examiuixtonimf  xvij*^  Die  mctrtii 
1562«  / 

AVilleZmus  Sefton,  p«rochie  srmc^i  Martini,  civitatus  Cestr^'e,  ibidem 
mov?L7is  trax/'t  xvj  an?iis,  etatz's  Ixvj  Rwiovum,  nonit  Petrii??i  Hope  xx' 
An?ns  et  vltra,  et  Alicia??^  Hope,  ak'as  Ellis,  [bhmic  in  3IS.]. 

Ad  p?*ema??i  excepczonewi  /  this  Depone^^t  sales,  about  xvj*'^"^  yeres 
ago,  as  he  remembres,  he  was  se7-u«?/nt  weth  Master  'RicJiard  Hope, 
com??iynge  &  goynge ;  at  what  tyme  Peter  Hope  was  about  xiiij  yeres  of 
age,  &  then  was  marled,  by  the  Counsell  of  Christian  Hope,  his  mother, 
vnto  Alice  Iklathue,  alms  [Ellis  sfrucJc  07d]  Hope,  then  beynge  about 
thage  of  xij  yeres,  in  the  parishe  church  of  Saint  Maries  in  Chester;  but 
what  tyme  of  the  yere,  this  Deponewt  can?iot  well  remember. 

Ad  ij*^  excepcionezw,  this  depone7^t  sales,  that  after  this  Matrimony  had 
and  solempnizate,  he  hard  the  mother  of  Peter  Hope,  callid  Chi'istmn 
Hope,  say  to  Peter  Hope,  that  yf  he  and  Alice  Ellis,  ah«3  Mathue,  cold 
not  agree  when  they  com7»c  to  LawfuU  nge,  that  the  said  Peter  shuld  be 
at  Libe?*tye,  and  the  M«fiimony  shukl  be  void ;  and  that  his  mother  did 
cause  Alice  Ellis  to  reache  the  said  Peter  drink,  which  he  refusid  to  take 
at  her  handed 

liichardus  Burgenye  .  .  .  aaies,  that  Peter  Hope,  as  he  hard  say, 
([P.  B.]  beynge  then  seni«?<nt  with,  the  mother  of  the  said  Peter  Hope), 
was  maried  to  Alice  Ellis  at  Saint  Maries  in  Chester,  hie  the  p<?rswasion 
of  Mathue  Ellis,  father  vnto  Alice  Ellis,  and  Chrisf'mn  Hope,  mother  to 
the  said  Peter,  about  xvj  yeres  ago,  the  said  Peter  then  beynge  about 
xij  yeres  of  ago,  and  the  said  Alice  beynge  then  about  x  yeres  of  age,  or 
vnder,  as  this  deponey^t  thinker' ;  but  what  tyme  of  the  yere,  this  deponent 
canwot  well  remember 

2  Ad  iij  excepctone??i,  tliis  depone^it  saies,  that  ho,  beyng  at  that  tymo 

8erua?mt  at  Midvis  Christmn  Hopes,  did  neuer  hero  the  said  Peter  call 

the  said  Alice  his  wief ;  nor  did  lye  together,  to  this  D(i\)o\\('nte«  kno- 

Icdgc ;  nor  made  eigne  of  Love  betwixe  them  ;  nor  did  voluntarylie  dwell 
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together  as  man  and  wief ,  to  this  Depone^ite^'  knoledge ;  altliough  they 
were  in  one  house  together,  bie  the  space  of  almost  iij  yeres,  or  thereabout, 
after  the  said  matrimony 

12.     Elizabeth  Dampart  (born  Page)  v.  Thos.  Dampart. 
(Boy  under  10  at  marriage.     Wife  leaves  Husband.) 

^  Ee^v/^owsiones  pe?*so?iales  Thome  Dampa/'t  super  cevt/s  arficwlis  sive  Inter- 
rogatoriis  sibi  ex  officz'o  mero  obiect/*',  capte  cora??^  \Q7ierahi\i  viro, 
'Magistvo  liobeyto  Leclie,  in  'Letjlhus  baccallawrec,  Vicarzo,  &c,  xviij" 
M«rtii  1562[-3]. 

Ad  p?*nnu??i  Axticulvim  sive  Interror/c/iformm,  this  respondent  saies, 
that  this  is  the  first  othe  that  eue?'  he  made  before  a  iudge ;  neuertheles, 
he  wold  be  lothe  to  break e  it ;  and  saies  he  standee'  in  state  of  dampnacion 
yf  he  breake  his  othe ;  and  that  he  is  above  xx,  and  viider  xxi  yeres  old. 

Ad  ij*^,  he  saies,  he  was  maried,  beyng  vnder  x  yeres  old,  to  Elizabetli 
Page. 

Ad  iij,  This  resplendent  saies,  that  he  hath  laine  wz'th  his  wief,  and 
ratified  the  niariage. 

Ad  iiij,  This  resjwndent  saies,  that  he  did  Cohabit  with,  his  wnef  about 
viij  yeres.  and  he  saies  forther,  he  neuer  put  her  away,  nor  gaue  her 
cause  to  goe  away,  but  would  fayne  haue  had  her  to  haue  taryed  in  howse 
with  him,  this  resplendent.  And  farther,  this  res^wndent  thinketh  that 
her  father  was  the  cause  that  she  went  away ;  and  sayth  moreouer,  tliat 
where  she  is,  it  is  vnto  this  res2Jondent  not  knowne ;  and  this  respondent 
would  gladdly  come  to  the  knowledge  thereof. 

Ad  V*,  negat  that  he  vsid  her  otherwise  than  a  man  ought  to  do  his 
wief ;  and  he  saies  she  can  prove  non  otherwise ;  and  sais  he  neue?'  had 
any  knef  [knife]  in  bed  to  do  her  hurt  wzth-all;  and  that  she  doth  mis- 
report  hym;  and  yf  ther  w^as  any  such  thinges,  it  was  rather  of  her 
doynge  then  of  his ;  and  that  he  doth  take  it  apon  his  othe. 

Ad  vj*,  he  saies  he  neue?*  vsid  the  Company  of  any  woman  besides  his 
wief  suspiciously,  neither  in  the  parishe  of  Werington,  nor  wz'thout. 

13.    Thomas  Fletchar  v.  Anne  Whitfield  (he  between  10 
and  11  at  marriage,  she  about  9). 

(He  bargaiiid  away,  to  pay  liis  father's  debts. ) 
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^Exay/ii«acio  testiu??i  in  causa  divorcii,  super  allegac/o?ie  ex  parte  T\\ome 
Fletchar  cowfra  Aiina^M  Whitfield,  capta  corawi  m«gis^ro  Roberto 
Leclie,  xxvj"  Maii  Anno  predic^o  (1563). 

Robertus  Mn'cer,  paroclu'e  de  Walton,'^  etatzV  Ivj  aii7ior?/??i,  novit 
pa?'te?yi  agenfe^M  a  iiatirifate,  et  p«rte??i  ream  vj  an7^os,  &c. 

Ad  contenta  in  allegac^o?^e,  dicit,  that  he  knoweth  "well  the  p«r/ies 
Libellate — Thomas  Fletchar,  the  sonne  of  John)  Fletchar,  and  Anne 
^Yhitfield,  the  doiighter  of  William  Whitfield  ; — and  saies  they  were 
marled  together  in  the  parish  church  of  Childwall,^  betwene  Candlemas 
and  Lent,  about  ix  yeres  nowe  past,  the  said  Thomas,  at  tyme  of  the 
said  mariage,  was  about  x  yeres  &  vnder  xj ;  &  tliage  of  the  said  Anne, 
he  knowes  not  certenly,  but,  to  his  Judgmejit,  she  was  about  ix  yeres  old 
at  the  same  tyme  /  beynge  askid  howe  it  Chauncid  they  were  maried  so 
younge,  this  deponent  sais,  that  John)  Fletchar,  father  of  the  said  Thomas, 
was  ill  debt;  and,  to  get  somme  money  of  William  Whitfield,  to  the 
discharge  of  his  debtee,  maried  and  bargained  his  sonne  to  the  said 
Whitfeildes  doughter.  Interrogat/^ij  de  Co/^a/^itacione,  this  depone;it  saies, 
that  the  said  Thoiuas  dwellid  \vith  his  father  duringe  his  lief, — in  y,yhicli 
house  he  still  dwelleth ; — and  the  said  Anne  dwellid  in  Child  wall  with 
her  mother  &  father  duringe  their  lief;  and  after,  dwelled  with  mastev 
Fazakerley ;  and  nowe,  with  a  suster  of  her  owne ;  so  that  the  said 
Thomas  and  Anne  were  neuer  co/^aMtant  together,  to  his  knoledge.  but 
when  the  said  Anne  was  younge?*,  she  came,  a  gestwise,  to  make  mery 
With  the  mother  of  the  said  Thomas ;  where  she  taried  not  past  a  day  or  a 
night.  InterrogatwA'  de  caniali  copula,  this  depone7it  saies,  that  he  neue?' 
I)e7'ceyvid,  or  knewe,  or  hard  of,  any  Love  betwixo  them;  wherbie  he 
thinker  ther  was  neuer  any  carnall  dole  betwixe  them, — bie  vertue  of  his 
othe, — nor  any  ratifienge  bie  other  Consent ;  but  he  hard  say,  they  wold 
neuer  agree  together,  but  euei'  did  dissent,  sins  the  tyme  they  came  to 
perfitt  age  of  consent,  and  before  /  reddendo  raczone?^  scien^i'e  sue,  he 
saies,  he  knowis  the  p?'emisses  to  be  true,  biecause  he  is  a  nebo^tr. 

*  Johannes  Wolfall,  parocbie  de  Walton,  etatiV  xxx°  an7iorw;«,  novit 
parte?M  SLCijiceni,  et  parte?;*  rea??*,  ab  infanciis  eaninde???.  Exa7//i?mt/(.v,  &c  / 
This  depone?it  saies,  bie  voice  of  the  Cuntry  he  knowes  Thomas  Fletclmr 
.iiiil  Anue  Witfield  were  maried  together  (but  lie  was  not  p7'ee<ent  at  tlioir 
said  mariage,)  about  Candlemas,  ix  or  x  yeres  ago,  in  the  chun-h  of 
Childwell ;  the  said  Thomas  beynge,  at  tyme  of  the  said  mariage,  about 

*  leaf  130,  back  (Piccopo's  No.  68). 
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ix  or  X  yeres  old,  and  the  said  Anne  was  somwhat  younger,  to  tliis 
depone?ite6"  Judgnie?it.  and  after  the  said  mariagc,  tlie  said  Thoni^^s 
dwellid  with  his  father,  &  went  to  schole ;  and  the  said  Anne  dwellid 
w/th  her  father  duringe  his  lief;  and  sins  then,  she  dwellid  wz'th  her 
suster,  so  that  they  ncuer  dwellid  together,  except  the  one  came  ouer,  a 
gestwise,  to  the  other,  when  she  was  not  past  xij  yeres  old,  to  this  depon- 
enies  knoledge;  wherby,  this  deponewt  verylie  thinkes  that  they  neuer 
had  carnall  dole  together ;  for  he  neuer  pe?'coy vid,  or  hard  of,  that  the 
one  fansied  the  other,  beynge  askid  whie  they  maried  so  younge,  he 
saies,  biecause  the  father  of  Thomas  Flctchar  was  in  debt,  he  maried  his 
Sonne  to  \^\llia\\\  Whitfieldes  doughter  for  a  peice  of  mony,  for  discharge 
of  his  said  debtee"  wz'th  the  said  mariage  goodes.  and  further  he  saies,  he 
neuer  hard  that  the  one  sent  the  other  any  Tokens  sins  the[y]  came  to 
Consent ;  but  the  neibowres  were  sory  that  they  were  maried  soe  younge, 
biecause  the  said  Tliomas  wuld  not  agree  to  take  the  said  Anne  as 
his  wief  / 

'RoheriiLS  Fletchar,  pcwochie  de  Walton,  etatz**  xl  anyzorww,  novii 
pa?'te??i  actricem  a  puericia,  et  pa?'te??z  rescm  iiij"'"  awnis  /  ^xammattcs  super 
allegacio?ze  &c.  This  deponewt  saies,  that  he,  beynge  a  neibowr,  hard  say, 
and  knewe  bie  the  vooice  of  the  Cuntry,  that  Thovias  Fletchar  and  Anne 
Whitfeild  were  maried  together  in  Childwall  church,  about  ix  or  x 
yeres  ago,  as  he  hard  say,  about  Candlemas,  to  his  knoledge ;  the  said 
Thomas  beynge  at  that  tyme  about  x  yeres  old  :  and  thage  of  the  said 
Anne,  he  knowes  not;  but  he  thinkes  she  was  not  so  old  as  the  said 
Thom«s.  and  after  the  said  mariage,  the  said  Thomas  dwellid  with  his 
father  still ;  and  the  said  Anne,  with  her  father,  as  this  depone?it  well 
remembres.  but  he  is  assured  that  they  neuer  dwellid  together ;  but  on 
gestwise,  perchaunce,  Thomas  wold  go  to  play  at  Anne  Witfield  father 
for  a  day  or  two,  when  he  was  not  past  xj  yeres  old ;  but  sins  he  came  to 
■yeres  of  Consent,  he  neuer  wold  take  the  said  Anne  as  his  wief,  but  euer 
.  did  dissent,  as  this  depone?it  hath  hard  seruaimies,  that  dwellid  with 
Anne  Whitfeildes  father,  report.  Wherbie  this  depone?it  thinke.9  verylie, 
ther  was  neuer  carnall  dole  betwixe  them :  and  besides  that,  this 
^deponent  hath  hard  the  said  Thomas  say,  that  at  xiiij*''"^  yeres  old,  it 
was  lawfull  for  hym  to  Choose  hym  a  wief;  and  that  he  thought  he  might 
refuse  the  said  Anne,  biecause  he  was  maried  vnder  age.  as  for  any 
tokens  betwixe  them,  he  neuer  hard  of  [any],  et  de  causa  Ma/rimonii, 
consentit  cum  ceter^'d*  / 
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14.    Jane  Sommer  v.  Roger  Massy. 

(He  says  lie  was  "  borne  in  a  mans  arnies  "  at  the  Marriage  ;  according  to  her, 
he  was  7.     Her  age  is  not  stated.) 

1  Rc^jonszones   personales   Rogeri   Massy,    capte   super   allcgacione    sive 

suiiuMa»ia  peticione  in  causa  Divorcii  ex  pr<rte  Jane  Somme?*,  con^nt 

ip6*wm  oblaW?/i,  xxj**  Octobr/s  1563°. 

Ad  Contenta  aX\Qga,ciouis  sive  sumwiarie  peticioms  oblate  ex  pa?-te 

partis  actricu'  /  respondet  virtute  Jura?>?e//t^  sui  prestiti,  that  he  was  in 

tlie  porish  Clmrch  of  Deasbury  [Daresbury,  by  Warington,]  a  good  while 

sins,  longe  before  lie  came  to  any  Jiidgme?it  or  discreczon ;  and  whether 

he  was  then  niaried  to  Jane  Sommer  or  no,  "he  knowes  not,  for  he  was 

borne  in  a  mans  amies,     beynge  askid  howe  Longe  he  did  cohabit  [dwell] 

together,  he  saies,  not  this  iij  yeres ;  and  howe  longe  Afore,  he  saies  he 

cannot  tell,  bi<*cause  he  is  yet  little  past  xiiij  yeres  old.     beynge  askid 

whether  he  did  ener  lye  with  her,  or  consentid  to  the  mariage,  he  saies 

*  no  * ;  for  she  refusid  this  deponerit  above  a  yere  and  half  ago,  which,  was 

afore  he  came  to  his  age  [of  discretion,  14].     and  sins  that  tyme  he  neiie?- 

Lovid  her,  nor  yet  knowes  not  what  Love  meanes  :  vt  patet  per  aspectU77i 

tins  corporis  / 

Ees/?onsio7ie8  persoTi^des  dtc^e  Jane,  capte  eodem  die. 

Ad  contents  allegactcww,  she  saies,  it  is  about  vj  yeres  ago  sins  they 

were  maried.     quoad  carnale?^  copulaao7«e;»,  she   saies,  ^he  neuer  had 

carnall  dole  together,  neither  did  they  cue?*  take  either  other  as  man  and 

wief,  nor  did  euer  lye  together  / 

15.     John  Somerford  v.  Jane  Somerford  (born  Brerton)  : 

boy  3  at  marriage,  girl  2  ;   carried  in  friends'  arms, 

who  spoke  the  words  of  IMarriage  for  them. 

3Kxa/>ii?iacio  testiu??t  in  Causa  Divorcii  super  Allegaceo7jo  sivo  sum7«aria 

petic/owe    oblata    ex   p«7*te  Joha7irtia   Somerford,   gene7*osi,    contra 

.Iana»i    Somerford  aliV^s  Brerton,  Capta  cora7?i  [M]agtWro  Kobe7'to 

Leche,  in  hcfjihus  haccalaureo,  <fec,  xv°  die  Ap7'tlis,  1564  / 

Joha«7ie8  Some;-forth  of*  Asbury,  ^enevostiSy  etatw  xxviij  an7ion/???, 

novii  partes  ab  infanciis.     Exa?ni7/.att^^  Kui^er  allegacto/io  sivo  summaria 

petictoTie  ex  parte  Joh«?i7ii8  Somerfortli  oblata,  dicit,  that  he  was  irreseut 

Ijie,  when  Jolln  Somez-forth  and  Jane  Brerton  were  niaried  together  in 

the  p<t/'iflh  Church  of  Brerton  about  xij  yores  ago.     Reddendo  iticioiiem 

»  loaf  146  (Piccopo's  No.  82).  »  t  tlioy 
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scleittie  sue  hnjiismodl,  ho  saies  that  lie  carried  the  said  Joliii  in  his 
amies,  beinge  at  tyiue  of  the  said  Mariage  about  iij  yeres  of  age,  and 
spake  som?«e  of  the  worde«  of  M«h'imonye,  that  the  said  John,  bie  reason 
of  his  yoiinge  age,  cold  not  speake  liym  self,  holdinge  him  in  his  amies  all 
the  Avhile  the  worde*'  of  M^^iinionie  were  in  speakiiigc  /  And  one  James 
Holford  caried  the  said  Jane  in  his  amies,  beinge  at  the  said  tyme  about 
ij**  yeres  of  age,  and  S[)ake  all,  or  the  most  p<:(rte  of,  the  wordes  of  matri- 
mony for  her ;  and  so  held  her  still  in  his  amies.  Interrogat?^^  de  etat« 
-partium  te;»po/'e  exa//<^i7i';(cioiiis  sue ;  he  saies  that  the  said  John)  is  above 
XV,  and  vnder  xvj'  yeres  of  age;  and  the  said  Jane  is  about  one  yere 
younger  then  the  said  Johfi.  And  further,  beinge  required  -whether  the 
said  marriage  was  euer  ratified  bie  carnall  Copulac^'on  or  other  meane, 
Answereth  that,  in  his  Conscience,  it  was  neue?-.  Reddendo  raczone;?^,  he 
saies,  that  tliis  depone?^^,  beinge  vncle  to  the  said  John),  did,  in  his  behalf, 
sale  to  the  frendcv  of  the  said  Jane  to  have  ^liad  the  ^lariage  ratified 
betwixe  them,  and  procured  the  Counselled'  lef^res  theranende^' :  notw/th- 
standinge,  ratificaczon  cold  neue?-  be  had;  whereapon  the  said  John 
Somerforth  doth  sue  the  diverse,  because  of  her  vnkindnes,  and  other 
weigh  tie  Causes 

Johannes  Holford,  generosws,  parochie  de  Davenham,  etatw  t  anwo- 
lum,  novit  partes  ab  infanciis.  'Exuminsittis  super  Allegacione  &c..  This 
Depone?it  saies,  that  '  he  was  present  in  the  p«?*ish  churche  of  Brerton 
when  John  Somerforth  was  Maried  vnto  Jane  Brerton,  beinge  then  both 
Infantes,  the  said  John)  was  holden  in  th[e]  amies  of  one  then  p/'esent, 
and  this  depone^ites  brother  held  the  said  Jane  in  his  Amies,  scarse  able  to 
speake.'  And  this  depone;«^t  tliinkes  the  said  Jane  was  spoken  for.  and 
further  he  saies,  'it  w^as  the  youngest  Mariage  that  euer  he  was  at.' 
^xammatus  de  ratificacione  Mai^rimoiiii  inter  partes  facta;  he  saies  he 
cannot  depose ;  but  he  saies  he  iieuer  hard  that  they  did,  or  were  euer  like 
to.  Consent;  and  he  think es  the  parties  are  yet  scarsly  at  the  yeres  of 
Consent. 

'Exaimnacio  Janae  Smith,  Mater  [so]  part/s  ree.  Exa??d7iata  super 
Allegacione  &c..  This  Depone^it  saies,  that  John)  Somerforth  and  Jane 
Brerton  were  maried  together  in  Brerton  Church  xij  yeres  ago,  beinge 
both  infantes ;  the  said  John)  beinge  at  that  tyme  vnder  iiij**""  yeres  old, 
and  the  said  '^  Jane  was  vnder  iij  yeres  of  age.  Interrogata  de  Consensu 
partiu7;i,  she  saies  that  they  neuer  have  consentid  together,  nor  did  neuer 
lie  together  sins  the  tyme  of  consent.     Interrogata  de  ratificacio?ie,  this 

1  leaf  157.  ^  leaf  157,  back. 


\.  Child-Marriages.  ^  1.  Divorces.  15.  Jn.  Somerford  v.  Someoford.  27 

depone^it  saies,  that  the  said  Jane  hath  declarid  that  she  wold  neuer  have 
the  said  John) ;  and  the  said  John)  is  of  the  same  mynd  also. 

'^Ex.iwwiftcio   testiii?M    ex   p«rte   Joh«?i7ds    Some?-ford    generos/,   et 
con^z-a  Alicia??i  Brerton,  in  causa  Divorcii  predicti,  capt«  corawt 
[M]agi>-/ro  Joha?iiie    Chetani,  notario    imbb'co,  per  mandat«?>i 
Tdverendi  pa^ris  Domini  ViiWehni,  Ep^'sco^^i  Cestren6*/s,  xv''  die 
Apy/lis  1564. 
Joli<:^;i?ies  Parkinson,  parochze   de   Asburj'",  ihidem.   oriundws,  etatls 
circiter  Ix  an;ios,  testis  in  ca?^*'«  iwedtda  product?<s,  Jiiratwy,  et  exa7«iwa- 
t/^6' :  li\tevro(j(it(ts  p/v'mo  de  noticia  p«rtiu??i,  dicit,  q7wd  nor/t  Johawiem 
Somerford,  generosuni  de  x^atiultate  sua ;  et  novit  Jana?^  Brerton  alz'as 
Somerford,  Yxorem  Joharmis  Somerford,  ex  quo  fuerant  invice??4  maritati 
in  eccle.via  p(e?"ocli/«li  de  Brerton,  xij  an«is  elaps/**,  et  vltra.     Interrogated' 
de  etate  d2c^i  Johaniiis  Somerford,  temiwre  solenipnizaczo?iis  matrimonii, 
dicit,  in  virtute  Juray/?e7iti  sui   prestiti,  that  *  Mr  John)  Somerford  was 
about  iij  yeres  and  a  half,  at  the  tyme  of  the  said  Mahimony.'     Inter- 
Togafus  de  catisa  scieufia  sua,  this  depone/it  saies,  that  *  his  wief  Eliza^e/7< 
Parkinson  was  nurse  to  the  said  John)  Some/'ford  the  first  yere  that  he 
was  borne.     And  then,  after  that,  the  said  John  Some?'ford  was  sent 
for,  home  to  his  owne  fathers    house';    &  then,  after   that,  within  ij 
yeres  and  a  half.  Sir  Wi///am  Brerton  and  \Vi///am  Some?"ford,  father 
vnto  John)   Somerford,  made  mariagc  together  betwixe  the  said  John) 
Somerford,  and  Jane  Brerton,  doughter  of   the  said  Wi///ani  Brerton. 
And  howe  the  said  John)  and  Jane  did  agree,  after  they  came  to  Law- 
full  age,  this  depone/it  ^cannot  tell,     and  this  depone/i^  saies,  that  John) 
Somerford  is  no  we  about  thage  of  xv  yeres  and  vpward,  as  this  deponertt 
vereHe  knowes.     et  de  etate  alteriei*  part//^,  nescit  deponere.     AltYer  nescit 

deponere  . 

Elizabetha  Pa^-kinson,  paroch/e  de  Asbury,  ibiVZem  mora??^  traxt't  xxx 
an7iis  et  vltra,  et&iis  circite?*  Ix  an?i08,  novit  Joha?»tem  Somerford  a  imtiui- 
/ate8ua,et  Janawi  Brerton  a  ^Ia^rimo7«'o  inter  iUctiim  Johannem  Somerford 
et  dictam  Jana??*  Brerton,  xiij  an?ns  elaps/^.  Interrogata  de  etate  partiu7» 
te7upo?*e  ma/rimonii,  dicit,  quod  Joha7i7ie8  Somerford  fuit  etatw  iij  annorum 
et  vltra,  eode/?i  te/«pore ;  et  etsitem  Dido  Jane  codem  tew?pore,  nescit.  I)e- 
j)one7i/e  Interrogata  de  cAusa  sciencie,  this  depone7it  saies,  tliat  sone  after 
tiie  said  John)  Somerford  was  borne,  lie  was  send  to  tins  deiK)nent  to 
nurse;  w//ich  this  dcpone;it  did  norishc  a  Twolf  moneth  ;  and  after  that, 
the  said  JohiD  was  send  for,  liom7«o  to  his  Parente/*,  and  tliere  continued 

»  leaf  165  (Piccopc'j*  No.  92).  »  leaf  165,  back. 
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two  yeres  and  a  lialf.  And  then  S/r  William  Ererton  and  'William 
Soraerford,  father  vnto  the  said  John  Somr/'ford,  did  agree  of  Mariage 
"betwixe  the  said  John)  Somerford  and  Jane  Brerton ;  vfldoXi  were  tlien 
maried  together,  and  dwellid  together  at  Br6rton,  after  tlie  Mariage  be- 
twixe them,  tlio  space  of  x  yeres.  sed  de  Consensu,  assensu,  Carnali 
Copula,  et  aliis  post  pubertateni,  Dicit  (\uod  nescit  Deponere.  et  vlterius 
dicit,  qiiod  ^oXiann^s  Sonie^-ford  6sf,  in  p?'esenti,  circiter  xv'  sue  etat/y 
annu??^  constitut?<s 

16.  Jenet  Parker  v.  Laurence  Parker. 

(She  5  at  marriage  ;  he  9-10.) 

^1  June  1564,  Henry  Parker  the  elder,  of  Holt  House  in  the  parish  of 
Colne,  about  52  years  old,  &  father  of  the  child-husband,  deposes  that  the 
children  were  married  about  12  years  before,  in  the  Church  or  Chapel  of 
Colne,  outside  the  diocese  of  Chester,  his  boy  Laurence  being  between  9  & 
10  years  old,  &  Jenet  {Lat.  Joana)  5,  or  more.  "  And  he  sales,  that  after 
the  Ma^ri?wonie  had  betwixe  the  said  parties,  the  said  Laurence  and  Jenet 
dwellid  with  Alexander  Pa?'ker,  father  vnto  the  said  Jenet,  about  iiij*"" 
yeres,  or  there-about.  And  after  that,  the  said  Al^yLander  Prt?*ker,  father 
vnto  the  said  Jenet,  cold  not  agre ;  and  so  the  said  'Lawrence  went  from 
hym,  &  dwellid  in  sundrie  places,  the  space  of  iiij*""  yeres,  and  came  not  at 
his  wief  after,  to  his  knoledge." 

2 On  15  June  1564,  James  Shackilton  of  Colne,  aged  46,  who  was 
present  at  the  children's  marriage,  confirms  the  facts  of  it  Sz  their  ages  &c, 
and  the  boy's  running  "  his  way  from  the  said  [Alex  Parker's]  house  .  .  . 
biecause  he  cold  not  agree  with  his  father-in-Lawe."  Shackilton  also 
"  sales  he  neuer  hard  that  euer  they  consentid  sins  they  came  to  yeres  of 
discrecz'on ;  and  he  verilie  thinkers*  in  his  Conscience,  the  said  Jenet  and 
Laurence  had  neuer  carnali  act  together." 

Henry  Mitton  of  Colne,  aged  38,  who  "  was  in  the  towne  of  Colne  the 
same  dale  that  Jenet  Parker  and  Laurence  Parker  were  maried  together 
in  Colne  Church,"  confirms  all  the  foregoing  statements,  &  that  the  boy  & 
his  father-in-law  "  disagreed,  in  so  much  that  the  said  Laurence  went 
away  from  AlQuander  Pa?'kers  house,  the  said  Jenet  beinge  not  xj  yeres 
old.  and  they  dwellid  neu^r  after  that,  together,  to  this  AQ^owenies 
knoledge  .  .  .  [&]  he  hath  hard  it  reportid  bie  the  Keibowres  there  about, 
that  the  said  Jenet,  both  before  she  was  xij  yeres  old,  and  after,  that 
alwaies  she  neue?*  wold  Consent  to  take  the  said  Laurence  as  her  hus- 
band ;  wherbie  he  thinkes  in  his  Conscience  they  neuer  had  carnali  act 
togetlier."  i  leaf  171.  Meaf  176,- back. 
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17.  Margaret  Hawke  or  Wliittacres  v.  Heory  Wliittacres 
(girl  11,  boy  10,  at  marriage). 

^Ex{i?«mrtcio  testiu??i  su]-)€>'  allegacionem  ex  pa?'te  Ma?'garete  Hawke,  ah'as 
Whittacars,  contra  Heniicu?^i  Whittacars,  in  cn,2isa  divorcii,  capta 
die  et  amio  iwedictis  [30  June  1564]. 
Edmiind?^^"  Starkie,  parocli/e  de  Whalley,  etatt^  xxvj  an7iorii?M,  novit 
l>artQ7n  nciricem  et  p«?*tem  rea?>i  xiiij  anms.  Exa??ii7iatz^s  super  allega- 
cioiiAi,  &c.  This  depone//t  saies,  tliat  lie  was  \)reseni  in  the  chappell  of 
Cliurch  p  New  Church  in  Pendle,  or  Church  Kirk]  when  the  said 
Margaret  and  Henry  were  Maried  together  -bie  the  Curate  there,  tlien 
beinge  about  x'  of  Clock  afore  none ;  the  said  Mr^rgaret  beinge  at  that 
tynie  about  xj  yeres  old,  and  vnder  xij,  as  this  deponent  certenly  knowes  / 
and  the  said  Henry,  one  yere  and  a  half  younger.  InterrogatT^s  de  Coh«- 
^itactoTie,  consensu,  et  carnali  copula ;  he  saies,  they  dwellid  neuer  much 
together;  for,  for  the  most  part,  till  wtthin  this  ij*"  yeres,  for  the  said 
Henry  was  at  scliole  in  diue?'se  places  ;  and  she  was  at  her  fathers,  and, 
to  his  knoledge,  they  neue?-  consentid  together,  nor  the  one  neuer  lovid 
thother;  but  always  they  mislyked  one  the  other,  and  for  carnell  dole, 
he  saies,  he  tliinkes  ther  was  neue?*  non  betwixe  them,  to  his  knoledge, 
that  eue?-  he  cold  euer  here  tell  of,  or  pe?'ceyve.  Presentib?^s  te?»po>-e 
.«olemnizac207a8  \)rei\idi  mahimonii,  NicoZrtO  Ashton,  gene?*oso,  Tho???a 
Catly,  isto  deponent/,  et  multe's  alijs 

Thomrts  Iiily,  p«roclu'e  de  Castill  in  Clidroe,^  etatts  xxx  an72oru???, 

norifc  p«?-tes  ab  iiifancijs saies  that,  for  the  space  of  this  vij 

yeres  last  past,  this  deponewt  hath  bene  tablid  in  house  with  the  father 
of  the  said  M«?-garet,  where  she  still  dwellid ;  Sc  the  said  Henry  nowo 
and  then  resortid  thither ;  and  yet  he  neuer  percey vid  any  Love  botwixe 
them,  but  rather,  mislykyng,  as  he  hath  heard  them  forty  tymes  say  that 
they  would  neuer  contynue  together  as  husband  ^  wyfe  ;  *and  he  thiuke.*?, 
if  euer  ther  was  any  cohabitacion,  it  was  bie  Compulsion  of  frende,s,  and 
not  for  any  love 

ChrzWopherus  Dicconson,  parochze  do  Clidroe,  etat/s  xxxj  any^or?/???, 
non't  partes  a  puericijs  .  .  .  saies  .  .  .  for  any  thinge  that  euer  ho  cold 
here,  beinge  a  neiboz<r  hard  bie,  the  said  Margaret  and  Henry  neuer 

»  leaf  181,  back  (Piccopc's  No.  90).  '  leaf  182. 

'  Clitheroe,  now  a  inuni(!ii)al  borough,  township,  and  market-town,  in  Whalley 
pnrUli,  N.E.  Lancaflhire,  on  the  river  Kibble,  and  at  the  foot  of  Pendle  Hill,  lOJ^ 
miles  N.E.  of  Blackburn,  35  miles  N.  of  Manrhcsttr,  and  220  miles  N. W.  of  London 
]>y  rail.  Clitheroe  was  a  borough  by  juescription  us  early  ns  the  11th  century. — 
Bartholomew.  *  leaf  182,  bai-k. 
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agreed  together,  especiallie  sins  they  came  to  yeres  of  consent ;  nor  thone 
cold  not  fansy  thother,  but  euer  did  dissent ;  wherbie  he  thinkes  in  his 
conscience  ther  was  neue>*  carnall  act  together ;  and  they  neuer  dwellid 
together  but  by  stertes,  in  the  house  of  the  father  of  the  said  Margaret ; 
for  the  said  Henry  went  to  schole,  somtymes  being  tabled  at  Donhanii 
and  sonityme  at  Padiam.-  And,  as  he  verelie  thinkes,  they  neuer  lay 
together  

18.   Robert  Mason  v.  Margaret  Mason  or  Dugdale  (he  9, 
she  10,  at  marriage). 

3Exa??n7iacio  testiu?7i  super  li/>eZlo  sive  allegaczowe  oblata  ex  parte  Roberti 
Maison  coni^ra  M«?'gareta?7i  Maison  ah*«s  Dugdale,  capt«  coYiim  \\\a- 
gistxo  Roberto  Leche,  &c,  xij''  Octob?*^-  1564. 

Georgius  Sherington,  j^aroch/e  de  Preston,'^  etatit<?  t  inmovumy  wovit 
partes  a  pumcijs.  Exa??n?mtMs  super  allegacio;/e  ex  parte  Robe^'tt 
ISIaison  oblata,  dicit,  in  Virtute  Jura?«e?zti  sui  p?'estiti,  that  he  was 
present  when  the  said  Robe?*te  and  Ma?'garet  were  maried  together  in  the 
parish  Church  of  Preston,  apon  a  Sondaie,  about  x  of  clock  afore  none, 
bie  one  Van  Banester,  Clark,  then  curate  there,  in  the  p?-esence  of  this 
depone/it,  John  Maison,  John)  Hardman,  and  many  others,  about  ix  yeres 
ago ;  the  said  Roberte  beinge,  at  that  tyme,  not  past  ix  yeres  of  age,  and 
the  [said]  Ma?*garet  was  vnder  xj.  Interrogat?/s  de  Coha/ntacione,  carnal i 
copula,  et  ratificac/o?ze  hmusmodi  mafrimonij,  this  depone??t  saies,  that  he^ 
wold  not  tarry  or  dwell  with  the  said  Ma?'garet  after  the  said  manage,  but 
went  and  dwellid  with  his  frendes.  and  further  he  saies,  he  verely  knowes 
ther  Avas  neuer  carnall  acte  betwixe  tliem,  nor  the[y]  neuer  consentid 
together,  and  further,  this  depone?zt  saies,  that  diuerse  &  many  tymes 
sins  the  said  Robe?'te  came  to  LawfuU  age,  he  hath  hard  hyni  sale  he 
wold  neuer  take  her  as  his  wief,  nor  wold  eue?*  dwell  with  her.  red- 
dendo racionewz  sui  di'cfi,  he  said  he  cold  neuer  fansy  her,  nor  her  father ; 
biecause  he  kept  the  mother  of  tlie  said  Robe?-te  to  pa?-amowr,  afore  he 
maried  her,  &  consumed  the  said  Robe?-tes  gooddes,  and  for  diuerse  suche 
causes  /  

^  Downham,  a  township  iu  Whalley  parish,  N.E.  Lancashire,  on  the  river  Eihble, 
3  miles  N.E.  of  Clitheroe. 

^  Padiliam,  now  a  iiianufacturiiig  town  and  township,  with  railway  station,  in 
Whalley  parish,  N.E.  Lancashire,  3  miles  W.  of  Burnley,  and  8  miles  N.E.  of 
Blackburn. — Bartholomew.  ^  leaf  195  (Piccope's  No.  104). 

■*  Now  a  parliamentary  and  municipal  borough,  &c.,  in  N.  Lancashire,  on  the 
Lancaster  Canal,  and  river  Kibble,  near  the  head  of  its  estuary,  28  miles  N.E.  of 
Liverpool,  31  N.W.  of  Manchester,  and  209  from  London  by  rail. — Bartholomew. 

^  The  boy  Robert  Mason. 
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Johrt7i?ies  Mason,  patruus  -^ariis  QMm  p?*oducew^is,  paroclite  de  Kirk- 
liain,!  etatis  Iviij  anworM7?i,  iiovit  p«rte??i  acU'iceni  a  'Na.iivitate  \  et  p«?-te?M 
rea?>i,  a  Mc«^rimo;iio  &c.  Exa/?awrttw5  supe?'  Allegacione  &c  /  this  depon^^t 
sales,  that  he  was  present  when  the  said  Kobe?'te  and  Margaret  were 
maried  together  in  Preston  church,  about  ix  yeres  ago  ;  the  said  E,obe?-te 
beinge  at  that  tyme  betwixe  ix  apd  x  j^eres  old,  &  the  said  Margaret 
vnder  xj.  &  the  bridall  was  kept  at  the  fathers  of  the  said  Margaret ;  & 
there  the  said  Koberte  remaynid  lesse  then  a  yere,  and,  iwmiediathe  after 
the  said  Mariage,  went  from  his  father-in-Lawe,  and  neuer  came  in  house 
w/th  the  said  iSIargaret  to  dwell,  sins  that  tyme ;  but  hath  euer  sins 
disagreed  from  the  said  mariage,  &  hath  often  tymes  told  this  depone/it, 
beinge  his  vncle,  both  afore  he  was  xiiij,  &  alwaies  sins,  that  he  wold 
neuer  liave  tlie  said  Ma?'garet  to  wief ,  nor  agre  to  the  said  mariage ;  and 
he  hath  Continued  in  tlie  same  niynde  still  euer,  wherof  this  deponent 
liathe  certen  knoledge  :  wherbie  he  [uncle  Jn.  Mason]  verelie  knowes 
they  neuer  had  carnall  acte  together,  nor  bie  any  other  meanes  euer  Rati- 
fied the  said  ^Mariage.  reddendo  racione;/^  premissor?^??? ,  This  depone?«t 
saies,  that  he,  beinge  his  vncle,  hath  bene  prt'vye  to  all  his  doinges  in 
that  behalf. 

2  Iles/?onsio«es  persowales  Margarete  Mason,  partes  ree,  super 

^osidoxi\\Ms    et    ar^tV?dis    Li^e/li,    capta    cora/?i    nm^Uixo 

Koberto  Leche  vica?7o  [ge7«€?*aZi]  &c,  die  et  an??©  p?*ed/c^/s. 

[26  Oct.  1564.] 

Exa?«i??ata  supe?*  allegac/o7?e  sive  sum7??aria  petic?'o/?e  ex  pa7*tc  partis 

act?7cw  oblata,  dicit,  that  she  and  Ilobe?*te  Mason  were  maried  together  in 

Preston  Church  about  x  yeres  ago,  the  said  Roberto  beinge  at  that  tymo 

above  ix  and  vnder  x;  and  tliis  depone??t  was  somwhat  older,  vnder  xj 

yeres  of  age.     and  tlie  said  pa?-ties  dwellid  togetlier,  imediatlie  after  the 

golem pnizacebn  of  the  said  Mariage,  for  the  space  of  lialf  a  yere,  or  there 

al>out,  and  not  a  xij  moneth.     And  after,  when  tlie  said  Roberto  came  to 

Lawfull  age,  he  dissentid  from  the  said  Mariage,  and  neue>*  did  cohabitt 

with  her,  nor  neuer  ratified  the  same  bie  carnall  act  or  otherwise,  but 

(Mier  dissentid,  and  callid  her  before  my  'Lord  Archbishop  of  York  his 

grace ;  and  hath  put  her  to  gret  trouble  and  auto. 

19.  Thos.  Bentam  \\  Ellen  Ben  tarn  (born  Bolton):  he  12, 
she  10,  at  marriage. 

'  III  X.  Uncanhiro,  9  milog  N.W.  of  PitJMton.        *  lenf  197  (riccopo's  No.  104). 
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^Exa;?a7irtcio  testiu??i  in  c^usa  divorcij  ex  pen-to  Tho?;ie  Benta?^  con^?'a 
Elena??i  Bontani,  ak'as  Bolton,  oblat(<,  capta  prmio  Febiuarij,  Anno 
\yre<}iido.     [1564-5.] 

Dauus  Haydocke,  parocli/e  de  Brimley,^  etatzs  xlv  an7ioiv^///,  iiu/7't 
partes  xvj  an?iis. 

^Ad  p>v'niu?«-  nYticulwmf  This  depone/it  saies,  that  the  said  Thon^/s 
Benta?;^  and  Elene  Benta7?z  were  maried  together  at  Engleton*  above  xij 
yeres  past,  the  said  Thomas  beinge  at  that  tynie  vnder  xiij  yer^-S  of  age, 
and  the  said  Ellin  somwhat  younger  :  and  this,  ho  knowes  to  be  true, 
beinge  a  nere  neibozfr  there,  and  one  of  the  same  parishe  with  the  said 
parties.  And  f urtlior,  he  saies,  he  neuer  knewe  that  they  lay  together ; 
but  euer  did  dissent,  and  neuer  dwellid  together,  beinge  askid  howo  he 
knowes  that  they  dissent,  he  saies,  the  said  Thomas,  perceyvinge  her  to 
be  a  light  woman,  cold  neuer  fansie  her ;  and  she,  not  fansienge  hym,  fell 
to  lightnes. 

Ad  ij^  et  iij*'"'"  ar/^^?dos.  Credit  in  so  contine?'e  verzYate?;^ ;  and  saieth, 
she  hathe  iij  Children  bastarde,9 ;  ij*'  hie  one  man,  and  one  bie  an  other 
man,  and  no?^  bie  Bentam ;  for  this  Depone/zt  thinker*  they  neuer  had 
carnall  copulacion  together  / 

Ad  y\iimum,  dicit  p?'edzcfa  per  eu??i  fore  vera.  r\on  est  Aocius  &c  / 
reddendo  ca?/sam  science  sue  liiijiisiwodi,  he  sais  his  father  was  Executo?/r 
to  the  graundfather  of  the  said  Elene ;  and  therefore  he  hath  had  cause  to 
knowe  her  misdem[e]no?<r. 

Kicardus  Dickson,  pa/*ochze  de  Sondell,^  Qhovacensis  diocese,  etat/s 
xliiij*  an?iorwm,  [novit  partes]  xvj  an^ds. 

Ad  ])rimwn  2ixticu\mn,  This  depone?it  saies,  that  the  said  T\\omas  and 
Elene  were  maried  together  ^at  Engleton  about  xij  yeres  passid,  the  said 
Thomas  beinge  about  thage  of  xiij  yeres,''  and  the  said  Ellein  som- 
Avliat  younger,  beinge  askid  whie  they  were  maried  in  their  minoritie, 
he  saies,  that  Ric7ia?v7  Benta??^,  graundfather  vnto  the  said  Eleine,  was  a 
very  welthie  man ;  and  [it]  was  supposed  that  he  wold  have  bene  good 
vnto  them,  and  bestowid  som???e  good  forme  apon  her;  but,  or  he  died, 
the  said  Tho??ias  and  Ellein  disagreed,  and  she  plaid  manie  light  points, 
the  graundfather,  takinge  displeasure,  left  her  nothinge.  and  further  saies, 
the  said  pa?*ties  neuer  agreed,  but  were  euer  asondcr,  and  neuer  dwellid 

1  leaf  204  (Piccope's  No.  106). 

'  or  'Bmuley,'  for  Burnley,  near  Whalley  ;  ?Brindley,  a  township  in  Acton 
parish,  W.  Cliesliire,  4  miles  N.W.  of  Nantwich.  ^  leaf  204,  back. 

^  ?  Ingleton,  in  the  parish  of  Bentham,  in  the  Northern  division  of  the  West- 
Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

^  ?what  and  where  ?  "  leaf  205.  ^  MS.  yeres  of. 
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together;  wherbie  he  thinke.?,  nor  neuer  cold  here  tell,  that  the  Marriage 
was  eiier  consum/^iate  bie  carnall  acte,  or  otherwise,  betwixe  them. 

Ad  ij  et  iij  arf^■cMlos,  die  it  eosde??*  fore  veros ;  et  dicit  (]uod  mulier  est 
fame  lese,  et  male  conversacto;?is,  ac  vulgat/  Corporis,  insomuch  that  she 
hath  had  diuerse  children  bie  diuprse  men,  as  'William.  Saiger  &  John) 
Michell;  and  fame  goth,  she  burned^  the  said  Saigf^r,  and  one  Miles 
Ashton  / 

Ad  vltmM??i,  dicit  T^redida  per  qmiii  fore  vera,  won  est  doct?<s,  won 
conductjfs  &c.  and  gevinge  cause  of  the  Notice ^  thereof,  he  saies  he  was 
seru/^»«nt  with  her  graundfather,  and  was  in  howse  wzth  her  duringe  her 
mynoritie,  and  well  knewe  her  Conuersac/on,  and  hath  Maried  her 
Aunte. 

Resj?onsiowes  perso7?ales  Elene  Benta??z,  capte  eodewi  die  / 

Ad  p?7mu?;/.  This  Respo?/dent  saies,  she  was  Maried  vnto  Thomas 
Benta77i  in  Engleton  churche ;  but  howe  longe  ago  it  is,  she  knowes  not, 
biecause  she  was  very  younge,  about  x  yeres  old,  or  xj  at  the  most,  the 
same  tyme;  &  Tho?Ha«  Benta??!  somwhat  elder  then  she.  and  further, 
she  saies,  that  afte?*  the  said  mariage,  they  neuer  lay  together,  nor  dwellid 
together  in  one  howse ;  but  euer  did  dissent,  and  were  continuallie  euer 
asonder;  she  wzth  her  mother,  and  he  x  miles  of,  or  thereabout,  w/tli 
liichard  Benta??i  or  Thomas  Walmesley  in  Service ;  nor  euer  ratified  the 
mariage  after  they  came  to  yeres  of  consent  &c. 

Ad  ij  et  iij  po^'czones,  fatetur  contenta  in  dic^a  posia'one  fore  vera, 
and  further  she  saies,  she  is  very  scry  for  her  ofifencis. 

20.  Rafe  Fishe  v.  Katherine  Fishe  (born  Bolton).     He 
under  14  at  marriage. 

3  Exa?wi7wicio  testiuwz,  capta  cora77i  Eica7-c?o  Grenehalghe,  clerico,  super 
li/>e/lo  ex  pa7'te  Wm^tdphi  Fishe  con^7'a  l^^ierinam  eiws  vxo7'e777, 
virtute  cuiusde?n  com?7a8sionw,  &c 

WilleZmtw  Barker  of  Churche,*  of  thage  of  xl  yeres,  sworne  and 
cxa77iincd,  dcposeth  and  saieth,  that  RafFe  Fishe  was  maried  vnder  thage 
of  xiiij  yeres,  and  at  the  parishe  of  Blagburnc  /  the  said  William  Barker 
saieth,  that  the  said  Rafe  and  K&thei'ine  Bolton,  ah'os  Fishe,  did  not,  at 
any  tynio  after  they  were  maried,  accompanie  together  as  man  and  wief. 
the  said  Wi//tam  Barker,  sworne  and  exa77ii7iod,  saieth,  that  the  ^said 
liaffe  and  K&tlierine  had  neither  child  nor  children,  nor,  to  liis  knoledge, 

•  poxt.  *  his  knowledge.  *  leaf  214,  back  (Piccopc's  No.  110). 

*  ? Church  Kirk,  about  4  miles  from  DarwoD,  N.E.  Lancaahiro.  *  leaf  216. 
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had  any  carnall  dole  or  confederacy  at  any  tyme  together  /  the  said  WilUam 
Barker,  sworno  and  exaniinedy  saieth,  that  the  said  Rafe  and  Katerin 
have  bene  asonder,  and  not  conversaunt,  to  his  knoledge,  about  xix 
yeres  /  The  said  William  Barker,  sworne  and  exa7?iiwed,  deposeth  and 
saieth,  that  the  said  Kattrin  Bolton,  alias  Fishe,  hath,  sins  she  was  Married 
to  the  saide  Rafife,  had  a  child  bie  one  Robe?*te  Forrest;  and  that  she 
hath  behaved  her  self  in  suche  sort  as  is  not  thought  honest  amonge  her 
'Neihoures. 

John  Walshe  of  Darwen,  of  thage  of  xP^  yeres,  sworne  and  examined, 
saieth  to  all  and  eue/y  the  said  articles,  as  the  said  'Williani  Barker  hath 
afore  said. 

Henry  Walmesley,  of  Meller,i  of  thage  of  xxxvj  yeres,  sworne  and 
ILxamined,  deposeth  and  saieth  to  all  and  euery  the  said  articles  conteynid 
in  the  saide  Commission,  in  all  and  euery  thinge  and  thinges,  as  the  said 
William  Barlijer  hath  afore  saide,  &c  / 

(signd)     Per  me,  Ricardum  Grenehalgh  curatu??j  de  Preston. 

21.  Alexander  Osboston  (Osbaldiston)  v.  Margaret  Osboston 

(born  Hothersall)  :  lie  nearly  1 1  at  marriage,  she  6  or 

7,  partly  borne  in  arms,  and  partly  led  to  Church. 

^'Examinacio  testiu?^^  ex  pai'te  Alexandri  Osboston ^  contra  [hlanJc  in  MS.] 

captrt  die  et  amio  'predictis.     [4  May  1565.] 

Robe?*tus  Harrison,  parochz'e  de  Kirkham,*  etatis  xxx  annorum,  novit 

parte??*  acti'icem  x  anwos,  et  pa?'te??i  ream  a  te?'?zpo?'e  hujusmjodi  i^resenfis 

matrimonii.     'Examina.tus  super  allegac^o?^e  sive  sum??iaria  -peiiciojie  ex 

parte  ipartis  acb'icis  oblata.  This  depone^it  sais,  that  Alexander  Osboston 

was  married  to  the  said  Margaref  iij  or  iiij*''  daies  afore  the  death  of 

'Richard  Osboston,  father  to  the  said  Alexander-,     and  imediatlie  apon 

the  death  of  his  father,  by  an  Excheqvowres  quest,  was  found  to  be  of  the 

age  of  X  yeres  and  xj  monethes.     and  the  same  tyme,  Videlicet,  at  the 

said  marriage,  the  said  Ma?*garet  was  about  thage  of  vj  or  vij  yeres,  as  it 

semed  to  this  depone??^,  bie  reason  she  was  partlie  borne  in  armes,  and 

partlie  Led   to  Lowe-church,  where  they  were  Maried  bie  Se'r   Thomas 

French,  then  Curate  there  /  and  after  the  said  Marriage,  the  said  Alex- 

ojider   went   to   Cuerdo[n],^   to   his   graundmothers,  where   he   dwellid 

1  Mellor,  an  ecclesiastical  district  and  township  in  the  parish  of  Blackburn,  N.  E. 
Lancashire,  2^  miles  N.W.  of  Blackburn. — Bartholomew. 

2  leaf  224,  back  (Piccope's  No.  114).         ^  The  local  contraction  of  Osbaldistone. 
*  In  N.  Lancashire,  9  miles  N.W.  of  Preston. 

^  1  Cuerden  Hall,  in  Cuerden,  a  township  in  Leyland  parish,  N.  Lancashire,  on 
the  river  Lostock,  5  miles  N.W.  of  Chorley. — Bartholomew. 
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duringe  her  lief;  and  tlie  said  Margaret,  at  HothersalP  wz'tli  her  father, 
where  she  dwelt  still  yet,  and  hath  done  sins.  And  further,  he  saies, 
that  the  said  Alexander,  after  and  before  he  came  to  thage  of  xiiij  yeres, 
did  ev\er  disagre  and  dissent  from  the  said  Marriage ;  and  bie  open  worded 
declared  ^that  he  wold  neuer  have  the  said  Mrt?-garet  to  his  wief.  and 
also  he  saies,  they  neuer  dwellid  together ;  neither  by  any  other  meanes 
ratified  the  said  marriage,  reddendo  racione??i,  saies,  that  he,  this  de- 
ponent, hath  bene  seruawnt  with,  my  said  Ladie  Osboston,  and  eue?* 
k  lie  we  of  all  the  doinges.  no?*  est  doatus,  non  Conductws,  no;?  curat  &c  / 
Henricus  Colthurst,  parochze  de  Preston  in  Amuwdernes,^  etatis  xxx 
awioTuin,  novit  p«rte??i  acti'icem  ab  infancia,  et  ^ai-iem  rea??i  a  jnatri- 
momo  &c.  Exa7;ii?iatws  &c,  This  Deponent  saies,  that  Aleyiander  Osboston 
was  married  at  Lowe-church,  to  M«?'garet  Hothersall,  bio  S/r  Thomas 
French,  curate  there,  in  the  presence  of  certen  pe?'Sons,  to  the  nomber  of 
vij  or  viij  at  the  least,  the  said  Thomas  [that  is,  Alexander]  beinge  at 
that  tyme  vnder  xij  yeres,  and  the  said  M«?*garet  about  vj  or  vij  yeres  of 
age.  Iniexrogatus  De  co//a/>itacio;ze,  carnali  copulac/o?ie,  et  ratificac/o?ze, 
he  saies,  they  neue?'  dwellid  together  in  one  house ;  for  he  dwellid  weth 
my  Ladie  Osboston,  his  graundmother,  during  her  lief;  and  the  said 
Margaret,  with  her  father  at  Hothersall,  where  she  yet  dwelleth.  and 
further,  he  saies,  to  his  knoledge,  or  that  he  cold  perceyve,  the[y]  had 
neuer*  carnali  act  together,  or  ratified  the  said  Marriage  bie  tokens,  in 
wordes,  or  otherwise,  but  did  eue?*  dissent ;  nor  the  said  Alexander  cold 
euer  to  be  content  to  take  her  as  his  wief.  now  est  docttts,  noTi  tenens, 
non  affiwis,  &c.     [See  the  further  Depositions  on  page  183  below.'] 

22.  Wm.  Westby  v.  Anne  Soth worth ;    boy  under  10  at 
marriage,  girl  under  11. 

^Examiwacio  testiu7?i  super  su7?iraaria  Peticione  ex  parte  WilWwii  West- 
bye,  generos/,  contra  Anna??i  Sothworth,  capta  cora??*  Magistxo 
Roberto  Leche,  in  Legibtis  haccaZawreo,  xxv°  die  Octobrw,  1565. 

Tliomas  Harrison,  pa^-ochte  de  Sampsbury,®  etatt^^  xlviij  annomm^  vol 
vltra,  not'tt  partewi  actawi  vij  an7ii8,  et  parte?/*  Keam  a  N&tiuitatQ  / 
Exa7»i7iatu8  &c,  dicit  in  \irtute  Jura7??enti  sui,  that  ho  was  p?*e«ent  at 
tho  solempnizaceon  of  the  manage  of  Wilh'am  &  Anna  in  tho  libelle 

*  A  township  in  Ribchoster  parish,  N.  Lancashire,  on  tho  river  Ribble,  6i  miles 
N.E.  of  Preston.— Hartholomcw.  »  loaf  225. 

^  Amoundoruess,  a  Deanery  including  Preston,  Ribchestor,  Lancaster,  Kirk- 
h:un,  kc.  *  MS.  neucr  h  *  liaf  240  (Piccope's  No.  118). 

*  Samlcsbury,  in  Lancashire,  on  the  Kibble,  near  Preston. 
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mencioiied ;  and  sayth  tJiat  the  same  manage  was  solemnized  in  the 
church  of  Samsbury  about  seven  yeres  agoe,  the  said  Wilk'am  being,  at 
the  tyme  of  the  said  solempnizac/on,  vnder  the  age  of  ten  yeres,  and  the 
said  Anne,  at  the  same  tyme,  being  vnder  thage  of  xj  yeres.  About  the 
feast  of  thassumpc/on  of  the  Virgin  Marie.  Reddendo  raciowem  sui  d/c/i, 
sayth,  that  he  was  the  same  tyme  dwelling  in  the  howse  of  the  father  of 
the  said  Anne,  and  caried  her  vpon  horseback  behinde  him  to  the  said 
churche  to  be  maried.  And  further  sayth,  that  the  said  Wilh'am  and 
Anne  did  neuer  cohabite,  or  dwell  in  one  howse  togethers,  sythence  the 
tyme  of  the  said  solemnizac^on.  Eeddendo  rac/o7iem  sui  dicti,  sayth,  that 
the  said  Wilh'am  hathe  bene  tabled  much  abrode,  at  schole,  and  most 
parte  ben  at  his  awne  fathers  howse,  vnder  a  scholemoster.  And  neue?*  at 
the  howse  where  the  said  Anne  dwelled  or  dwelleth,  but  as  a  strange?-. 
^ Interrogatus  de  carnah'  copula  et  ratificac^o?^e  dicti  matrimonii,  sayth, 
that  after  the  tyme  he,  the  said  Wilh'am,  came  to  the  xiiij**^  yere  of  his 
age,  or  theraboute^,  he  neue?*  ratified  y®  said  mariage  by  any  way  or 
meanes,  as  this  depone?^t  iudgeth  &  thinketh  in  conscience.  /  Reddendo 
TSLcionem.  sui  dicti  huiusmodi,  sayth,  ^^-at  when  the  said  pav'ties,  Willzam 
&  Anne,  came  to  that  age  that  their  f render-  &  parertes  thought  their 
discreczon  served  them  to  agree  together  &  to  ratifie  the  said  mariage,  or  els 
to  disagre  and  dissent  from  the  same,  John  Westbie,  father  to  the  said 
Wilh'am,  came  to  the  howse  of  Sir  John  Southworth,  knight,  father  vnto 
the  said  Anne,  about  one  yere  and  half  sythence,  to  enquire  and  dem??iand 
of  the  said  Anne,  what  she  could  finde  in  heart  to  doe  concerning  the 
said  mariage.  And  after  the  said  Anne  was  demaz^ndid  that  question  of 
her  owne  father,  she  answered  that  '  she  could  not  phansie  the  said 
Wilk'am ;  and  that  she  would  not  consent  to  take  him,  the  said  Wilh'am, 
to  her  husband.*  Whervpon,  the  said  John  Wesbye  departed  home 
againe.  and  about  one  twelvemonthe  after,  the  said  Wilh'am  was  de- 
mazmded  by  the  father  of  the  said  Anne,  'what  liking  he  had  of  her, 
and  whether  he  could  so  well  phansie  her  as  to  haue  her  to  wief ' ;  who 
made  answere  in  the  presence  of  diue?-se  worshipful!,  that  '  he  would  not 
haue  her  to  wief,  nor  ratifie  mariage  w^'th  her  in  any  wise.'  non  est 
doctws,  noil  Conductws,  now  Consangwzweas ;  est  Seruiens  Dowe'ni  Johannis 
Sothworth,  paMs  pred^'c^e  Anne,  no??  curat  &c. 

2  WilleZmws  Preston,  parochze  de  Sampsbury,  etatis  circiter  xliiij  an?zo- 

TU7n,  novit  i^artem  Sictricem  circiter  k  annos,  et  pa7'tem  Rea??i  a  'Natiuitate. 

Exa??2i?iato  &c  dicit,  that  he,  beinge  Seruazmt  to  S/r  John  Sothworth,  was 

attendaunt  apon  William  Westby  when  the  mariage  was  Solempnizate  in 

1  leaf  240,  back.  2  jeaf  241. 
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Sampsbury  cliurche,  bie  one  S/r  'Richard  Percevall,  betwene  the  said 
William  and  Anne  Sothworth,  about  thAssumpcion  of  the  blessid  Virgin 
Sai/it  Mary,  and  also  about  vij  yeres  ago ;  at  w/w'ch  Mariage,  this 
depone^it  was  p?'esent,  the  said  Wi//iaui  beiuge  at  the  same  tyme  somwhat 
above  thage  of  ix  yeres,  and  vnder  tenne,  as  this  deponewt  hard  John 
Westby,  father  to  the  said  WiZZiam,  declare  the  same  tyme,  and  as  this 
deponent  did  also  iudge  bie  the  sight  of  his  bodie ;  and  the  said  Anne 
was  somwhat  above  x,  and  vnder  thage  of  xj  yeres,  as  this  deponent  did 
certenly  knowe,  beinge  conversaunt  very  much  with  the  said  Anne,  and 
having  knowne  her  from  her  Nativitie.  Interrogate  de  carnali  copula, 
vel  ratificaciowe  hujusviodi  matrimonii  post  pubertatem  partiu??!.  This 
depone/it  sales,  that  the  said  WiZZiam  and  Anne  did  neuer,  either  afore 
they  came  to  yeres  of  consent,  or  after,  cohabitt  and  dwell  together, — as 
this  deponewt,  beinge  houshold  Se?nia?mt  to  Sir  John  Sothworth,  well 
knowes, — nor  ewer  vsed  either  other,  as  man  and  wief,  in  worded  or  other- 
wise. And  further  this  deponent  sales,  that  about  a  yere  and  a  half  ago, 
John  Westby,  ^  father  to  the  said  William,  in  the  presence  of  Sir  John 
Sothworth,  'knight,  and  the  Ladie  Mary  Sothworth  his  wief,  parentis  to 
the  said  Anne,  and  of  diuerse  others,  did  demaund  of  the  saied  Anne, 
whether  she  cold  be  co??tent  to  take  the  said  WiZZi'am  as  her  husband ; 
and  the  said  Anne  answerid  that  '  she  wold  not  take  hym  as  her  hus- 
band; nor  she  cold  not  faiisy  hym,  or  consent  to  the  said  Mariage.' 
And  Sir  John  Sothworth,  her  father,  askid  her  the  same  question,  <fe  che 
answerid  as  before;  whereapon  Mr  John  Westby  depa?'tid.  And  after 
that,  about  S'.  James  day  last  past,  at  my  \,ord  Bushops  beinge  at  Samps- 
bury, the  said  WiZZicmi,  in  the  p?-esence  of  diuerse  Worshipfull,  was 
demaundid  by  Sir  John  Sothworth  and  others,  *  whether  he  cold  be 
content  to  fansy  the  said  Anne,  and  take  her  as  his  wief  :  who  answerid 
that  '  he  wold  not  take  her  as  liis  wief,  biecause  she  had  afore  refusid 
liym':  whereby  this  depone7it  verily  belevis  in  his  conscience,  the  said 
Mariage  was  neuer  Katified  betwene  them. 

[On  If.  242.   Thomas  Walmesley,  another  household  servant  of  the  said 
Sir  Jn.  Sothworth,  deposes  to  the  same  effect,  and  often  in  the  same  words.] 

^ExamiTWcio    testis   in   cat^a   Westby   contra   Sothworth,   in 

cama  Divorcii,  capta  coraw  magistro  Roberto  Leche,  &c, 

viij"  Novembris  1565  / 

Johannea  Wodhouse,  parochie  de  Poton,'  etatw  circiter  Iviij  anworwjw, 

novit  partem,  actricein  a  Na/iwi<«te,  et  \)ai'tom  T0&7n  a  M«/rimonio  &c. 

»  leaf  241,  back.  «  leaf  248,  back  (Picooi^'a  No.  121). 

*  t  Poolton  in  Lancashire,  or  Poiilton  ? 
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Exa7?2mato  super  allegaczowe  &c,  dicit,  tliat  lie  was  not  iu'esent  at  the 
Marlage  had  and  Solempnized  betwene  the  said  William  and  Anne ;  but 
he  sales  he  well  knowes  they  were  marled  together,  reddendo  racioneni 
sul  dicti,  he  saleth  that  he,  this  deponewt,  was  household  Seruaunt  to 
Master  John  Westby,  father  to  the  said  William  at  the  same  tyme.  and 
further  he  saleth,  that  he  well  knewe  thage  of  the  said  William,  that  he 
was  vnder  x  yeres  of  age  at  tyme  of  the  said  Marlage ;  and  the  said 
Anne,  as  he  hard  it  reportid  of  her  fathe?'  and  frendes,  was  vnder  xj  the 
same  tyme  /  Interro^a^ws  de  cohabita^^'owe  carnall  copula,  et  ratificaczow/? 
huiusmodi  Matrimonii,  This  Deponent  saleth,  that  they  neue?'  dwelild 
together  after  the  said  Marlage ;  for  the  said  William  went  hom??ie  to  his 
father,  and  the  said  Anne  remaynid  with  Sir  John  Sothworth  her  father. 
And  further  he  sales,  he  thinkes  in  his  Conscience  they  neue?*  consentid 
together  sins  they  came  to  yeres  of  Consent ;  for  he,  this  depone?2t,  hath 
diuerse  tymes  hard  the  said  William  say,  sins  and  afore  this  sute 
^begonne,  that  he  wold  neue?'  take  her  as  his  wlef ;  in  somuch  that  the 
said  William.,  being  at  Whalley  at  Schole,  we  thin  thels  two  monethes 
last,  send  a  le^^re  to  his  mother-in-Lawe,  beinge  suster  to  Sir  John)  Soth- 
worth, and  aunt  to  the  said  Anne,  that  if  his  father  wold  have  hym  to 
take  her  as  his  wlef,  he  wold  rather  be  banished  out  of  the  Cuntrey : 
which  Jjettre,  this  Deponent  hard  red  /  wherfore  this  depone7?.t  verely 
thinkes  that  the  said  William,  newer  consentid  to  the  said  Marlage,  or 
that  ther  was  euer  any  carnall  dole  betwene  the  said  Williara  and  Anne ; 
but  that  euer  they  have  dissentld,  as  they  do  at  this  present 

23.   Brigitte  Button  v.  George^  Spurstowe  (she  4-5  at 
marriage,  he  6). 

[She  could  not  perfectelle  speake  the  wordes  of  matrimonie  after  the 
priest,  because  she  was,  at  that  tyme,  in  yeares  tender  and  younge.^] 

■*  Exa??im(^cio  testium^  in  causa  Divorcli  ex  p«rte  Brigitte  Dutton 
contra  ^adiulphum  Spurstowe,  captci  xxvij  Octobr/s,  Anno  1563. 

Robertus  Large,  parochi'e  de  Wauerton,  etatz.s'  Ivlj  amiorum  aut  clrciter, 
novit  partem  aciricem  a  l^ddinitate,  et  parte??i  rea7?z  a  Ma^rimonio  inter 
pa?*tes  /  Exa??^i7^atws  in  vim  iwrdnnenti  sul,  dicit,  that  the  said  Brigette  & 
George,  in   the  libell  mencioned,  were  marled   togethers  in   a   prz^'vate 

1  leaf  249. 

^  He  is  cald  George  by  all  the  Deponents,  but  Rafe  {Radulplius)  in  the  heading, 
the  latter  name  being  probably  got  from  the  bride's  father,  Rafe  Dutton. 

2  End  of  Robert  Large's  evidence.  *  leaf  242,  back  (Piccope's  No.  19). 
^  Brigitte's  nurse,  Margaret  Cawkin,  gives  evidence. 


ton.       % 
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chapell  belonging  to  the  dwelling  house  of  Eafe  Dutton  esquier,  called 

the  Hall  of  Hatton,  about  seven  yeares  past,  or  somwhat  aboue;  ^the 

said  Brigitte  beinge  at  the  tyme  of  solempnizac^on  of  the  said  marriage, 

vnder  the  age  of  fyve  yeares,  and  the  same  George  beinge  at  the  same 

tyme  aboute  thage  of   sixe  yeares.     And  further  sayeth,  that  the  said 

Brigitte    and    George   did   neue?*  ratifye   the    said    mariage.     reddendo 

rac^o?^em  sui  dicti,  sayeth,  that  the  same  Brigitte  is,  at  this  p?*esente, 

aboue  thage  of  twelue  yeares,  and  vnder  thage  of  threttene  /  and  the 

said  George,  by  this  deponenttes  estimac^'on,  aboue  thage  of  xiiij®  yeares  / 

And  this  deponent  sayeth,  that  allmost  for  the  space  of  too  yeares  last 

past,  the  said  George  and  Brigitte  were  not  in  house  together,  nor  neuer 

sawe  ether  other,  synce  /  for  he  sayeth,  that  im?»ediatlie  after  the  deceasse 

of  RanduU  Spurstoo,  grandfather  to  the  said  George,  liidiard  Spurstoo, 

father  to  the  said  George,  did  take  the  said  George  secretlie  from  the  Hall 

of  Hatton,  where  the  said  George  had  before  (for  a  certeyne  space)  bene 

kept  at  scole  /  sythens  the  tyme  of  w7w'ch  conveyaunce,  the  said  Brigitte 

hathe  misslyked  of  the  said  George,  and  playnelie  declared  to  this  depo7i- 

ewt,  that   she  would  neu^jr  haue    the  said  George   to  her  husband  /  et 

reddendo  ratio?iem  Qorwwdem'^  dicforum  suorum,  sayethe,  that  he  hathe  of 

long  tyme  bene  reteyninge  to  the  house  of  Hatton  /  and  was  p?'esente 

when  the  said  mariage  was  solempnized  in  the  said  Chapell  /  and  saythe 

further,  that,  at  that  tyme,  the  said  Brigitte  coulde  not  perfectelie  speake 

the  word^8  of  matri7?ionie  after  the  priest,  because  she  was,  at  that  tyme, 

in  yeares  tender  and  younge. 

2 Margaret  Cawkin,  vxor  \Vi7ZeZmi   Cawkin,  paroch/e   de  Tattenall, 

Cestrem'^  dioce«e,  etatis  circiter  xlvj  annorum,  testis  producta.*  dicit,  qwod 

nouit   Brigittam    Dutton    per   epacium   xij"'   annoru??^.     bene    nouit   et 

Georgium  Spurstou  a  tempwe  matrimonij  &c.  /  Exanu'wata,  in  vim  iura- 

nienii  sui,  super  allegaciowo  alias  in  causa  principali  porrecta,  dicit  vt  se- 

quitwr  /  That  mariage  was  solempnized  betweno  the  said  parties,  \idelicet, 

Brigitte  and  George  /  about  Mydsomer  which  was  seven  yeares  ago,  at 

Midsomer  laste  /  the  said  Brigitte  beinge  at  the  same  tyme  aboue  the  age 

of  fowre  yeares,  and  not  fyve.     and  as  concerningo  the  age  of  the  said 

George,  she,  this  depo7?^wt,  cannot  certenlio  depose ;  but  ho  semed  to  her 

at  tliat  tyme,  veraie  younge  /  And  further  sayeth,  that  the  said  parties 

were  maried  in  the  jwmate  Chapell  of  the  Hall  of  Hatton,  by  a  pn'est 

that  then  serued  at  Wauej^ton  /  And  further  sayeth,  that  the  said  Brigitto 

was  twelue  yoares  oulde  at  the  feaste  of  Michaelmas  last  past ;  for  she,  the 

'  leaf  243.  «  MS.  oOn  or  cnn  *  leaf  248,  Imck. 

*  Thi-i  refers  to  Margaret,  I  suppose,  tlio  her  husband  is  'proUuctus'  too. 
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said  Brigitte,  was  bowrne  vppon)  Michaelmas  daye  was  twelue  yeares  / 
Reddendo  ratio?iem  d/c^orum  suorum,  sayethe,  that  she,  this  deponent,  was 
nurse  to  the  said  Brigitte,  and  gaue  vnto  her  first  soucke ;  and  therefore 
she  remembreth  lier  ago  veraie  well  /  et  quoad  liatiticatiojiem  di'cfi 
nmtri??ionij,  sayethe,  she  veralie  thinketh  in  her  conscience,  that  the  said 
mariage  was  neuer  ratified  betwene  the  said  pa^'ties,  because  the  said 
George  was  taken  from  Hatton  imediatlie  after  the  deceasse  of  his  grand- 
father /  and  the  said  Brigitte,  hath  at  diners  tymes,  for  the  space  of  this 
twelmoneth  last  past,  denied  to  this  depo«e?i!t  that  she  would  haue  the 
said  George  vnto  her  husband.  Et  dicit,  qwod  est  tenens  Radulphi 
Dutton,  p«^ris  dz'c/e  Brigitte,  &c. 

WilleZmws  Calkin,  parochie  de  Tatnall,  etat/s  circite?*  xlvj  anworz«7z, 
Dicit,  <\uod  novii  Brigitta??i  Dutton  a  'Nativifate,  et  partem  Rea/Ti  vij 
anwis,  aut  circite?'.  l^xammatuSj  in  whn  Jma,me?iti  sui,  super  aWegSicione 
alms  ex  parte  partis  nctricis  &c,  dicit,  that  Brigitt  Dutton  and  George 
Spurstowe  were  maried  together  in  a  private  chapell  of  the  Hall  of 
Hatton,  bie  a  p^^'est  that  then  Servid  at  'VVaue?-ton,  Seven  yeres  ago,  and 
as  much  as  sins  Midsomer  last,  beinge  demaundid  whether  he  was 
-present  at  the  said  mariage,  he  sales  '  no ' ;  but  he  saieth,  he  knowes  well 
it  was  so ;  for  this  deponent  was,  and  is,  tenaunt  to  Mastev  Raffe  Dutton, 
father  to  the  said  Brigitt,  and  dwelles  nere  vnto  Hatton  Hall.  And 
further  he  saieth,  that  the  said  Brigitt  was  about  v  yeres  old,  tyme  of  the 
said  mariage ;  and  the  said  George,  to  his  iudgment,  was  much  about  tlie 
same  age ;  and  he  well  knowes  they  were  both  very  younge  /  InteTvor/atus 
de  etate  dide  Brigitte,  he  sales,  she  was  twelf  yere  old  at  Michaelmas 
last,  reddendo  rac^onew^  sui  dicti,  he  sales,  he  well  knowes  her  age,  bie- 
cause  this  deponeiites  wief  was  the  first  that  gave  her  sucke,  and  nursid 
her.  Jntevvogatus  vlteriws  de  consensu  et  Ratificaciowe  hujusmodi  M«h*i- 
nionij,  this  deponewt  sales,  that  he  verily  thinkes  they  neuer  consentid  to 
the  said  Mariage ;  and  this  Depone?it  saies,  he  hard  the  said  Brigitt,  som- 
what  afore  Midsomer-day  last,  report  in  the  house  of  this  depone?2t,  that 
she  wold  neuer  take  the  said  George  as  her  husband,  and  the  said  George 
was  taken  from  Hatton  im??2e(liatly  after  the  death  of  his  graundfather ; 
sins  which  tyme  the  said  Brigitt  neuer  se  hym,  as  this  deponewt  verylie 
supposeth. 

Jacobus  Blundell,  paroclu'e  de  Wauerton,  etaiis  circiter  xxxvj  anwos 
et  vlt?-a,  novit  partem  actricem  a  Na^^^f^Yate  ;  et  partem  Rea??i,  circite?"  vij 
an7?,is  bene  nomt,  videlicet,  a  tempore  Matrimonii  &c.  Exaywi/iati^s  supe?' 
allegac^owe,  ah'as  ex  parte  Diate  Brigitte  ^oblata,  Dicit,  in  \\m  ^ximmenii 
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sui  prestiti,  that  the  said  Brigitt  and  George  were  maried  together  vij 
yeres  ago,  and  as  much  as  sins  Midsome?'  last ;  the  said  Brigitt  beinge  at 
that  tynie  betwene  thage  of  iiij***"  or  v  yeres ;  and  the  said  George  mucli 
about  the  same  age,  or  rather  older,  to  this  De^^onentes  Judgment. 
Reddendo  vacioneni  sui  dicfi,  he  saies,  he  was  pi'esent  at  the  said  mariage, 
and  is  a  neybowr  nere  Hatton  Hall,  where  the  father  of  the  said  Brigitt 
dwelleth.  Interro^a^z^'  de  consensu  et  ratificac/oTie  &c,  This  Depone?it 
saieth,  that  apon  the  death  of  the  graundfather  of  the  said  George,  the 
same  George,  by  his  father  was  taken  from  the  said  Howse  of  Hatton ; 
&  Brigitt  &  he  were  neue?-  together  sins,     et  aliter  nescit  Deponei-e. 

[The  same    3   witnesses  depose   in  the  next  suit  for  the  divorce  of 
Eoland  Dutton,  Brigitt's  brother.] 

24.    Eoland  Dutton  v.  Margaret  Dutton  (born  Stanley) : 

he  9  at  marriage,  she  5. 
-Exaniinacio  testiu7?i  super  Allegac^o?2e  sive  Sum???aria  peticz'owe,  ex  -parte 

Eoland*  Dutton,  contixc  Ma?*garetam  Stanley,  oblata,  capta  cora??i 

magistro  Roberto  Leche  &c,  xxvij**  Octobn'6*  1565. 

Robertus  Larg,  parochie  de  Waue?*ton,2  etatz's  circiter  Ivij  anwos,  novzt 

partem  aeti'icem  a  Na^m/ate,  et  partewi  rea?7i  a  Mo^rimonio  &c.     Exami- 

natiis  super  allegac/o«e  &c,  et  in  vim  Jura??ie;iti  sui,  dicit  vt  sequitwr  :  that 

Roland  Dutton)  and  Margaret  Stanley,  ak'as  Dutton,  in  the  Allegac/on 

mencioned,  were  maried  together  in  the  chapell  within  the  howse  of  the 

Hall  of  Hatton^  /  aboute  the  feaste  of  Christmas  last  past  was  fower 

yeares ;  &,  as  this  deponent  thinketh,  vppon)  the  Sondaye  next  after  the 

said  feaste  of  Christmas ;  The  said  Roland  beinge  at  that  tyme  aboue  the 

age  of  Nyne  yeares,  and  not  tenne  /  and  the  said  Margaret  beinge  at  that 

tyme  (by  this  deponentte*'  estimacz'on)  younger  than  the  said  Roland  / 

and  sayethe  further,  that  tlie  said  Roland,  euer  synce  the  solempnizacion 

of  the  said  mariage,  remayned  at  Hatton  /  and  the  said  Margaret  bathe 

rcmayned  els-where  from  Hatton ;  and  neuer  remayned  at  Hatton)  but 

onlie  as  gesteweyes  /  and  further  sayeth,  tliat  the  said  Roland  is  of  the 

age  of  xiiij  yeares,  and  vnder  fyftyne ;  and  for  the  space  of  this  twelue- 

moneth  last  past,  or  theraboutcif,  the  said   Roland   and    Margaret  were 

neuer  in  house  togither,  to  this  deponentte^f  knowledge  /  and  tliis  dopow- 

eiit  sayethe  moreouer,  that  the  said  Robnd,  within  a  smalo  while  after  ho 

»  leaf  245  (Piccope's  No.  120). 

'  A  pariHli,  township,  and  village  (now  with  railway  station),  4  miles  S.E.  of 
Cho.HU-r. 

^  Thn  Stanleys'  place,  in  the  parish  of  Waverton,  N.  Cheshire,  6  miles  W.  of 

'I'.MlM,ll..V. 
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was  xiiij®  yeares  of  age,  did,  before  his  ordenarie,  declare,  tliat  he  would 
refuse  to  take  the  said  Margaret  to  his  wief;  and  that  he  would  not 
consent  to  the  said  mariage  w7r/ch  Avas  solempnized  in  his  minoritie  / 
wlierbie  this  deponent  iudgetli  in  conscience,  that  the  said  mariage  was 
neue?'  ratified  by  anie  meanes  betwene  the  said  Eoland  and  Margaret. 
Reddendo  ratio/zem  d/c^orum  suoruni,  sayeth,  that  he  was  presente  at  the 
solempnizacion  of  the  said  mariage,  and  hathe  bene  conue?'saunt  \iiih  the 
said  Roland  synce  the  iufancie  of  the  same  Roland.  Et  dicit  qwod  non 
<^st  Doctus,  nee  conductus,  sed  est  tenens  Radulphi  Duttoii),  patris  dzc^i 
Rolandi  Button  / 

^Margareta  Cawkin,  vxor  WilleZmi  Cawkin,  Parochie  de  Tattenall,^ 
Cestrens^s  Diocese,  etat^s  circiter  xlvj  annorum  /  dicit  qz^od  Rolandum 
Dutton,  a  na^mYate  bene  nouit;  et  Margarata??i  Stanley,  per  spaciuni 
quatuor  annorum  nouit  //  Examinata  in  vim  iura??zewti  sui,  dicit,  That 
Roland  Dutton  is  of  the  age  of  xiiij^*^""  yeares  and  more,  asmuche  as  synce 
Lente  last  past ;  and  that  he  was  maried  to  the  said  Margaret  Stanley  in  the 
Chapell  of  the  Hall  of  Hatton)  /  aboute  fyve  yeares  agoo  /  as  she,  this  de- 
ponent, supposeth ;  for  she  sayeth  that  she  was  not  at  the  solempnizaczon 
of  the  same,  but  harde  it  certenlie  reported  /  And  beinge  demaunded  de 
ratificatio?ze  matri??ionij,  Dicit,  That  sythence  this  two  yeares  last  past,  she, 
this  deponent,  neuer  sawe  the  said  pa?'ties  together;  nether  dothe  she  knowe 
of  anie  token,  or  signe  of  loue  that  the  saide  Roland  hathe  shewed  or 
delared  vnto  the  said  Margaret,  synce  the  tyme  that  the  said  Roland  came 
to  thage  of  xiiij*^"®  yeares;  and  therefore  in  conscience  she  thincketh 
tlie  said  mariage  was  not  ratified.  Et  quoad  etatam  d^c^e  Margarete 
Stanley,  dicit,  that  she  supposethe  her  to  be  about  thage  of  twelue 
yeares  /  but  thage  of  Roland,  she  knoweth  ce7-tenlie  to  be  as  before  she 
hath  deposed  / 

^WilleZ?>ius  Calkin,  pm-oclu'e  de  Tatnall,  etat/s  circite?'  xlvj  an/zos, 
rxovit  parte??z  ^ctricem  a  l^OitivitatQ,  et  pa?"te???.  Rea7?z  circiter  v  annis. 
Exami/zato  &c,  dicit,  in  vi??z  Jura??ie?zti  sui,  &c,  that  Roland  Dutton  and 
the  said  Margaret  libellafe  weie  maried  together  in  a  pr/vate  Chapell  of 
Hatton  Hall,  abovt  fyve  yeres  ago,  in  the  Christmas  tyme;  the  said 
Rowland  beinge  at  the  same  tyme  aboue  thage  of  ix,  or  x;  for  this 
depone/zt  well  knoweth  that  he  is  nowe  not  xv  yeres  old.  Reddendo 
rafiowem,  he  saieth,  that  this  depone?ztes  wief  was  nurse  vnto  the  said 
Roland;    and  that  this  depone?it  is  the  nebowr  vnto  the  said  Roland, 

1  leaf  245,  back. 

2  A  market-town,  parish  and  township  (now  with  railway  station),  7^  miles  S.E. 
of  Chester.  -    ^  leaf  246. 
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and  tena?mt  to  his  father ;  and  therfore  he  well  knowes  his  age  /  et  quoad 
etatem  T)ictQ  Ma?*garete,  this  deponent  saieth,  she  semeth  to  be  of  thage 
of  xij  or  xiij  yeres ;  et  alzYer  nescit  deponere  certitndinalite?*  de  etate 
D^c^e  Margarete  &c.  IntQTVogatus  de  consensu  et  cohaZ^itac/owe  et  CarnaZi 
copula  &c,  this  Depone?it  saies,  that  the  said  Margaret  was  neuer  at  the 
Hall  of  Hatton,  where  the  said  Rowland  dwelleth,  but  for  a  night  or  two 
in  a  yere  on  gestwise ;  and  for  the  space  of  more  then  a  yere  nowe  last 
past,  the  said  M«7'garet  was  neue?*  in  the  companye  of  the  same  Roland, 
to  this  deponentes  knoledge.  and  this  Deponent  ver[i]Iy  thinke.«?  in  con- 
science, the  said  mariage  not  to  be  of  any  force  betwene  them,  but  that  it 
may  be  lawfully  dissolved. 

^Jacobus  Blundell,  Parochie  de  Waue?'ton,  etatzs  circiter  xxxvj  annos, 
novit  prtrte??i  didiricem  ab  infancia;  et  Ma?-gareta??z  Stanley,  dicit  (]iiod 
novii  iWdun  a  iem^ovQ  matrimonii.  Exa??ii?2atMs  super  allegaciowe  alms  ex 
parte  T)ict\  Roland^  Button  oblata  &c  /  Dicit,  in  Vim  Jura7)ienti  sui,  that 
he  Avas  present  at  the  solempnizac/on  of  Mariage  betwene  the  said  Roland 
and  ^fargaret,  which  was  Celebratid  and  done  at  Hatton  in  a  pnVate 
Cliapell  there,  apon  a  Sondaie  in  the  Christinas  tyme  iiij*""  yeres  ago,  and 
as  much  as  sins  Christmas  last,  the  said  Roland  beynge  then  vnder  x 
yeres  old,  and  the  said  Margaret  (in  this  J)e^onenies  Judgment)  vnder 
viij  yeres  old.  Interrogati^s  de  consensu,  &c,  dicit,  that  the  said  Roland 
liath  continued  at  Hatton,  for  the  most  pa?'te,  sins  the  said  ^Mariage,  & 
dwellid  neuer  in  any  other  place  ;  and  Margaret  hath  continued  els-where, 
insomuch  as  this  depone/?/, — beinge  a  neybowr  to  the  Hall  of  Hatton,  and 
vsinge  very  often,  almost  dailie,  to  come  to  tliQ  said  Hall, — neuer  se  the 
said  Margaret  there  passinge  ons,  sins  tyme  of  the  said  Mariage,  to  this 
depone;?/e5  Remembraunce.  and  therfore  this  depone?it  thinkes  verely, 
the  said  Mariage  was  neuer  ratified  betwene  them  /  And  further  he  saies, 
he  demaundid  of  the  said  Roland,  whether  he  wold  take  the  said  Ma?'garet 
as  his  wief  ;  who  answerid  *  he  wold  neuer  have  and  take  the  said  Margaret 
as  his  wief,  nor  consent  to  the  said  Mariage.' 

25.   \Vm.  Spakeman  v.  Leticia  Unsworth  :  he  about  10 
at  marriage;  she  about  11. 

2Exa?/?i«ario  testiu?;*  in  catwa  Divorcij  ex  parte  \Ville/w?i  Spakeman 
contra  Leticia?^  Vnsworth,  capta  corxxm  Mwgidvo  Joha7^ne  Chctam, 
No^ario  puWtco,  ex  Manrfato  Domini  Judicw  xxv'  Octoby-w  1665  / 

»  Icttf  246,  back.  «  loaf  247  (Piccope'a  No.  121). 
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Thomas  Kilshae,  pa?*ocli/e  de  Winweke,^  CQBixensis  diocese,  ihidem. 
Moraws,  traxit  vij  anwis,  oriundws  infra  parochmm  de  Leghe,^  dicte 
diocese,  etat/s  circite?*  xxiij  aimis,  novit  T^artem  actricein  ix  an?as,  et 
partem  Eea??^  per  illud  Spaciiu?i.  Interrogatus  de  Ma^rimonio,  Habi^a- 
cione  et  Celebrac^^we,  inter  Willelmum  Spakeman,  -partem  Actricemj  et 
Leticiam  Vnsworth,  partem  Heam  /  This  deponent  saies,  that  he  hath 
hard  say,  by  neibowres  of  Winweke  parish,  that  Wi//mm  Spakeman  was 
Maried  vnto  Letice  Spakeman,  ah'as  Vnsworth,  in  the  parish  Church  of 
Winweke,  quum  d?'c^a  Alicia  fuit  circiter  vij  [i.  e.  xj*"]  sue  etatis  Annu7?i ; 
sed  de  etate  \Ville/?7d  Spakeman  tunc  te??iporis,  Xescit  deponere  /  et  de 
etate  partiu7?i  tunc  temporis  nescit  deponere;  et  de  etate  partium  nunc 
iemporis  nescit  deponere  /  Interro^a^ws  de  consensu  et  assensu  post  Pube?*- 
tatem,  dicit,  quod  nowunqwam  Coha^itauerunt  in  domo  pa^ris  partis  ree, 
tribus  annis  elaps/s;  sed,  an  concenserunt  post  pube?'tatem,  nescit  deponere : 
ak'as  nescit  deponere.  non  est  doctz^s,  non  Consanguineus,  non  aff^wis,  no;* 
tenens,  non  curat  &c  / 

Chr/s^pherus  Gest,  pa?'ochze  de  Winweke,  ibw?em  oriundws,  etat/s 
circiter  Ixxj  an?^os,  novit  parte??z  actricem  a  l^a,tiuitate,  et  Leticm??i 
Spakeman,  ah'as  Vnsworth,  simihYer.  Interro^a^ws  de  Matrimonio  ^inter 
ipsos  celebrato,  dicit,  quod  personaliter  fuit  presens  in  ecclesiam  parochte 
Sancte  Trinitatts  iux^a  Holcrofte,  circiter  x  anwos  elapsos,  quu?7z  mafri- 
i\\07iium  fuit  celebrat2^??2  et  Solempnizat?^?7Z  inter  partes,  qnum  dictws 
Wille/mws  Spakeman  fuit  circiter  x  sue  etatis  annu??i  eodem  te??zpore,  et 
Leticia  Vnsworth  fuit  etatz6*  x  annonim  et  vltra.  Dicit  quod  Doininus 
WilleZniMS  nu^ic  attingit  xx  sue  etatis  annum,  et  Leticia  est  circiter 
dicta??*  etatem  et  vltra.  Interrogates  De  Consensu,  assensu,  mutua 
Cohabitacione,  et  Carnali  Copula  post  pubertatera,  dicit,  in  vim  Jura- 
7nenti  sue  prestiti,  that,  to  his  knoledge,  they  neuer  Consentid  together 
after  they  came  to  perfitt  age  ;  but  that  the  One  wold  not  Continue  there 
as  the  other  was.  and  ther  was  diue?'se  daie-holdinges  to  get  them  to 
abide  together  ;  which  they  neuer  cold  bringe  to  passe 

Thomas  Vnsworth,  paroch*e  de  Winweke,  ibidem  oriundus,  etatis 
circiter  Ix  an?ios  et  vltra,  novit  partes  a  puericia.  Interrogates  de  Matii- 
monio  celebrate  inter  partes  /  *This  deponent  saies,  that  about  tenne 
yeres  ago,  afore  Christmas,  bie  Counsell  of  his  frendes,  he  causid  his 
Doughter,  Letice  Vnsworth,  to  be  Maried  vnto  Wilk'am  Spakeman,  in  the 

^  Winwick,  a  village  on  the  turnpike-road  midway  between  Warrington  (3  miles 
off,  N.)  and  Newton  in  Mackerfield  (2  miles  off,  S). — Hamilton. 

^  Leigh,  a  market-town  in  the  hundred  of  West  Derby,  Lancashire,  7  miles  S.  of 
Bolton,  15  from  Manchester,  and  193  J  from  London. — Hamilton. 

3  leaf  247,  bk.  «  leaf  248. 
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church  of  the  Trinitie :  w/izch  Wilh'«m  Spakeman  was,  as  this  Deponent 
iudgicl,  vnder  x  yeres  of  Age;  and  his  doughter,  Letice  Vnsworth,  was 
then  about  xj  yeres  old.  Et  dicit  qwocf,  isto  tempore,  dictws  WilleZ??uis 
Spakman  est  circite?'  xix  sue  etat^s  annu??i,  et  d^c^a  Leticia  est  circiter 
vigintcfs.  Interrogates  de  consensu,  niutua  Coha6itaciowe,  et  carnali  Copula 
post  pubeHatem,  This  deponm^  saies,  by  vertue  of  his  othe,  that  after  the 
said  parties  came  to  Lawfull  age,  neither  the  said  Wi//mm  Spakeman  wold 
agre  to  take  the  said  Letice  to  his  wief,  and  to  vse  her  as  he  ought  to  do, 
nor  the  said  Letice  wold  take  the  said  WilkVnn  to  her  husband,  nor  con- 
sent to  hym ;  but  euer  the  one  hath,  and  do  at  this  instant,  rqclaime 
against  the  other;  nor  neuer  did  lye  together,  nor  had  Carnali  Copulacion, 
to  this  deponentes  knoledge.  ak'as  nescit  deponere.  non  est  doctw6' ;  est 
pa^er  partis  ree,  &c. 

26.  James  Ballard  v.  Anne  Ballard.  Ske  gives  him,  when 
10-11,  two  apples  to  marry  her.  The  curate  acting, 
is  punisht. 

^  Exa7?zi7iacio  testiu??i-  supe?*  Allegacione  ex  pa?*te  Jaco&^  Ballard  contra 

Anna??i  Ballard,  capta  Die  et  Anno  T^redidis  /  [8  Nov.  L^GS]. 

Jacobus  Hartley,  paroch/e  de  Clidroe,^  etat/s  xl  imnoxum,  aut  circite?', 

novit  parte??!  SLcU'iceni  a  l^iatiuitate,  et  parte??i  rea??i  x  an?zis.    Exa7?zi??at?«s 

super  Allegacione  oblata  ex  parte  &c  /  Dicit,  that  he  hard  say  that  the 

said  James  and  Anne  articulate,  were  Maried  in  the  parish  Church  of 

Colne,  apon  the  xij***  even  in  the  Christmas  shalbe  v  yeres,  com???e  the 

Twelfth  even  next,  about  x  of  the  Clocke  in  the  night, — the  said  James 

at  that  tyme  beinge  about  xj  or  vnder  xij  yeres  of  age, — we'thout  the 

consent  of  any  of  his  frendes,  bie  one  S?'r  Roger  Blakey,  then  curate  of 

Colne.     Reddendo  racione??i  sui  ^dicti,  he  saies,  that  the  same  night,  this 

deponent  was  in  the  house  of  ChristoieT  Hartley  of  Wwller,*  vnole  to  tlie 

said  James  libellate,  and  sawe  when  the  said  James  [Ballard]  was  brought 

into   the   said   house   about  Midnight  bie  ij**  fellowes,  wAich  (as  this 

Deponent  supposethe)  had  bene  at  the  said  Mariage.     And  in  the  raorowe 

after,  the  same  James  [Ballard]  declarid  vnto  his  said  Vnckle,  that  tlio 

said  Anne  had  intised  hym  wzth  two  Apples,  to  go  with  her  to  Colne, 

and  to  marry  her.     which  worde«,  or  the  like  in  effect,  the  said  James 

spake  then  in  the  presence  and  heringe  of  this  Deponent  /  And  further 

lio  saieth,  that  the  said  Curate  was  ponished  by  the  Archbushop  of  York 

liis   grace,  for  maricng  at   inconvenient   tymes  and  vnlawfuU   pe?*8ons, 

i  leaf  249  (Piccope's  No.  122).  *  Clithero.  »  leaf  249,  back. 
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after  the  tyme  of  the  Solempnizacion  of  tliQ  said  mariage.  Et  quoad 
ratificacz'one^/i  hujusmodi  M«/rinionii,  he  saies,  that  i?«mediatly  after  the 
said  Mariage,  videlicet,  the  Morninge  after,  he  repentid  the  said  Mariage, 
when  he  perceyvid  what  he  had  done ;  and  eue?'  si  thence  hath  dissentid 
from  tlie  same,  and  neuer  remained  in  her  Co?7?pany  for  any  space. 
Ileddendo  raceone???-  sui  d/c^i,  he  saies,  tliat  the  said  James  hath  remaynid 
and  dwellid  in  the  house  of  the  said  Christoiev,  together  with,  this 
deponent,  being  brother  to  the  said  CJtristoieT;  and  therfore  he  hath 
knowne  his  doinges  in  and  concerning  the  p?-emisses  from  tyme  to  tyme. 

1  Jolirt?ines  Smith,  paroch/e  de  Colne,^  etatz^  xxx  anworwm  et  vlt^'a, 
novit  Jacobum  Ballard  xij  an7as,  et  parte??*  'Ream  circite?'  v  anwos  / 
Exa??iiwato  sup^'r  allegacione  &c,  Dicit  in  yirtute  Jura??ze?iti  sui  p?'estiti  / 
that,  by  the  report,  this  Deponent  hard  that  Mariage  shuld  be  Solempnized 
betwene  the  said  James  and  Anne,  Libellate,  at  an  inconvenient  tyme  of 
night,  apon  the  twelf  even,  bie  the  Curate  there,  caUid  Sii  Roger  Blakey. 
And  further  he  saieth  that  he  hard  the  said  James,  within  iiij"''  daies  after 
he  had  maried  the  said  Anne,  say  that  he  was  intised  therto  by  the  said 
Anne;  and  saies  it  shalbe  v  yeres,  com7?2e  the  xij*'^  even  next,  sins  the 
said  mariage ;  and  that  he  is  not  yet  xvij  yeres  old,  to  this  deponentes 
Judgment,  who  hath  knowne  the  said  James  longe,  and  is  well  acquainted 
wzth  hym.  And  further  he  saieth,  that  the  said  James  declarid  to  this 
deponent,  at  Sundry  tymes,  that  he  wold  neuer  have  the  said  Anne  to  his 
wief ;  and  as  far  as  this  depone?it  cold  eue?*  perceyve,  he  hath  bene  of  that 
mynd  eue?'  sins  this  Deponent  eue?'  talkid  wzth  hym  concerninge  the  said 
mariage  /  and  he  saies  that  the  said  James  and  Anne  neue?'  cohcA^ited 
together,  nor  kept  Companie,  thone  with  other,  sins  the  said  tyme.  Eed- 
dendo  rac/one??i  sui  dic^i,  he  saieth,  that  he  is  neibowr  to  the  said  James 
and  his  frendes,  and  is  akin  (as  he  thinker)  afar  of,  to  the  said  James, 
but  he  knowz'th  not  in  what  degre  /  and  therfore  he  hath  knowne  James 
mynd  and  his  doinges  in  this  matter,  from  tyme  to  tyme. 

^Barnard  Pa?'ker,  etat/s  xxiiij  anworwm  et  vlt7'«,  novit  p«7*te7?i  actnce??* 
xij  annis,  et  parte??*  rea??*  simihYer.  ^xaminatus  &c  quoad  Ma^rimonmm 
&c,  concordat  in  o??i7iibus  et  per  07?2ma  cum  Johanne  Smith,  preconteste 
suo  ;  et  Dicit,  qiiod  audivit,  ex  relacione  alior?i??i,  provt  ceteri  testes  depo- 
suerunt  quoad  hyjusmodi  Allegacione??* ;  et  ahYer  nescit  deponej'e,  &c. 

1  leaf  250. 

^  A  market  town  and  township,  now  with  railway  station,  in  the  parish  of  Whalley, 
N.E.  Lancashire,  on  an  affluent  of  the  Calder,  near  the  Liverpool  and  Leeds  Canal, 
26  miles  N.  of  Manchester,  and  204  N.AV.  of  London  :  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity, 
and  as  early  as  the  14th  cent,  was  a  seat  of  the  woollen  manufacture. — Bartholomew. 

2  leaf  250,  back. 
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^ Exa??^i?^acio^^es  testiu??i  supe?- allegac^o?^e  exhibita  ex  pf^?*te  Jacobi 
Ballard  contra  Jaiia??^^  Holden,  capte  cora??i  mar/istro  Cane, 
die  at  Anwo  pred^d^s  /     [22  Nov.  1565.     leaf  250,  back.] 

Barnardus  Emmot,  p«?*ochee  de  Colne,  etaU's  xxiij  annoimm,  novit 
partem  Rctricem  ab  infancy ;  et  paf te??i  [rea??i]  now  novit  sed  de  facie  / 
Interroga^o  &c,  This  depone?it  saieth,  that  the  said  James  Ballard  was 
Maried  in  the  night  season,  de  facto,  betwene  iiij*""  and  x  of  the  Clock, 
apon  the  xij*"*  even,  or  xij  daie  at  nyght,  which  shalbe  v  yeres,  come  the 
said  tyme  next,  the  said  James  beynge  at  that  tyme  vnder  thage  of  xij 
yeres ;  and  the  said  Jane  beyng  a  bigge  damsell  &  mariageable  the  same 
tyme,  by  one  Sir  Roger  Blakey,  then  curate  of  Colne  /  InterYogato  de 
ratificaciOTie,  &c.  This  deponent  saieth,  that  euer  sithence,  the  said  James 
hath  dwellid  and  continued  w^'th  his  vncle  Cliristohv  Hartley,  at  Wooller 
[or  Wwller]  ;  and  the  said  Anne  hath  remayned  far  from  that  place  :  this 
deponent  well  knowes  not  where  /  And  further  he  sales,  that  the  said 
James  hath  declared  to  this  deponeTit  sundry  tymes,  that  he  wold  neu«* 
take  the  said  Anne  to  his  wief ;  &  forther  declared,  hovve  he  was  entysed, 
Without  consent  of  any  of  his  frende^,  to  say  &  do,  he  cold  not  tell  what. 
and  therfore  this  depone?it  thinkes  the  Mariage  was  neue?*  ratified  betwene 
them  /  now  est  doctt^,  non  consan guineus,  noii  aSinis  &c ;  but  he  sales 
he  is  a  neybot^r,  &  knowes  all  the  p?-emises  to  be  true. 

^Chris^opherus  Hartley,  parochze  de  Colne,  etatis  xxix  an7torw?)i  . .  . 
concordat  in  oinnihus  et  pe?*  07?mia  cu7?i  Barnardo  Emmot  .  .  .  Et  red- 
dendo, dicit,  that  he  hath  dwellid  this  v  yeres  in  Wwller,  where  the  said 
James  hath  dwellid,  and  knowes  the  said  James  hath  still  dwellid  with 
his  vncle  there,  and  yet  this  deponent  neue?*  sawe  the  said  Anno  in  the 
said  Towne,  nor  neuer  knewe  of  her  beinge  there  / 

27.    William  Stanley  v.  Anne  Stanley  (born  Button), 
(he  12  at  marriage,  she  10). 

*  Exawii/iacio  testiu7)i  super  lihello  ex  parte  WilleZ?m  Stanley  oblatr;,  capta 
coT3im  magistro  Roberto  Leche,  Die  et  an?io  predidis.  (22  Nov.  1565.) 

Rogerus  Polle,  paroch/e  de  Estam,*^  etatw  xxvj  annorwTW,  norit  p«?•te«^ 
actrtc«m  a  pugrtcia,  et  Aim&ni  Button  a  Ma^rimonio.     Examinatw«  super 

»  leaf  268. 

3  She  was  cald  Anna  in  the  first  Depositions :  see  last  paffe,  and  page  45. 

»  leaf  258,  back.  *  leaf  251,  back  (PiccoiH)^  No.  124). 

*  Eastbana,  a  parish  in  the  higher  divlHion  of  the  hundred  of  Wirrall,  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Chester,  5  miles  N.E.  of  Great  Nestou,  and  9  N.W.  of  Chester.— 
Hamilton. 
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allegaciowe  &c,  Dicit,  that  he  was  p?*esent  when  Mariage  was  had  and 
Solenipnized  betwene  the  pc/rties  Libellate,  at  a  Chapell  at  Hatton,^  in 
the  Christmas  tyme,  five  yeres  comme  Ghristm^B  next ;  tlie  said  Wi/Z^anl 
beinge  at  that  tyme  about  thage  of  xij  yeres,  or  thereabout,  as  this 
Depoue^it  hard  his  mow^er,  S/r  Rowland  Stanley,  report  at  the  same  tyme  ; 
and  the  said  Anne  was  about  thage  of  x  yeres,  to  this  Depone^ites  Judg- 
Tuentj  at  the  same  tyme  /  and  he  saies  he  thinkes  the  said  Wi//mm  is  nowe 
mucli  about  xvij  yeres  old.  Iwiaiiogatus  de  carnal/'  Copula,  coh«/>itac/o7ie, 
et  ratificacio72e  hmusmodi  Ma^rimo7«ij  &c.  This  Deponent  saieth,  that  to 
his  Knoledge,  beynge  household  seruazmt  &  attendaunt  vpon  S^r  Rowland 
Stanley,  father  to  the  said  Wilk'am,  he  thinkes  ther  was  neuer  carnall  act 
betwene  them.  Reddendo;  raceone?/^  scien^e'e  sue  huiusmodi,  This  depoTZ- 
eni  saieth,  they  neuer  dwellid  together,  nor  neuer  came  together,  but  on 
gestwise ;  and  for  the  said  Wi//^«m  hath  for  the  most  parte  bene,  sins 
the  said  Mariage,  bene  at  Lathum,^  at  schole  there,  and  in  Service  w/th 
therle  of  Derby,  and  remaynid  there  for  the  most  pa?'te.  And  the  said 
Anne  hath  dwellid  at  hom??2e  wzth  her  father,  or  els-where  out  of  the 
company  of  tha  said  William.  ^And  further,  this  depone7^t  sais,  he  hath 
hard  the  said  William  diue?*se  tymes  say  he  wold  not  take  her  as  his 
wieff;  wherby  he  verely  thinke**  the  Mariage  was  neuer  consum?Jiate 
betwene  them  / 

Oliverus  Totty,  pai'ochz'e  de  Sancta,  Maria,  civitatis  Cestr^e,  etatz's 
1  anTiorwm,  noi7*t  parte^^i  actn'cem  ab  infancia,  et  partem  [ream]  a  te??^- 
pore  Ma^rimonij  &c.  Exa??ii/iato  super  allegaczo?ze  &c,  This  Depone7^t 
saies,  that  he  was  p?'esent  at  the  IMariage  betwene  the  pa?-ties  libellate,  in 
a  chapell  at  Hatton  Hall,  in  CUristmaiB,  tyme,  w7i*cli  shalbe  v  yeres  at 
CJmstmeiS  next  ensuynge ;  the  said  William  beinge  at  [the]  tyme,  som- 
what  above  xij  yeres  old,  and  vnder  thirtene,  as  he  well  knowes,  biecause 
this  depone/it  hath  knowne  hym  from  his  infancy,  and  the  said  Anne, 
as  he  thinkes,  was  much  about  thage  of  x  yeres,  in  his  iudgment  /  Inter- 
wgatus  de  cohabitsieione,  carnali  copula  &c.  This  depone?it  sais,  that  the 
said  William  hath  bene  at  Schole  at  Lathum,^  w?'th  one  Doctowr  Standish, 
and  with  therle  of  Derby  in  Service,  for  the  most  parte,  sins  tyme  of  the 
said  Mariage;  and  the  said  Anne  hath  bene  sep«?-atid  from  the  said 
William,  in  such  places  as  her  father  hath  appointed  her ;  and  they  haue 
neuer  comine  together,  but  on  gestwise,  sins  the  same  tyme.  and  he  well 
knowes  they  have  neuer  Lyen  together;  wherby  he  verely  thinkes  the 

^  In  Waverton  parish,  "W.  Cheshire,  6  miles  W.  of  Tarporley. 

2  Lathom,  in  Lancashire,  parish  of  Ormskirk. 

^  leaf  252.     See  an  abstract  of  this  Stanley  case,  in  one  of  Mr.  Irvine's  books. 
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Mariage  was  neuer  consuni?7iate   betwene   them   by  carnall  act,  or  any 
other  Lawf ull  Meanes  / 

^Oliverus  Tarleton,  parochie  de  Estham,  QidXis  Ixvj  smnovum,  novit 
pa?*tewi  di.Q.iricem  a  pue?*icia,  et  ^ariQin  Rea??!  iiij"""  anwis  et  \\ira.  Exa7?ii- 
wato  super  allegaciowe  &c,  This  Depone/it  saieth,  that  he  came  to  Hatton 
Hall  w/thin  two  daies  next  after  that, — as  he  hard  it  reportid  by  diuerso 
worshipful!  and  others,  that  were  present  at  the  said  Mariage, — that 
Mariage  was  Solempnized  betwene  the  parties  Libellate,  in  a  chappell 
there,  in  Christmas  tyme,  which  shalbe  v  yeres  ago,  com?ne  Christma3 
next;  the  said  William  beinge  the  same  tyme  vnder^  thage  of  xiij  yeres ; 
and  the  said  Anne,  to  this  deponewtes  Judgment,  was  much  about  thage 
of  xij  yeres.  Interroga^t^  &c.  This  depone;it  saies,  that  the  said  parties 
have  euer  dwellid  in  sonder,  sins  tyme  of  the  said  Mariage ;  for  the  said 
William  hath  bene,  for  the  most,  at  Schole  and  in  Service,  at  Lathum ; 
and  the  said  Anne  hath  bene  at  her  fathers  appointment.  Et  quoad  cetera, 
concordat  cmn  Eoberto  []  Olivero]  Totty,  p?-econteste  suo  / 


§  2.     RATIFICATIO:tiS. 

1.     John  Starkie  and  Alice  Dutton.^     Depositions  as  to 
the  parties' ages :  both  now  14;  married  at  10. 

Depositions  of  1.  the  Man  who  fetcht  the  Midwives  to  the  boy's  Mother  ;  2.  a  Mid- 
wife, the  Boy's  Nurse  ;  3.  the  Girl's  two  Nurses. 

*Exami«acio  testium  supra  ratificaczowe  matrimonii  inter  Johannem 
Starkie,  generoswm,  et  Aliciam  Button,  capta  corawi  magistio  Roberto 
Leche,  &c,  iij"  die  februarii,  1561. 

Henricus  Boswell,  parochie  de  Wrenburie,^  vbi  moraTi^,  trax/t  xxx** 
anwos,  novit  Johawwem  Starkie,  generosMm,  a  na.tivitatQ  sua,  et  Alicia??! 
Button  nunquam  vidit  ysque  in  istum  diem.  Exa7?uwatws  de  etate  Jo- 
hannis  Starkie,  re«^ondet  in  yirtute  iMmmenii  sui,  that  tlie  said  John) 
Starkie  is  xiiij  yeres  of  age,  and  as  muche  as  sins  Whitsonday-Monday 
last  past.  Interrogato  de  cazwa  scien^/e  sue  huimmodi  /  This  deponent 
sais,  that  he  dwellid  wtth  James  Starkie,  beynge  father  vnto  the  said 
Johfl  Starkie ;  and,  at  tyme  of  the  birtho  of  the  said  John  Starkie,  went 

*  leaf  262,  back.  '  MS.  beinge  vndor. 

*  The  parents  being  gentlefolk,  the  Ratification  was  doubtless  made  to  prevent 
any  question  rising  as  to  the  heirship  to  the  family  property. 

<  leaf  24  (Piccope'i  No.  12). 

*  Wrenbury,  a  parish,  township,  and  village  (now  with  a  railway  station),  in 
Cheshire  ;  the  village,  on  the  river  Weaver,  6  miles  S.W.  of  Nantwich. 
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to  fetche  midwyves  vnto  the  mother  of  the  said  John  Starkie,  which,  did 
beyre  the  said  John  Starkie  within  the  parishe  of  Bu7ihurye,^  at  a  house 
of  James  Starkies,  beynge  in  Terton,^  then  beynge  tenawnt  vnto  Sir 
Laurence  Smythe,  knight,  and  the  said  John  Starkie  was  christned  the 
xv**^  day  of  June  in  the  yere  of  OMr  lord  god,  a  Thousand,  fyve  hundrethe, 
fortie  and  sixe ;  as,  bie  bill  exhibitid  bie  this  deponeyzt,  doth  more 
plainelie  appere  recordid  in  the  registie  boke  within  the  parishe  of 
Buwburye  /  and  as  for  the  age  of  the  woman,  this  depone7it  knowes 

not 

Elena  Wilbram,  parochie  de  Buwburye,  etati's  xl  anworM77i,  novit 
Johannem.  Starkie  a  natiuitatef  et  Alicia?^  Dutton  non  novit  vsqwe  in 
istu?7^  diein.  Exawiwatrt  supra  etate  Johannis  Starkie,  res^^ondet  in  vir- 
tute  Juvamenti  sui,  that  the  said  John  Starkie  is  xiiij*®"®  yeres  old,  and  as 
muche  as  sins  Whitsonmonday  last  past.  [Interrogata]  de  ca.usa  science 
sue  huiusmodi  /  This  deponer^t  [sais  that  she]  ^was  sent  for  to  be  nurse 
vnto  the  said  John,  and  was  bye  at  his  birthe,  at  the  house  callid  the 
Hall  of  Holgreve,*  within  the  parishe  of  Bunburie,  the  father  of  the  said 
Johii  beynge  then  tenawnt  vnto  Sir  Laurence  Smithe.  and  this  depone?2t 
was  present  at  the  christninge  of  the  said  John  in  the  pa?-ishe  churche  of 
Buwburye,  at  the  same  tyme  as  before  she  hathe  deposed  / 

Katarina  Kirfote,  parochie  de  Wauerton,  ibidem  morans,  traxit  per 
spaciu?7i  xx'  annovum,  etatis  circiter  xl  anTios,  novit  Johanneioi  Starkie  a 
Tnatvimonio,  yidelicet,  ad  iiij"""  an?ios  elapsos  circiter  festu??^  l^atiuitaiis 
doTTimi,  in  domo  ha&itaczo/ds  ^adiulphi  Dutton  de  Hatton,  aimigeri. 
Exami/iata  supra  etate  Johannis  Starkie  tunc  temporis,  Dicit  quod  fuit 
circiter  x""*"  sue  etatis  annuw,  eodem  te??ipore  /  Exa??ii7iata  sup?'a  etate 
Alicie  Dutton,  dicit,  that  she  is  xiiij*^"^  yere  old,  and  asmuche  as  sins 
Alhalowtide  last,  reddenda  racionem  sui  dic^i,  she  saies  that  she  was 
p?'esent  at  her  birthe,  and  gave  her  first  sucke ;  and  after  that,  was 
present  at  her  christninge  in  the  parishe  church  of  Waverton ;  and 
therbie  she  knowes  verylie  that  she  is  of  the  same  age.  and  as  for  the 
age  of  John  Starkie,  she  knowes  not  perfittlie,  biecause  she  was  not 
present  at  his  birthe 

Margeria  Coke,  pa?*ochie  de  Tatnall,  vbi  morans,  traxit  xj™  annos, 

^  Bunbury,  a  parish  and  township  in  W.  Cheshire,  3^  miles  S.E.  of  Tarporley,  8 
N.W.  of  Nantwich. 

2  Turton  is  a  town  and  township,  in  the  parish  of  Bolton -le-Moors,  S.E.  Lanca- 
shire, 4  miles  N.  of  Bolton,  by  rail ;  but  Mr.  Price  says  Terton  here  must  be  intended 
for  Tiverton,  a  township  in  the  parish  of  Bunbury,  Cheshire  :  it  evidently  is  so. 

3  leaf  24,  back. 

*  Not  mentiond  under  Bunbury  in  the  present  Post  Office  Directory,  Kelly's. 
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etatiV  circiter  xxxiij  anTios,  noye't  Johawiem  Starkie  a  mah'imo?u'o ;  but 
howe  longe  the  mariage  was  sins,  she  knowes  not  [as  she]  was  not  p?-esent 
at  hit.  Exa7?2iwata  de  etate  Alicie  Button,  dicit,  that  she  is  at  this 
present,  xiiij  yere  old,  and  asmuche  as  sins  Alholloweday  last,  reddendr^ 
rac^ne;?j  sui  dzc^i,  she  sais  that  she  was  not  present  at  her  birthe,  but 
^slie  sais  she  came  within  two  daies  after  she  was  borne,  and  enquired 
the  day  of  her  birthe ;  and  was  sent  for  to  her  father.  Master  Rafe 
Buttons  house,  where  she  nursid  the  same  m^s^res  Alicie  Button ;  wherbie 
she  knowes  her  age  pe^'fittlie.  And  as  for  the  age  of  John  Starkie,  she 
sais  she  knowes  not,  biecause  she  was  not  p?'esent  at  his  birthe 

2.    Elizabeth  Culcheth  and  Kafe  Culcheth,  a.d.  1562. 

(She  had  4  Children  by  him.) 
2  Elizabeth  Culcheth  deposes  '  that  Rafe  Culcheth  and  she  were  maried 
together  in  the  pa?yshe  churche  of  Eccleston,'^  when  *  she  was  but  a  child, 
and  the  said  Rafe  but  a  child.'  Then  she  seems  to  contradict  flatly  her 
first  statement  as  to  the  place  of  marriage,  saying  "but  she  Avel  remembers 
that  she  was  maried  out  of  Eccleston,^  [in]  Master  Boctowr  Piers  Brad- 
shawe  house.  &  the  said  Boctowr  Bradshawe  maried  them."  Further 
"she  thinkes  the  said  mariage  to  be  good  and  effectuall;  neuertheles  she 
knowes  not  what  age  the  said  Rafe  was  of  at  the  tyme  of  the  solempniza- 
cion  of  the  said  mariage ;  but  this  she  sais,  that  the  said  Rafe  had  iiij"*^ 
children  gotten  in  lawfull  marriage,  bie  this  resjwndent,  after  he  came  to 
ripe  age ;  &  that  was  token  of  cowsent,  in  this  re^;/wndentes  iudgme?it. 
.  .  .  she  sais  she  is  of  the  paryshe  of  Bolton  of  tha  diocese  of  Chester." 

3.   Thos.  Wicksted  (16-17,  married  at  9-10),  and  Ellen 
Wicksted  (15-16,  born  Ball,  married  at  8-9)/ 

*Exa7»inacio  testiu?^  super  Ratificaciowe??!  ma^rimonij  inter  Tho7?ia77i 
Wicksted  et  Elena??*  Wicksted,  ah'as  Ball,  eiws  vxore??i,  capta  cora^rt 
magistvo  Roberto  Leche,  in  Ijcgihua  bacca/aw?'eo,  xij°  Bie  Maij, 
1563°. 

»  leaf  25.  «  leaf  64,  back  (Piccope's  No.  27). 

^  No  doubt  Eccleston  in  Lancashire,  on  the  river  Yarrow,  4^  miles  W.  of  Chorley ; 
not  the  Eccleston  near  Chester.  (The  township  of  Eccleston  is  in  Prescot  parish,  N. 
liancashire,  now  partly  in  the  town  of  Prescot,  but  mostly  in  the  municipal  borough 
of  St.  Helens.  In  N.  Lancasliiro  are  also  the  townships  of  Great  Eccleston  (in  tho 
parish  of  St.  Michael  on  Wyre.  5^  miles  S.W.  of  Garstaug),  and  Little  Eccleston  with 
Larhreck,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkham,  6  miles  N.E.  of  Kirlcham.)— Bartholomew. 

*  No  doubt  the  families  of  the  mrties  were  landed  folk,  and  wisht  the  RatiQcation 
to  be  on  the  Records  of  the  Bishop  s  Court. 

»  leaf  125,  back  (Piccoiw's  No.  65). 
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[  Unsignd  shp  stuck  into  the  Deposition-book  .•] 
"  To  the  ryght  worsliipfull  master  Chavncelar  of  Chester. 

"  My  dewtye  moaste  humblye  p?-emised,  thys  shalbe  to  certyfye  your 
mastershippe,  that  I  Wylliam  Beddow,  curat  at  Merburye,^  did  solemnise 
matrimonye  betwixte  Thomas  Wycsted,  this  bearer,  and  Elyne,  the 
doughter  of  Thomas  Baulle  of  Biclaye,^  in  the  p?-esence  of  a  great  multy- 
tude  of  people,  the  syxte  daye  of  June,  in  the  yere  of  oure  Lorde  god,  A 
thousand  fyve  hundred  fyftye  and  fyve  "  / 

[Depositions^ 

Joanna  Ball,  mater  Elene  Ball,  se  Jurata  medio  eius  Juramewto,  sales, 
the  mariage  was  solempnizate  betwix  Thomas  Wicksted  and  Eleine  Ball, 
her  doughter,  about  Midsomer  seven  yere,  comme  the  tyme, — the  said 
Thomas  beynge,  at  the  tyme  of  the  said  marriage,  about  the  age  of  x,  and 
the  said  Eleine  about  thage  of  ix  yeres  old, — in  the  Chappell  of  Marbury, 
bie  Sir  WiZZ/'am  Bedoe,  Curate  there,  at  due  tyme  of  the  day,  the  banes 
beyng  Lawfully  askid :  presentibws  tunc  ibic^em,  Christoiero  Holford 
generoso,  Margareta  eiws  Yxore,  Johanne  Gravenot^r,  generoso,  et  Alicia 
eius  Yxore,  cum  alijs.  and  forther  she  sales,  the  said  Thomas  is,  at  this 
present,  above  xvj,  and  the  said  Eleine  above  xv*^°®  yeres  old 

(The  facts  stated  above  are,  with  slight  variations,  also  deposed  by 
John  Wicksted  of  Marbury,  aged  40  and  upwards;  Thomas  Donne  of 
Marbury,  aged  33 ;  and  Thomas  Golburne  of  Bickley  in  the  parish  of 
Malpas,  aged  50  and  upwards,  tho'  the  last-named  didn't  know  the 
children's  ages  at  their  marriage,  or  the  boy's  age  on  May  12,  1563.) 

§  3.   EESTITUTION   OF   CONJUGAL  RIGHTS. 

Child-Marriage,  but  of  lawful  age.     Suit  for  Kestitution  of  Conjugal  Rights. 

Margaret  Stanley  v.  Thomas  Stanley.    She  1 6  at  marriage  ; 
he  14-15.     She  starvd  by  his  Parents. 

^Exa??^^7^acio  testium  in  causa  restituc^07^is  supe7'  "Libello  ex  parte  Mar- 
garete  Stanley,  contra  Thomam  Stanley,  eiws  virum,  oblato,  capta 
cora77z  magistio  Roberto  Leche,  die  et  anno  "predictis  j  [19  IsTov. 
1562.] 

^  Marbury,  a  parish  and  village  in  Cheshire,  7  miles  S."W.  of  Nantwich.  (The 
township  of  Marbury  is  in  Great  Budworth  parish,  Cheshire,  on  the  Grand  Truuk 
Canal,  1^  miles  N.  of  Northwich. ) 

^  Bickley,  a  township  in  the  parish  (and  3  miles  N.E.)  of  Malpas,  "W.  Cheshire. 

5  leaf  95,  back  (Piccope's  No.  44). 
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Rogerus  Isherwod,  paroch/e  de  Blagburne,i  etaU'6'  Ix  anworwwi  et 
vltra,  novit  p«vtes  a  puericiis.  Exa7?ii?iatws  super  sum??iaria  peticiowe  ex 
parte  partz's  actn'ce's  oblatrt  /  Dicit,  in  \irtute  JuTamenti  sui,  that  Mar- 
garet Stanley  he  knowis  well,  and  Thomas  Stanley ;  that  they  dwell  in 
Blagburne  pa7*ish,  the  said  Margaret  in  a  towne  callid  Pleddington,^  &  the 
said  Thomas  in  a  towne  callid  Mellowr,^  a  mile  asonder,  or  there-about. 
and  forther  he  sais,  the  said  Margaret  &  Thomas  were  maried  both 
together  in  Blagburne  Church,  by  a  priest  servinge  there  as  vicar  or 
Curate :  the  name  of  the  pr^est,  he  knowis  not,  biecause  ther  were  iij  or 
iiij"""  that  tyme  /  and  the  mariage  was  about  Martimas  or  Michaelmas, 
like  xiij  or  xiiij  yeres  ago,  in  the  presence  of  Siv  John  Sothworth  and 
many  other  geuilemen  mo,  &  yoman  to  the  nomber  of  a  hundreth,  apon 
a  workday,  about  x'  of  Clock  afore  None,  this  deponewt  beynge  p?'esent 
at  the  mariage,  and  bid  to  it,  and  to  the  dinner,  w/w'ch  was  in  Peirs 
Stanley,  father  to  the  said  Thomas,  in  Mellowr  aforsaid.  and  forther, 
tliis  depone?2t  sales,  by  Yertue  of  his  oth,  that  Thomas  Stanley,  at  the 
tyme  of  the  mariage,  was  elder  then  the  said  Margaret ;  and  she,  at  that 
tyme,  was  xvj  yeres  old.  reddendo  Tacionem  sui  dicti,  he  sais,  for 
;Ma?'garet  Stanley  her  age,  this  depone?it  knowes  it  well,  biecause  he  hath 
a  doughter  borne  the  same  weke  that  she  was,  callid  Anne ;  and  he  hard 
it  recknid  at  the  tyme  of  the  makings  vp  of  the  mariage  amonges  ther 
frendes,  that  Thomas  Stanley  was  elder,  for  he  was  mariageable,  and  a 
cleane  striplinge,  and  knew  what  Love  ment,  as  it  semid  bie  his  stature, 
and  by  suche  Clippinge  and  kissinge  as  this  deponent  hath  sene  betwene 
the  parties  before  they  were  maried.  and  forther,  he  sales,  that  the  two 
parties  did  cohabit  and  dwell  together  in  the  house  of  Peirs  Stanley, 
father  to  the  said  Thomas,  a  yere  and  a  half,  &  somwhat  more;  and,  '^to 
their  neighbowrs  Judgment,  delt  quietly  &  lovingly  together,  as  man  and 
wief,  beynge  suche  young  Cowples  as  they  were.  &  forther,  this  depone7it 
sales,  that  lie  hath  hard  say  they  were  separated  before  the  pa7*son  of 
Bury  ;  but  he  hath  no  certenty  therof ;  but  he  thinke*'  they  have  no  good 
))roof  therof,  nor  good  cause  of  separacton,  consideringe  the  p7*emisses. 
And  forther  lie  sales,  the  said  Thomas  and  Ma?'garet  wold  yet  agre,  and 
love  either  other,  were  it  not  the  mother  of  the  said  Tho?was,  who  was  a 
Btraite  woman,  at  that  tyme,  to  the  said  Margaret ;  and,  afure  the  said 

*  Black bnrn,  now  a  big  borough  in  N.E.  Lancashire,  9  miles  E.  of  Preston,  and 
210  miles  N.W.  of  liondon  by  rail. 

'■'  Plewington,  a  townsljin,  and  village  (now  with  railway  station),  in  the  parish 
(and  3  milcH  S.W.)  of  Blackburn,  N.E.  Ijancashiro. 

=»  Mellor,  in  the  parish  (and  24  miles  N.W.)  of  Blackburn,  N.E.  Lancashire. 
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33ivorce,  did  not  allowe  her  meate  and  drink  sufficient,  in  somucli  tliat 
Ma?'garetes  father  gave  her  meate,  as  bred,  cheese,  &  other  victualler, 
w/iich  she  for  a  tyme  kept  lockt  in  thQ  chest,  till  they,  beyng  ware  of  it, 
convaid  the  kay  away  from  her,  &  so  toke  away  her  victualler,  and  fell 
worse  out  with  her,  that  her  father  was  faine  to  fetch  her  home,  for  feare 
she  shuld  be  Clem??iid  [starvd].  and  moreouer  he  sales,  that  Peirs 
\that  is,  Thomas]  hath  euer  sins  that  tyme  kept  hymself  sole  &  vnmaried, 
and  so  hath  the  said  Ma?'garet,  who  neuer  consentid  to  the  said  divorce. 

Georgius  Cowburne,  p«?-ochte  de  Blagburne,  etatis  Ixx  anworwwi, 
now't  parte??i  actnce7?i  xxx'  annos,  et  partem  Team  xxj  any^os.  Exa??2i7zat?^.s' 
super  allegsicionein  &c.  This  depone?it  sales,  that  Ma7'garet  Stanley  and 
Thomas  Stanley,  he  knowis  well,  and  was  present  at  ther  mariage  and 
bridall  in  the  pa?'ish  church  of  Blagburne,  one  a  work-day,  in  the  presence 
of  Szr  John)  Sothworth  &  many  other  mo;  but  howe  long  sins,  this 
deponewt  dois  not  well  remembre ;  nor  the  p?*iestes  name  he  knowes  not, 
biecause  ther  was  iij  or  iiij*""  p?'estes  servinge  then  in  Blagburne ;  the  said 
Margaret  beynge,  at  that  tyme,  above  the  age  of  x^g'  yeres,  and  the  said 
Thomas,  bie  the  sayeng  of  frendes,  was  somwhat  elder,  and  their  ages 
he  knowes  well,  biecause  he  hath  a  child  callid  Rafe,  v\'^thin  iij  daies  of 
the  age  of  the  said  Ma?'garet :  &  Thomas  age  he  knowes  well,  biecause  he 
is  a  nere  naybo?fr  vnto  hym.  and  forther,  this  deponent  sais,  that  the  said 
Tho??zas  and  Ma?'garet  dwellid,  after  the  said  mariage,  almost  ij**  yeres 
w^th  Peiers  Stanley,  father  to  the  said  Thomas,  and  were  taken  and 
reputid  in  all  the  Contry  there  as  man  and  wief,  and  vsed  them-selves  as 
Lovingly  and  as  familerly  together  as  any  two  such  younge  Cowples  cold 
do,  till  the  father  &  [:=  or]  mother,  or  both,  of  the  said  Peirs  [that  is, 
Thomas]  beynge  a  heady  follk  [over  foman  struck  out]  toke  a  folish  opinion 
against  her,  that  they  almost  clemmid  her  for  default  of  meate,  as  this 
deponent  hath  hard  say  bie  the  neigbowrer  there,  and  when  her  father 
•gave  her  a  chest  and  victualler  in  it,  they,  amonges  them,  stale  the  kay 
away  from  her;  ^and  her  father  seyng  that,  toke  her  home  to  hym,  where 
sins  she  hath  lyved,  sole  &  vnmaried ;  and  so  likewise  the  said  Peirs  [that 
is,  Thomas]  hath  done,  and,  as  this  deponent  hath  hard  say,  that  they 
were  divorcid  before  the  parson  of  Bury ;  but  he  thinker  they  have  no 
good  profe  that  the  divorce  is  Lawfull  / 

Laurencius  Walmesley,  paroch^'e  de  Blagburne,  etatzr  xt  aimorw??2, 
noyzt  partem  actricem  ab  infancia,  et  pa?-tem  ream  xx  an??os  et  vltra  / 
[confirms  the  two  former  deponents,  and  then  varies  slightly,  saying  that 
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the  young  maried  folk]  "  he  knowes  certenly  lyved  together,  and  vsed 
either  other  as  man  and  wief  shulde  do.  and  this  depone?2t  hath  sene 
them  at  the  said  Peter  Stanleys  house  many  tymes,  beyng  their  nere 
neigbowr;  and  they  were  reputid  and  com??2only  taken  for  man  &  wief 
through-out  the  hole  Cuntry,  till  after  the  father  &  mother  of  the  said 
Thomas  cast  a  dislove  vnto  the  said  M(27'garet,  and,  bie  the  report  of  the 
neighboz^res,  almost  famished  her  for  want  of  meate ;  in  somuch  that  her 
father  toke  her  home  to  hym,  where  she  hath  euer  sins  remayned,  sole 
and  vnmaried ;  and  so  likewise  the  said  Thomas  hath  done,  and  for  the 
divorce  that  shuld  be  betweene  them,  he  saies  he  cannot  depose  of,  bie- 
cause  he  knowes  nothing  of  it;  but  as  he  hath  hard  say,  they  were 
divorcid  before  the  pa?'Son  of  Bury,  but  what  was  the  cause,  this 
deponewt  knowes  not ;  but  he  thinkes  the  said  Margaret  neuer  consentid 
to  the  said  divorce  /  "  [No  such  pretended  Divorce  could  be  legal,  though 
it  might  be  good  as  an  Agreement  for  a  Separation.] 

1  Examiwacio  testiu??i  supe?-  allegaczowem  oblataw  ex  parte 
Ma?'garete  Stanley,  contra  Thomam  Stanley,  capta  cora?7i 
magistvo  Robe?-to  Leche,  die  et  an7io  ^rediictis  [2  December, 
1562]. 

Georgius  Wadington,  etatis  circiter  Ix  ^nnovum  .  .  .  dicit,  that  he 
was  present  in  the  parish  church  of  Blagburne,  when  Thomas  Stanley  and 
Margaret  Stanley  were  maried  together  bie  a  prest  that  servid  there,  in 
the  presence  of  xl  persons  &  mo,  at  a  convenient  tyme  of  day,  the  same 
;Ma7*giiret  at  that  tyme  beynge  xvj^  yere  old,  as  he  remembrith,  for  he 
hath  a  doughter  about  the  same  age ;  the  said  Thomas,  to  his  Judgment 
and  thinkings,  beynge  the  same  tyme  above  xiiij  yeres  old,  as  he  cold 
gesse  by  his  stature,  or  more,  and  forther,  this  deponent  saies,  that  the 
said  Thomas  and  Margaret  continued  together  in  one  house  with  the 
father  and  motlier  of  the  said  Thomas,  after  their  sayd  mariage,  a  yere  and 
more  ;  and  that,  to  this  depone/ites  knoledge,  beynge  a  neighbowr  by,  they 
agreid  well  together,  &  lovid  either  other,  for  any  thinge  he  knewe, 
duriiige  the  said  yere.  howe  they  went  asonder,  or  howe  they  did  dis- 
jigrc,  this  deponent  doth  not  well  knowe  / 

*  leaf  103  (Piccope'a  No.  49).  *  ?  xvij  or  xviij  tumd  into  xvj  or  xr. 
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II.    TROTHPLIGHTS. 

1.    Jane  Walkden  v.  Kichard  Lowe.     A  girl  born. 

[A  first  contract  of  Marriage,  followd  by  issue,  invalidates  a  later  Marriage.] 

'^Hesponsiones  pe?'sowales  llicai^di  Lowe  super  cei^tis  [articulis  (MS.  torn 
off)]  sibi  ex  officzo  mero  obiiciend^s,  capte  D[ie  et]  anwo  infrascriptw 
[12  Dec,  1561]. 

This  respondent  sworne  and  Examined,  sais,  bie  vertue  of  his  othe, 
that  he  liathe  drawen  to  the  Companie  of  Jane  Walkden  bie  the  space  of 
iiij'""  yeres ;  and,  bie  reason  this  respondent  was  a  widoe,  cast  his  love  to 
her,  and  promised  her  mariage ;  and  she  likewise  promysed  hym,  secretlie 
betwene  them  self,  and  thereapon  had  carnall  dole  together,  then  Jane 
Walkden  desired  this  resj^ondent  to  make  her  a  promisse  before  witnes ; 
and  so  he  did.  and  beynge  askid  whether  he  had  made  any  promysse  to 
any  other,  afore  he  made  that  promysse  to  her,  he  sais  and  answeris 
*  no ;  but  stode  as  fre  from  all,  as  he  was  the  first  day  he  was  borne.* 
and  forther  he  sais,  he  had  Issue,  a  wenche,  bie  the  said  Jane,  and 
beynge  demaundid  whie  he  maried  her  not,  he  sais  her  Irendes  promysed 
hym  a  pece  of  good,  and  wold  not  performe  hit,  so  that  this  resj^ondent 
was  lothe  to  marrie,  and  not  well  able  to  kepe  her,  except  he  had  had 
that  mariage  good,  and  forther,  he  thinkes  in  his  Conscience,  he  can 
neuer  marie  any  other  but  her,  and  she  hym.  and  this  respondent,  askid 
whether  he  made  any  promesse  after ; — he  sais  he  contract  after  wtth  on 
Ellin  Stones,  and  maried  her;  but  she,  vnderstandinge  the  mariage  is 
vnlawfull,  is  partid  from  hym,  and  refusethe  to  take  hym  as  her  husband, 
and  he  said  he  made  the  contract  with.  Jane  Walkden  thre  quarters  of  a 
yore  before  he  maried  Helen  Stonis.  and  forther  he  saith,  he  is  hartelie 
sorie  that  he  hath  disceyvid  ^them  bo  the;  and  will  do  any  thinge  for  the 
health  of  his  soulle. 

Chrzs^pherus  Aynsworth,  parochie  de  Blagburne,  sworne  and  exawiwed 
apon  a  contract  betwixe  Hichard  Lowe  and  Jane  Walkden,  sais,  bie  vertue 
of  his  othe,  that  'Richard  Lowe  made  a  contract  wz'tli  Jane  Walkden 
about  three  yeres  ago,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent,  Henrie  Cowburne, 
Thomas  Holden,  &  others  in  the  Towne  of  Blagburne,  in  a  house  of 
Thomas  Sharplus ;  and  there  they  two  parties  did  take  ether  other  bie  the 
handz's,  and  plight  their  trouthe,  either  to  ether;  and  they  had  carnall 
dole  together,  and  had  Issue,  a  wenche,  betwixe  them,  yet  lyvinge.     and 

1  leaf  14  (Piccope's  No.  8).  2  jgaf  14,  back. 
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after,  the  said  'Richard  maried  an  old  woman  [Helen  Stonis] ;  which  this 
deponewt  and  all  the  Ciintrie  were  offendid  wz'th  hit,  and  did  thinke  that 
the  said  marriage  was  nought,  &  this  pore  maid  Jane  Walkeden  to  have 
grett  wronge,  biecause  she  is  not  able  to  followe  sute  against  hym. 

2.    Christian  Grimsdiche  v.  John  Smith. 

^  Rec^^:)onsiones  personales  Johannis  Smith  in  csMsa  contract^  sup^  lihello 
ex  parte  Christiaue  Grimsdiche  contra  ipsum  oblato,  coram  magistro 
Eoberto  Leche,  artium  magistio,  et  in  l^egibus  baccaZawreo,  &c,  xv** 
Junij,  Anno  Domini  1562° 

Ad  p?*ima??i  -positionem.  /  This  respondent  sais,  that  he  was  free  from 
mariage;  but  what  CJiristian  Grimsdiche  was,  this  respondent  cannot 
tell;  but  he  sales  that  he  had  no  Communicacion  of  mariage  w/th  her, 
though  the  said  Ch7'istia.n  wold  commuwe  w2-th  this  respondent,  nowe 
&  then,  of  mariage;  but  this  respondent  wold  neuer  graunt  his  Consent 
thervnto  / 

Ad  ij**  ])08itionem,  This  respondent  denieth  that  euer  he  promysed  her 
any  mariage.  et  ad  cetera  contenta  in  dicta.  posiY/one,  res/9ondewt  negat, 
savinge  that  he  sais  he  hath  had  carnall  dole  with  her,  &  kissed  her, 
(lyue7'se  tymes  ;  but  neuer  apon  the  condicion  of  marriage  / 

Ad  iij**  poszVionem,  he  sais,  that  he  hath  lett  Christian  Grimsdiche 
have  a  pece  of  mony ;  and  he  hath  had  of  her  a  sate  [a  sute,  1  MS.]  of 
siluer  and  a  handcheuerchefe.  beynge  askid  what  he  said  at  the  recey  vingo 
of  them,  he  sais,  she  gave  them  to  this  res/;ondent  frely.  beynge  askid, 
what  she  ment  by  gevinge  them,  this  respondent  sais  she  had  a  better 
tliinge  of  hym.  beyng  askid  what :  he  sais  she  had  of  hym,  at  two  or  iij 
tymes,  about  xs.  or  a  ma7-ke.  beynge  askid,  for  what  intent,  this  respond- 
ent gave  80  much  money  to  the  said  Christian,  beynge  but  a  poore  man, 
lie  sais,  because  he  had,  and  wold  have,  to  do  with  her,  &  knewe  her 
Carnally;  &  not  for  that  he  wold  mary  her.  as  for  any  other  token,  he 
sais  ther  was  nan  sent  from  hym,  or  recey vid  from  her,  by  any  messenger, 
as  far  as  he  remembres 

3.  Anne  Yate  (Victualler)  v,  George  Johnson  (married  after). 

^On  18  March,  1562-3, — Oliver  Foxe  deposes  ''that,  to  liis  thinkinge, 
and  for  any  thingo  that  euer  he  knewe,  George  Johnson  and  Anne  Yate 
were  free  from  all  Contract  at  the  tyme  that  they  did  make  a  contract  in 
the  presence  of  this  Deponertt.     and  forther  he  saics,  that,  by  reason  the 
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said  Anne  did  kepe  a  vittaylinge  house,  he  resortid  often  thither,  and 
did,  diuerse  tymes,  before  the  cowtract  made,  com7?zen  and  talke  of 
manage  to  be  made  betwixe  theis  two  parties. 

"  Ad  ij**,  this  Deponent  saies,  that  George  Key,  of  the  pa?'ish  of  Daven- 
ham,  nowe  departid,  did,  apon  a  Thursday,  a  fornight  before  Christmas, 
like  sixe  yeres  ago,  Did  comme  to  the  house  of  Anne  Yate,  and  there  did 
linde  George  Johnson  had  comm?micac/on  of  raariage ;  and  so  concludid 
that  they  shuld  call  witnesses  of  the  contract,  and  thereapon,  this 
Depone7it  was  sent  for,  out  of  his  owne  shop,  to  beare  witnes.  and  when 
he  came  to  the  house,  ther  was  George  Johnson,  Anne  Yate,  George  Kay, 
and  Cicilie  Key,  w^'th  this  depone7z^.  and  before  the  said  George  Kay, 
Cicily,  and  this  deponent,  the  said  George  Johnson  did  take  the  said 
Anne  by  the  hand;  [and]  ^when  they  held  hand  in  hand,  George  Kay 
said,  "  art  thou,  George,  contentid  to  take  Anne  to  thie  wief,  &  so  to  vse 
her  1 "  and  George  Johnson  answerid,  "  Yea,  by  my  faith  and  trowth." 
and  likewise  the  said  George  Kay  said,  ''Anne, art  thou  co?itentid  to  take 
George  Johnson  to  thi  husband,  and  so  to  vse  hym  ? "  and  she  answerid, 
"  Yea,  by  my  faith  and  trouthe."  and  thereupon  they  did  drinke  together ; 
but  he  doth  not  remember  they  kissed.  &  this  contract  was  made  toward 
eveninge  nere  the  fireside,  and  when  they  had  done,  this  depone?it  eate 
a  cowple  of  wodcokes  w^th  them. 

"Ad  iij,  this  deponewt  saies,  that  he  dothe  well  kno  that  the  said  George 
hath  had  out  of.  Anne  Yates  purse,  above  xP,  w/izch  this  deponent  was 
pn'vy  vnto,  w7zich  the  said  Anne  did  Lend  vnto  the  said  George  / 

"  Ad  iiij.  This  Depone?zt  saies,  that  they  were  reputid  and  taken  for 
man  and  wief  amonge  their  neighboured,  reddendo  racionem  sui  dzc^i,  [he] 
saies,  that  George  libellate  did  daylie  and  howrely  vse  the  house ;  and  did 
nightly  Lye  ther;  and  brought  his  dogger,  his  horse,  and  his  hawkes 
thither ;  w/^^'ch  thinges  wold  not  have  bene  suffrid,  but  that  the  parrish 
thought  they  were  man  and  wief  before  God ;  for  they  did  lye  in  one 
house,  and  nothinge  betwix  them  but  a  broken  wall  and  a  paintid 
clothe  /  " 

Cecilea  Key  confirms  the  fact  of  the  Contract,  and  "  saies  that  George 
hathe  sent  Anne  tokens  and  a  le^^re  sins  the  said  Contract;  and  well  she 
remembres  he  send  her  a  Spanish  vj*^.  and  as  for  any  token  gevin  by 
Anne  to  hym,  she  saies  he  had  of  her,  when  he  nedid,  by  xx*  at  once  / 

"  Ad  iiij,  This  depone?^t  saies,  the  neigbotfres  thereabout  did  take  them 
as  man  and  wief,  in  somuche  that  they  have  Laine  together  in  bed,  and  so 
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vsed  them  selfes  as  man  &  wief.  and  forther  she  sales,  George  Johnson  was 
maried  suspiciously,  or  els  he  cold  not  have  bene  marled  there,  without 
banes  askings,  &  not  in  due  tyme,  as  she  thinkes,  fewe  witnes  by  "...  . 

4.    Ellen  Kicroft  v.  Thomas  Snelson.     Banns  askt. 
A  Child  born. 

^Exa??ii72acio  testiu??i  in  Cawsa  contracti  inter  Elenawi  Ricroft,  partem 
SLctricem  ex  vna,  et  Thommn  Snelson,  parte??!  rea?^,  capta  Die  et 
anwo  ^redictis.     [28  May,  1563.] 

'RsLTiulphus  Mainwaringe,  parochze  de  Rostorne,  etatis  Ixvj  amiovum, 
novit  pa?'tes  ab  infanciis  / 

Ad  przmu??i  aiticulmnj  This  deponent  sales,  that  he  neuer  was  p?'e.<?ent 
at  any  wordes  of  Contract  made  or  spoken  betwene  Eleine  and  Tliomas, 
articulate. 

Ad  ij^  articulumy  this  deponewt  sales,  he  did  neuer  carry  any  Tokens 
betwixe  them  hymself,  but  he  hard  say  ther  hath  bene  Tokens  sent 
betwixe  them;  and  this  deponewtes  wief  caried  one  from  Thomas  ^ Snel- 
son to  the  said  EUeine,  which  was  a  xij*^,  on  Midsommer  Even  last  was. 

Ad  iij.  This  deponew^  sales,  that  the  banes  were  askid  betwene  the 
said  Thoiiias  and  Eleine  twise  or  thrise,  and  the  day  of  mariage  set  and 
apointed ;  and  further  sales,  that  Thomas  Snelson,  havinge  gotten  Eleine 
with  Child,  desired  this  deponent  to  take  her  into  his  house  for  a  fortu^- 
night,  and  promysed,  bie  his  faith  and  treuth,  that  within  that  fortnight 
he  wold  marry  her,  for,  in  his  Conscience,  he  cold  marry  no?ze  other ;  or 
els  this  deponewt  wold  not  have  taken  her  to  his  house,  but  that  he 
thought  they  were  man  and  wief  before  God.  and  at  the  fortnight  end, 
he  maried  her  not,  but  toke  her  away  thens ;  and  after  her  deliue?'aunce, 
desired  this  deponent  to  go  with  hym  to  speake  with  her;  and  in  the 
presence  of  this  deponent,  desired  her  to  release  hym,  and  lie  wold  geve 
lier  xx'  nobles,  and  she  answerid  *  she  wold  not ' ;  &  said  *  she  passid 
not  for  his  gooddes,  but  for  hym.'  "  Well,"  quod  the  said  Thomas,  "yf 
thou  will  not  release  me,  I  have  gone  so  far  with  my  frendes  in  talk  with 
an  other  woman,  that  it  is  best  for  you  to  get  out  a  Citacion,  and  call  me 
before  the  Ordinary."  and  she  said,  "I  am  a  8erua?«it,  and  cannot 
foUowo  the  I^we."  "Well,"  quod  the  said  Thomas,  "then  I  will"; 
and  80  procurid  out  a  Citacion  against  hym-solf,  paid  for  it,  and  convaide 
it  to  lier  frendes  &c.  &  further  he  saies  *  the  child  was  got  ij°  yeres  after 
the  bnnes  were  askid '  / 

1  leaf  181,  back  (Piccope's  No.  C9).        >  leaf  182.        '  so,  or  '  im '  in  MS. 
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Alicia  Manwaringe,  parochze  de  Rostorne,  etates  t  anwor«m,  novit  partes 
xvj  anrtis. 

Ad  pnmu77i  ar^^cwlu??^,  This  deponent  saies,  she  was  not  p?-e5ent  at 
any  solempne  Contract  made  betwene  the  jjarties  articulate;  but  she 
saieth,  that  the  said  Thomas  brought  the  said  Eleine  to  the  house  of  this 
Deponewtes  husband,  and  then,  before  this  deponent  and  her  husband, 
and  the  said  Eleine  standing  in  presence,  promysed  to  marry  the  said 
Eleine  ^  bie  his  faith  and  trouth ;  and  said  he  cold  not  marry  any  other ; 
for  he  said  his  Conscience  shuld  prick  hym  yf  he  did  so.  and  further 
this  deponent  saies,  that  after  the  said  Eleine  was  deliuered,  Thomas 
Snelson  causid  a  metinge  of  frendes  to  be  had,  and  did  offer  her  a  piece 
of  mony  to  release  hym ;  and  she  answerid  *  she  wold  not  release  hym  for 
no  gold,'  "for  I  am  yowr  lawfull  wief ;  and  so  take  me."  "Well,"  qwoc? 
he,  "  sticke  to  thai,  and  I  will  neuer  Leave  the." 

Ad  ij**,  this  depone?2t  saies,  that  apon  Midsomer  even  last,  the  said 
Tli07was  send  a  Token,  \idelicet  a  xij^.  to  the  said  Eleine,  bie  this  de- 
ponent. As  for  any  other  Tokens,  this  deponent  knowes  not,  for  she 
caried  now  betwixe  them,  but  the  said  xij*^ ;  w7^^ch  xij*  she  [Eleine  Ricroft] 
toke  thankfully. 

Ad  iij,  this  depone/zt  saies,  that  "the  said  Thomas  hath  had  a  child 
bie  the  said  Eleine,  after  the  banes  were  askid  betwixe  them ;  w7i^ch 
banes  were  askid  afore  he  gate  her  wz'th  child,  or  els,  as  the  voice  of  thQ 
Cuntry  is,  she  was  so  honest,  he  cold  not  bringe  his  purpose  about ;  for, 
after  that  the  banes  were  askid,  he  toke  her  as  his  wief  afore  God,  and 
so  [she]  consentid  to  his  follye  " 

^ExamiTzacio   testis    intra   Elena?/^   Ricrofte   et   Thomam    Snelson, 
capta  coram  magisho  Roberto  Leche,  in  Jjegibus  baccaZaw?'eo, 
&c,  v*°  Junii  1563°/ 
.    Hugo  Holme,  parochze  de  Codington,  etat^s  Iij  annoTum,  novit  parte??! 

actn'ce??!  x  anwis,  et  parte??!  rea??!  iiij*""  an?as  / 

Ad  iij,  This  depone?it  saies,  that  Elein  Ricroft  was  in  this  depone?ites 
service  above  iiij"**  yeres  ago ;  and  Thomas  Snelson  came  to  this  deponeTzt, 
and  desired  to  be  a  suter  to  the  said  Eleine  in  the  way  of  mariage ;  and 
this  deponewt  gave  hym  Licence,  because  it  was  honest,  and  longe  after 
this,  this  depone?it  was  desired  to  be  at  the  mariage  of  one  that  was  suster 
to  Eleine  Ricrofte.  and  this  depone?zt,  walkinge  furth  on  a  grene  by  the 
place  where  the  said  mariage  was,  Tho??2as  Snelson  came  to  this  depone?zt, 
and  bade  hym  welcom??!e  into  those  partes,  and  desired  hym  to  be  good 
1  leaf  132,  back.  ^  ig^jf  133^ 
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to  hym  concerninge  the  said  Eleine ;  for  the  said  Snelson  said  "  she  is  my 
wief,  afore  god  and  man ;  for  I  have  trouthplightid  her,  and  was  askid 
in  the  Churche  With  her,  or  euer  I  oue?'came  her  and  gate  her  with,  child." 
and  that  this  was  true,  he  sware  to  this  deponewt,  bie  his  Christendome. 
and  further  he  said  to  this  deponeTit,  "  helpe,  I  pray  you,  that  Eleine  may 
get  a  Citacton  to  call  me  to  the  La  we.  I  have  geven  her  xij^.  to  pay  for  it  / 
and  I  will  beare  her  other  Chargis,  and  will  Confes  before  the  Ordinary 
that  she  is  my  wief,  and  I  have  Contracted  her ;  and  I  can  marry  no?^ 
other  woman  to  be  my  LawfuU  wief.  I  am  waide  ^  by  masters  and  frendes 
to  marry  a  wido,  which.  I  can  neuer  do,  yf  Eleine  forbid  the  mariage  "  /  •  •  • 

^Hesponsiones  pe?'S07iales  Thome  Snelson,  capte  xxiij**  SeptembnV 
1563° / 

Ad  iprimam  iposicionem  /  This  Re5/?ondent  sales,  that  ther  hath  bene  a 
talk  of  mariage,  and  communica.cion  movid  by  frendes,  betwixe  hym  and 
Eleine  Ricrofte ;  but  he  sales  that  ther  was  neuer  any  Contract  of 
mariage  as  it  is  libellate,  at  any  tyme  /  further  beynge  demaundid, 
whether  he  toke  her  bie  the  hand  afore  witnes,  and  spake  the  wordes  as 
the  articulate,  or  the  like  in  effect;  answereth,  bie  vertue  of  his  othe, 
*  no '  /  and  beynge  put  in  mynd  of  Roberta  Wethers  house,  he  sales  he 
was  neuer  there  for  such  purpose. 

Ad  ij**,  This  Respondent  sales,  that  he  hath  send  diuerse  tokens  to  the 
said  Eleine  ;  not  as  to  his  wief,  but  as  to  other  he  hath  done  /  and  hath 
deceived  others  from  her  againe,  biecause  he  was  a  suter  to  her  / 

Ad  iij,  this  'Respondent  answereth,  that  he  did  neuer  make  any  con- 
tract as  above  expressid,  or  on  this  sort  /  "  I  will  take  the  for  my  wief," 
with  entent  to  marry  her ;  neuertheles,  he  denieth  not  but  he  hath  had 
carnall  Copulaceon  with  her.  .  and  saios  further,  the  banes  were  askid,  as 
he  hard  say, — but  not  through  hym,  or  any  frend  of  his, — bie  her  procure- 
ment, beynge  demaundid  whether  he  had  carnall  Cognicion  after  the 
banes  askid,  he  sales  he  cannot  ceHenly  tell,  biecause  the  banes  were 
askid  Without  his  consent  or  knoledge,  but  bie  heresay,  vt  sup?*«.  further 
he  sales,  the  banes  were  not  askid  in  the  church  wherto  he  doth  resort, 
but  in  the  parish  church  of  Presbury,  beynge  iiij°'  miles  of  from  hym. 
altho  he  be  in  that  parishe,  he  resorteth  to  Chelford^  [by  Crewe]  where- 
at mariage  is  solerapnized  / 

Ad  iiij,  he  sales  he  [workes]  in  Presbury,  and  dwell[e8]  in  Capisthorne'* 
[near  Crewe]  .  .  .     [See  the  further  Depositions  on  page  196  below.] 

»  urged  '  leaf  143  (Piccope's  No.  79). 

*  Chelford  and  Canesthome  ar«  townHhips  in  the  parish  of  Prostbury ;  and  each 
township  had  a  chapel  of  ease  to  the  mother  church  of  Prostbury. — W.  ll.  Price. 
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5.    Hugh  Pollett  V.  Elizabeth  Eccles  (spinster),  alias 
Burton  (widow). 

^2  Dec.  1563  Eandle  Fovvdon,  about  43,  of  the  parish  of  Wilmysloe,^ 
**  sais  he  was  pi-esent  abowt  mychaehiias  last,  att  the  re(iuest  off  Hugh 
Pollett,  in  the  howse  off  Elisabeth  Burton,  when  Hugh  Pollett  did  declare 
to  the  said  Elisabeth,  that  she  hade  made  hym  a  contracte,  as  is  speciefied 
in  the  said  [2nd]  article.    And  the  said  Elisabeth  vttirlie  denyed  the  same." 

3 John  Burton,  of  Wilmyslowe,  about  76,  ''sais  that  abowt  toe  yeris 
agoe,  and  dyverse  tymes  syns,  this  deponent  oiferid  Master  Damparte  and 
other,  to  marie  with  the  said  Elisabeth  Burton,  ah'as  Eccles ;  and  at  all 
tymes  the  said  Elisabeth  gave  hym  answare  ageyne,  'that  she  was  nott 
for  no  ma?^  to  marie,  but  onlie  with  Hugh  Pollett.' " 

^Exami/irtcio  testis  in  ca.usa  contractw^?  inter  Hugone77z  Pollet  et 
'EAizabetham  Pollet,  capta  coram  Johanne  Cheta??i,  notario 
])uhUcOj  laaiidato  domini  canceZ/a?'(;,  xvj*^  Decembris,  anno 
1563. 

Agnes  Cash,  pa?'och/e  de  Wilmeslowe,  CestTe7isis  dioce^'e,  ibidem. 
criundci,  etatz6'  circiter  Ixx  an^ios,  et  now't  p«?'te??i  actricem  vj  anwis,  et 
'Elizabetham  Burton  ak'^s  Eccles,  x  anwos  et  vltra. 

Ad  pnmu??z  aiticulvim  dicit,  quod  nescit  deponere  / 

^Ad  ij*  SLiiiculnm,  dicit,  quod  niinquam  talia  verba  sipecificata,  nee 
hijs  shnilia,,  in  ari^^cwlo  sic  recitata,  inter  pa^'tes  audivit;  nee  ynquam. 
vidit  dictum.  Hugonem  Pollet  in  domo  dicte  Wiizabethe  Eccles,  ak'as 
Burton.  ahYer  quoad  J)ictum.  2irticu\mn  et  contents  in  eodew,  nescit 
Deponere  / 

Ad  iij  ar^*6'Mlum,  Dicit,  quod  nescit  depone?'e  prorsws  aliquid  ad  con- 
tenta  in  eodem. 

Ad  iiij,  dicit,  quod  nuwqz^arn  audivit  Hugone??z  Pollet  et  'EXizabetham 
Eccles,  alias  Burton,  infra  ^arochiam  de  Wilmeslowe,^  aut  alibi  inter 
vicinos,  reputatos  et  nominatos  vt  vir  et  vxo?\  aliYer  quoad  ar^icidum 
nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eunde??i  fore  veru???.. 

Ad  vj  dicit,  quod  querelata  Qst  ex  parte  Dictl  Hugonis :  an  legitime, 
nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  vliimum  dicit,  quod  predeposita  per  earn  sunt  vera,  non  est  docta, 
non  consangwmea,  no?z  affinis,  now  Conducts,  noTz  curat  &c 

1  leaf  150,  back. 

^  Wilmslow  in  Cheshire,  on  the  river  Bollin,  5  miles  S.W.  of  Stockport. 

3  leaf  151.  *  leaf  153,  back.  ^  leaf  154.  ^  Wilmslow,  Cheshire. 
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Ad  p?7'ma??i  po-siY/onem  addic/onaleni. 

Ad  prima??!,  dicit,  qwoc^  nescit  depone?'e,  qw?'a  nuT^qwam  talia  audii^'t. 

Ad  ij*^,  this  Depone?*^  saies,  that  'Elizabeth  Burton,  ah'as  Ecles,  within 
one  moneth  space  after  her  husband  Edmuwd  Burton  was  buried,  what 
for  thoughtes,  and  for  that  she  had  bene  sick  after  the  birth  of  ij°  Children, 
she  send  her  water  bie  this  depoTier^t  to  a  phisiceon  at  Chelford,i  to  knowe 
his  opiw/on,  what  was  good  for  her:  vfhioh  bade  her  take  spice,  nut- 
megges,  ginge?*,  and  old  Ale,  and  drink  them,  and  she  wold  mend ;  for  it 
was  no  sicknes,  but  that  her  braine  was  wastid  with  takinge  thoughtes. 

Re5j;onsio  persoTialis  'EYizahethe  Burton,  'partis  ree,  super  po- 
sitionihiLS  et  aiiiculis  \ibel\i  in  causa  i>redtcta,  capta  cora??t 
magistio  Cheta7?i  &c,  xx°  Januarij  anno  -predicto  (1563-4). 

Ad  pnmam  positionem,  now  credit  eande??i  contine?-e  in  se  veri^ate??i ; 
nee  vnqwam  talia  ve?'ba  inter  eosdew  fuerant  prolata  de  Mati'imonio. 

Ad  ij^  posiYeonera,  negat  eande??*  contine?-e  in  se  verift(rte??z ;  nee 
ynqwam  talia  verba  protulit,  aut  hijs  consi??iilia. 

Ad  iij  posicionem,  this  resj^ondent  saies,  that  of  loane  she  had  x"  of 
gold,  and  viij*  of  monie,  which  this  re«/?ondent  toke  of  hym  of  loane;  and 
this  respondent  hath  gevin  the  same  to  George  Dicon,  bailie  to  Mr 
Trafford,  her  landlord,  to  geve  againe  to  the  said  Hugh  Pollet;  but 
whether  the  said  Hugh  Pollet  hath  received  the  same,  or  no,  this  respond- 
ent canwot  tell,  and  also  this  res/jondent  saies,  she  had  a  siluer  ringe  of 
the  said  Hugh  at  that  tyme  likewise ;  and  the  said  Hugh  desired  this 
res/;ondent  to  kepe  the  same,  for  that  intent,  that  he  might  shewe  his 
master,  Mr  Trafford,  that  ther  had  bene  tokens  goinge  betwixe  them,  but 
apon  no  contract ;  and  so  this  respondent  likewise  did  geve  the  said  ringe 
likewise  to  the  said  George  Dicon,  to  geve  againe  to  the  said  Hugh ;  but 
whether  the  said  Hugh  hath,  as  well  the  monie  and  the  ringe  againe, 
this  Respondent  cannot  tell  / 

6.  Katherine  Man  v.  Richard  Pickforth.     (She  had  a 
child  by  him.) 

I.      'i?iacio  testium  super  \ibel\o  ex  parte  Katerine  Man  contra  Rich- 
ardum  Pickforth,  capta  coram  7?iagw<ro  Leche,  ix*  Novembrw,  1564. 

Wille/mtts  Pierson,  paroch/e  de  Limne,'  etatts  xl  annorMW,  noret 
partcTTi  actrtcem  ab  infancia,  et  partem  re&m  xx  annis  / 

»  See  p.  61,  note  8.  '  leaf  197  (Piccope'a  No.  105). 

'  Lvmm  in  Cheshire,  on  the  Bridgwater  Canal,  6  miles  S.E.  of  Warrington,  in. 
Lancashire,  juat  across  the  Mersey. 
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Ad  ^rimxxm  oxticulxxinj  This  deponewt  sales,  that  'Richard  Pickforth 
and  Kat/ie?'me  Man  articulate,  did  talke  of  mariage  to  be  had  betwixe 
them  Within  a  fortnight,  after  Easter  next  com77iynge  shalbe  iij  yeres  ; 
but  whether  they  were  then  free  from  all  other  Contracted,  this  Depone/ite 
knowes  not  / 

^Ad  ij*  BxticvXnm^  This  deponent  sales,  that  the  same  tyme,  'Richard 
Pickforth,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent,  did  take  'Katherine  ]Man  bie 
the  hand, — not  in  his  house,  but  in  the  Towne  field  of  Warburton,^ — 
and  said  this  vnto  her  :  "  Katariwe,  bie  my  faith  and  trouth,  I  will  marry 
the  :  put  no  dout  of  It.  I  promes  the  here,  before  tide  frend  here," 
inuendo  this  deponent,  ah'^er  nescit  deponere ;  but  that  he  thinkes  the 
said  Katherine  was  w?'th  child  at  the  same  tyme. 

Ad  iij,  this  deponent  sales,  that  she  brought  furtli  a  Child ;  and  the 
said  Richard  toke  it  as  his  owne.  which  child,  tliis  deponent  thlnkes 
was  gotten  before  the  wordes  of  Contracte  afore  named ;  for  she  then 
semed  to  be  with.  Child. 

Ad  iiij,  this  deponew^  sales,  that  the  said  Ka.therine  was  supposid  to 
be  gotten  with  Child  with  the  said  Richard ;  but  there  was  no  thought 
they  were  assured  as  man  and  wlef  together  .  .  . 

John  Huet,  parochze  de  "Wltton,^  husbandman,  etatis  xlvj  anworzi??!, 
nouit  partem  actricem  a  puericia,  et  partem  rea?7i  Ij  an7zis. 

Ad  p?*zmu??i  smticulum  et  ij^,  This  depone??.t  sales,  that  '  Richai^d  Pick- 
forth  and  Kat/ierme  Man  came  to  this  Deponentes  house  about  Easter 
was  twelf  monetli ;  and  the  said  Richard  declared  to  this  deponewt  that 
he  had  made  a  Contract  with  the  said  Katherine,  this  deponeTites  kins- 
woman; and  willed  this  depone^ites  furtheraunce,  belnge  vncle  vnto  the 
said  Katherine.  and  this  depone?it  therapon  went  to  his  suster,  mother 
vnto  the  said  Kathei'ine,  and  required  her  to  be  good  vnto  the  said 
Katherine,  as  she  was  vnto  her  other  suster.  and  whereas  her  said  mother 
appolntld  gooddes  to  the  value  of  xllj  Nobles  towardes  her  said  doughters 
Mariage,  this  depone^it  was  content  to  make  it  vp  xlx  nobles  bie  his  owne 
meanes 

Ad  iij,  this  depone7^t  sales,  the  Child  was  borne,  which  was  supposid 
to  be  the  said  Richards,  before  the  tyme  before  menczoTied  in  the  further 

articles. 

J 

1  leaf  197,  back. 

2  "Warbiirton,  a  Cheshire  village  on  the  rivers  Mersey  and  BoUin,  5  miles  N.W.  of 
Altrincham. 

'  ?  Witton,  near  Northwich,  Cheshire  ;  not  Witton,  a  township  in  the  parish  of 
Blackburn,  N.  E.  Lancashire,  on  the  "W.  side,  and  now  mostly  within  the  borough  of 
Blackburn. 
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Ad  iiij*"'",  he  sales,  they  were  not  taken  as  man  and  wief ;  and  ther- 
fore,  when  they  came  to  this  depon«wtes  house,  he  wold  not  suffer  them 
to  Lye  together  /  .  .  .  . 

Peter  Man,  imter  partis  actWm,  paroch/e  de  Limne,  novit  partem 
ltea?>?.  xiij  anwos. 

Ad  pr/mu»i  et  ij*^"'"  arficwlos.  This  deponent  saies,  that  about  Easter 
shalbe  ij**  yeres,  the  said  Richard  came  to  this  depone?it,  and  told  hym 
that  he  had  made  a  contract  w/th  YidiilieHne  Man,  his  suster^  and  desired 
hym  to  be  good  vnto  her.  he  answerid,  "one  of  my  suster  is  maried 
alreadie,  and  I  have  gevin  her  xx" ;  and  I  wilbe  as  good  vnto  my  suster 
Ksithenne,  sins  you  have  made  a  Contract,  and  can  marry  iwn  other 
woman."  and  further  touchinge  the  Contract,  this  deponew^  cannot 
depose  / 

Ad  iij,  he  saieth  that  the  said  Katherine  bare  a  Child  bie  the  said 
liichai'd,  which  he  toke  as  his  owne,  and  set  it  to  nurse;  w^^ch  cliild 
Avas  borne,  as  he  [P.  Man]  supposid,  afore  the  Easter  above  mencto/iid ./ 

7.  Thos.  Sothworth  v,  Marg.  Sothworth.    (Runaway  Match.) 

'^Y.xa.minaciones  testiu7?i  super  libello  ex  parte  Tlio??ie  Sothworth  cont?'a 
Ma7'gareta??i  Sothworth,  alias  Ward,  oblato,  capte  cora7?i  magidro 
'RnjiduJpho  Cotgrave,  notario  ipuhlicco,  iiij**  Maij,  1565. 

Georgius  Haydock,  paroche'e  de  Blagburne,  eiatis  xxviij,  noyet  parte??* 
actrtce??*  xx  an7/is,  et  pa?'te7»  leann  "per  annu7?i  et  dimidium,  et  vltra  / 

Ad  yrimum  et  ij**,  This  deponent  saies,  that  the  said  parties,  beinge 
free  from  all  precontracted,  as  this  Deponent  thinker',  did  drawe  together 
in  way  of  Love  or  marriage,  and  Tho??ias  Sothworth  articulate,  pcTceyv- 
inge  that  the  frendship  and  good  will  of  the  parentis'  of  the  said  Ma7'garet 
cold  not  be  had,  did,  on  a  certen  ^night,  videlicet,  apon  Michaelmas  dale 
at  night, — howe  longe  sins,  this  Deponent  knowes  not  perfittlie — repairo 
to  the  fathers  house  of  the  said  Ma?-garet,  and  then  and  thens  toke  her 
away  wtth  hym,  bie  her  free  consent,  and  convaide  her  to  the  Chamber 
of  one  of  Sir  Edmou?id  (what  his  syrnamo  was,  this  deponent  knoweth 
not),  a  pr/cst  that  syrved  at  Balderston  Cliappell : — which  Chamb(?r 
etandeth  about  ij  or  iij  bowshoot  from  the  said  ChapeH ;  and  the  said 
p/'icst  is  now  deade  : — and  when  they  were  com7»e  thither,  one  Ednm7id 
lieyver  did  open  the  dore,  and  did  let  them  in  :  and  ther  was  a  boke  of 
Service,  wAtcli  the  said  Sothworth  (as  this  deponent  thinker)  brought 
thither  from  the  house  of  Roger  Smalley,  a  noybo?ir  of  the  prieste*.     and 
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then  the  priest,  sittiiige  vp  in  his  bed,  apon  his  pillowe,  (beinge  a  very 
old  and  a  sicklie  man,)  did  marry  thera  together,  as  this  Depone/^t  thinketh. 
beinge  askid  of  the  tyme,  the  worded,  and  the  nianer  of  the  doinge ;  and 
-vvho  were  present  by ;  he  saieth,  hit  was  about  midnight :  and  what 
worde**  were  spoken  betwene  the  parties,  he  certenlie  can??ot  declare,  bie- 
cause  he  did  not  marke  them  well ;  but  he  sales  he  hard  the  said  Thomas 
say  to  the  said  Margaret,  "  I  take  the,  Ma?*garet,  to  my  weddid  wief  " ; 
and  hard  the  said  Margaret  say  to  the  said  Thomas,  "  I  take  the,  Thomas, 
to  my  weddid  husband  "  :  and  of  more  worde.s*,  he  cannot  certenlie  depose. 
And  further  he  sales,  gold  and  siluer  was  put  on  the  boke  /  and  a  ringe 
put  on  her  finger  bie  the  pr/est.  and  saieth  further,  that,  to  his  knoledge 
ther  was  no  bodie  by,  but  this  deponent,  the  parties,  &  the  prest. 

Ad  iij,  This  deponent  sales,  that  after  they  had  bene  at  the  priestes 
chamber,  they  went  to  Thomas  Irelandes  house,  of  the  grene,  the  same 
night;  and  there  had  meate  and  drinke;  and  the  parties  went  to  bed 
together,  and  further  he  sales,  that  after  that,  the  morninge  following, 
the  said  Thoinas  brought  her  to  his  owne  house,  where  they  cohabited  & 
continued  as  man  and  wief  about  half  a  yere  together,  to  this  deponeTites 
remembraunce. 

^  Ad  iiij  et  v,  credit  eosdem  contiuere  in  se  veri^ate??i. 

Ad  vj,  he  sales,  he  thinkes  she  is  within  the  diocese;  and  he  knowes 
not  in  what  pa?-isli 

Edmundits  Leyver,  parochze  de  Blagburne,  etatis  xliij  annoTum, 
novit  partem  [actricem]  xxvj  annos,  et  parte??z  rea??^  a  puericia,  de  facie  / 

Ad  -pi'imum  et  ij*  a.vilcu\os,  This  Deponent  sales,  that  George  Hay- 
dock,  apon  Michaelmas  Day  at  night,  as  this  depone/it  thinkes,  about  iiij 
yeres  ago,  did,  when  it  was  far  in  the  night,  knocke  at  this  depone/ites 
dore ;  who,  beinge  awaked  bie  the  knockinge,  after  this  depone/it  knewe 
who  it  was,  rose  and  opened  the  dore,  and  did  let  hym  and  the  said 
Tlioinas  and  Margaret  into  his  house,  and  after  commu7iicsiGion  had, 
perceyvinge  it  was  her  mynd  to  mary  weth  the  said  Thomas,  notwi-'th- 
standinge  this  deponeTit  (beinge  her  kinsman,)  did  then  move  her  to  the 
contrary,  praid  the  said  Thomas  to  make  much  of  her.  And  then  ^ incon- 
tinent, the  said  George,  Thomas,  and  Ma?'garet,  went  into  the  priestes 
chamber,  w^i/ch  was  at  thend  of  this  depone7^tes  howse,  wherof  the  Inner 
dore  stode  open  (biecause  the  pr/est  was  an  impotent  man) ;  and  then 
this  deponent,  beinge  desirous  to  knowe  what  was  done,  followed  in  short 
while  to  the  Chamber  /  and  when  he  came  in,  the  first  thinge  he  sawe, 
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was,  the  prt'est  toke  them  both  sworne  that  they  were  free  to  marry  with 
either  other;  and  then  said,  Sir,  certen  service  apon  the  communiow 
boke.  And  further  saieth,  that  he  hard  the  p?7est  reade  the  worde**  of 
Mc^^rimony ;  and  first,  Thomas,  after  the  p?'zest,  said,  **  I,  Thomas,  take 
the,  ^Ia?'garet,  to  my  weddid  wief  "  &c;  and  she  said  the  same  likewise. 
and  all  thother  wordea  of  Ma^imony  vsed  in  the  church  in  that  cause, 
was  spoken  betwene  them,  and  then  he  se  her  hold  vp  her  finge?*,  when 
the  priest  put  on  the  ringe.  and  then  this  depone/it  departid,  and, 
beinge  somwhat  offendid  with  the  matter,  wold  not  suffer  them  to  be  in 
his  house  the  rest  of  the  night;  and  so  the[y]  went  to  Thomas  Irelandes 
house,  of  the  Grene,  as  they  said  they  wold  do.  and  further  saieth,  that 
he  was  not  required  to  go  wzth  them  to  the  priestes  chamber ;  but,  on  his 
owne  mynd,  went  to  se  the  same  / 

Ad  iij.  This  deponent  saies,  that  they  have  dwellid  together  as  man 
and  wief  in  Sothworth  house ;  &  were  so  reputed  &  taken  / 

8.  Eleanor  Manwaring  v.  Eoger  Bybbye.    (Going  to  Sea.) 

1  Exa77ii7iacio  testis  super  \\hel\o  oblato  ex   parte  Elenore  Manwaringe, 
Capta  cora?>i  7?iagw^ro  Roberto  Leche,  p?'imo  Junij,  1565. 

Thomas  Port,  parochze  de  AValton,  etatis  xl  an?<orM;»,  noy/t  partem 
act/7'cem  fere  pe>'  anniu^i,  ct  parte?;^  rea7>i  xvj'^'"'  an7ios. 

2  Ad  p7*jmu7?j  et  ij**  ar^icwlos  /  This  deponent  saies,  that  apon  a  monday 
in  the  mominge,  about  ^aini  Andre wes  day  Last  past,  as  ho  remembres, 
this  deponent  beingo  especially  required  bie  Eoger  Bibbye  articulate, 
repaired  to  the  house  of  AX^yiander  Garnet,  nowe  Maior  of  Liuez-pole,  and 
there  hard  and  se  as  foUoweth,  videlicet :  this  deponent  and  the  said  Roger, 
comTwynge  together  thither,  mett  Ellin  Manwaringe  comw^yng  furth  of  the 
dore  of  the  said  house;  who  declared  vnto  them,  that  she  had  lefte  her 
mynd  with  the  said  Maior.  then  the  said  Roge/*  requostid  her  to  tarrye, 
and  said  he  must  have  more  talk  with  her ;  and  she  did  so.  whereapon 
the  said  Roge;*,  beinge  desirous  to  have  her  to  wief,  and  to  kepo  his 
liouse,  beingo  toward  a  voiagc  (tor  he  is  a  Travailer  bio  the  Seas)  / 
requostid  the  said  Maior  to  take  hyni,  tho  said  Roger,  and  her,  the  said 
Ellin,  contractid  together,  to  whom  tho  said  Maior  answcrid  tlius ; 
x'uldicet  I  "  Roger,  it  is  l)e8t  to  take  delibe7'aci'on  in  tho  matter,  and  knowo 
what  frondes  tho  said  Ellin  hath,  and  what  they  will  do  for  her" ;  and 
ft»ich  like  counscU  ike.  whom  the  said  Roger  auswerid,  "  I  have  a  voiago 
b<!yond  the  sea,  toward  Ireland,  and  wold  have  one  in  tho  nicano  season 
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to  loke  to  thinges  in  mync  house  ;  and  therfore,  I  pray  you,  let  her  be  made 
my  wief ,  and  then  I  trust  you  will  suffer  her  to  be  my  housekepe?'  wz'thout 
suspicion."  at  whose  earnest  request,  the  said  Maior  consentid  so  to'do  ; 
and  the  said  Alexawtfer  toke  the  said  pm'ties  and  this  ^depone?^^  w/th 
liym  on  his  backside 2;  and  there  the  said  Roge?*  and  Ellin,  in  the  p?'e«ence 
of  this  deponent  and  the  said  Alexa7i(?e?',  toke  handes  together ;  and  the 
said  Roger  said,  after  the  said  Alexa?i6?e?',  to  the  said  Ellin,  beinge 
present :  "  I,  Roger,  take  the,  Ellin,  to  my  weddid  wief,  for  better,  for 
worse,  for  richer,  for  porer,  in  sicknes  and  health,  till  death  vs  depart ;  " 
and  all  such  wordes  as  the  prest  vseth  in  Contractinge  Matrimonye.  and 
then  the[y]  drewe  handes ;  and  the  said  Ellin  toke  the  said  Roge>*  bie  the 
hand,  and  said:  "I,  Ellin,  take  the,  Roger,  to  my  weddid  husband,  for 
better  for  worse,  till  death  vs  depm'te,"  &c ;  and  afterward  kissed  together, 
and  callid  together  man  and  wief,  9,nd  dronke  a  Cuppe  of  ale  together  iu 
the  Maiores  house ;  and  so  departid  / 

9.     Alice  Ince  v.  John  Brotherton. 

(Two  Forms  of  Words  for  the  TrothpHght.    Child  bom  after  it.) 

s  Exa77zi7iaeio  testmm  in  (tOiUsa  Contracts  super  \\bel\o  ex  prt?'te  Alicie 
Ince,  con^?'a  Joha7Z7ieni  Bretherton  oblato,  capta   cora7?z  Magistio 
Robe?'to  Leche,  &c,  Die  et  Anno  ipredidis.     [17  January,  1565-6]. 
Galtherus  Coller,  prt?'och^e  de  Winweke,*  etatis  xxx  annoium,  novit 
parte??!  actricem  iij  an?ns,  et  parte??!  rea??!  circiter  xx  anms. 

Ad  pr!mu??i  et  ij"^  AtUcuIos,  This  Deponent  saieth,  that  much  about 
this  tyme  two  yeres,  John)  Bretherton  articulate  came  to  this  depone?ites 
house,  beinge  his  neibo^^r,  and  requested  hym  to  go  with,  hym  to  the  house 
of  'Richard  Haie,  an  other  neibowr  of  his ;  who  so  did.  and  when  the[y] 
so  came  thither,  the[y]  found  Alice  Ince  in  the  said  house ;  and  John) 
Bretherton  desired  the  same  tyme,  that  he  and  the  said  Alice  might  be 
Contractid  together  the  same  tyme.  and  the  said  'Richard  Haie  answerid, 
and  desired  them  to  take  an  other  then  hym  for  witnes ;  for  he  said  he 
was  a  lame  man ;  and  if  occasion  servid,  he  was  not  able  to  travaile. 
whereapon  the  matter  staid  at  that  tyme,  and  they  all  went  home.  And 
then  about  a  fortnight  or  thereabout  after,  Galther  Thelwall,  of  Holme  ^ 
in  the  parish  of  Winweke,  came,  in  the  name  of  the  said  John),  and  willid 
this  deponent  to  com?r6e  speake  with,  hym  at  the  house  of  the  said  Gal- 
there,     and  this  deponent  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  said  Galthere,  and 
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there  found  the  said  John)  and  Alice  sittinge  together  bie  the  fire  in  the 
eveninge  tyme  at  after  Evensonge,  afore  dailight  was  done.  And  the 
said  John)  toke  this  Deponent  and  the  said  Galther  Thelwall  out  of  the 
1  house,  biecause  ther  was  other  Company  in  the  said  house.  And  so  this 
deponewt,  Galther  Thelwall,  John)  and  Alice,  came  furth  out  of  the  said 
house,  and  stode  before  the  strete  dore  apon  the  grene.  And  then  the 
said  John)  toke  a  boke  out  of  his  hose, — w/w'ch  this  depone?zt  did  nob 
open,  and  therfore  he  knowe^  not  what  boke  hit  was,  but  he  thinkes  hit 
was  a  Psalter-boke, — and  gave  the  said  boke  to  this  depone^^t  to  hold  in 
his  hand  ;  who  did  hold  the  said  boke  :  and  then  the  said  John)  toke  the 
said  Alice  bie  the  right  hand,  and  said,  ' '  I  take  the,  Alice,  to  be  my  wief , 
and  now  other  woman,  so  God  me  helpe,  and  the  Contented  of  this 
boke  "  /  then  the  said  Alice  said  those  wordes  were  not  well  and  sufficient. 
Then  the  said  John)  said,  "Here  I  take  the,  Alice  Ince,  to  my  wief,  before 
all  other  women  :  so  God  me  helpe,  &  holidarae  !  and  bie  this  boke,"  and 
kissed  the  boke,  holdinge  her  hand  still  in  his ;  and  the  said  Alice  like- 
wise said,  "  here  I,  Alice,  take  the,  John)  Bretherton,  to  my  husband,  be- 
fore all  other  men  :  so  God  me  helpe,  and  holidame,  and  by  this  boke  !  '* 
and  likewise  kissed  the  boke,  havinge  ther  right  handes  ioyned  together : 
and  then  the[y]  losid  handed ;  and  the  said  John)  and  Alice  went  awaie 
together,  without  other  Comi3anye ;  but  whether  [=  whither]  they  went, 
this  deponerit  knowes  not. 

2 Ad  iij.  This  deponent  saieth,  he  thinkes  this  article  is  true ;  for  he 
saieth  that,  sins  the  tyme  of  the  said  Contract,  the  said  John)  begott  a 
man  child  of  the  bodie  of  the  said  Alis.  Reddendo  mcionem,  he  saieth, 
that  while  the  said  Alis  lay  in,  she  was  kept  in  John)  Bretherton  his 
fathers  house,  &  the  child  was  there  borne.  And  when  the  child  was 
borne,  he  toke  hit  to  be  his  owne,  and  still  kepeth  hit  as  his  owne ;  and 
this  deponewt,  beinge  his  neibowr,  neue?*  knewe  hym  refuse  hit. 

Ad  iiij,  he  saieth,  they  are  supposed  to  stand  in  such  case,  that  they 
neither  of  them  can  marry  any  other  person  duringe  their  Hues. 

Ad  V  et  vj,  dicit  et  credit  eosde^w  fore  veros. 

Ad  ylUnium,  dicit  \)re(\.icta  per  eu?rt  fore  vera. 

10.     Sybil  Blakhurst  v.  Raudle  Ramshae. 

(In  it,  a  walk  liome  from  Saturday's  market  at  Nantwich.    See  first,  p.  210  below.) 
*Exa;«i7iacio  testiuw  super  \\bel\o  ex  parte  Sibille  Blakhurst  contra  Ran- 
dulj/hum  Ramshae  oblato,  capta  coram  Mafjistro  Roberto  Lcche,  &c. 
vltimo  Februarii  1665[-6]. 
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Joha7i?ies  Newton,  gQnei'Osus^  pa?'ochie  de  Acton,^  etat/«  xlviij  anwo- 
Tum,  novit  ^arimi  nctricem  xij  anwis,  et  -partem  Team  iij  aii7iis.  Ad  primwa 
et  ij*^  ar^icwlos,  This  depoDe?it  saieth,  that  bie  reason  that  this  deponent  was 
lefte  one  of  the  oiie^'seers  in  the  testament  of  Hichard  Blakhurst,  father 
to  the  said  Sibill  articulate,  the  said  B.andidl  Ramshae  havinge,  as  this 
deponcTit  supposeth,  a  good  atfecc^on  in  the  waie  of  Mariage  toward  the 
said  Sibill,  thought  good  to  Request  the  good  will  of  this  deponew^  in 
that  behalf.  And  so,  about  the  latter  end  of  Some;*  was  iij  yeres,  as 
this  deponerit  was  goinge  homeward  from  the  Nauntwich,  after  the  ma?'ket 
tyme  apon  a  Saterdaie — w7wch  dale  this  deponent  doth  not  otherways 
remembre  at  this  present, — 'Randidl  Ramshae,  articulate,  did  ouertake 
this  deponent ;  and  after  Salutaczon  had,  this  deponent  said  to  the  said 
B,anduU  /  "  I  vnderstand  ther  is  good  will  betwene  you  and  this  maide," 
meaniiige  Sibill  Blakhurst,  who  was  then  present,  and  had  then  come  in 
Company  from  the  said  Nauntwiche,  after  this  deponent,  we'tli  the  said 
'Ra.uduU.  And  the  said  HixnduU  answerid,  that  *ther  was  ^good  will 
betwene  hym  and  the  said  Sibill ' ;  &  thereapon  Requestid  this  depon- 
entes  good  will  therin.  apon  which,  request,  this  deponent  demaundid  of 
hym  to  knowe  his  habilitie,  forasmuch  as  this  depone?it  knewe  that  the 
said  Sibill  shuld  have  an  honest  porcton  of  gooddes  to  marry  her  w^'thall. 
who  answerid,  saienge,  "  I  trust  my  father  will  let  me  have  half  of  his 
house  duringe  his  tyme ;  and  the  whole  after  hym  "  ;  or  such  wordes  in 
eflfect.  And  then  this  depone7?-t  askid  of  hym  *  whether  they  two, 
\idelicet,  the  said  'RsmduU  and  Sibill,  were  concludid  or  agreed  apon 
Mariage  to  be  had  betwene  them.'  whervnto  the  said  'RajiduU  made 
answere,  that  'they  were  so  agreed.'  And  thereapon  this  deponent 
wished  well  vnto  them,  et  aliter,  ad  p?7'mum  et  secnndnm  articulos,  nescit 
depone?'e  /  savinge,  that  this  deponent  hard  say  that  frendes  did  mete  and 
com7?zen  [=  commune]  together  touchinge  marriage  to  be  had  betwene 
the  said  Sibill  and  RandwZZ ;  and  savinge  also,  that  this  deponent  saieth 
that  a  child  was  begott  of  the  bodie  of  the  said  Sibill,  and  borne  about 
Michaelmas  was  two  yeres,  as  far  as  this  deponent  nowe  remembres ; 
w/w'ch  Child,  the  said  'Randull  hath  acceptid,  and  kepeth  as  his  owne 
child ;  w7i2ch  tyme  of  the  birth  of  the  child  induceth  this  deponent  to 
think,  by  conference  of  the  tyme  of  the  talk  had  betwene  this  deponent 
and  the  said  Ramshae,  that  the  said  child  was  begott  after  that  the  said 
Ramshae  had  declarid  to  this  deponent,  that  ihej  two,  Videlicet,  the  said 
RancZn?Z  and  Sibill,  were  concludid  apon  Mariage  betwene  them  / 

Ad  iij,  nescit  deponere  / 

^  Near  Nantwich,  Cheshire.  *  leaf  270. 
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Ad  iiij,  credit  hiinc  ^Tticulmn  fore  veru??z. 

Ad  V*,  this  deponer^t  saieth,  that  if  this  cause  be  iust,  this  Cowrt  is  to 
Coniplaine  in  / 

Ad  "vMimum,  dicit  ^rediejiosita  "^er  eu??i  fore  vera,  &;c. 

(sigiid)         Joh'  Newton). 

^Margareta  Gravenoi^r,  paroch*e  de  Auldlem,^  etatz's  xxx  anworw??i, 
est  soror  \)artis  actricis ;  novit  i>artem  'Ream  vj  an?iis  / 

Ad  p?'einu?/i,  credit  hunc  mticulmn  fore  veru???- ;  and  saieth,  that  the 
said  ReinduU  was  a  Suter  to  the  said  Si  bill  for  the  space  of  two  yeres 
afore  the  child  was  borne,  which  she  bare  to  the  said  'Randull,  as  this 
deponeTzt  iudgeth. 

Ad  ij^  ar^icwlu7H,  This  deponent  saieth,  that  the  said  RanduU  and 
Sibill  standinge  free  (as  this  depone?i^  thinker)  from  any  contract  of 
^lariage  w/th  others,  did  p?'omes  mariage,  eche  to  others,  diuerse  tymes  in 
the  iwesence  of  this  depone?it,  and  in  sundrie  places  ;  as  ons,  this  depone7it 
is  remembrid,  in  the  house  of  Jone  Blakhurst,  about  ^Michaelmas  was  iij 
yeres,  w^th  theis  wordes,  or  the  like  in  effect :  RanduU  Eanishae  saienge 
to  the  said  Sibill,  **I  will  marry  the,  if  euer  I  marry  any."  And  the  said 
Sibill  likewise  answerid,  "  I  will  marry  you,  if  eue?*  I  marry  any."  And 
an  other  tyme,  \idelicet,  about  the  feast  of  all  Saintes  then  next  folloAV- 
inge,  this  deponew^,  the  said  Handidl  and  Sibill  goinge  from  Buerton  to 
Aldlem  church  togethers  in  company,  ^the  said  Kand z^ZZ  spake  vnto  the 
said  Sibill,  in  the  presence  and  heringe  of  this  deponewZ,  the  same  wordes 
that  wer  spoken  afore,  or  the  like  in  effect;  videlicet:  *'if  eue?'  I  marry 
uny,  I  will  Marry  the  " ;  and  the  like  was  done  and  spoken  bie  the  said 
parties  an  other  tyme,  in  the  waie  as  the[y]  all  three  were  comminge  from 
the  fathers  house  of  the  said  Ran^Z^ZZ,  to  the  house  of  the  Mother  of  tho 
said  Sibill.  And  further,  this  deponent  saieth,  that  about  Christmas 
next  after  theis  p?*omesses  so  made  and  spoken,  the  said  EanrfwZZ  begat 
the  said  Sibill  with  Child.  Eeddenda  Raczone?^  sui  dict'i,  she  saieth  the 
child  was  borne  about  Michaelmas  was  two  yeres ;  and  tho  said  liairZwZ^ 
taketh  and  kepeth  hit  as  his  owne  / 

Ad  iij,  nescit  desponere  /  (&c  &c) 

^  leaf  270,  back.        ^  Audlem,  near  Nantwich,  about  18  miles  from  Chester. 

»  loaf  271. 

[See  the  other  Trothplight  cases  in  the  Supplement, 
p.  184-201,  210  below.] 
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III.    ADULTERIES. 

1.   Mr.  Rafe  Holden.     (Adultery  and  Bigamy.) 

^Mr.  Rafe  Holden,  a  man  of  property,  married  Gile  Bilsbie,  and  had 
at  least  one  daughter  by  her,  who  married  a  Hull  man,  Simon  Danbie, 
"then  a  riche  marchaunt  man,  and  nowe  [11  Dec.  1561]  is  fallen  in 
decay,  and  gone  to  his  Cuntrye."  With  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Holden  spent 
her  '  latter  daies,'  and  her  husband  sent  her  some  '  rentes '  by  his  servant 
Eoger  Eomisbotham.  Being  thus  free  of  his  old  wife,  Eafe  Holden 
married  a  new  one, '  Isabell  Houghton  [in  Northamptonshire,  in  Hasel- 
bishe^],  in  the  last  yere  of  the  reigne  of  Kinge  Henrie  the  Eight,  betwene 
the  feastes  of  Martinmas  [11  Nov.]  and  St.  Andre  we,'  [30  Nov.]  1546. 
His  old  wife  "  thought  he  had  bene  vp  at  London  in  the  Cowrt,"  &  was 
never  told  of  this  second  marriage  by  Christopher  Hindill  who  saw  her, 
"  biccanse  he  wold  get  no  displeasure  on  neyther  side."  A  nice-temperd 
old  body — see  below — she  must  have  been,  for  she  sent  her  husband's 
sisters,  Sibell  and  Lettice,  tokens,  *a  paire  of  Flemynge  knyves,  and  a 
Eibon '  (leaving  him  out  only  because  she  thought  he  was  in  London),  and 
chatted  with  Hindill,  a  workman,  who  "bie  reason  that  the  said  M«s^es 
Gile  was  of  this  Cuntreie,  for  Cuntreies  sake  drewe  acquaintauf?ce  [with 
her]  and  often  tymes  reportid  to  her."  He  was  there,  with  *'  diverse 
others,  to  make  one  bulwarke  &  two  blockhouses  for  the  defence  of  the 
Towne." 

He  saw  Mr.  Holden  and  his  2nd  wife  (?),  Isabell  Houghton,  at  a 
tenant's  of  his  at  Duckw^orth,  *  for  Mr.  Holden  was  about,  at  that  tyme, 
to  build  a  newe  house.'  His  first  wife  died  about  Easter,  in  1  Edward  VI, 
A.D.  1547.  But  before  her  death  comes  a  nice  little  bit  about  her. 
Nicholas  Baron,  of  Whalley,  aged  40,  knew  her  and  her  son-in-law  Mr. 
Danbie  of  Hull.  He  heard  of  her  husband's  second  marriage  ;  and  when 
askt  how  he  knew  that  she  was  then  alive,  "  he  sais,  that  bie  reason  he  is 
an  occupide  [man],  and  draweth  packes  of  Cloth  from  Holifaxe  to  Hull, 
and  ther  lodethe  hymself  home  againe  wzth  stockfishe,  red  heringes  and 
such  marchaundrie  wares;  and  bie  that  occasion  was  well  acquaintid 
With  one  Mastev  Danbie,  a  me?'chaunt  man,  and  hath  bestowid,  bie 
tymes,  aboue  on  C'  w^th  hym.  and  so  apon  a  tyme  hit  was  this 
deponewtes  fortune  to  se  mesires  Gile,  whom  he  well  knewe,  and  often 
tymes  had  sene  her,  and  she  hym ;  and  she  axid  hyni  whether  he  knewe 
Mosfer  Holden ;  and  he  said  'yes.'  and  she  said,  "  have  me  comended  to 
^  leaf  4,  back,  and  9.  ^  Hazelbeach,  near  Northampton. 
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my  husband ;  and  say  I  am  glad  that  he  is  merie ;  and  geve  liym  this 
bendid  grote";  and  she  paid  for  this  deponewtes  supper,  and  so  this 
depone?it  came  home,  and  did  his  message,  and  delivered  Master  Holden 
liis  token,  and  beynge  askid  whie  he  wold  not  tell  her  of  Master 
Holdens  other  wief,  he  answerith,  '  biecause  he  wold  not  discomforth  an 
old  auncient  gentlewoman '  /  "  (Well  said,  Mr.  Cloth-  and  Fish-carrier.) 

Ad  ij^  SiTtieulum,  This  depone?it  sais,  that  Master  Holden  did  knowe 
of  liis  forther^  wief  beynge  on  lyve,  bie  reason  of  the  bended  grote 
deliverid  to  hym  from  her  as  a  token,  and  forther  he  \next  leaf  of  the 
MS.  is  gone.] 

2.    Margaret  Alatt  v.  Eichard  Pierson. 

Suit  for  Divorce  for  Husband's  alledgd  Incompetence  and  Wife's  alledgd  Adultery. 

-facta  fuit  sequens  exawi«acio  testium,  in  causa  divorcii,  supe?'  libello  ex 
prt?'te  Mrt?'garete  Alatt  conti^a  'Ricai^dum  Pierson,  eius  maritu7?z,  oblato, 
capt«  cora??i  magistro  Eoberto  Leche  &c,  xvij"  die  M«?*tij  1561  [-2]. 

liicardna  Birch wodde,  parochie  de  Weram  [Weaverham],  nov*t  par- 
te??! acii'icem  et  ipartem  Team  a  puer2ciis ;  et  [est]  eiaiis  xliij  SiunoTum  / 

Ad  \>rim\wi  aiticuium  /  This  depone?2t  sais,  that  he  was  p?'esent  bie, 
when  Margaret  Alat  and  Richard  Pierson  were  marled  together  in  the 
paryshe  church  of  Weuerham,  about  Candlemas  was  twelfmonthe. 

Ad  ij**  ar^zc;:^lum.  This  depone?it  sais,  that  Ma?*garet  Alat  hath  told 
this  depone/it,  that  she  hath  done  what  she  could  to  have  children  bie 
'RicJiard  Pierson,  her  husband. 

Ad  iij  aiiiculum,  putat  eundem  continere  in  se  veri^atem,  sed  nescit 
\}ro  certo  deponere.  et  interrogato  plenius  de  p/'zmo  nYticulo,  vtruwi 
IticarcZus  Pierson  sit  frigide  naturae,  vel  maleficiatz^s,  This  Deponent  sais, 
that  Jiichard  Pierson  hath  told  this  deponewt,  that  he  neucr  liad  carnall 
dole  With  Margaret  Alat,  his  wief.  what  the  cause  shuld  bo,  this  de- 
ponent sais  he  knowes  not ;  but  ther  was  gret  love  betwene  them  before 
the  said  mariage,  insomuch  that  this  deponent  was  desired  of  botli  parties, 
to  be  a  meane  that  they  might  marie  before  the  day  appointid,  lest 
Margaret  Alat  father  liad  not  continued  in  the  same  mynde :  w/<tch 
thinge,  this  depone//t  &  other  their  frendes  brouglit  to  passe. 

Ad  iiij*  ar^tcwlum,  dicit  eundem  fore  \eYum  / 

Ad  V*  ar//cwlu7?i,  nescit  depone?'e  / 

Ad  \\iimumf  dicit  predeposita  per  eum  foro  vera  et  famam  supe 
hwiusmodi  labonire.     jion  est  doctz^,  non  conductu^  &c.  / 

*  former,  earlier  »  leaf  46,  No.  19  in  Piccope's  Index. 
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^Edwardus  Ameiy,  prt?'Ocliie  de  Weuerliam,  etaU's  xliiij'  an7iorw?», 
nowt  partes  ab  infanciis  eorund67n. 

Ad  pWmu7?i  ar^zcwluyn,  This  depone7«t  sais,  that  Margaret  Alat  and 
"Richard  Piersoii  were  iiiarie-d  together  in  the  parysh  church  of  Weue?-ham 
apon  a  Saturday,  about  Candlemas  was  twelfmonth ;  and  that,  he  perfittlie 
reme??ibres,  biecause  he  was  ^resewi  bie  at  the  same ;  &  they  were  maried 
bie  S^r  William  Holcrofte,  vicar  there ;  and  a  gret  nombre  was  pj-esent 
bie  els,  bisides  this  deponent,  and  forther,  this  deponewt  sais,  that  he 
can7?ot  certenly  tell  whether  ther  be  any  Imped^me?2t  wherbie  the  mariage 
shuld  not  continue ;  but  he  sais  that  he  hard  bie  Eeport,  Vddiard  Peirson 
to  be  a  man  vnable  to  have  children ;  &  he  hath  hard,  bie  the  mouth  of 
the  said  Ric/zarcZ,  that  the  said  Ridiard  had  neuer  carnall  Acte  wzth  the 
said  Ma?'garet  Alat,  his  wief;  and  that  he  had  had  counsell  to  go  to 
pliisike,  to  seke  remedye  for  the  same.  Moreouer,  this  deponerit,  beynge 
askid  what  the  cause  shuld  be  of  Ridiard  Pierson  his  infirmitie,  answeris, 
that  *  whether  hit  came  of  a  hurt,  or  els  of  som??2e  naturall  Impedime/it, 
he  cauTiot  Judge.'  beynge  forther  demaundid,  w^hether  ther  was  no  dis- 
pleasure taken  betwene  the  two  pa?*ties  maried,  wherfore  he  will  not  cast 
his  love  to  his  wief  for  a  wilful!  stubbwnzes,  rather  then  for  any  Impedi- 
ment ;  sais,  that  the[y]  lovid  very  w^ell  at  the  begine'nge,  for  the  space  of 
viij  wekis ;  and  then  this  DeponcTzt  hard  say  that  the  said  Ma?*garet  laid 
this  fault  vnto  her  husband,  that  he  Avas  vnable  &c  /  what  displeasure 
hath  growen  betwene  them  sins,  this  depone/it  knowis  not ;  but  this  he 
Avell  remembres,  that  a  learnid  man  councelid  the  said  'Richard  to  seke 
Remedie  betwene  Whitsonday  last  till  Michaelmas  last ;  but  when  Mic- 
haelmas day  was  past,  &  his  wief  perceyvinge  ^that  he  could  not  do  any- 
more tlien  afore,  she  comensid  a  sute,  and  sekid  for  a  divorce  to  be  had 
bie  the  lawe  betwixe  them ;  wher-of  Richard  Pierson  was  so  ashamid, 
that  he  wold  have  runwe  his  way ;  and  had  gone  xxx*'''  mile  on  his  way, 
and  was  fett  againe  bie  his  frende^,  and  bound  to  abide  the  award  of  the 
lawe  /  and  forther,  this  depone?it, — beynge  askid  whether  Ma?'garet  Alat 
did  not  fansye  some  other  man  more  then  her  husband ;  and  for  that  she 
wold  have  an  other,  and  hath  laid  this  faut  to  her  husbanded  charge 
wrongfuUie ; — answeris,  that  in  his  Conscience  he  knowes  non  that  she 
fansied  so,  at  the  first  when  she  did  alledge  Impedime?zt  against  her 
husband :  but  what  may  be  sins,  this  depone?zt  knowis  not. 

Ad  ij^  ar^zcwlu??z,  credit  eundem  continere  in  se  verifatem. 

Ad  iij*  Qxticulvunj  credit  eunde?7^  fore  verum. 

Ad  iiij  SLTtiaAwiif  dicit  eunde77i  fore  verw7?i. 

1  leaf  46,  back.  -  leaf  47. 
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Ad  V*  Sirticulum,  credit  ennde7?i  fore  verzn??. 

Ad  vltimw???,  dicit  p?-edeposite  \)er  emn  fore  vera,  et  fania??z  super 
huiusmodi  laborare^  in  p«?'ochiis  circu??^  vicinis.  non  "est  doctws,  non 
conductz^s,  no7i  affinis,  non  cousangwmews,  non  curat  de  victoria  &c^  / 

'Responsiones  persowales  Ricardi  Pierson,  capte  cora7?z  ma- 
gistvo  Eobe7'to  Leche  &&,  eodem  die  / 

Ad  prtmu??i  articuluin,  This  respondent  sais,  that  he  &  Ma?*garet  Alat 
were  maried  in  Weueyliam  church,  about  Candlemas  was  tvvelfmonth,  bie 
tlie  vic«?-  there,  bie  tlie  consent  of  their  frende*.*,  who  made  vp  the  mariage 
betwixe  them,  and  forther,  this  Eespondent  sais,  that  he  thinkes  tlie  said 
Margaret  toke  this  respondent  for  verye  love,  beynge  askid  '  howe  longe 
the  same  love  did  continue';  he  sais  **but  a  while;  ^for  the  said 
MargHTet  sclaundrid  this  Tesj)ondent,  that  he  was  not  able  to  do  as  man 
ought  to  do  wz'th  his  wief,  within  viij  wekis  after  the  mariage."  beynge 
askid  whether  hit  was  a  sclaunder,  he  sais  "  Yea ;  and  a  very  false 
sclaunder";  for  he  sais,  'he  is  able  to  have  children,  and  hath  provid 
hit  by  an  other  woman;  &  hath  a  child,  av/wcIi  in  his  conscience  he 
thinkes  to  be  his  owne.'  beynge  askid,  'howe  hit  chauncid  he  wold 
medle  with  an  other,  havinge  a  wief ' ;  he  sais,  '  he  wold  neuer  have 
done  so,  but  that  she  had  reysid  suche  a  sclaunder;  wZ/zch  all  the 
Cuntrie  shuld  knowe  to  be  false  by  this  meane.'  beynge  askid  '  whether 
he  hath  had  carnall  copulaczon  with  his  wief,'  he  answeris  *  no.' 
beynge  askid  the  cause  whye ;  he  sais,  *  the  first  night  he  was  maried,  he 
wold  have  had  his  pleasure  of  her ;  and  bie  chaunce  hurt  hym  before  he 
could  have  his  pleasure  ;  and  thereapon,  thinkinge  he  shuld  have  mendid, 
he  absteynid  from  her  Companye.  then  she,  in  the  meane  season,  before 
he  cold  be  perfitle  amendid,  sclaundrid  hym  with  the  lacke  of  [Membra, 
struck  out]  that  w/^ich  a  man  shuld  have,  afterward,  this  re.«?pondent 
perceyvinge  that  without  Remedye  he  did  not  amend,  askid  councell  of 
one  Sir  Roberte  Swan,  who  dwellith  in  Rostorne  paryshe;  w//ich  Sir 
Roberte  sawe  this  respondanies  water;  &  told  hym  he  might  be  easilie 
holpen,  &  gave  hym  a  drinke,  w//2ch  he  dranke  eveninge  &  morninge,  bio 
the  space  of  ix*  daies,  &  so  was  curid,  and  •  pcrcey vid  hym  self  lustye.' 
beynge  askid,  *whie  he  went  not  then,  when  he  was  lustie,  to  his  wief, 
and  vsid  her  companye  in  bed'  :  he  answeris,  'biecause  his  wief  vsid  ^tho 
companye  of  one  Thomas  Pawton,  and  one  Jane  Sidebothrtni,  who  is 
knowne  to  Ixi  a  naughtie  woman.'  and  forthor,  beynge  demaundid 
*  wlieilier  lie  will  licreaftcr  fansic  his  wief,  as  lie  ought  to  do ' ;  lie  sais, 

*  MS.  8.  li.  lalwrare  super  huiusmodi.        '  leaf  47,  back.        '  leaf  48 
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*  he  will  neuer  loue  her,  biecause  she  hath  so  sclaundrid  hym.'  beynge 
demaundid  forther,  *  whether  euer  his  wief  did  desire  hym  bie  gentle 
word^s  to  shewe  that  he  lovid  her,  in  vsinge  her  as  a  husband  shuld  his 
wief ' ;  he  sais  that  '  she  did  desire  hym  two  or  thre  tymes,  before  he 
was  amendid,  to  have  dole  with  her ;  but  neuer  sins ' :  to  w^^ch  wordis 
he  made  answere,  that  '  lie  was  not  well,  but  he  thought  he  shuld  amend 
in  continuance  of  tyme.' 

Ad  ij*^  /  credit  pa?*s  acta  cupit  de  mavito  [i  MS.],  et  procreare  filios. 

Ad  iij*  articulwn,  negat  eundem  fore  \eTum. 

Ad  iiij',  dicit  eundu??i  fore  weTum. 

Ad  V*  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  \\timum,  credit  credits,  et  negat  negata ;  et  supe?-  no7i  creditiV  et 
negati'^,  credit  fama?w  now  laborare  / 

3.   Henry  Price  v.  Mawde  Price  or  Gregorie. 

(Adultery  :  Divorce  on  account  of  Precontract  of  Marriage. ) 

1  Eesj^onsio  personalis  Matilde  Gregorie  alms  Price,  capta  super  libello  ex 
parte  Henrici  Price,  in  causa  Diuorcij  contra  eandem  Matildaiu 
oblato,  exa?^i«ata  medio  suo  ra*°  p  MS.],  coram  nagistro  Eobe?*to 
Leche  &c,  viij®  die  mensis  maij  1562°. 

Ad  p?'^ma??^  po.s^Y^onem,  credit  dicta??i  ■positionem  fore  vera?n,  quia 
matrimomw??i  fuit  solempnizatu??*  inter  ista??i  lesjwndentein  et  Henricum 
Price,  in  ecclesia  parochie  de  Buwburie,  citra  festum  ommum  Sanctouun, 
xxj  annis,  vt  recolit,  elapsis. 

Ad  ij*^  i)Ositionem,  credit  dicta??z  ipositionem  continere  in  se  veritatem. 
reddendo  raciowem  sui  dicti ;  that  abowt  a  twelmonde  afore  this  vespond- 
ent  was  maried  to  Henrie  Price, — afore  sufficient  recorde,  callid  Robert 
Wilson,  TJiomas  Spark,  Alice  Dood  &  other, — she  was  contracted  to  one 
Eondall  Gregorie,  off  the  pa?"ich  of  Bu?iburie,  in  the  howse  off  Hugh 
Gregorie,  in  thes  wordis,  wideUcet :  "  I,  Rondall,  take  the,  Mawde,  to 
mye  wiff,  from  this  daye  forthward,  till  death  vs  departe ;  and  therto  I 
plight  you  mye  troth."  and  so  likewise  she,^  this  res/?ondent,  said  :  *'  I, 
Mawde,  take  the,  Eondall,  to  my  wedded  husbonde,  from  this  daye 
forthward,  till  death  vs  departe ;  and  therto  I  plight  you  mye  troth," 
manibus  iunctis,  et  disiunctis,  et  sic  osculati  sur^t  (?).  and  after  that, 
this  res/>ondent  hade  toe  children  bie  the  said  Eondall,  after  that  this 
respondent  hade  maried  the  said  Henrie  Price,  then  the  said  Henrie 
beyng  in  se?'uice  w^t7i  certen  gentilmew  /  and  this  respondent  sais,  that  she 
1  leaf  55,  back  (Piccope's  No.  21).  2  ^g   ti^e 
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was  abowt  xviij**"*  yeres  off  age  when  this  contracte  was  made  yfiih 
Eondall  Gregorie,  and  free  then  from  all  other  men  j 

lAd  iij'  posiYzonem,  dicit  contenta  in  dicto  didiculo  fore  vera,  qm'a 
necqz^e  habiiit  carnalem  copula??*-  cu??i  dicto  Henrico,  nee  qm'tt  ex  pa?*te 
sua  necqwe  ratificauit  hoc  matrimo7itw??i  re  aut  verbo  /  post  hoc  p?*esens 
ladiivimoniuin  solempniza^w??!. 

Ad  iiij*"""  pos^Y^onem,  credit  contents  in  dicta  iposiHone  fore  vera ;  et 
quia  compulse  fuit  per  parentes  et  amicos  suos,  ipsa  invita,  ad  contra- 
hendiwi  ma.tnmonium  cum  dicto  Henrico  Price , 

^xaminac'io  testiu?7i  in  caMS«  p?*edicta,  die  et  an«o  p?'edictis  .  .  , 

Alicia  Doode,  pat'ochie  de  BuTzbure,  ihideia  oriunda,  etatz's  circiter 
xt  annos,  nouit  T^artem.  actricem  xxj  annos,  et  nouit  pa?-tem  rea??i  a 
puericia  sua. 

Ad  primw??i  avticulnm,  this  deponent  sais,  that  Henrie  Price  and  Mawde 
Price  were  maried  together  in  the  pa?-ich  church  off  Bu7«bure,  abowt  the 
fest  off  Mychaell  the  arcangell,  xxj  yeres  past;  and  that,  she  knowis  well, 
beyng  a  neybow?-  dwelling  ther  adioneng,  nere  vnto  Hugh  Gregorie,  father 
vnto  the  said  Mawde  Gregorie,  alms  Price  / 

Ad  ij*^  aiticulnin,  this  deponent  sais,  that  betwixe  the  fest  off  Estur 
and  the  Roode  daye,  xxij  annis  elapsis,  she,  this  deponent,  was  bie,  when 
one  Rondall  Gregorie,  and  the  said  Mavde  Gregorie,  ah'as  Price,  made  a 
contracte  together  in  the  howse  of  Hugh  Gregorie,  father  vnto  the  said 
Mavde  Gregorie,  in  thes  wordis,  videlicet :  "I,  Rondall,  take  the,  Mawde, 
to  my  weddid  ^wiff,  in  sekenes  and  in  helth,  till  death  vs  depa?'te ;  and 
therto  I  plight  you  my  troth."  And  the  said  Mavde  saide  vnto  the  said 
Rondall :  "  I,  Mavde,  take  the,  Rondall,  to  mye  weddid  husbonde,  in 
sikenes  and  in  helth,  till  death  vs  departe ;  and  therto  I  plight  you  mye 
troth " ;  manibus  iunctis  et  disiunctis ;  presentibus  tunc  ihidem,  Thoma 
Sparke  et  Roberto  Wilson.  ahVer  qz^oad  aTticuhim  nescit  deponere  /  but 
tJiat  Rondall  Gregorie  had  toe  children  bie  the  said  Mavde  Gregorie,  after 
the  said  mariage. 

Ad  iij""*"  articulum,  this  deponent  sais,  after  this  matrimonie,  to  her 
knolege,  the  said  Henrio  [Price]  did  neuer  lye  vfith  the  said  Mavde,  nor 
did  cohabete  volu7Jtarie  together,  nor  did  consent  together  as  man  &  wiff. 

Ad  iiij*"*"  ar/tc«lu77i,  dicit,  quod  dicta  Matilda  compulsa  fuit  per 
parentes  et  amicos  eorundewi — ip«a  invita, — ad  contrahendwwi  matri- 
monium  cum  dicto  Henrico  Price,  prout  ista  deponens  bene  sciuerit.  ... 

Matilda  Broke,  parochte  do  Bu/tburo,  ihidem  movniiH,  tra.xit  xviij 
»  leaf  56.  »  leaf  56,  back. 
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annos ;  etaU's  circiter  xlvij**'"  annos ;  nouit  partem  actricem  xxx*"  anuis, 
et  Matiklam  Gregorie  a  natiuitate  sua. 

Ad  Ytrimnm  avticulum,  this  deponent  sais :  as  she  remey/ibres,  Henrie 
Price  and  Mavde  Gregorie  were  maried  together  in  the  parich  church  off 
Bu?/-bure,  abowt  the  fest  off  niychaell  the  arcangell,  xxj*'  yeres  past ;  and 
that,  she  knowis,  bie  cause  slie  was  one  that  dressid  the  dyner  the  same 
daye. 

^Ad  ij**  articulum,  this  deponent  sais,  that,  as  she  liarde  saye,  Roudall 
Gregorie  hade  made  a  contracte  with  the  said  Mavde  Gregorie  afore  the 
mariage  celebrate  and  solempnized  betwixe  tlie  said  Henrie  Frice  and  the 
said  Mavde ;  and  that  after  the  said  contracte  made,  the  said  Rondall 
Gregorie  hade  bie  the  said  Mavde  toe  children,  a  boye  and  a  wench ; 
wich  this  deponent  well  knowis  to  be  true. 

Ad  iij*"*"»  a,iHculum,  dicit,  in  vim  iuramenti  sui,  that  she  verelie  knowis 
that  the  said  Henrie  Price  did  not  ratitie  the  said  matrymonie  bie  carnall 
copulacion ;  for  the  said  Henrie  hade  told  hyr^  bie  a  secrett  frende,  that 
the  said  Mavde  was  with  childe ;  and  therapon  wolde  haue  no  thinge 
to  do  with  hyr ;  and  itt  proved  not  so ;  and  so,  apon  that,  they  fell 
owt,  and  dwellid  not  together ;  but  the  said  Henrie  wen^.  to  se?'uice,  and 
dwellid  abrode  with  gentilme??,  so  that  this  deponent  thenki's  verelie  tliey 
iieuer  consented  together  / 

Ad  iiij*""*  articulwn,  this  deponent  sais,  that  the  said  Mavde  was  com- 
pellid  bie  her  parentis  and  other  hyr  frendis  to  marie  the  said  Henrie,  for 
bie  cause  she  wept  the  same  daye  that  she  shuld  be  maried,  afore  this 
deponent,  and  said,  "  bie  hyr  owne  mynde,  she  wold  rather  haue  drowned 
hyr,  then  maried  the  said  Henrie  Price." 

^'Responsiones  ipeisonales  Henrici  Price,  capte  Die  et  loco  ipredictis. 
[8  May,  1562,  is  the  last  date  given,  on  leaf  55,  back.] 

This  lespondent  sais,  by  vertue  of  his  othe,  that  he  did  not  here  of 
any  p?-econtract  made  by  Mawde  Gregory,  his  p?'e^ensid  wief ;  for  yf  he 
had,  he  sais  he  wold  neuer  have  maried  her.  beyinge  askid  ho  we  &  by 
what  meane  he  hard  hit,  for  that  the  said  Mawde  had  made  a  precon- 
tracte,  he  answerid,  he  came  to  the  knowledge  [of]  hit  by  one,  Robe?-te 
Wilsons  wief,  about  half  a  yere  after  the  mariage  betwixe  the  said  Mawde 
&  hym ;  who  said,  that  '  she  cold  have  told  hym  that  afore.'  beynge 
askid  whether  he  had  ewer  carnall  Act  w/tli  the  said  Mawde ;  he 
answeris,  bie  his  othe,  *iio.'  reddendo  rac^ne?7i  sui  dicti,  he  sais,  that 
the  first  night  that  this  res/^ondent  &  the  said  Mawde  laid-bye  together, 
1  leaf  57.  ^  j^jg,  iiyj^  s  j^af  61  (Piccope's  No.  25). 
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lie  wold  have  had  his  pleasure  apon  her ;  and  she  answeiid  &  said,  that 
'  he  should  not  have  any  pleasure  of  her  of  vij  yeres.'  whereapon  this 
res/9(?ndent,  perceyvinge  and  iudging  that  she  lovid  an  other  man  better 
then  hym,  fell  into  such  sorowe  that  he  was  not  his  owne  man ;  &  went 
out  of  the  Cuntrey  to  Service.  &  sais,  he  hard  tell  that  she  had  two 
children  by  Rondull  Gregory ;  w/ach  hath  causid  hym  to  cast  his  mynd 
from  her,  &  to  forsake  her  Company,  &  to  repent  the  mariage  / 

iExa??ii?iacio  Hsindulphi  Gregory  in  causa  divorcij  inter  Henricu??i 
Price  et  Matilda??z  Trice,  capta  cora??i  magistw  Eoberto  Leche, 
&c,  xxix"  die  Maie,  1562°  / 

This  depone7it  confcsseth  that  ther  was  a  full  and  pe?'fitt  cowtracte 
betwixe  Mawde  Gregory  &  this  depone?^t,  of  mariage,  before  that  she 
maried  Henry  Price ;  and  that  this  deponcTit  sais  he  was  at  that  tyme 
fre  from  all  women,  and  the  said  Mawde  free  from  all  men,  to  his  kno- 
ledge.  and  further  he  sais,  that  he  did  not  forbid  the  banes  askid  betwixe 
the  said  Henry  Pn'ce  &  Mawde  Gregory,  biecause  he  hard  men  say  that 
the  said  Mawde  &  this  deponent  were  to  nere  akinne  to  marry  in  those 
dales,  forbiecause  this  depone/ites  father  was  brother  to  the  said  Mawdes 
grandfather,  but  afterward,  he  pe^'ceyvinge  the  marriage  cold  not  stand 
betwixe  the  said  Mawde  &  Henry ;  &  pe?-ceyvinge  that  the  first  contract 
shuld  stand  /  had  carnall  dole  with  the  said  Mawde  sins  the  said  mariage 
of  Mawde  &  Henry  ;  &  by  her  had  two  children.  &  further  this  depone7it 
beleves,  &  takes  hit  in  his  Conscience,  that  the  said  Mawde  &  Henry 
had  neue?'  carnall  Acte  together.  Reddendo  racione?^  dicti  sui,  he  sais, 
that  the  said  Henry  compleynid  to  dyverse  of  his  frendts  that  she  wold 
not  accept  hym  as  her  husband.  &  also  this  depone?it  sais,  that  yf  he 
thought  they  had  carnall  dole  together,  she  shuld  neuer  be  his  wief ;  & 
nowe  this  depone«t  take«  her  to  be  his  wief;  &  where  there  hathe  bene 
dyverse  better  manages  offred  to  hym,  he  hath  alwaies  refusid  to  marry 
any,  biecause  he  cold  not  marry  any  other  in  his  Conscience ;  nor  iieuer 
will,  duringe  her  lief ;  for  that  the  vicar  of  Bu/ibury,  a  learnid  man,  beyiig 
gostly  father  to  this  deponent,  Mawde,  &  Henry,  hath  counsolid  this 
deponent,  either  to  take  her,  or  to  abstoyne  from  mariage  duringe  her 
lief,  for  that  hit  is  a  full  precontract,  by  Godde*  lawe,  betwixe  this 
deponent  &  tlie  said  Mawde  / 

»  leaf  C3,  back  (Piccope's  No.  26»). 
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4.    Elizabeth  Shuttle  worth's  Confession. 

(Has  refused  her  Husband  for  Peter  Hartley,  and  past  off  Hartley's  child  as 
her  Husband's.) 

^  Re^^wnsiones  pe7*so7iales  Elizabethe  Shotilvvorth  super  cerU's  ar^icwlis,  sibi 
per  Laurenc^w7?^  Shotilworth  obiectis',  capte  cora??!  magistro  Roberto 
Leche  &c  ix°  die  Octobris,  156  P. 
This  Res2>ondent  sais,  that  she  was  Lawfully  maried  vnto  Laurence 
Shotilworth  wtthout  any  Lawful!  Impedime7^t  betwixe  them ;  &  that  she 
was,  and  is,  his  Lawfull  wief,  and  hath  had  vj  or  vij  Children  by  the 
said  Laurence,  further  beynge  demaundid  why  she  did,  contrary  to  her 
promesse  made,  &  contrary  to  the  Lawe  of  wedlocke,  play  the  hoore  :  she 
answeris,  *  her  grace  was  no  better '  /  beynge  askid  who  was  the 
Adulter  w/th  her,  she  sais,  '  one  Peter  Hartley  of  the  parish  of  Colne ; 
and  the}'"  were  neibo^re*'  together ;  and  the  said  Peter  had  a  child  bie  this 
re^y^ondent,  yet  Livinge,  w/a'ch  was  the  last  child  this  Respondent  bare  of 
her  body'  /  beynge  askid,  'ho we  longe  sins  the  said  Peter  drewe  into  her 
Company  vnlawfully ' ;  she  sais  *  it  is  about  iiij"**  yeres  ago ;  &  to  dis- 
charge her  Conscience,  this  Respondent  [confesses  that  she]  had  a  child 
supposid  to  be  her  husbanded,  callid  Jone,  bie  the  said  Peter  Hartley  : 
and  Peter  Hartley  hath  had  oftener  to  do  w^'th  her  w^t]lin  this  iiij"*" 
yeres,  then  her  husband.'  beynge  askid  *  howe  this  matter  first 
apperid  to  her  husbandes  knoledge  : '  she  sais,  *  she  lovid  Peter  Hartley 
so  well,  that  she  wold  not  suffer  her  husband  to  lye  wz'th  her ;  and  so, 
whan  he  pe?'ceyvid  this  Respondent  to  be  w^th  child,  he  perceyvid  her 
noughtie  lief  and  misdeamenowr ;  &  biecause  he  did  not  lye  w/th  her,  he 
knewe  certenly  it  cold  not  be  his.'  beynge  demaundid  *  whether  she 
can  burthen  her  husband  we'th  his  misly vinge  with  women ' ;  she 
answeris,  *  she  can?zot  truly  burthen  or  suspect  liym'  /  beynge  askid 
*  whether  any  other  had  to  do  with  her,  but  Peter  Hartley,  sins  she  was 
maried,'  she  sais  *  no ' ;  and  that,  she  may  depose  on  the  Sac^ame7^t. 
beynge  askid,  *  whether  she  was  compelld  by  force,  or  alurid  by  faire 
promysses,  to  confesse  so  much  against  herself ' ;  she  sais  *  no !  for  she 
doth  hit  only  to  save  her  othe,  and  discharge  her  Conscience ;  biecause 
hit  is  a  matter  of  Truthe.'  beynge  askid  '  howe  she  will  lyve  hereafter, 
sins  she  can?iot  mary,  and  her  husband  hath  refusid  her ' ;  she  sais  *  she 
knowis  not,  but  as  God  will  provide  for  her.'  beynge  threatnid  to  do 
l>enawnce,  she  desires  [the  Chancellor]  to  be  good  to  her,  and  she  will  do 
what  she  shalbe  assigned  to  do  / 

^  leaf  77,  back. 
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bh.  Jane  Downes  v.  Reginald  Downes.     (See  ba,  p.  202-3.) 

Adultery  and  Separation.     (A  Child-Marriage :  see  p.  202-3.) 

-^  Re5j9onsiones  perso7^ales  Eeginaldi  Downes,  super  posiYzonibus  et  &xticu\\s 
Li^eZli  oblate  ex  pa?-te  Jane  Downes,  capte  cora??i  ma^istio  Eobe?'to 
Leche,  in  \egibits  haccalau7'eo,  &c.,  die  et  an7io  iwedictis.  [17  Dec. 
1562.] 

Ad  ^rimam  positionem  /  This  respondent  sales,  that  Jane  Downes  and 
he  were  marled  together,  and  lyved  together  as  man  ajid  wief,  and  had 
Issue  together ;  and  this  respondent  saies,  he  loves  her  as  a  man  ought  to 
do  his  wief. 

Ad  ij,  this  respondent  saies,  he  had  neue?*  mariage  good  w^th  the  said 
Jane ;  for  this  res/^ondentes  father  sold  liyni  as  his  heire  [1  sold  his  herit- 
able land],  and  had  the  good  to  hym  self,  to  his  knoledge,  wherfore  this 
deponeTit  spent  non  suche.  and  forther  he  saies,  that  the  said  Jane  and 
this  respondent  neue/*  dwellid  together ;  but  she  remayned  at  her  mothers 
liouse,  wherevnto  this  respondent  had  free  accesse  at  all  tymes.  and 
about  xv'  yeres  ago,  this  respondent  had  a  child  by  one  Ellin  Coke, 
which,  child  is  somwhat  younger  then  his  owne  child  he  had  by  his  wi(;f. 
and  sais,  the  tyme  the  said  Jane  had  knoledge  of  that  child  vnlawfully 
begotten,  she,  the  said  Jane,  wold  neuer  graunt  her  good  will  to  contynue 
with  this  respondent  as  his  wief.  but  he  thinkes  that  stubbornes  rather 
came  of  her  frendes,  then  of  the  said  Jane,  and  forther  he  saies,  he  hath 
sins  had  a  child  by  one  Sibill  Pott. 

Ad  iij  .  .  .  beynge  askid  whether  he  hath  had  any  more  children 
vnlawfully  begotten,  this  respondent  saies  he  will  not  answere;  for  he 
saies  he  is  not  bounden  so  to  do  by  the  Lawe  / 

Ad  iiij,  This  res/;ondent  saies,  he  knowes  not  what  the  said  Jane  is 
afraide  of ;  but  lie  saies  he  will  put  in  sureties  to  vse  her  as  an  honest 
man  ought  to  do  his  wief.  and  yf  she  be  afraide  of  his  children  illegiti- 
mate, he  saies  he  wilbe  bounden  also  to  put  them  away  from  hym.  and 
as  for  the  kepinge  of  any  women,  he  saies  he  will  kepe  non,  nor  hathe 
kept  non  this  iij  or  iiij°'  yeres,  or  there  about,  and  yf  ther  be  any  other 
thing  that  she  is  afraid  of,  or  standes  in  feare  of  her  lief,  this  respondent 
saies  the  cause  therof  shalbe  taken  away,  as  shalbe  thought  reasonable  by 
Lawe  or  by  frende*  /^ 

»  leaf  107  (Piccope's  No.  51). 

'  Mr.  W.  H.  Price  has  shown  me  the  enrolment  of  the  Decree  by  which  Jane 
Downos  ^ot  her  Separation  from  bed  and  board  (a  menaa  et  Ihoro,  preserving  tho 
nominal  marriage),  on  March  4,  1562-3. 
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6.    William  Eiton  v.  Mary  Eiton. 

(A  Chaplain,  as  a  Doctor,  has  a  Woman's  water  sent  to  him  for  the  <lisease  oi  Mother.) 
iExa7?ii7iacio  testiu?7i  in  cawsa  Divorcii,  sup^r  libeZZo  ex  parte  Wille7??ii 

Eiton,  armigei'i,  contra  Mariam  Eiton  oblato,  capta  coTum  Domino 
'     Ep?'sco270   et   Magistro   Eoberto   Eblethwaite,  in    absencza    Domini 

Ca.nQeUariif  pnmo  Junij,  1564  / 
Simon  Eradshawe,  CZericus,  CapeZZanus  Johannis  Yrmeston,  g^nerosi, 
etatis  Ix  annoTum  aut  circite?*,  novil  ^artein  actricem  v  an?as,  et  parte??^ 
rea7?i  per  annos.  ....  Interrogati?  de  adulterio  perpetrato  cum  Georgio 
Haughe  ar^ZcwZato  per  eande??i  Mav'nim,  et  an  vsa  est  medicaments^  /  This 
DeponeriZ  saies,  that  *  he  neuer  knew  of  any  evill  Com7?iitted  betwixe 
the  said  George  Haugh  and  Mary  Hciton,  Articulate.'  And  further  he 
saies,  that  *  a  woman  came  vnto  this  deponent,  beinge  a  man  havinge  skill 
and  practize  in  Phisick,  in  the  Name  of  the  said  Mary,  w/tli  the  Water  of 
the  saide  Mary,  (as  she  said,)  to  knowe  of  this  Depone^it  what  disease  the 
said  Mary  had ;  and  to  his  Judgment,  she  that  ought  that  water,  had  a 
disease  callid  the  Mother,  and  no?^  other ' ;  but  this  Depone?zt  thinkes  it 
was  not  the  water  of  the  said  Mary,  biecause  she  came,  about  vj  wekes 
after,  to  this  Depone/it  bie  chaunce,  the  said  Marie  beinge  at  that  tyme 
about  XXX  wekes  or  more  gone  w^th  Child,  to  his  knoledge  or  JudgmewZ ; 
and  told  this  De^tonent,  she  sent  one  to  this  Deponewt  not  louge  afore 

with  her  water  ;  aliZer  nescit  depone?-e 

^Seath  Man,  parochze  de  Deane,  setatis  xxx  anworwm,  novit  i>a7'tem 
actn'cem  xx  an?iis,  et  partem  ream  xij  anms.  Ad  pr2mum  artecwlu??z,  quoad 
■prin\B,77i  partem  eiusdem,  putat  fore  verum;  et  quoad  adulteriu??2  com- 
7nissum  cmn  Georgio  Haugh,  et  de  procreats'owe  prolis,  This  Deponewt 
saies,  that '  about  Samt  George  daie  was  a  xij  moneth,  this  Deponewt  rid 
wzth  his  MzsZris,  Marie  Eiton,  from  Deane  to  Stoforth,^  where  the  mother 
of  WiZZsam  Heiton  dwellid ;  and  bie  the  waie,  betwixe  Deane  and  Man- 
chester, when  the  said  Marie  and  this  depone?it  were  but  a  verie  little 
from  one  Irlames  house,  one  came  to  the  said  Marie  out  of  the  said  house, 
and  said  to  her,  "  Here  is  a  frend  of  yowrs  wold  faine  speake  with  you  " ; 
and  she  returnid,  and  went  into  the  house  or  euer  this  Deponent  came  to 
her.  and  this  depone?it  scarslie  rested  walkinge  the  horses  at  the  doore, 
half  or  quarter  of  an  howre,  when  one  callid  hym  in  to  his  Mistiis.  and 
he  commge  in,  she  gave  hym  drink e.'  beinge  askid,  *  Who  was  drink- 
inge  With  her,'  he  saies,  *  one  George  Haughe,  and  two  or  iij  others ;  but 
for  any  evill  signe  or  Token  betwixe  the  said  George  and  Mary,  he  did 
1  leaf  168.  2  leaf  168,  back.  »  Stofforth. 
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not  se  nor  pe?*ceyve.  and  after  he,  this  deponewt,  had  dronk,  he  went, 
and  cold  gird  but  one  horse,  when  his  ]\Ks^ris  came  out;  wherbie  he 
thinkes  in  his  Conscience,  ther  was  no  carnall   act  com??iitted  betwixe 

them.'     Cetera  nescit 

^Jaco&zfs  Eiton,  parochze  de  Deane,  etat^s  xxxiij  an7^or^^??^,  novit 
^ariQm  actricem  xx  anwis,  et  partem  ream  simihYer  ....  This  deponent 
sales,  that  somewhat  afore  Candlemas  last,  about  ij  or  iij  daies,  this 
deponent,  ridinge  towards^'  London  wzth  Marie  Eiton,  apon  Candlemas 
even,  or  thereabout,  the  said  Marie,  in  Totceter,^  was  deliue^-id  of  a  Man 
Child,  havinge  all  his  right  and  livelie  Limmes,  and  beinge  borne  out  of 
the  Accompte^  that  Eiton  acountid  apon,  about  xij  wekes;  which  Child, 
in  his  Conscience  he  beleves  not  to  be  Viilliam  Heltons,  for  that  Cause  / 
but  whose  it  was,  he  knowes  not ;  or  whether  Haugh  and  the  said  Marie 
had  carnall  act  together,  this  Deponewt  knowes  not.  And  further  he 
sales,  as  touchinge  Medicines,  he  knowes  not  she  toke  any  to  the  ententes 

Bpec/'f  ied  in  this  Article  /  Alifer  nescit  deponere  / 

^ Agnes  Holme,  parochie  de  Deane,  etatz's  circiter  xl  anwos  et  vltra, 
novit  pa7*tes  xij  annis Interrogate  de  Medicamentv's  articu- 
late, This  deponewt  sales,  that  '  betwixe  S'  Ellin  dale  and  Whitsondaie 
was  a  xij  nioneth,  Mary  Eiton  send  this  depone;it  w^'th  her  water  to  Sz'r 
Simon  Bradshawe,  who  lokid  apon  the  same,  and  declarid,  to  his  kno- 
ledge,  she  had  a  disease  callid  the  Mother ;  and  for  the  same,  he  told  this 
Deponent  what  he  shuld  get   her  for  the   same,  beinge  a  herbe  callid 

Muggwede.'     Alias  1  Aliter  nescit  deponere 

^Elizabeth  Winstanley,  parochte   de   Wigan,  etatw   xlx'  anworw??i, 

novit  partes  iiij  anras. 
Ad  pn'mawi  partem  primi  AvticuU^  concordat  cum  precontestlbus  suls  : 
et  quoad  reliqua??!  partem  huius  Aiticulif  nescit  deponere ;  but  apon  S* 
Ellin  dale  was  a  xij  Moneth,  this  deponent  did  helpe  Mary  Eiton,  her 
Mw^ris,  with  whom  she  then  dwellid,  to  make  a  Posset,  and  bredd  of  a 
herbe  callid   Mugge-wede,  for   that  (as  she  thinkes)  that  she   had  the 

Mother,  as  this  Deponent  hard  her  said  Mistria  sale 

^Exa7?7inacio  testiu?/*  super  Excepciionlb?w  oblatw  ex  parte  Marie 

Hey  ton,  contra  testes   productos  ex   parte  WilleZmi  Hey  ton 

annigeriy  eius  mariti,  capta   cora7?i   magistvo   lioberto   Leche, 

&c,  xxix**  SeptcmZ;m  1564. 

'  I'^af  169.  2  Towcester,  Northamptonshire. 

leaf  169,  back.     The  evidence  of  Elizabeth  I'artincton,  at  the  top  of  this 
in  short  Latin  paragraphs,  and  amounts  to  little.     Her  husband  (like  Agnea 
lloliinj'a)  is  a  tenant  of  the  party  producing  hor,  evidently  \Vm.  Eiton.     See  below. 
*  on  loaf  170.  »  leaf  192. 
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Petrus  Wilis tanley,  parochte  de  Wigan,  etaU'6'  t  oxinoxum,  Jiovii  pcrrte??? 
aciricem,  Willelmum  Heiton,  &Tmigerum,  xxiiij  an?ios,  et  pa?'tem  leani  xij 
anriis. 

Ad  p?'imu77i  ar^^cwlum  excepcionwm,  nescit  deponere,  sed  refert  se  ad 
Jura  in  ea  parte ;  but  that  the  said  S^V  Simon  is  a  speciall  f rend  of 
William  Heiton  / 

Ad  ij*^,  this  depone/it  saies,  that  the  said  Seath  Man  articulate,  was 
seruawnt,  and  is  Teno^nit  nowe,  to  William.  Heiton  esquiei ;  and  therefore 
this  depone/it  saies,  he  thinker  he  wold  favoi^r  his  masters  par  tie  / 

^Ad  iij  articuhimj  this  deponent  saies,  that  James  Heiton  articulate, 
and  the  said  William  Heiton,  are  cosin  germains :  and  this  deponent 
thinkes  he  dothe  favowr  William  Heitons  parte  gretlie,  and  is  a  gret 
herer  with  hym  in  the  same. 

Ad  iiij"''  et  v*,  this  deponewt  saies,  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Partington 
is  wief  vnto  a  Tena?^nt  of  the  said  William. ;  and  therfore  he  thinkes  she 
wold  [favowr]  her  said  Masters  pa?'tie.  &  Elizabeth  Holme  is  either  a 
tenawnt,  or  a  tenawntes  wief ,'^  to  the  said  William.. 

Ad  vj,  he  saieth,  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Winstanley,  at  the  tyme  of 
her  Exami?iacion,  was  seruawnt  to  the  said  William  Heiton,  and  is 
doughter  to  this  deponent,  beinge  tenawnt  of  the  said  WiZZ^am;  and 
therfore  he  thinker  she  wold  favowr  her  Masters  partie  / 

Ad  \lUmum,  dicit  ipredicta  per  eum  fore  vera,  non  est  doctws,  non 
instructws;  est  tenens  WilleZmi  Heiton,  SLvmigeri;  non  Curat  [de  vic- 
toria] &c. 

WilleZmws  Chadock,  pa?'Och^e  de  Wigan,  etatz6*  xliiij  annoium,  novit 
•partem  actricem  xvj  an?iis,  et  partem  ream  xij  anwos  / 

Ad  pn'mum  articulxim  nescit  depone?'e,  sed  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea 
parte  :  and  he  saies,  Sir  Simon  Bradshawe  is  an  honest  priest;  &  whether 
he  favowrs  Master  Heitons  partie,  or  no,  he  knowes  not. 

^Ad  ij"^,  this  deponeT^t  saies,  he  knowes  th[e  said]  Seath  Man  very 
well,  who  is  Tenawnt  to  the  said  William.  Heiton ;  &  therfore  he  thinker* 
he  favowrs  the  cause  of  the  said  William ;  but  he  thinker  he  wold  not  go 
against  his  othe. 

Ad  iij  articulmn,  This  deponent  saies,  that  James  Heiton  and  William 
Heiton  esqmer  ar  cosin  germans ;  and  the  said  James  was  a  gret  doer  in 
following  of  this  Matter,  as  the  Cowrt  can  testifie  / 

Ad  iiij,  this  depone/it  saies,  he  knowes  on,  Partingtons  wief,  whose 
husband  is  tenawnt  to  the  said  William  Heiton,  which  this  deponewt 
thinkes  is  she  that  is  articulate. 
^  leaf  192,  back.     ^  giie  stated  herself  that  her  husband  was  the  tenant.     ^  leaf  193. 
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Ad  V*  nescit  deponere,  qwm  no7^  novit  miiliere??^. 

Ad  vj,  this  deponeTzt  sales,  that  Elizabeth  Winstanley,  at  the  tyme  she 
was  sworne  &  Examined  in  this  cause,  was  seruawnt  vnto  Wi/Zmm 
Heiton  esquier,  and  yet  is  a  tenawntes  doughter  of  the  said  William y 
callid  Peter  Winstanley. 

Ad  \\iimumy  dicit  ^redida  per  eum  fore  vera,  non  est  docius,  non 
Conductws ;  est  tenens  part/s  actricis ;  non  Curat  de  victoria,  &c  / 


IV.    AFFILIATIONS. 

1.  Anne  Wadesworthe  v.  John  Whitwham.    19  Feb.  1561-2. 

1  Christabella  Bridge,  alz'as  Hope  .  .  .  etatzs  circiter  xlviij  an7ios  .  .  , 
2  .  .  .  sais  that  she,  with  others,  were  at  the  birth  of  a  woman  child, 
^yh^ch.  Agnes  Wadesworth  brought  forth  into  this  world  about  the  feast 
of  the  Ascenczon  of  owr  lord  last  past ;  and  at  that  tyme  this  deponewt 
sais,  that  the  said  Agnes  toke  hit  apon  her  charge,  that  John  Whitwham 
was  the  father  of  that  child,  &  non  other,  in  the  presence  of  Jenet  Pollet, 
midwyve,  Agnes  Estwodd,  Margaret  Smith,  Benet  Aspden,  this  depone??.t, 
&  Margaret  Wadesworth,  &  other 

Margareta  Wadesworth,  alias  Smithe  .  .  .  etsitis  circiter  xl**  anwos  et 
vltra  .  .  .  sais  that  she  did  knows  that  John  Whitwham  did  go  a  woe- 
inge  to  Agnes  Wadesworth,  &  drue  into  her  Companye ;  but  whether  he 
was  taken  any  tyme  in  bed  with  her,  this  deponent  canwot  tell.  / 

Ad  iij  ar^icwlum,  this  depone/it  sais,  that  she,  wzth  other,  were  at  the 
labowr  of  Agnes  Wadesworth,  beynge  with,  child,  in  the  house  of  John 
Wadesworth,  the  monday  afore  the  Ascenczon  of  owr  lord^  last  past; 
where  the  said  Agnes  then  brought  forth  into  the  world  a  woman  child, 
which  she  toke,  apon  her  charge  &  Conscience,  to  be  the  child  of  John 
Whitwham,  &  non  other :  beynge  there  present,  Jenet  Pollet,  mydwyve, 
Agnes  Estwood,  Margarete  Smith,  Isabel  Shore,  Christable  Bridge,  vnacu??* 
ista  deponen/e 

2.    Eandle  Fradsam  v,  Margaret  Wilkinson. 

(Suit  for  Disproof  of  Affiliation.) 
^Examiwacio  testium  in  causa.  Reclamactonis  purgacionis,  super  libetlo  ex 

»  leaf  80,  ba(;k.  »  leaf  81. 

*  A«cenwon-day,  or  Holy  Thursday,  is  the  Thursday  following  the  fifth  Sunday 
aftor  Easter-day,  Thursdav  in  Rogation  week,  t.  e.  the  week  following  Rogation 
Sunday.  *  leaf  49,  back. 
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pa?*te  'Rsiuuljl  Fradsam  contra  Margaretam  Wilkinson  oblato,  capta 
coram  maglstvo  Roberto  Leche,  &c,  xix°  die  Martii  1561  [2]. 

Anna  Billinton,  parochie  de  parva  Budworth,  etaUs  Ix'  annorwm,  novit 
"partem  actricem  a  natmitate,  et  pai'tem  rea??i  iiij"""  anwis. 

Ad  primum  ar/ecwlu77Z,  This  deponewt  sais,  that  Margaret  Wilkinson 
came  to  the  Vicar  of  Budworth  with  a  filiacion  ;  &  that  the  Vicar  gave 
no  warnings,  but  preceded  to  owninge  of  hit  the  same  day  /  but  after  that 
hit  came  to  the  knoledge  of  the  said  Handall  Fradsam,  he  reclaymed 
the  same;  but  the  same  day  that  the  child  was  ownid,i  he  was  not  in 
the  churche,  nor  knewe  not  of  hit. 

Ad  ij*^  articulum,  This  deponent  sais,  that  the  said  Ma?'garet  Wilkin- 
son brought  v'  women,  and  her  self  vj',  and  they  were  all  her  nere  kins- 
women. 

Ad  iij  articulum,  nescit  certitudinahYer  deponere. 

Ad  iiij*  SiTticulwn,  This  deponcTit  sais,  that  Margaret  Wilkinson  is  of 
an  evill  name  and  fame,  and  of  evill  Conversaczon.  Reddendo  cawsam 
sciencie  sue  huiicsmodi,  This  deponent  sais,  that  she  had  a  child  before  by 
one  Darlington.     aUYer  nescit  depone?'e. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eundem  fore  Yeium. 

Ad  vltimum,  dicit  predeposita  per  ea??i  fore  vera,  et  fama?7i  super 
huiusmodi  laborare.  now  est  docta,  non  conducta,  non  eonsanguinea,  now 
affinis,  non  curat  de  victoria  &c  / 

Margeria  Wilkinson,  statm  de  Budworth  miwori^,  etatis  xli  annorum, 
novit  parte?w  actn'ce?w  a  natiuitate,  et  parte?w  ream  v,  anwis  / 

2  Ad  pn'mu?7i  avticulmn,  nescit  certitudinak'/er  depone?'e,  nisi  ex  rela- 
cione  aliorzi?^,  qui  retuleru?2t  huic  deponenfe  dictum  aiiicMlum  fore  ver?^??i. 

Ad  ij*^  eiYticuImn,  This  Deponewt  sais,  that,  as  she  hard  say,  the  said 
Margaret  brought  certen  women  thither, — the  nombre  she  knowes  not, — 
to  make  her  filiac^on,  who  were  all  her  nere  kinswomen,  as  she  also  hard 
reportid ;  but  .she  knewe  them  not. 

Ad  iij'  artLculmn,  nescit  certitudinahYer  deponere  ad  co7ztenta  in 
eodem ;  but  she  sais,  she  hard  the  said  Ma?'garet  say,  the  said  Rant?all  was 
father  of  her  child,  about  two  monethes  before  she  was  deZ^7/red. 

Ad  iiij'  aYticuliwi,  This  deponent  sais,  that  the  said  Margaret  had  a 
child  before,  with,  one  Darlington  ;  and  that  she  is  of  evill  name  and 
fame,     aliter  nescit  depone?*e. 

Ad  v',  dicit  eunde??i  fore  Yeittm. 

Ad  vltimw??i,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera,  et  famam  super 
huiursmodi  laborare.  non  est  docta,  now  conducta,  now  consangwzwea  &c  / 
^  was  sworn  or  attributed  to  him.         ^  Little  Budworth.         ^  leaf  50, 
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Margareta  Bellin,  parocliie  de  Tor23orley,  etaU'^  xxij  an?iorw?7i,  wovit 
parte??!  actricem  a  puer/cia,  quia,  est  soror  eiusdewi  j  et  ])artem  rea??i  v' 
anwis  /  . 

Ad  p?7'mu77i  avficuhwi,  nescit  certitudinahYer  deponere,  sed  ex  rela- 
cioiie  alioTum,  qui  retuleruwt  huic  deponent!  dec^^^m  articulnm  fore  Yevum. 

Ad  ij^  Mticulum,  This  deponewt  sais,  that  she,  beynge  in  the  towne  of 
Budworth,  did  here  hit  reportid,  that  the  same  day  Margaret  Wilkinson 
slmld  have  fatherid  her  child,  that  she  brought  thither  a  certen  of  wyves, 
whose  names  she  knowes  not,  who  were  nere  kyns women  to  the  said 
Ma?'garet  articulate. 

Ad  iij  avticulum,  This  depone/it  sais,  that  Ma7'garet  articulate,  sit- 
tinge  in  her  house  in  Eton,  in  the  parysh  of  Torporley,  declared  to  this 
deponent,  that  she  counted  her  goynge  with  child  to  be  till  the  later 
Lady-day  in  harvest ;  and  she  was  not  brought  to  bed  till  Alhalowtide 
after,  yxhich.  is  about  viij  weke  distant;  and  forther,  declared  to  this 
depone?it,  ^  that  yf  the  child  were  not  borne  at  owr  Lady  day,  hit  were  not 
RancZaZZ  Fradsams ;  but  she,  this  Deponewt,  think es  her  said  brother  to 
have  had  carnall  act  w?'th  the  said  Ma?'garet  Wilkinson. 

Ad  iiij*  (xrticulum,  nescit  certitudinah'Zer  depone?-e  nisi  ex  auditu ;  but 
this  Depone7it  sais,  the  said  Margaret  had  a  child  bie  one  EonduU 
Darlington  before  this  tyme.     cetera  nescit. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eunder?*  fore  verw77i. 

Ad  \ltimum,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera,  no??  est  docta,  non 
conducta ;  est  soror  pa?^;^  actricis ;  non  curat  &c. 

^Katarina  Okis,  parochie  de  Ouer,^  etat/s  xxxviij  amioium,  novit 
parte??!  actricem  a  pue?*!cia,  et  parte??i  rea??2  vij  an?ii3. 

Ad  pri'mum  articuhwij  nescit  depone?*e. 

Ad  ij**  aTficulum,  nescit  depone/-e,  sed  ex  auditu. 

Ad  iij  avticulnm,  This  dei)onewt  sais,  that  she  and  the  said  Ma?'garet 

Wilkinson,  ])eynge  seruawnte^J  in  house  with  Sir  Phelippe  Egerton,  hit 

chauncid  that  on  a  night  the  said  Margaret  and  this  deponent  shud  have 

lyen  together, — bitwixe  Christmas  and  Alhalowtide,  was  twelfmonth, — 

one  Henry  Hilton,  when  they  were  bothe  a  bed,  came  into  bed  to  tliem ; 

and  this  depone?it  perceyvinge  that,  did  ryse,  and  went  into  an  other  bed 

in  the  same  chambre ;  &  the  said  Henry  Hilton  &  Margaret  Wilkinson 

did  so  continue  in  bed  together,  half  the  night ;  but  who  shuld  be  father 

of  the  cliild,  she  knowes  not ;  but  she  euer  fathered,  hit  apon  Ji&ndall 

Fradsam,  from  the  tyme  she  appearid  to  be  with  child ;  but  whether  the 

*  leaf  50,  back.  •  on  leaf  50,  Imck. 

'  Over  near  Wiu&furd,  which  is  in  the  uoighbourhood  of  the  parties. 
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said  EanciaZZ  had  carnall  acte  with  her,  or  no,  she  [Kat.  Okis]  cannot 
certenlye  depose. 

^Ad  iiij  arfzcwlu?w,  concordat  Anna  Billington,  preconteste  sue. 

Ad  v',  dicit  eunde77i  fore  \evum. 

Ad  wMiiaum,  dicit  p?'edeposita  pe?*  eandem  fore  vera,    now  est  docta  &c. 

Robertas  Russell,  pa7-ochie  de  Malpas,  etatis  Ix*  anorw??i,  nowt 
•pa7'tem  act?'zce??i  a  natmYa^e,  et  pa?-tem  ream,  iiij*""  auTzis. 

Ad  p?'imuw  articulum  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  ij*  axticulmnf  dicit  eundem  fore  Yerum,  provt  audivit  ex  relactone 
alioYum. 

Ad  iij  articulum,  This  deponent  sais,  that  one  Hichard  Weld,  beynge 
seruawnt  to  his  master,  Sz'r  Phelip  Egerton,  reportid  before  this  deponent 
&  dy verse  others  at  Olton,^  about  Candlemas  day  last,  that  he  had  had 
carnall  acte  with.  Ma?^garet  Wilkinson ;  but  the  tynie  he  named  not.  ahVer 
quoad  dicfnm  aTticulum  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iiij'  aiticuhwi,  concordat  cum  Katerina  Okis,  preconteste  sue. 

Ad  v',  dicit  eunde??^  fore  Yerum. 

Ad  Yltimum,  dicit  pre^epos^ta  per  eum  fore,  vera,  &c. 

Edward  ap  Robin,  pa?'ochie  de  Bud  worth,  ^  etatis  xxij  annorum,  novit 
partem  actricem  et  partem  rea??^  ij  an?2is. 

Ad  przmum  et  ij*  articulos,  nescit  deponere  nisi  ex  relacio?ie  aliorwm, 
qui  retulerww^  huic  deponent*  dictos  articulos  fore  veros. 

Ad  iij  avticulum,  This  deponcTit  sais,  that  he  and  one  Roger  Egerton, 
havinge  a  suspicion  that  one  Henry  Hilton  shuld  lye  with  Margaret 
Wilkinson,  about  alhalowtide  was  twelfmonth,  to  his  Remembraunce ; 
and  this  depone^it,  goynge  to  a  chambre  wzthin  the  house  of  Sir  Phelip 
Egerton,  found  the  said  Henry  Hilton  and  Margaret  Wilkinson  lyenge 
together  on  a  whele  bedd^ ;  and  this  deponent  returnid  to  his  fellowe, 
Roger  Egerton,  &  declarid  to  hym  that  the  ^said  Henry  Hilton  was  not 
with  her  [Margaret],  for  els,  yf  this  deponent  had  told  hym  the  truth,  the 
said  Roger  wold  have  taken  hym  [H.  Hilton]  there ;  but  what  he  wold 
have  done,  he  knowes  not  /  and  forther  he  sales,  he  thinkes  Ranc^aZZ 
Fradsam,  articulate,  to  have  had  carnall  Acte  with  the  said  Margaret ;  but 
whether  he  be  father  of  her  child,  or  no,  he  cannot  depose. 

Ad  iiij  arficwlum,  dicit  p?'ovt  audivit,  arZzcnlum  continere  in  se  veri^atem. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eunde?n  fore  vern^n. 

Ad  vltimM?n,  dicit  py-edeposita  per  eum  fore  vera  &c.  non  est  doctz^  &c. 

^  leaf  51.         2  Oulton,  in  the  parish  of  Over.         '  about  20  miles  N.  of  Chester. 

*  The  little  truckle  bed  that  ran  on  wheels  and  was  put  under  a  big  bed. 

^  leaf  51,  back. 
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3.    Wrongful  Affiliation.    Oliver  Leghe  v.  Rose  Sworton. 

Deposition  as  to  Rose  Sworton's  bastard  Child. 
iExa??2iwacio  testis  in  cawsa  Eeclamac^'on^s  purgaciowis  super  \ibel\o  ex 
parte  Oliveri  Leghe  contra  Roseara   Sworton  oblato,  capta  cora7^i 
msigistTo   Roberto  Leche  &c,  die  et  anno  p?*ed^c^is  /  [8  May,  1562, 
on  leaf  55,  back]. 

WilleZmws  Duckworth,  porochie  de  Nauntwich,  etaiis  Ix**  annoium  et 
vltra,  now't  partem  actricem  xviij'^'*"  anwis,  et  parte??z  rea??i  iiij*""  an?ds  / 

Ad  Tprimum  aTticulum,  credit  OliYenun  Leghe  now  fore  pa^rem  p?'olis 
per  Roseam  Sworton  genita??2. 

Ad  ij^.  This  depone/it  sais,  that  he  hathe  hard  Rose  Sworton  say, 
dyverse  tymes,  that  '  there  was  not  any  weddid  man  that  shuld  have  the 
Child  in  her  belly.'  but  she  namid  neuer  any  man  to  this  depone?it,  but 
only  Oliver  Leghe  articulate ;  &  that  was  bothe  sins  the  child  was  borne, 
&  afore,  and  forther  he  sais,  he  thinkethe  that  Roger  Crockett  is  not 
father  of  the  same  child  ;  nor  she  neuer  namid  hym  as  father  vnto  this 
deponent ;  but  this  deponcTit  sais  that  there  was  a  rumowr  of  hit  that  the 
child  shuld  be  his ;  but  this  depone?it  thinkes  hit  came  of  Rose  Sworton, 
that  said  hit  in  an  anger  or  pride,  biecause  Crockett  was  a  handsom^ne 
man  ;  but  after  she  was  examined  of  hit,  she  denied  hit. 

Ad  iij  nescit  ce?*titudinak7er  deponere,  (&c  &c ). 

^Examiwacio  testium  in  cslusci  Oliveri  Leghe   contra   Roseawi 
Sworton,  capta  cora7?2  magistro  Roberto  Leche,  &c,  xix® 
Novembrzs  1562°. 
Rogerus  Crocket  de  Vico  Malbano  [Nantwich],  anworww  xx,  novtt 
Oliverwm  Leg//  per  iiij*""  anwos  familiartYer,  et  partem  ream  per  vij  annos. 
Ad  primu7»,  credit  continere  in  se  veritetem,  sed  pro  certo  nescit. 
Ad  ij**,  this  deponewt  saies,  he  neuer  hard  the  said  Rose,  or  any  other 
person,  name  or  affimie  hym,  this  deponent,  to  be  the  father  of  the  child 
borne  of  the  said  Rose;  neuertheles,  sins  the  said  Oliuer  did  call  this 
deponent  to  witnes,  certen,  in  the   way  of  mirthe,  have  said  to  this 
deponent,  "  God  send  you  no  parte  therof  I  " 
Ad  iij,  nescit  certitudinah'/er  deponere  / 

Ad  iiij,  this  deponeTit  saies,  that  Rose,  articulate,  had  an  other 
child  l>efore  this  infant  articulate,  supposid  to  bo  gotten  of  Wi//tam 
Oofte,  in  whose  house  the  said  liose  was  dwellinge  as  seruawnt,  for  the 
space  of  ij"  or  iij  yeres.  &  beynge  nere  the  tyme  of  travaile,  she  was 
cunvaid  from  her  said  masterB  house,  and  after  she  was  deliverid,  came 
»  leaf  60,  back.  *  leaf  99,  back. 
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to  dwell  againe  w/tli  the  said  Crofte;  &  at  the  said  house  was  gott  wz'tk 
child  the  secouiid  tyme.  and  forther,  this  depone?it  saies,  that  when  the 
said  Rose  was  first  knowne  to  be  with  child,  the  wief  of  Crofte  aforsaid 
did  beate  Rose  very  sore ;  whereapon  it  was  rumorid,  that  the  said  Rose 
was  found  bie  the  said  wief,  in  bed  with,  the  said  Crofte.  Moreouer,  the 
said  Rose,  beyng  deniaundid  of  this  Depone?it,  who  was  the  father  of  her 
secound  child,  answerid  "  a  younge  maried  man  in  the  Aspell  strete  "  : 
w/iich  ansswere,  altho  it  did  not  declare  any  certen  man  knowne  to  this 
deponent,  yet  it  concludeth  that  Oliue?',  articulate,  cold  not  be  ^father  of 
the  child  ;i  as  well  for  that  he  was  not  lately  maried,  as  that  he  dwellid 
not  in  the  same  strete.  But  the  said  Wil/^am  Crofte  was  lately  then 
maried  to  his  secound  wief,  albeit  he  dwellid  not  in  the  said  strete.  And 
forther,  this  depone/it  saies,  that  now  in  tMt  strete,  at  the  tyme  of  the 
Baid  demaund,  was  lately  maried  / 

2 Ad  v',  this  depone?^t  saies,  that  the  said  Rose  is,  and  hath  bene, 
reputid  and  taken  for  a  woman  of  light  demeanour 

Wille/mws  Duckworth  of  the  Nauntwich,  an?iorw??z  Ixiij,  novit  parte?^. 
actncew  pe?-  auTios  xiiij  aut  xv""*,  et  partem  rea??i  per  iij  or^  iiij^"^ 
anwos. 

Ad  ^rimwm  ar^^cwku?z,  he  saies,  that  Oliue?*  Leigh  may  be  the  father 
of  the  child  articulate,  &  may  not  be,  for  any  thing  that  he  certenly 
knowes ;  but  he  rather  iudgeth  'William.  Croft  to  be  father  therof,  by 
theis  reasons :  the  said  Rose  was  dwellinge  in  Crofte**  house ;  &,  beynge 
w^th  child,  went  to  one  Awcockes  in  Hurleston ;  *  &  there  was  dieliveri^ 
of  a  child,  supposid  to  be  the  said  Croftes,  for  that  she  neuer  fatherid  it 
of  any ;  and  afterward  came  to  dwell  againe  w^th  the  said  Crofte.  and 
beynge  w^'th  child  againe,  was  by  the  said  Crofte,9 — somwhat  before  her 
lyenge  downe,  placid  in  a  void  house  oue?*  against  the  house  of  Crofte,  and 
had  such  thinges  as  bedding,  fire.  Candle  &c,  as  were  necessarze  for  her,  at 
the  handes  of  the  said  Crofte.  and  when  she  was  small  againe,  she  was 
set  to  one  ^iohard  Croft,  brother  to  William  Crofte  forsaid ;  and  there 
abiding  vj  or  vij  wekis,  at  the  last  did  not  like  [=  please]  there,  but  fell 
at  worde*'  wzth  the  wief  of  the  house,  vsinge  this  talke :  "  Well,  yf 
promyses  be  not  kept,  he  shall  have  w/iich  is  his ;  and  I  will  go  where 
I  may  do  better " :  w/zich  wordeV,  this  depone?it  did  here,  lyenge  in  his 
bed,  very  nere  vnto  them,  further,  within  a  while  after,  the  said  Rose 
came  to  this  depone/it,  desiring  hym  to  do  so  muche  for  her  as  to  speake 
w^'th  William  Crofte  forsaid, — who  mynded  to  go  from  home,  and  to  tarry 

1-1  Struck  out,  and  *  therof  put  instead.  2  jgaf  100. 

'  so  in  MS.  (not  atU).         *  In  the  parish  of  Acton,  by  Kantwich  in  Cheshire. 
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ij  or  iij  wekis  away, — that  she  and  her  child  might  in  the  nicane  tyme  be 
provided  for,  according  as  he  had  promessid  her,  '  both  that  she  and  it 
shuld  not  want ;  and  that  she  shuld  have  as  good  raymewt  as  euer  she  did 
weare.'  So  this  deponewt,  reasoninge  with  her,  did  perceyve  in  his  iudg- 
me?it  that  the  said  Croft  shuld  rather  be  the  father  of  her  Child  than  any 
other,  neuertheles,  he  went  not  to  hym  [W"!  Crofte],  for  other  bnsines 
that  he  had.  And  he  saies  moreoiie?',  that  the  said  Eose  hath  burthenid 
many  with,  the  said  Child;  somwliile  sayeng  a  l^ancashire  man  shuld 
have  it ;  somwhile,  Crocket  forsaid ;  somwhile,  Oliuer  Lee  forsaid,  &c  / 

4.    Suit  for  Cancellation  of  Affiliation.    John  Cotgreve 
V.  Margaret  Monelay. 

(She  slept  with  John  Barnes.     But  Cotgreve  confesses  copulation  with  her  once.) 
^  Exa??iiwacio  testiuwi  in  cawsa  reclamac/owis  purgac/oms,  ex  parte  Jo- 
hannis  Cotgreve,  super  hbello  contra  Margareta??!  Monelay  o[b]lato, 
capta  cora//i  magistro  Koberto  Leche,  &c,  xxiiij"  die  Octobris  1562°. 

Maria  Haselwall,  paroch^■e  de  Worthinbury,^  eia.lis  xix  annoTum,  novit 
Johannem.  Cotgreve  vij  an?ns,  et  parte7?i  rea7?i  iij  anwis  / 

Ad  pr/mu77i  ar^icwlu?^.  This  deponent  sais,  that  she  cannot  certenly 
depose;  but  she  thinker  John)  Cotgreve  is  not  the  father  of  Margaret 
!Monelays  child. 

Ad  ij*  a.Ttic2ihimf  this  deponent  sais,  that  for  any  thinge  she  knowes, 
John)  Cotgreve  did  not  lie  with  Margaret  Monelay ;  &  for  any  thinge  she 
knowes,  he  might  lye  with  her.  and  this  dcpone?«t  sais,  she  knowes  not 
certenly  when  the  child  was  borne  /  or  whether  hit  be  the  said  Cotgreves 
or  no  / 

Ad  iij  articulum,  quoad  partem  ad  carnalem  copula??i,  deponit  vt 
prius.  quoad  confesseowem  Margarete  Monelay  coram  nonzmllis  matronis, 
nescit  deponere.  Interrogate  de  carnale  Copula  cu7;i  Johanne  Barnes  / 
This  depone/«t  sats,  that  Maz-garet  Monelay,  beynge  with  child,  was  tablid 
at  George  Garratte*  house,  then  mastev  vnto  this  depone7it,  wherby  hit 
fortunid  tlie  said  Margaret  and  this  deponent  did  lye  nightly  together, 
and  after  that  the  said  Margaret  had  bene  at  that  house  the  space  of  vj  or 
vij  wekis,  apon  a  night  the  said  Ma?'garet  did  secretly  leave  the  bed  of 
this  deponent,  <fe  did  steale  to  the  bedd  of  the  said  John)  Barnes,  who  liad 
[bene]  and  was  comynge  &  goynge  to  that  house  about  x  or  xj  wekis  or 
Margaret  came  thitlier,  ^Aud  this  deponent, — perceyvinge  that  ther  liad 
bene,  a   grot   tynio,  suspicton  betweno  the  said   Margaret  &  John),  Sc 

1  loaf  80,  back.        >  Just  in  Wales,  near  Malpas,  Cheshire.        >  leaf  81. 
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felinge  her  to  go  p?'ively  out  of  the  bed, — did  lye  still  for  a  while,  to  knowe 
Avhat  Margaret  ment ;  &  in  processe  of  tyme,  this  depone;it  might  here 
the  said  Margaret  &  John  Barnes  talke  together,  whereapow  this  de- 
pone?it  gate  vp,  and  put  on  her  clothis,  &  drewe  nere  them :  &  so  did 
plainly  perceyve,  by  many  tokens,  that  they  were  nought  together ;  &  lay 
together  the  space  of  ij°  houres  &  more,  the  said  Margaret,  cominge 
from  his  [John  Barnes's]  bed,  to  her  owne,  found  this  deponewt  vp ;  & 
this  depone?it  did  aske  her  '  what  she  did  all  that  while  from  her ;  & 
whie  she  wold  go  to  that  Pocky  knaves  bed  (for  this  Deponewt  hath  hard 
that  he  hath  the  Pocket).'  the  said  Ma^-garet  answerid  'she  was  but 
talkinge  with  hym.'  "  Well,"  <\uod  this  depone7it,  *'  thou  &  I  will  neuer 
lye  together  againe ;  and  I  shall  tell  thie  noughtines,  howe  thou  fatheris 
thie  Child  apon  an  other,  &  go  to  bed  to  an  other."  &  whan  hit  was  day, 
Margaret  Monday  ^wold  have  gevin  this  depone^it^  a  paire  of  shoes  that 
she  ware  apon  her  feete,  to  have  held  her  counsell  close ;  &  she  refusid. 
them.  &  then  she  wold  have  gevin  her  a  peticote;  &  she  refusid  hit 
likewise.  &  the  same  day,  this  depone7it  told  hit  to  John)  Cot^re^'e  &  his 
fellowis  apon  Dye  [Dee]  bridge ;  and  then  one  of  his  fellowis  callid 
Eondull  Jerratt,  came  the  next  day  after,  to  Garrettes  house,  &  found 
the  said  Garrett,  his  wief ,  &  the  said  Barnes,  at  diner  together ;  &  so  told 
them  howe  Margaret  &  Barnes  were  nought  to-gether  ;  &  they  denied  hit. 
&  he  did  aske  for  the  said  Margaret;  &  the[y]  said  she  was  in  the 
kitchin.  &  then  the  said  Eondull  Gerrard  askid  her  whether  she  lay 
w^e'th  Barnes ;  &  she  cold  not  deny  hit ;  &  the  said  John)  Barnes,  after  he 
hard  tell  that  she  had  told,  said  to  her,  '  he  wold  be  her  death.'  and 
apon  that,  for  fere  of  hurt,  this  depone?it  went  away  from  her  master, 
biecause  the  said  Barnes  is  but  a  desperate  fellow 

2Exa??2i?iacio  testiu?72  in  cawsa  reclamaci'oms  purgaczom'^,  ex  parte 
Joharawis  Cotgreve  contra  Margaretaw  Monelay  &c,  vl^imo 
Ociohris  1562^ 

WilleZmws  Washington,  parochee  sancte  Brigitte,^  etatzV  xxxvj,  novit 
partem  actricein  xij  annis,  et  parte???  rea??2  per  vimin  annu??i,  et  vltra  / 

Ad  pn'mum  a.vticu\\im,  This  deponent  sais,  that  he  thinkes  that  John) 
Cotgreve  is  not  the  father  of  Margaret  Monelaes  child,  biecause,  this 
deponent  &  he  beynge  bedfellowes,  and  dailie  conve?-saunt  together,  yet 
he  Reuer  se  him  so  much  as  kisse  her  mouth,  nor  to  be  euer  in  her 
Company  suspiciously. 

Ad  ij"^,  this  depone?it  thinkes  verely  in  his  Conscience  that,  for  any 

1-1  Repeated  in  MS..     .  ^  leaf  84,  back.  ^  in  Chester. 


IV.  Affiliations.     4.  John  Cotgreve  v.  Margaret  Monday.     93 

thinge  that  euer  he  se  or  hard  of,  [John  Cotgreve]  neuer  had  carnall  dole 
wz'th  her. 

Ad  iij  9.Tticu\\xmj  this  deponent  sais,  he  thinkes  this  Article  to  be  true 
for  the  gettinge  of  the  child.  Reddendo  racz'onem  sui  dzc^i,  this  depone/zt 
sais,  that  when  M(<?-garet  Monday  did  name  Cotgreve  to  be  the  father  of 
her  child,  the  said  Cotgreve  hard  say  that  one  Fazakerleys  wief  had 
questionid  w/th  her  about  the  gettinge  of  the  same ;  wherf ore  he  send  for 
her  to  com7?ie,  to  say  what  she  hard,  before  this  depone7it  &  dyverse 
others,  and  the  said  Fazakerleis  wief  declarid  then^  that  the  said  Mone- 
lay,  com??iynge  apon  a  tyme  to  her  house,  when  she  was  with  child,  the 
said  Fazakerleis  wief  askid  her  who  was  father  of  her  child ;  and  she 
answerd  &  said,  '  hit  was  Cotgreves.'  and  she  askid  when  hit  was 
gotten ;  &  she  answerid,  *  in  the  Later  end  of  Christmas.'  "  Then,"  quod 
she,  *'thou  maist  work  all  harvest,  &  gett  a  gret  dele."  and  the  said 
Fazakerleis  wief  beyng  at  that  tyme  gret  wzth  child,  as  she  is  yet,  said, 
"  I  pray  God  let  neuer  parte  with  this  betwene  my  sides,  yf  this  be  not 
true."  and  the  said  Monelaies  child  was  borne  about  Midsomer  last, 
wherby  this  depone?it  thinker  verely,  that  the  said  Cotgreve  cannot  be 
father  of  her  child,  for  that  it  came  above  a  quarter  of  an  yere  of  out^ 
the  account  / 

^Elena  Prince,  paroch^e  Sawc^e  Marie,^  etates  xli  anworww  et  vltra, 
nowt  partem  actn'cem  vj  anyiis ;  et  partem  ream  non  novii  sed  de  facie  /. 
Ad  pn'mum  et  ij*^  Qxticu\o%  nescit  certitudinah'^er  depone?-e;  but  she 
thinkes  verylie  that  he  [John  Cotgreve]  is  not  father  of  Margaret  Mone- 
laies child ;  for  this  deponent  durst  depose  for  Cotgreve,  yf  the  child  were 
his,  that  ho  wold  take  it  / 

Ad  iij  ar^ecMlum,  this  deponent  sais,  that  apon  a  tyme,  she,  this  de- 
ponent, Owen  Otye,  and  one  Ma7*garet  Isherwod,  sittinge  together  in  one 
Ledsams  dore,  in  company  of  Fazakerleis  wief,  the  said  Fazakerleis  wief, 
amonge«  other  talke,  told  this  deponent  &  the  others,  that  Mar^/areb 
Monday,  apon  a  tyme  came  to  her  house,  beyng  gret  w/th  child ;  <fe  she 
askid  her  who  was  father  of  her  child ;  &  she  answerid  that  *  Cotgreve 
was  father  of  hit  *  /  and  she  said  '*  When  was  it  gotten  1 "  she  said  "  the 
later  end  of  Christmas  last."  "  Mary ! "  ({iLod  Fazakerleis  wief,  "  sins 
thou  was  so  vnhappy,  yet  it  is  well,  because  thou  maist  labo7ir  all  harvest, 
&  get  a  gret  deale  of  mony,"  biecause  she  had  so  long  to  go  /  toward  her 
keping  in  childbedd.  <fe  this,  the  said  Fazakerleis  wief  told  of  a  truth, 
bejnge  at  that  tyme  vtiiXi  child.     ahYer  nescit  deponero 

»  out  of.  Meaf85.  »  In  Chester. 
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^Exa???macio  testium  in  c^usa  reclamacioms  purgcaczoww  super  li^eZIo 
oblato  ex  parte  Joha^/ms  Cotgreve,  con^?-a  Ma?*gareta7?z  Mone- 
lay, capta  corayji  vaagistvo  Eobe7*to  Leche,  &c,  x°  die  Novemb^vs 
1562"  / 

Ranulphus  Jerrat,  ^aroohie  ^ancti  Martini, ^  etatzs  xlv'  anworw???,  no?;it 
parte7«  SLctiicem  a  pue?'icia,  et  partem  rea?w  circiter  duos  awnos  / 

Ad  pr^mum  aTticulum  et  reliquos  articulos,  credit  Joha7i?iem  Cotgreve 
no7i  esse  pa^rem  prolis  parte  per  Margareta??i  Monelay.  Reddendo 
Taclone7n  sui  dic^i,  he  sais,  Mary  Haselwall  told  this  deponewt  &  William 
"Washington,  that  Margaret  Monelay  did  go  from  her  owne  bed  pn'vely 
to  John)  Barnes  bed  pr/vely,  and  plaid  the  nought  with.  hym.  where- 
apon  this  deponewt  came  to  George  Garrattes  house,  where  the  said 
Margaret  lay,  &  founde  the  said  Garret,  John)  Barnes,  &  Garrettes  wief, 
at  dinner  together  /  &  after  a  little  reasoninge,  this  deponeTit  said  in  thes 
wordes:  "it  is  told  me  that  Ma?-garet  Monelay  did  rise  from  her  owne 
bed  p?'ively  in  the  night,  &  go  to  an  other  mans  bed,"  meaninge  John) 
Barnes.  Whereapon,  Garret  denied,  and  said:  "I  think  it  is  not  so." 
**  Yes,"  quod  this  depone7^t,  "  let  me  comme  to  hir  face,  &  she  shall  not 
deny  hit."  then  this  depone/it  went  into  the  kitchin  where  she  was;  & 
before  Garrettes  face,  his  wief,  &  the  said  Barries,  she  did  neither  say 
*  yea '  nor  '  nay '  /  then  quod  Garret  to  his  wief,  "  we  had  nede  to  loke 
better  about  vs,  yf  this  be  so."  forther,  beynge  askid  whether  euer  he  se 
any  suspicion  betwixe  them,  he  sais,  *  no?ie  that  euer  he  cold  perceyve,  to 
his  knoledge,  althoughe  he  was  daily  conversaunt  with  hym'  /  cetera 
nescit  deponere. 

'Philippus  Prince,  parochze  Sawc^e  Marie,^  etatis  xl  auT^orwm  et  vltra, 
novit  partem  actn'cem  xj  an7ios  et  vltra ;  et  partem  ream,  de  facie  novit 
ij  anwos  et  vltra  / 

Ad  ar^zfwlos  ojnnes  et  singzdos,  nescit  deponere ;  sed  interrogate  de 
familiaritate  inter  pa7'tes,  he  sais,  beynge  fellowe  to  Cotgreve,  &  contynu- 
ally  cowve?-saunt  together,  yet  he  neuer  se  any  Token  of  suspicion  of  Love 
or  favour  betwixe  Margaret  Monelay  &  hym ;  nor  neuer  hard  of  any 
familiarytie  betwixe  them,  till  it  was  noysed,  her  to  be  w^th  child  w^ih 
hym.  and  Garrat,  w/th  whom  Margaret  Monelay  dwellid,  said  to  this 
deponent,  that  '  yf  Cotgreve  wold  have  bene  rulid  by  hym,  &  lovid  hym 
as  he  lovid  hym  [Cotgreve],  he  shuld  have  had  a  small  part  of  the  child, 
or  no  part  at  all ;  but  sins  he  [Cotgreve]  was  stout  against  hym  [Garret], 
he  shall  have  it ;  and  no  man  els '  /  ahYer  nescit  depone?-e  / 

•      1  leaf  90.  2  In  Chester. 
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^Exawiwacio  testis  in  cawsa  reclamaczoms  purgaczo?iis,  ex  parte  Jo- 
hann\%  Cotgreve  contra  Mrt?'garita?7i  Monday  p?-edicta??2,  capta 
cora77^  ma^idYO  Roberto  Leche,  &c,  xvj"  Decembn's  1562**  / 

Ma?-gareta  Fazakerley,  parocln'e  de  sawc^a  Maria,  nor/t  pa?'te7?i  actrtcem 

X  an7zos,  et  pa7•te7?^  rea772  iij  an7ios  / Ad  iij  ar^zcwlu?72,  This 

deponewt  sales,  that  apon  a  tyme,  Margaret  Monday  beynge  with  child, 
came  to  this  depone7ites  house,  to  desire  this  depone?ztes  husband  to  get 
her  in  favowr  w/th  her  brother,  to  be  good  to  her,  and  to  helpe  her  to  a 
place  to  lye  in  childbed,  and  this  deponent  askid  her,  'who  was  the 
father  of  her  child  * ;  and  she  said  '  Cotgreve.'  and  this  deponeyit  de- 
maundid  her,  *  what  tyme  he  had  to  do  with  her ' ;  and  she  answerid 
"  about  Christmas."  ^  «  Then,"  quod  this  deponeyit,  "  thou  art  happy ; 
thou  may  have  a  pece  of  harvest  to  get  somwhat  in."  but  this  deponent 
cannot  tell  when  the  child  was  borne,  but  this  that  she  hath  spoken, 
this  deponent  (beynge  with  child,  and  not  countinge  past  iiij"""  dales,  or 
little  more,)  doth  say,  as  God  shall  helpe  her  to  her  ddiveraunce  in  safety, 
that  it  is  true.     aliYer  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iiij,  nescit  depone?-e;  but  she  sales  she  was  of  Saint  Michaelles 
pa7*ishe 

3Exa77iinacio  testium  super  materia  exceptiva,  oblata  ex  parte  Ma?'- 

garete  Monday  con^?'a  Johannem  Cotgreve,  capta  coram  ma- 

giatro   Roberto   Leche   in   Jjegibtcs  haccalaureo,   die    et    an7jo 

predic^itf  [4  March  1562-3]. 

Jana  Wright,  parochze  de  "Westkirkby,*  etatw  xl  annorMTTi  et  vltra, 

noy/t  Ma7*gareta77i  Monday  ab  puericia ;  et  Johannem  Cotgreve  noTi  novit 

sed  de  facie  / 

Ad  pn'maw  excepcionc77i,  non  novit  Maria?»  Haselwall,  idee  nescit 

cuius  sit  cond/ciOTzis ;  but  she  sales  she  was  midwief  to  Margaret  Monday 

when  she  was  ddiuered ;  and  she  confessed  in  her  extremes,  that  John) 

Cotgreve  was  father  to  her  child,  &  non  other;  beinge  very  sore  chargid, 

bie  reason  that  this  deponent  &  others  were  troublld  with  an  other  but  a 

little  afore  / 

Ad  reliquos  ar^icwlos  nescit  deponere,  quia,  non  novit  dic<os  testes  per 

Johannem  Cotgreve  producto«;  sed  ad  famam,  she  saies  that  she  neuer 

hard  but  that  Margaret  Monday  was  a  maid  of  honest  name  &  fame 

before  this  dedo ;  and  thorforo  she  dois  think  in  lier  Conscience,  the  said 

Margaret  doth  not  father  it  on  hym  without  a  cause. 

>  leaf  105.  «  leaf  105,  back.  >  leaf  120,  back. 

*  West  Kirby,  near  Birkenhead,  Cheshire. 
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Mdirgareta  Monelay,  parochze  de  Westkirkbe,  etat/s  xlij  an?zorw7??, 
liovit  Mrtrgareta??!  Monelay  xv  anwos,  et  Sohannem  Cotgreve  a  Sando 
V\\ilippo  [et]  Saric^o  Jacoto,  Ap?-ni  /Ad  ar/z'cwlos  07?i7?es  et  singwlos,  This 
deponewt  sales,  that  she  was  present  at  the  Childinge  of  Ma?'garet  Monelay ; 
and  the  said  Margaret  did  take  it  apon  her  charge,  when  she  did  not 
knowe  whether  she  did  lyve  or  dye,  that  she  neue?*  did  offend  w^th  man, 
but  w/th  John)  Cotgreve ;  and  that  he  was  father  of  her  child,  and  i\on 
other :  and  this  she  confessid  to  the  midwiefe,  and  the  other  wieves  there 
p?*e.sent.  for  the  midwief  did  aske  her  the  question,  when  she  was  in  her 
grettest  paine.  and  as  for  the  fame,  she  sales  she  is,  and  hath  bene,  of 
honest  name  and  fame,  to  her  knolege,  but  for  this  dede  w/th  John) 
Cotgreve  / 

^Joha^iTies  Huntington,  paroch^e  ^andti  Oswald!,  ciuitatis  Cestr/e, 
etsitts  xxxix  anworwm,  novit  Margareta?w  Monelay  per  duos  aut  tres  Sinnos, 
et  Joliannem  Cotgreve  vj  an?^os. 

Ad  i^rivciam  excepc/one??i  /  This  depone?it  sales,  for  any  thinge  that 
this  deponeTzt  knowes,  Mary  Haselwall  is  an  honest  damoysell.  and 
forther,  this  Deponent  saies,  That  he,  this  depone?it,  and  George  Garrat, 
were  sent  by  Henry  Monelay,  brother  vnto  Margaret  Monelay,  to  John) 
Cotgreve,  to  knowe  the  certenty  and  truth  of  hym,  whether  that  he 
wold  deny  or  confesse  the  Act.  and  at  the  first,  he  did  stoutly  deny  It ; 
but  afterward  he  confessid  that  he  had  carnall  act  with  her  ons ;  and 
shewid  them  the  place  vbl  earn  carnalUYer  cognoiie?'it  /  And  forther  he 
sales,  the  said  Cotgreve  said  he  neuer  had  to  do  with,  her  but  ons  carnally  / 

Ad  reliquos  ar^icwlos,  Dicit  se  nlhlll  scire,  nee  potest  excipere  contra 
testes ;  sed  de  fama,  ait,  that  she  Is  taken  for  an  honest  wenche,  but  for 
that  one  Dede.  and  forther,  this  Deponent  hearith  it  comenly  reportld 
that  the  said  Cotgreve  is  father  of  the  Child. 

2  Exami72aclo  testis  super  mafe?*^a  exceptlva  Ma?*garete  Moneley  con- 
tra  Johan7iem.  Cotgreve,  capta  iprimo  Apnlis  1563°. 
Georgius  Garret,  paroclu'e  sancti  MlchaeZis,  etatis  xP^  aunoium,  novit 
Margareta?7^  Moneley  vij,  et  Joha?z77em  Cotgrave  xij  an?ios  et  vltra  / 

Ad  pn'mam  Excepc^onem,  This  depone/zt  saies,  that  Mary  Haselwall 
is  a  light  person,  both  of  her  tonge  and  of  her  dede ;  which  this  deponent, 
beynge  ons  her  master,  doth  well  knowe,  and  entendith  to  have  remedy 
against  her  for  her  evill  demeanowr  in  his  house,  &  for  her  goynge  away 
in  the  night  season  w^th-out  Leave  takinge  /  not  without  somme  of  this 
deponeTites  goodes.  And  further,  this  Deponent  saies,  that  he  and  John) 
1  leaf  121.  2  leaf  124,  back. 
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Huntunston  were  sent  by  Henry  Moneley,  brother  to  Ma?'garet  articulate, 
to  comen  with  John)  Cotgreve,  and  bade  hym  be  advised,  and  they  both 
did  aske  hym  ho  we  he  wold  vse  the  womaw  and  the  child  in  tyme  to 
comwe.  and  he  answerid  and  said,  '  the  child  was  now  of  his.'  "  Yes/* 
qwoc?  this  depone7/t,  "  by  the  same  token,  it  was  behind  the  Milne  dore.'* 
*'  Cockes  wounc?es,"  qwod  John  Cotgreve,  "  can  a  man  get  a  child  stand- 
inge?  for  I  neuer  had  any  thinge  to  do  wzth  her  but  standinge." 

Ad  reliquos  ar^t'czdos  et  testes,  nihil  ha&et  qwoc^  dicat  contra  testes ; 
but  for  the  comwen  fame,  he  sales  that  it  is  thought  that  John)  Cotgreve 
is  to  blame  for  doynge  such  wronge ;  for  she  was  an  honest  maide  afore, 
and  in  good  servise,  and  of  good  fame. 

5.  Wm.  Clare  v.  Ellen  Gardiner.     Suit  for  Cancellation 
of  Affiliation. 

The  Child  is  said  to  be  Hugh  Holt's.     But  "  Clare  hath  a  house,  &  Holt  hath  non  ; 
&  therefore,  Clare  shalbe  father  of  my  Child." — p.  98. 

^ExaTTziwacio  testm??z  in  cawsa  reclamaczowzs  purgaczowis,  capta  cora?/* 
magz5^ro  Robe?'to  Leche,  die  et  anwo  infrascriptts  ^  |^i9  ;n'ov. 
1562]  inter  y^illehnum  Clare  et  Elenawi  Gardiner  / 

Margeria  Bradburne,  p«?-ochie  de  Budworth,  etates  Ix  an7iorw77i,  not'it 
pa?-tem  actWce??!  et  partem  ream  ab  infanciis  / 

Ad  prtmam,  nescit  certitudinahYer  deponere  / 

Ad  ij**,  this  depone7it  sais,  she  knowith  two  women,  Ellin  Okell,  and 
John)  Dichfelde^  wief,  that  were  w^th  Ellin  Gardiner  at  her  purga- 
cion  /  Ellin  Okell  was  *  suspiciose  ^"ame '  biecause  she  had  children 
before  she  was  maried,  whom  she  gave  to  beggers ;  and  Dichfeldes  wief 
had  a  child  before  she  was  maried.  but  sins  she  was  maried,  she  was 
taken  for  an  honest  woman,  w/iich  is  viij  yeres. 

^Ad  iij  Axticuhxm,  This  deponewt  sales,  that  the  said  Ellin  was  taken 
for  an  honest  wenche  and  a  good  laborer,  before  she  came  to  Wilk'am 
Iloltes  house,  of  the  parishe  of  Kostome  [Rostherne]  where  she  was  iij  or 
iiij"'  yeres  before  she  was  gotten  with  child. 

Ad  iiij  arftcwlu?)i,  This  depone/it  sales,  that  the  said  Ellin,  perceyvinge 
her-selfe  to  be  wtth  child,  came  to  this  deponowtea  house,  beyng  her  nere 
kinswoman,  in  the  iij*  and  ij*  degre,  to  moue  her  case,  and  told  this 
deponent  that  she  was  with  child,  and  required  her  that  she  might  be 
deliuered  in  her  house ;  and  this  depone7it  toko  her  for  mere  pitty,  w/itch 
she  was  loth  [to]  do,  but  for  that  she  was  her  kinswoman,     and  the  said 

»  leaf  93.  »  for  suprascriptii  •  leaf  93,  back. 
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Ellin,  when  slie  cold  go  abroad  much,  did  repair  to  'William.  Holies  house 
and  was  hut  goyng  and  co?7imyng  to  this  deponewtes.  so  apon  a  tyme, 
when  she  drewe  toward  her  travaile,  she  came  to  this  depone7ites  house 
from  Holtes  house,  where  she  had  bene  the  most  part  of  the  day  before, 
&  fell  on  wepinge;  whereat  this  deponewt,  me?'valinge,  asked  her  what 
was  the  cause  she  did  so  lament :  the  said  Ellin  answerid,  "  Alas !  I  am 
vndone ;  for  he  whom  I  wold  father  my  Child  on,  will  forsake  it."  Then 
said  this  deponcTit,  "Who  is  thatV  She  answerid,  "  WiZZeam  Clare." 
This  depone7it  askid,  Whi  he  wilP  forsake  [it].  She  answered,  "  Biecause 
he  hath  hard  say  that  I  have  offended  wzth  Hugh  Holt."  "Well," 
qwoc?  this  depone/^t,  "hath  he  so  in  dede]"  "  Yea,"  (]uod  she;  "yf  you 
will  kepe  my  Counsell,  I  shall  tell  you :  he  did  offend  wzth  me  about 
Midsomer,  or  sone  after."  "  Wei,"  qwoci  this  Depone7^t,  "then  thou  hast 
nede  to  count  thie  tyme  well,  and  take  hede  apon  whom  thou  fathers  thie 
child."  "Nay,"  o^uod  Ellin,  "Clare  hath  a  house,  &  Holt  hath  no7^;  & 
therefore,  Clare  shalbe  father  of  my  Child."  &  forther,  this  deponent 
sales,  that  the  said  Ellin  was  deZmered  apon  Ester  even  was  xij  moneth, 
in  this  depone?ite5  house;  and  beynge  in  her  Travaile  &  paines,  she 
fathered  her  child  apon  WiZZmm  Clare ;  but  she  semid  lothe  to  vtter  it  at 
the  first  tyme  when  she  was  askid  the  Question,  biecause,  as  this  Deponent 
thinkes,  she  stode  in  gret  dout. 

Ad  V,  credit  omne  fore  verwm. 

Ad  vliimum,  dicit  predeposita  per  ea??^  fore  vera,  et  fama  est  incerta  : 
for  somme  think  Clare  to  be  father,  &  som??ze  thinke  Holt  to  be  father, 
for  the  said  Holt  was  in  way  of  mariage  w^■th  the  said  Ellin ;  and  betwene 
2  Alhollowtide  &  Christmas,  next  afore  her  delivery,  went  vnto  her  f render 
wzth  her  to  get  mariage  goode ;  &  Ellin  Gardiner  shuld  have  maried 
Hugh  Holt;  &  her  suster,  Holtes  elder  brother  /  now  est  docta,  non 
Conducta;  for  she  sales  she  was  lothe  to  beyre  witnes,  biecause  this 
deponent  is  Holtes  aunt,  and  kinswoman  to  Ellin ;  &  the  said  Ellin  and 
Holt  are  also  akinne ;  but  that  she  was  servid  w^th  proces. 

Thomas  Steele,  parochze  de  Restorne,  etate's  xxx*  anwort^m,  novit 
parte??!  actr^cew  xx'  annis,  et  partem  ream  viij  annis. 

Ad  pr^'mum  an^^'cwlum,  nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  ij*,  nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  iij  2iTticu\vLm,  This  deponent  sales,  that  the  said  Ellin  was  taken, 
before  the  birth  of  her  child,  but  a  woman  of  Lighte  behaveowr,  biecause 
she  dwellid  in  a  little  peltinge  alehouse,  videlicet,  William.  Holtes  house. 

1  MS.  he  will  he  will.  ^  jeaf  94. 
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and  forther,  he  sales,  that  he,  this  deponewt,  dwellinge  w^th  one  J\gnes 
Lough,  widowe,  in  a  somer  morning  yerly,  about  Midsomer,  went  to  the 
said  alehouse  to  fetch  a  Cole  of  lire,  and  did  therein  se  Hugh  Holt  in  bed 
with  the  said  Ellin.  Reddendo  rawonem,  saieth  thes  house  is  ruynous, 
&  the  walles  &  dores  ar  not  close ;  and  forther,  this  deponerit  saies,  at 
that  tyme  he  said  nothinge  to  her;  but  after,  this  depone7it  exawmed 
her,  and  she  said  that  as  she  was  goynge  for  Turves,  he  [Hugh  Holt] 
pullid  her  to  bed  to  hym. 

Ad  iiij',  nescit  certitudinahYer  depone?'e. 

Ad  V*,  credit  eundewi  continere  in  se  veri^ate77^  / 

Ad  \\Umum,  dicit  predeposita  per  emn  fore  vera,  beynge  askid 
whether  Ellin  Gardner  shuld  mary  Hugh  Holt,  he  sais  he  dwellid  nere 
them,  &  ther  was  spech  of  such  thinge.9,  but  he  toke  no  hede  of  them. 

Henricus  Bowne  []  Browne],  pa?'ochie  de  Budworth,  etatis  xxiij 
annor?/?7i,  novit  partem  'dctricem  a  tempore  noticie  sue,  et  parteTn  rea??i  vj 
an/iis  / 

Ad  pn'mum  et  ij*^  sltUcuIos,  nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  iij  aiHculwUf  This  deponewt  sais,  that  he,  beynge  susters  sonne 
vnto  Hugh  Holtes  mother,  who  kept  an  Alehouse  in  the  pa?'ish  of  Rosterne 
in  Swinhed,  went  apon  a  ^Sonday  in  the  somer  season  to  se  his  aunt; 
and  as  they  fell  in  talke,  Hugh  Holt  willed  his  mother  to  get  Ellin 
Gardiner  out  of  the  house ;  who  answerid,  "  thou  may  hold  thie  peace, 
knowinge  what  thou  hast  done  to  her ;  for  yf  she  had  fatherid  the  Child 
a-right,  thou  shuld  have  had  it "  /  cetera  nescit  deponere ;  but  he  sais  he 
is  akinne  to  Hugh  Holt  &  Ellin  Gardiner,  &  wold  wish  them  to  do  well. 

6.  Jn.  Thirlewind  and  Elizabeth  Crosse.     3  Nov.  1563. 

*  Alicia  Holland,  parochie  de  Eccles,  etate's  Ixviii  annorum,  novit  parte* 
ab  infanciis  earundejTi. 

Ad  pn'mu77z  a^^^cMlum,  This  deponent  sales,  that  she,  beynge  Midwief 
vnto  Elizabeth  Crosse  at  the  tyme  of  her  deliverye  of  the  last  child,  did 
aske  her  in  her  extremes,  who  was  the  father  of  her  said  child  ;  and  she 
answerid  that  *  it  was  the  Child  of  John)  Thirlewind,  as  euer  it  and  she 
fthuld  parte,  and  non  other  mans'  .  .  .  This  depone?^^  sales,  that  the  said 
Ehzaljet/i  hath  had  diuerse  Childer  bie  on,  Mo^^er  Radcliflf,  and  ij°  ble  the 
said  Thirlewind  ;  but  she  saies,  the  said  "Elizabeth  was  neuer  put  therfore 
out  of  the  parish  of  Eccles,  «&c  / 

Cecilea  Sedden,  of  60  and  more,  "  saies  that  she  hard  bie  the  midwief 
tlrnt  was  preaent  with  Eliza/>e/^  Crosse  at  the  do/iyer//  of  her  last  child, 
»  loaf  94,  back.  *  leaf  147,  back. 
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that  it  was  John  Thirlewindes.  and  in  her  Conscience  she  thinker  it  to  be 
his,  biecaiise  he  hath  vsid  her  Company  so  much,  as  this  deponent,  beynge 
next  neibowr  to  them  both,  very  well  knowes  /  .  .  .  This  deponent  saies, 
that  the  said  l^lizahetli  hath  had  vij  Children." 

Jeneta  Gee,  parochz'e  de  Eccles  .  .  .  saies,  that  she  was  p?'esent  in  the 
tyme  of  Travaile  of  the  last  Child  of  Elizabeth  Crosse ;  and  when  the 
said  'EAizabeth  was  in  her  extremes,  the  midwief  askid  her  who  was  the 
father  of  her  child ;  and  she  answerid,  '  as  god  shuld  helpe  her  to  parte 
with  it,  hit  was  Johi])  Thirlewindes,  and  no  mans  els '  /  and  this  Deponew^, 
in  her  Conscience  thinkes  it  to  be  his  /  .  .  .  the  said  Elizabeth  hath  had 
vij  Children. 

7.  Kobert  Walton  v.  Anne  Doxie.     Affiliation-Cancelling. 

iExami?zacio  testium  inter  Eobertwm  Walton  et  Anna??i  Doxie,  capta 
cora??i  m-agistvo  Leche,  Die  et  an?zo  ^rediidis  [15  June  1564]. 

Roger  Walmesley,  of  the  parish  of  Asbury,  aged  55,  "  saies  that  he, 
beinge  a  practisioner  of  surgery,  the  said  John)  Smith  articulate  came  to 
hym;  and  this  Deponew^  found  he  was  burnid^;  and  he  exami^ied  hym, 
of  whom ;  and  he  answerid,  of  Anne  Doxie.  .  .  .  This  Deponew^  saies 
that  he  hath  hard  it  crediblie  reportid  that  the  said  Anne  is  a  woman  of 
very  evill  lief ;  and  that  she  hath  vsed  the  vnlawfull  Companie  of  one 
'William  Galliomoure,  and  of  many  others." 

John  Smith,  of  the  parish  of  Asbury,  aged  26,  "saies  he  hath  hard  it 
reportid  that  she  hath  vsid  Company  very  evill  weth  John)  Cliff  .  .  . 
[and]  that  Oliuer  Vaudrey  hath  Confessid  hym  self  to  have  had  carnall 
Act  wzth  Anne  Doxie  /  .  .  .  This  Deponent  cannot  deny  but  he  hath 
[had]  carnall  Act  wtth  Anne  Doxie,  and  bie  her  was  grevouslie  plagid  in 
his  bodie,  and  was  shewid  bie  Roger  Walmesley,  his  surgeon,  that  he  was 
burnid.2  w/wch  Roger  healed  hym  of  the  said  disease  .  .  .  this  depone7it 
saies  that  he  hath  hard  George  Sharmon  of  Spenne  grene  report  that  he 
hath  had  Carnall  act  w^■th  the  said  Anne  .  .  .  [and]  he  knowes  she  is  a 
very  evill  woman  of  lief,  and  hath  vsed  the  Companie  of  many  men  /  " 

3  George  Sharmon  of  the  parish  of  Asbury,  &  township  (ville)  of 
Smalewod,  dwelling  in  Spenne  grene,  aged  26,  says  he  has  heard  John 
Cliffe  and  John  Smith  report  that  they've  had  '  carnall  dole  wz'th  Anne 
Doxie  diuerse  (and  '  Manie ')  tymes ' ;  and  "  that  he  hym  self  hath  vsed 
the  evill  Companie  of  Anne  Doxie  about  iij  or  iiij"""  yeres  afore  the  Child 
was  gotten,  that  is  nowe  in  sute  about  .  .  .  [and  he]  knowes  she  is 
^  leaf  177.     See  earlier  Depositions,  p.  Ixxxii,  n.  1.  ^  po^^.  3  jeaf  178. 
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a  woman  of  very  evill  Conue?'sac^n ;  and,  as  report  is,  she  hath  vsid  the 
evill  Companie  of  WiZZmm  Gallimowr,  and  many  others  /  " 

Lastly,  George  Sharman  of  Asbury,  aged  24,  *' sales  that  he  himself 
hath  had  carnall  act  w/th  her  diue?'se  tymes." 

On  leaf  181,  John  Cliff  and  Oliver  Yaudrey  answer  as  little  as  they 
can,  and  make  no  confessions.  To  the  2nd  article.  Cliff  "  saies  he  thinkes 
he  is  not  bounden  to  thanswere  therof,  biecause  it  toucheth  his  owne 


8.    Thos.  Underwood  v.  Ellen  Key.    To  cancel  Affiliation. 

(The  Child  said  to  be  John  Amery's.) 

^  Depo5*Yeones  ex  parte  Thome  Vnderwod  contra  Elenam  Key,  in  cdMsa 

^eclamac^■o?^^5,  capte  xxvij°  Julii,  1564. 

Robertus  Heisham,  ^arochie  de  Weuerham,  etatzs  Ix  anworwm,  novit 
parte??i  actncem  de  puericia,  et  Elenam  Key  simikVer. 

Ad  prmium  ar^zcwlu??i,  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  ij^  2irticu\\im,  This  deponew^  saies,  that  Elene  Key,  articulate,  Did 
ride  2  behinde  a  young  man  about  Corpus  Chiisti  dale  was  xij  monethe; 
and  when  they  came  to  a  suspicious  place,  the[y]  light  both ;  and  ther 
horse  was  rayned  in  the  midest  of  the  Lane ;  and  they  went  both  ouer  a 
stele  3,  and  backside  a  hedge,  very  suspiciously,  [&]  did  Continue  together 
for  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  howre  &  more ;  but  what  they  did  ther, 
this  depone/it  can/zot  certenlie  tell ;  but  he  suspectid  it  was  for  no  good 
purpose.  And  further,  this  deponewt  saies,  the  said  Heline  told  this 
deponewt,  it  was  John)  Amery  that  she  rid  behinde,  that  daie. 

Ad  iij,  credit  hunc  divticulain  fore  verum,  provt  audivit  ex  Relacione 
aliorMW.  And  further,  he  saies,  she  hath  a  very  evill  Name  in  the 
Cuutrye  / 

Ad  iiij*,  he  saieth,  that  she  hath  burthenid  Vnderwod  wrongfuUie, 
but  [the  father  of  her  child  is]  rather  John)  Amery ;  biecause,  if  Amery 
had  to  do  with  her  that  tyme  above-said  in  the  ij**  article,  it  shuld  seme 
to  be  Amery  child  bie  Computacion ;  but  he  will  not  depose  that  Amery 
had  to  do  with  her  / 

^l^ndulphvs  Wilbram,  parochte  de  Witton,  etatw  xxxv  annorum, 
novii  parte?«  actricem  xxx  anwis,  et  partem  ream  vij  annis. 

Ad  pn'mum  articulum,  This  deponent  saieth  that  the  said  Heleine 
dwellid  at  this  deponente«  house,  [&]  was  demaundid,  beinge  with  Child, 

1  leaf  188.  '  Oa  a  pillion.  '  stile,  stUl  cald  '  stele '  in  Cheshire. 

*  leaf  188.  back. 
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who  was  father  of  it;  and  she  answerid,  that  Thomas  Vnderwod  was 
father,  and  begatt  her  wz'th  Child  such  a  daie ;  and  if  it  came  not  at  that 
daie,  he  shuld  not  have  it ;  and  it  was  not  borne  wz'thin  vj  wekes  of  that 
daie ;  therfore  this  depone?it  thinker  Thomas  Vnderwod  is  not  father  of 
it.  and  this  tale  she  told  this  depone?zt  &  his  wief,  and  an  othir  woman 
called  Eleine  Fazakerley  / 

Ad  ij*^,  nescit  CertitudinaUYer  depone?*e;  but  he  hath  hard  reportid 
they  have  had  evill  Company  together  / 

Ad  iij,  this  depone7^t  saies  she  is  an  evill  woman  before,  and  hath  had 
ij°  Children  before,  by  a  maried  man  / 


Y.    LIBELS. 

1.  Jane  David  v.  Eobert  ap  David,  and  v.  John  ap  John 
(for  calling  her  *  a  strong  hoore ').  And  John  ap 
John  V.  Jane  David. 

Robert  ap  David  calls  Jane  David  '  a  strong  whore. '  ^ 

2  facta  fuit  sequens  exa?>^i?^acio  testiu??z  in  eo-usa  diffamacionis  super  ]ibello 
ex  parte  Jane,  yidelicet  Daw'd,  contra  Eobertwm  ap  David  oblato, 
capta  cora?n  magistTo  Eoberto  Leche,  &c,  xxix"  Januarii  1561  [-2]. 

Johannes  Rondull,  parochie  de  Hanmer,^  etat^s  xxviij'  anworM??i, 
novit  pa?'tem  actn'cem  x'  anwos,  et  parte?7z  ream  simikYer  / 

Ad  pr^'mu??!  Biticidum,  credit  eundem  continere  in  se  veri^atem. 

Ad  ij^  aiticulum,  This  deponent  sais,  that  betwene  out  Lady  day  Last 
in  harvest,  and  Michaelmas,  this  deponent  hard  Eoberte  ap  David  articu- 
late, call  the  said  Jane,  videlicet  David,  "stronge  hore";  and  forther 
said,  "  I  will  prove  the  a  stronge  hoore  " ;  but  apon  what  occasion,  this 
deponewt  sais  he  knowes  not :  and  thes  wordes  were  spoken  bie  the  said 
Eoberte  in  the  town  *  of  Haleghden,  in  the  parishe  of  Hanmer,  presentibz/^ 
tunc  ibidem,  vnacum  isto  deponenfe,  tempore  p?-olac^ms  istovuin  verborw??2, 
knaurand  [or  Katherine]  videlicet  David,  [et]  Eoger  videlicet  David,  hus- 
band to  the  said  Jane  videlicet  David,  articulate,  as  for  any  other  things 
concerninge  the  said  article,  he  ca7inot  depose. 

^  So  Henry  Fazakerly  calls  Margaret  Wirrall  'stronge  hoore  and  provid  hoore,* 
p.  117.     There  are  other  cases  :  See  below.  ^  leaf  20. 

^  In  Flintshire,  close  by  Overton.  *  leaf  20,  back. 
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Ad  iij  et  iiij*  QxticvXos,  This  deponewt  sais,  that  for  any  thinge  that 
euer  he  hard,  the  said  Jane,  videlicet  'David.,  afore  the  same  sclaunder 
begon,  was  of  honest  name  and  fame,  and  yet  is,  to  his  knoledge. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eunde??z  fore  veru??i. 

Ad  vj*""*,  credit  eundem  fore  verum. 

Ad  vltimw??z,  dicit  predeposita  per  eum  fore  vera ;  and  that  this 
matter  is  talkid  of  about  in  all  the  Cuntrie.  no?i  est  doct?^s,  non  con- 
duct's ;  est  con^BXiguineiLS  vtriqwe  parti. 

Katarina  ah'as  Knaurand,  videlicet  Dawd,  parochie  de  Hanmer,  etates 
xlix'  diwnorum,  novii  partem  act?7cem  xx'  an/ios,  et  pa?'tem  ream  a  puericia, 
qwm  est  soror  eiusde??2. 

Ad  ^rimum  diTticulvim,  credit  eunde??i  fore  verum. 

Ad  ij^  arf^cwlu??^,  This  depone?it  sais  that  Roberte  ap  Davidi  articulate, 
did  call  Jane,  yidelicet  David,  '*  stronge  hoore  "  in  the  presence  of  this 
depone?zt,  somwhat  about  Michaelmas  last,  in  the  house  of  John  Rondull, 
the  said  John  Rondull  and  his  wief  beynge  present :  apon  what  occasion, 
this  deponent  knowis  not,  but  onlie  that  the  said  Roberte  lackid  grace, 
and  forther,  this  depone^zt  sais,  the  said  Robe?-t  T)avidi  callid  his  brother 
Roger,  husband  to  the  said  Jane,  "  cuckolid  "  [so]  in  the  presence  of  this 
deponewt ;  but  this  depone?it  toke  little  hede  of  hit,  biecause  she  thought 
hit  wold  neuer  have  comme  in  Controversy e. 

^  Ad  iij  et  iiij*  dtxticulos,  this  deponcTzt  sais,  that  she,  with  all  the  rest  of 
her  neybowres,  thinke  the  said  Jane  to  be  of  honest  name  before  the  said 
sclaunder ;  and  sais  thai  they  neuer  hard  otlierwyse  bie  her. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eunde??z  fore  veru??i. 

Ad  vj'""*,  credit  eundem  continere  in  se  veri^atem. 

Ad  vltimwm-,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera,  et  famam  super 
huivsmodi  laborare.  no/i  est  docta,  now  conducta,  est  affinis  pa?'ti 
acte,  et  soror  partis  ree ;  now  curat  de  victoria,  dummot^o  fiat  iusticia  &c. 

2Exa7?ziwacio  testium  in  caz^a  diffamacto?^*  super  Mbello  ex  parte 
Jane,  yidelicet  David,  contra  Johawwem  ap  John)  oblato.     [on 
or  after  12  June  1562,  on  the  preceding  page.] 
Homfridz/s  ap  Hozvell,  parochie  de  Hanmer,  etatis  xxx**  finnoTum  et 
vltra,  novii  partem  aciricem  et  partewi  ream  x  anwis  et  vltra. 
Ad  primum  ar^icwlum,  credit  eunder/i  fore  verM7?i. 
Ad  ij**  ar^icwlu??!.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  he  hard  John)  ap  John) 
talkinge  with  David   ap   Griffi^/i,  and  one  other  woman,  and   said   to 
them,  that '  Jane,  yidelicet  David,  was  a  hoore  &  a  strong  hoore,  and  had 
»  leaf  21.  *  leaf  66. 
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lioorishe  castes  with,  her.'  and  theis  wordes  were  spoken  about  Lent 
last, — the  day,  he  remembres  not, — in  the  village  of  Halghton^ ;  the 
persons  above  namid  beyng  present,  ad  cetera  in  dicto  articulo  nescit 
depone?'e  / 

Ad  iij  Sirticulum,  he  sais  her  good  name  is  gretly  hindred  bie  theis 
sclaunderous  wordes,  for  any  thing  that  he  knowes. 

Ad  iiij  SLTficulmn^  This  deponer«t  sais,  that  the  said  Jane  was,  and  is, 
taken  and  reputid  for  an  honest  woman,  for  any  thing  that  euer  he  knewe 
bie  her  / 

David  ap  Gn&ith,  parochie  de  Hanmer,  etatis  xl**  an7iorw??2,  et  vltra, 
nov/t  partes  circiter  xv'  anTiis. 

Ad  pr^mum  articulwn,  dicit  enndem  fore  \Qmm. 

Ad  ij^  ar^zcwlum,  This  Depone?it  sais,  that  hit  chauncid  John  ap  John) 
to  have  bought  a  mare  above  a  Twelfmonth  sins;  and  the  said  mare 
fortunid  to  breake  into  a  close  of  Roger  David,  husband  to  the  said  Jane, 
-videlicet  David;  and  the  said  Eoger  turnid  ^the  said  mare  out  of  the 
Close ;  and  when  the  said  John)  ap  John)  knewe  of  hit,  he  reqw/red  this 
deponewt  and  Roger  ap  John)  to  go  to  the  said  Roger  David,  and  said, 
"  bid  that  foule  cuckold,  seke  me  for  my  mare  againe  " ;  presentibw**  tunc 
ihidem,  Elena  Lloide  [et  aliis  multis  struck  out\.  and  further,  this 
deponent  sais,  that  the  said  John)  hath,  to  this  depone?ites  face,  said  that 
Jane,  \idelicet  David,  was  *  a  hoore  and  a  stronge  hoore ' ;  and  that,  he 
hath  reportid  to  hyni  many  tymes  /. 

Ad  cetera  coTitenta  in  dicto  articulo,  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iij*  aiticuhim.  This  depone?it  sais,  that,  by  reason  of  theis  sclaun- 
derous [wordes],  the  gode  name  and  fame  of  the  said  Jane  is  impaired 
gretly;  and  that  there  is  very  grett  talke  of  hit  in  all  the  Cuntry 
thereabout. 

Ad  iiij  ar^^cwlu?7i.  This  deponent  sais,  that  the  said  Jane  was  an  honest 
woman  afore  this  sclaunder  rysen;  and  yet  is  so  taken;  for  he  sais  he 
hath  dwellid  hard  by  her  house  this  xv**'°®  yeres,  and  cold  neuer  here  or 
se  any  dishonesty  by  her 

Rogerus  ap  John,  parochie  de  Hanme?',  etatts  Iij  annoTum,  novit 
parterw  actn'cem  vij  an?zis,  et  parte??i  ream  simihYer 

^Ad  iiij.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  he,  beynge  a  neybowr  by  her,  neuer 
hard  but  that  she  was,  and  is,  a  woman  of  honest  name  and  fame,  to  his 
knoledge,  and  so  is  taken  &  reputid  in  the  Country  and  paryshes  there- 
about ........ 

^  About  8  miles  from  Chester,  Malpas  way.  *  leaf  65,  back. 

»  leaf  66. 
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John  ap  John  v.  Jane  David. 

Roger  is  cald  'Cuckold,'  as  he  spread  the  Report  that  his  Wife  got  between  him 
aud  another  man  in  bed. 

^Exa?/iiwacio  testium  super  ma^ma  oblata  ex  parte  Johannis  ap  Jolln, 
contra  Janam,  videlicet  David,  capta  coram  Magisho  Robe?'to  Leche 
&c,  viij*'  die  Octobm  1562°  / 

Oliuerus  Lowther,  pa?'ochie  de  Hanme?',  etat*«  liiij  sjinonim,  novit 
Johaimem  ap  John)  vj  an?iis  et  vltra,  et  pa?*te?/i  Siciricein  simihYer  / 

Ad  p?-zma7/i  excepcionem  ma^ene,  putat  enndem  contine?'6  in  se 
veri^atem. 

Ad  ij**  excepcione7?i,  This  deponent  sais,  he  neuer  hard  John)  ap  John 
call  Roger  David  'Cuckold,'  or  his  wief  '  stronge  hoore';  but  he  sais 
that  Roger  David  hath  reportid  Jane,  videlicet  David,  his  wief,  to  be  hoor 
vrith  John)  Leigh,  and  to  have  lyen  in  bed  with  hym.  And  this  deponent 
sais,  this  matter  was  in  exa??iinacion  wzth  hym  and  his  wief ;  and  they 
thought  to  have  agreid  Roger  David  and  his  wief ;  and  in  exa7?iiwacion  of 
the  matter,  the  said  Jane  cold  not  deny,  but  that  John)  Leigh,  and  she  and 
her  husband,  were  all  iij  in  bed  together,  and  she  lay  in  the  middest ;  and 
forther,  she  cold  not  deny  but  that  slie  came  to  bed  after  her  husband 
and  John  Leigh  were  a  bed ;  where-as  she  might  have  lyen  in  bed  w/th  her 
maid,  as  she  did  before,  moreouer,  the  said  Jane  said  to  her  husband  in 
the  presence  of  this  depone/zt  and  his  wief,  that  *  he,  the  said  Roger 
David,  came  of  Cuckolded,  and  wold  be  knowne  for  a  Cuckold.'  Where- 
apon  the  said  Jane  and  her  husband  cold  not  then  be  agreid  together. 

Ad  iij  excepctonem,  This  deponent  sais,  that  Jane,  videlicet  David, 
and  John)  Leigh,  have  bene  sene  in  suspicious  placis  together,  as  in  the 
Rye  2  and  others  placis ;  and  ar  vehemently  suspectid  in  the  matter,  in 
the  Cuntry.  And  as  for  Thomas  Puleston,  he  hath  hard  say  that  he 
liath  followid  John)  Leigh  with  a  nakid  sword ;  but  that,  he  referris  to 
Thomas  Puleston  exaT/ii/iacion. 

Ad  iiij,  continet  in  se  veri/ate??!,  provt  credit;  for  John)  Leigh  &  his 
wief  be  nowe  in  sute  together ;  but  Roger  David  and  Jane  his  wief,  bie 
report,  dwell  together  in  house ;  but  she  hath  not  had  part  of  his  bed, 
this  iij  yeres,  as  this  deponent  hathe  hard  reportid. 

Ad  V*  excepc/onem,  This  deponent  sais,  she  is  reputid  to  be  of  evill 
name  ;  and  was  with  child  or  euer  Roger  David  maried  her. 

Ad  vj**"",  This  Deponent  thinke*  tlie  witnes  brought  in  by  Jane, 
videlicet  David,  be  not  sufficient,  but  very  poor,  and  have  \)art  of  their 

>  leaf  75  (lee  leaf  20,  back).  '  Compare  ' Comin'  thro'  the  Rye.' 
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Lyvinge  at  her  handes;  and  are  also  suspectid  pe?'sons;  for  they  cold 
not  depose  her  to  be  of  honest  name,  biecause  they  have  hard  theis  thinge« 
bie  her  husband  &c  / 

^Ad  vij  excepczone?/?,  nescit  depone?'e  / 

Ad  viij  excepcione/Ji,  This  depone^it  sais,  that  he  neuer  knewo  of  any 
mare  that  John)  ap  John)  bought,  sins  one  that  he  bought  of  the 
Egiptians^  about  iij  or  iiij"'  yeres  ago ;  and  that  mare,  to  this  Deponewtes 
thiukinge,  was  tumid  out  of  Eoger  Dawd  Close  full  iij  yeres  ago  /  and 
so  left  for  a  tyme. 

Ad  ix',  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  X,  refert  se  ad  \ibel\\xm. 

Ad  \\iimum,  dicit  predeposita  per  eum  fore  vera,  et  qwoc?  eade7?i  Jane 
est  male  et  suspecte  fame  ac  opin^onis,  cum  JohawTze  Leigh  ^re^ido. 

Jana  ap  Thomas,  parochee  de  Hanmer,  etatis  xxx  anworwm,  novit 
ZdhannQm.  ap  John)  xx'  anwis,  et  Janam,  videlicet  Day^d,  xij  anTiis. 

Ad  p?'mia??i  excepczowe??i,  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte. 

Ad  ij^  This  deponent  sais,  that  Eoger  ap  Dav/d  refusid  his  wief ;  and 
did  report  that  John)  Leigh  and  his  wief  were  in  bed  together ;  et  per 
omrm.,  concordat  cum  preconteste  suo,  quoad  iBium  ar^«cz«lum. 

Ad  iij  2iXticu\Mm :  quoad  istum  'drticulum,  nescit  certitudinakYer 
depone/'e. 

Ad  iiij*  excepczonem,  nescit  depone?'e  certitudinakYer ;  but  as  for 
John)  Leigh,  he  came  not  nere  his  wief  this  twelf-month,  but  one  night 
that  he  was  in  house  w/th  her,  to  this  deponcTites  knoledge. 

Ad  V*,  This  deponewt  sais,  that  sins  the  disagreinge  of  Roger  Dayid 
and  his  wief,  the  said  Jane  hath  had  no  good  name 

3  Thomas  Puleston,  parochze  de  Hanmer,  etatz's  xxvj  an7iorw??i,  novit 
Johannem  ap  John  et  Janam  David  xij""*  amios. 

Ad  iprimam^  excepczone??i,  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte. 

Ad  ij^  excepcionem,  This  deponent  sais,  bie  the  report  of  the  pa?'ish 
there,  Roger  David  did  say  plainely  that  John)  Leigh  was  in  bed  wzth 
his  wief;  and  thereapon,  within  a  while  after,  he  tumid  her  away,  and 
they  were  asonder  a  moneth  or  iij  wekis,  to  this  deponewtes  reme7?ibraunce. 

Ad  iij  excepcionezTi,  This  depone?it  sais,  that  many  tymes  John)  Leigh 

and  the  said  Jane  many  tymes  have  been  talkinge  together  suspiciously ; 

and  apon  a  tyme,  above  iiij*""  yeres  ago,  at  the  same  tyme  the  Souldiers 

went  to  S*  Quintins,^  about  Whitsonday,  this  deponewt,  walkinge  in  the 

way  by  a  ry  field,  he  was  ware  of  Jane,  Ytdelicet  David,  sodenly  comme 

^  leaf  75,  back.  ^  gypsies.  '  leaf  76.  *  MS.  primum. 

*  Battle,  10  Aug.  1557  :  Spanish  and  English  beat  French  in  Low  Countries. 
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out  of  the  rye  towardes  the  way,  and  ruiiTie  home ;  and  was  ware  also  of 
John  Leigh  ron/jynge  further  into  the  Ry,  belike  to  hide  hym-self.  and 
this  deponeTzt  foUowid  hym  wzth  a  sword  in  his  hand ;  and  yf  he  cold 
have  taken  hym,  he  wold  have  gevin  hym  a  marke. 

Ad  iiij,  This  deponewt  sais,  that  Jane,  videlicet  Daz;id,  and  her 
husband,  and  John)  Leigh,  dois  not  agre  with  hes  wief  ;^  wherfore  he 
iudgid  the  matter  to  be  more  suspicious  betwene  Jane  &  John). 

Ad  v*,  This  depone?^tt  sais,  that  sins  the  said  Report  risen  by  her 
husband,  the  said  Jane  hath  bene  but  of  evill  name  &  fame. 

Ad  vj*,  nescit  certitudinakYer  deponere ;  but  he  thinker  Jane,  \idelicet 
Da^;^d,  witnes,  be  not  lowable  for  many  causes,  especially  biecause  they 
must  nedis  here  of  her  evill  report,  for  all  the  pa?'ish  knowes  it 

Ad  vlte'mww,  dicit  predeposita  p^r  Qxxm  fore  vera,  et  famam  super 
hujusmodi  laborare  ;  and  he  thinkes,  yf  John  ap  John)  shuld  be  ponished 
for  this  matter,  he  shuld  have  gret  wronge,  biecause  all  the  parisli 
knowes  it. 

2 Thomas  ap  John),  parochie  de  Hanme?',  etatis  xxvj'  anworwm,  nomt 
partes  a  te?72pore  noticie  sue  / 

Ad  przma??i  excepc^'onem,  nescit  depone?*e,  sed  refert  se  ad  Jura. 

Ad  ij**  excepcione???,  This  deponerzt  thinkes  that  John  ap  John  is  not 
worthie  to  be  ponished  for  speakinge  any  thinge  against  Jane  \ideUcet 
IdaviiX ;  for  Roger,  videlicet  David,  her  owne  husband,  did  report 
plainely,  that  John)  Leigh  and  she  did  lye  together ;  and  told  this  tale  to 
Knaurade  [or  Katherine]  videlicet  David,  suster  to  Jane,  videlicet  David, 
husband,  that  John)  Leigh  and  Jane,  videlicet  David,  did  lye  in  bed 
together.  Reddendo  racionem  sui  dicti,  biecause  this  depone7it  was 
seruawnt  to  the  said  Knarad  at  that  tyme ;  and  so  he  har[d]  the  said 
Jane,  videlicet  David  husband,  tell  hit  his  dame,  and  forther  he  sais, 
the  said  Roger  ap  David  put  away  the  said  Jane  from  hym;  on  wAich, 
gret  talk  rise  on  hit  / 

Ad  iij,  nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  iiij*  excepceonem,  This  deponewt  sais,  the  said  Jane  and  her 
husband  do  dwell  together  nowe ;  but  they  were  a  gret  while  a-sonder. 
and  as  for  John)  Leigh  and  his  wief,  they  ar  at  sute,  tlie  one  against 
the  other. 

Ad  V*,  This  deponent  sais,  that  the  sayenge*  be  bad  by  her  &c  .  .  .  . 

-  WiWelmus  Gilberte,  parochie   de  Hanmer,  eiixtis  xxxij   annoTum, 
noz/t't  partes  xvj'"'  anos  [so], 

^  Neither  B.  ap  David  nor  John  Leigh  agrees  with  hia  wife.        *  leaf  76,  back. 
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Ad  pnma??i,  nescit  depone?'e. 

Ad  ij**,  This  deponewt  thinker  that  John)  ap  JohD)  is  not  worthie 
ponishmewt  for  callinge  Eoger  ap  Dawd  *  cuckold,'  biecaiise  he,  this 
deponeTit,  hatlie  hard  hyni  so  callid  viij  or  x  yeres  ago.  And  forther  he 
sais,  it  is  comenly  taken  for  a  truth,  that  Roge?'  ap  Dayz'd  pleynly  said, 
that  John)  Leigh  &  his  wief  Jane,  \idelicet  David^  ^  were  in  bed  together ; 
whereapon  they  have  bene  asonder. 

Ad  iij  excepc/onem.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  he  hath  hard  reportid 
that  John)  Leighe  and  Jane,  \ideUcet  Da^;^d,  have  met  together  dy verse 
tymes  suspiciously  in  inconvenient  placis. 

Ad  iiij,  nescit  depone?'e  de  concordia  inter  Rogerwm  ap  Dawd  et 
Jonam,  Q\m  yxorem.  but  as  for  John)  Leighe,  [he]  and  his  wief  ar  at 
Lawe  together. 

Ad  v*  dicit,  that  she  hath  but  an  evill  name  in  the  Cuntry. 

Ad  vij*,  This  deponent  sais,  that  the  witnes  'products  per  Janam, 
yidelicet  David,'  cold  not  depose  truly  that  she  was  of  honest  name, 
biecause  they  hard  of  her  evill  Report,  as  other  her  neighbowres  did. 

Ad  vij  et  viij  nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  ix',  he  sais  he  knowes  one  Ellin  Lloid ;  but  he  neuer  hard  her 
speake  any  thinge  that  John)  ap  John)  shuld  report  of  Jane,  videlicet  David. 

Ad  x',  refert  se  ad  li&eZlum. 

Ad  \\iimum,  dicit  p?-edeposita  per  eum  fore  vera;  et  famam  super 
hujvsmodi  Laborare  in  parochiis  circum  vicinis. 

Johannes  Carlson,  parochxe  de  Hanmer,  etat^'s  liiij  anworwm,  novii 
partes  xij  anwis. 

Ad  pn'ma??!,  refert  se  ad  Jura. 

Ad  ij*^.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  he  thinker  John)  ap  John  is  not  worthie 
to  be  ponished  for  callinge  Roger  ap  David  *  Cuckold,'  biecause  the  report 
goeth  that  he  is  one,  in  all  the  Cuntry ;  for,  as  this  man  hath  hard,  the 
said  Roger  was  the  first  that  rysed  this  tale  hym-self,  that  he  was  a 
Cuckold. 

Ad  iij  excepc^nwi/z,  Refert  se  ad  famam ;  for  he  sais  that  she  hath 
but  an  evill  name  in  the  Cuntrye. 

Super  ceteris  excepciowibz^,  no«  examinatwr,  quia  nescit  Linguam 
Anglicanam  / 

^Examinacio  testium  in  cawsa  Di^amacionis  super  replicaczowi&ws  ex 
parte  Jane,  yidelicet  David,  contra  Johannem  ap  John)  oblata, 
capta  coram  Magistio  Roberto  Leche  &c  v°  Novembn*.*?  156P  / 

1  leaf  77.  '  leaf  86,  back. 
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\VilIeZm?is  Dayz'd,  parochie  de  "Wems  in  conwYe  Salopte,  etatts  lij' 
anwonfw,  novit  [partem  actWcem]  xxiiij""^  anrios,  et  pa?*tem  ream  simzh'^e?'. 

Ad  pnmam,  nescit  omnino  deponere 

Ad  iij',  this  deponent  sais,  that  John)  ap  Johns  wief  mother,  and  the 
said  Puleston  articulate,  were  cosin  germains,  to  his  knoledge.  sditer^ 
nescit  deponere 

Ad  \\timam,  dicit  predeposita  per  enw  fore  vera,  and  heynge  askid 
*  on  what  point  of  the  matter  he  came  hither  to  testyfie,'  he  answeris, 
that,  after  tyme  of  the  cowtenczon  arysen  hetwixe  Jane,  widelicet  David, 
&  John)  ap  John),  the  said  Jane  went  away  from  her  husband  vnto  her 
brothers  house  ;  and  then  her  said  brother  send  this  deponewt  &  Jenkin 
Evans  to  her  husband,  to  knowe  of  hym,  whie  he  put  his  wief  away ; 
and  the  said  Roger  David  answerid,  "  for  her  owne  wordes,  and  for  her 
vnrulines.  I  bade  her  not  go ;  but  she  might  have  taried  yf  she  wold." 
Alitei  nescit  depone7'c  / 

Jankin  Evans,  paroch^e  de  Hanmer,  etatw  circiter  Ix  anwos,  novit 
ipartem  SLctricem  xxviij  anriis,  et  partem  ream  vj  anwis  / 

Ad  pri'mam,  he  sais  he  knowes  no  dishonesty  by  Oliuer  Lowther ;  & 
that  the  wief  of  Oliuer  Lowther  and  of  John)  ap  John)  ar  a-kinne  in  the 
third  and  iiij**^  [degrees] ;  but  the  two  [Lowther  &  John  ap  John]  ar  not 
akinne ;  but  he  sais,  he  knowes  hym  not  either  to  be  dronkard,  or  such 
like 

2 Ad  vj*'^'",  this  deponewt  sais,  that  Jane,  yidelicet  David,  was  from 
her  husband  about  a  fortnight,  iiij**'  yeres  ago  :  the  cause,  this  deponent 
knowes  not ;  but  this  deponent  sais  that  Edward,  brother  to  the  said 
Jane,  send  this  deponent  &  one  William  David  to  her  husband,  to 
knowe  whie  he  put  his  wief  away  from  hym ;  &  he  answerid,  that  *  it 
was  longe  of  her  tonge ' ;  &  *  he  bade  her  not  go  away,  nor  he  wold  not 
bid  her  comme  againe' ;  and  said  *  it  was  longe  of  his  father'  / 

'Ricardus  Lloid,  parochte  de  Hanmer,  etatw  xxx  annommy  norit 
pa7"te?n  actWcem  xij  annis,  et  partem  ream  x  an7iis. 

Ad  pnma7n,  dicit  01iverw7n  Lowther  fore  virum  bone  fame ;  for  so  he 
hath  knowne  him  this  viij  yercs  ago ;  for  the  said  01iue7*  &  he,  this 
deponent,  have  bene  in  house  both  together  ;  but  he  neuer  se  but  honesty 
by  hym.  &  forther  he  saies,  that  the  wieves  of  Oliuer  and  John)  ap  John) 
ar  akinne,  as  he  thinker,  but  he  knowes  not  howe  / 

Ad  iij,  dicit  that  ThoiJUM  Puleston  is  an  honest  man,  and  is  but  little 

of  his  worde* ;  but  ho  knowes  of  no  kinred  betwene  John)  ap  John)  and 

hym. 

M  MS.  alios.  Meaf87. 
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Ad  iiij,  this  depone7it  sais,  that  he  knowes  not  Thomas  ap  John),  and 
as  for  Wi//iain  Gilbert,  he  knowes  nothing  of  hym,  but  that  he  is  tena?mt 
to  Mr  Dimock,  who  is  Landlord  to  John)  ap  John). 

Ad  V,  dicit  o^uod  nescit  deponere,  but  that  Key  articulate  is  tenawnt 
to  Mr  Dimock. 

Ad  vj*,  this  deponeTit  sais,  that  Jane,  videlicet  Dawd,  was  oway  from 
her  husband  iiij*""  yere  ago,  for  a  space ;  but  what  was  the  matter,  this 
DeponeT^t  knowes  not.     aUYei*  nescit  deponere 

T)avidi  ap  Edward,  parochee  de  Hanmer,  etat/s  xxxvj  anworw7?i,  novit 
partes  xx  an7?is  / 

Ad  primam,  this  deponcTit  sais,  that  he  knowes  non  other,  but  that 
Oliver  Lowther  is  an  honest  man.     akYer  nescit  depone?-e  / 

^Ad  ij^,  this  deponeTit  sais,  he  knowes  Jane  Thomas  to  be  a  honest 
[wojman,  &  seruawnt  to  Oliver  Lowther ;  but  of  any  kinred  betwene  her 
&  John)  ap  John),  he  knowes  not. 

Ad  iij,  this  depone??-t  sais,  that  he  knowes  Thomas  Puleston  to  be  an 
honest  young  man.     akYer  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iiij,  dicit,  ({uod  novit  Thomam  ap  John)  et  WiUelmum  Gilbe?-t  fore 
bone  fame,  quoad  auditum  et  noticia??^  suam;  &  that  'William  Gilbert 
is  tenawnt  to  Mr  Dimock,  Landlord  to  John)  ap  John) 

Ad  vj,  dicit,  that  he  hath  hard  say  that  Jane,  yidelicet  [David],  &  her 
husband  wer  asonder ;  but  what  was  the  matter,  this  deponerzt  knowes 
not  / 

Rogerus  Idavidi,  maritus  partis  actn'cz's,  exawii^ia^ws  medio  suo  Jura- 
mento,  dicit,  that  '  his  wief  Jane,  yidelicef  David,  hath  gone  from  him 
twise  :  one  tyme  she  was  away  iij  or  iiij""^  daies ;  &  an-other  tyme,  about 
a  moneth.'     beynge  askid  Svhat  was  the  cause  1'    this  depone?it  sais, 

*  biecause  his  father  &  she  did  not  agree ;  and  likewise  this  depone?it  was 
away  from  his  wief  iiij*""  or  v'  daies,  &  lay  in  John)  ap  Johns  house  iiij*"^ 
nightes,  biecause  of  a  little  debat  betwix  this  depone?it  &  his  father.' 
beynge  askid  of  the  Conuersac^n  of  his  wief  and  John)  Leigh,  he  sais, 
that  *  John)  Leigh  did  neuer  lye  in  bed  w*th  hym  &  his  wief,  sins  he  was 
in  mans  state ;  but  about  xiij  or  x[i]iij  yeres  ago,  beynge  a  boy,  he  lay  w^'th 
them ;  but  this  deponewt  thinkes  that  there  was  no  suspic[i]ous  delinge 
betwix  them,  biecause  the  said  John)  was  very  younge.' 

Item,  beynge  askid  '  what  tyme  he  turnid  John)  ap  John)  mare  out  of 
his  close,'  he  sais  '  hit  was  iij  or  iiij**""  yeres  ago ' ;  and  apon  that  occasion 
his  neighboz^res  told  this  deponcTit,  the  said  John)  callid  this  deponeTit 

*  cuckold,'  &  reviled  hym ;  but  he  neue?-  hard  hym  say  so. 

1  leaf  87,  back. 
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2.  Wade  v.  Rile.     Libel  :   AUedgd  Adultery  of  Custance 
Wade  (wife  of  Randle  Wade)  with  young  Eobert  Rile. 

Depositions-book  1561-6,  Chester  [between  4  and  19  February,  1561-2].  If.  25. 
^Robc7'tus  Capper,  iparochie  de  Mynshull,  ihidem  moT8,ns  tmxit 
dxiohus  anwis ;  oriundws  infra  parochiam  de  Buwbnrye,^  cestrens^s  diocese ; 
eta.tis  circiter  xx*  aTinos  ;  novit  pai-tem  actricem  ab  infancia  sua,  et  Custan- 
ciam  Wade  iij*  an7^is.  Interrogat?^s  ad  merita  cause,  et  ad  omnia,  et  singwla 
contents  in  libello,  et  quid  potera^  deponere  in  causa,  This  depone7zt  sals, 
that  'he  was  seruawnt  to  Rondull  Wade  about  Michelmas  was  twelf- 
monthe ;  and  about  that  tyme,  this  deponent  came  rydinge  bye  whereas 
Alls  Rile,  wief  vnto  Robe?'te  Rile  the  elder,  was  mylkinge ;  and  the  said 
Alis  Rile  callid  this  deponer^t  to  her,  &  askid  hym  howe  his  mastei, 
Rondull  Wade,  and  his  dame  Custance  Wade,  did  agre.  and  this 
depone?it  answerid  againe,  that  they  did  agre  well,  for  any  thinge  that  he 
did  knowe.  and  the  said  Alice  said  to  this  deponent,  that  she  had 
thinges  to  tell  hym,  yf  he  wold  say  nothinge.  and  this  deponent  said  he 
wold  kepe  counsell,  yf  they  were  hurtfull.  and  then  the  said  Alice  said 
and  told  this  deponent,  that  her  sonne,  Roberte  Rile  the  younger,  and 
Custance  Wade,  this  deponentes  dame,  did  love  together ;  and  said  that 
the  said  Custance  Wade  wold  come  to  the  said  ^RobeHe  her  sonne, 
dyverse  tymes.  and  this  depone7it  askid  the  said  Alis  what  tyme  they 
were ;  and  the  said  Alis  said,  *  apon  one  Saturday  in  the  morowe  afore 
that  tyme,  which,  was  a  snowe  morowe,  the  said  Custance  came  to  the 
said  Roberte  Ryles,  her  sonnes,  chambre ;  and  the  said  Alis  said  that  she 
lokid  throws  a  hole  of  a  dore  at  them  into  a  chambre ;  and  there  the  said 
Alis  said  she  did  see  them  as  homelye  as  euer  her  husband  and  she  wer^ 
or  had  bene ' ;  and  the  said  Alis  Rile  said  that  '  she  spake  to  the  said 
Custance  Wade,  and  said  to  her  that  she  thought  she  had  bene  at  the 
Nauntwiche  ; '  and  the  said  Custance  answerid  that  *  she  had  other  busines 
in  hand.'  and  the  said  Alice  then  answerid  and  said,  "so  me  thinke."  ' 
aliter  nescit  deponere  /  Interrogatt^  qui  fuerant  presentes  temipore  prola- 
cionis  hutusmodi  verborw??!  /  This  deponent  sais,  *  there  was  no  bodie  bye, 
but  the  said  Alice  and  this  deponent.'  Vlterius,  this  deponent  sais,  that 
*  the  said  Custans  Wade,  for  any  thinge  that  euer  he  knewe,  was  of  good 
name  and  fame  afore  that  tyme  this  depone/it  hard  thes  wordes  bye  her.' 
Ad  fama7n,  this  deponent  sais,  Hhis  sclaundor  is  brutid  abroad  ail  the 
Cuntrie;  but  afore  this,  he  nouer  hard  evill  bie  the  said  Custance.'  no?* 
est  doctt^,  non  conducttM,  non  couBfuiguinetiSt  uon  aftinis,  non  curat  &c. 
»  leaf  25.  «  Near  Tarporley.  »  leaf  25,  back. 


112  V.   Libels.     2.   Custance  Wade  v.  Robert  Rile. 

Agnes  Hardinge,  parochie  de  MyiisluiU,  ihiclem  moraTis  trax^^  xv*"* 
an7iis,  oriuuda  infra  ^arozhiam  de  Over/  Cestren6•^  Dioce^a,  etaU's  circiter 
li  au?ios,  liovit  pa7*tem  actn'cew  a  nsitiuitatey  et  partem  leain  iij'  anms. 
Exa?7ii7iata  super  meritis  cause,  et  content^5  in  dic^o  libello,  et  ad  omnia, 
et  singwla  cowtenta  in  eode?^, — This  depone^zt  sais,  that  *  afore  Michalmas 
was  twelfmonth,  she  came  from  mylkinge  in  company  with  Alis  Rile, 
wief  vnto  Roberte  Rile  the  elder,  who  told  this  deponent,  that  there  was 
as  bodelie  dole  betwixe  her  sonne,  Roberte  Rile,  and  distance  Wade, 
wief  vnto  RonduU  Wade,  as  was  betwixe  the  said  Alis  Rile  and  her 
husband  Roberte  Rile,  and  said  that  she,  the  said  Alice  Rile,  had  ^sene 
the  said  Custance  Rile  [that  is.  Wade]  and  Roberte  Rile,  her  sonne, 
vnconvenie7itlie  together  in  the  said  Roberte  Riles  chambre.'  and  the  said 
Alice  Rile  said,  that  *  she  had  spoken  to  the  said  Custance,  and  taken  her 
downe  for  the  same,  betwixe  them  twaine ;  and  said  that  the  said  Cus- 
tance gave  her  no?j  answere  againe,  but  made  her  a  countenaunce  to  bite 
apon  a  barlye  corne.*  ahYer  quoad  merita  cawse,  nescit  depone?*e.  Inter- 
rogate qui  fuerant  presentes  tempore  pro\a.cionis  huiusmodi  Yerhorum,  this 
deponent  sais,  'there  was  no  bodie  bie,  but  the  said  Alice  and  this 
depone?^t.'  Ylterius,  this  deponerit  sais,  that  'she  neue?*  hard  but  the 
said  Custance  was  of  good  name  &  fame,  afore  theis  wordes  were  reportid 
bie  her.*  Ad  fania?7i,  this  deponent  sais,  that  'bye  reason  of  thes  wordes, 
the  said  Custance  is  sclaundrid  all  the  Cuntrie  ouer,  where  she  dweller.' 
now  est  docta,  non  conssinguinea,  non  affinis,  non  tenens,  non  conducta, 
no7i  curat  de  victoria  &c. 

Ma?'geria  Tottie,  pa?*ochie  de  Minshull,  vbi  oriunda,  etatis  circiter 
XXX*  an?ios,  novit  parte??i  actricem  ab  infancia  sua,  et  ipartem  ream  xij' 
an?ds.  Interrogata  super  merit^■s  cawse,  et  content^5  in  dido  libello, — This 
deponent  sais,  that '  in  Lent  tyme  shalbe  two  yere,  Alis  Rile,  wief  vnto 
Roberte  Rile  the  elder,  came  vnto  this  depoiientes  house,  and,  amonges 
other  commumcacion,  she  told  this  depone?it  that  her  sonne,  Roberte  Rile, 
and  Custance  Wade,  did  love  together' ;  and  said,  that  'apon  a  Saturday 
afore  that  tyme,  beynge  a  gret  snowe,  she,  the  said  Alis,  did  here  two 
whisper  together  in  a  chambre  of  the  said  Roberte  Rile,  her  sonne';  and 
the  said  Alice  Rile  said,  that '  at  that  tyme  she  had  a  pn'vie  hole  into  the 
said  chambre,  and  lokid  into  the  Chambre  at  the  said  hole,  and  did  se  the 
said  Roberte,  her  sonne,  and  the  said  Custance,  stand  together  as  famy- 
lierlie  as  and^  they  had  bene  man  and  wief.'  alitei  nescit  deponere.  In- 
terrogata  que  f uera7it  p7*esentes  tempore  prolaciowis  huiusmodi  verborwm, — 

^  Over,  a  small  market-town  and  parish,  4|  m.  W.  from  Middlewich,  and  15  E, 
from  Chester.  2  i^af  26.  *  an,  ifl 
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This  deponent  sais,  *  there  was  no  bodie  bye  but  little  children ' ;  &  sais 
that,  '  afore  this  sclaunder,  the  said  Custance  was  of  good  name  &  fame, 
for  any  thinge  that  eue/-  this  depone?«t  hard.'  Ad  fama?7i, — this  depone/^t 
sais,  that '  many  thinke  that  the  said  Alis  Eile  Mid  say  suche  wordz's  bie 
the  said  Custance,  for  the  evill  will  that  she  had  to  the  said  Roberte  Eile, 
to  whom  she  was  stepmother.'  No7^  est  docta,  now  conducta,  non  con- 
sanguz'wea,  non  affinis,  no?*  tenens,  non  curat  &c. 

Agnes  Lowther,  parochie  Medii  Vici,^  ihidem  mora;is,  traxe't  xiij""* 
ebdomadas ;  antea,  infra  p^rochiam  de  MinshuU,  cu??*  Randw^p/io  Wade, 
per  spaciu7»  xiiij""  anr^orw??* ;  etat/s  xt  anr^orwrn,  et  vltra,  novii  ipai-tem 
Sictricem  xvj  an7iis,  et  ^ai'tem  Team  tribus  an??is.  Exa7?ii7?atrt  super  merit?> 
caz^se,  et  conteniis  in  dicto  libeflo, — this  depone^zt  sais,  that  *  about  Easter 
was  twelfmonthe,  Alis  Rile,  wief  vnto  Robe?'te  Rile  the  elder,  came  vnto 
the  house  of  this  deponent,  and  amonges  other  commumca.cion  they  talk  id 
of  Custance  Wade,  wief  vnto  RonduU  Wade';  and  the  said  Alis,  then 
and  there,  did  report  vnto  this  depone^it,  that '  the  said  Custance  Wade 
lovid  Robe^-te  Rile,  her  husbanded  sonne,  in  somuche '  (the  said  Alice  told 
this  deponent)  *  that  apon  a  Saturday  in  the  snowe  tyme  afore  that,  the 
said  Custance  Wade  came  to  the  house  of  Robe?'te  Rile  her  husband,  and 
there  was  pnvilio  with  Roberte  Rile  the  younge?*  in  a  chambre';  and 
that  the  said  Alice  said  *she  did  se  at  that  tyme  the  said  Roberte 
makinge  his  bed ;  and  when  he  had  done,  he  putt  to  the  dore,  and  the 
said  Alis  lokid  in  at  a  tote^  hole,  and  se  the  said  Roberte  shutt  the 
windowes,"*  and  went  to  the  said  Custance,  and  vsed  her  as  famylierlie  as 
she  had  bene  his  wief ;  and  that  the  said  Custance  neuer  warnid  hym.' 
ahYer  nescit  deponere.  Interrof/rt^a  qui  erant  py-esentes  te7npo?*e  p?-olacioni5 
huiusmodi  ve/*borw?n, — this  deponent  sais  *  there  was  no  bodie  bye,  but 
the  said  Alis  and  this  deponent.*  Vlterius  dicit,  that  *  the  said  Custance 
was  of  good  name  and  fame  afore  this  sclaunder,  for  any  thinge  that  euer 
this  depone??t  hard,  or  did  knowe  bie  her.'  ^Ad  iamam,  this  deponent 
sais,  that  *  the  name^  is,  as  she  thinker,  the  said  Custance  is  wrongfullio 
sclaundrid.'  non  est  docta,  non  conducta,  now  tenens,  non  consanQuinea, 
lion  affinis,  non  curat  &c. 

Eleua  Kenworth,  pa?'ochie  de  M[i]n8hull,  ihidem  oriunda,  etatw  circiter 
xxxiij  anTios,  novit  parte??*  actn'ce?n  ab  infancia  sua,  et  narioiu  rea7?i  xij'^'*" 
annift.  Exa?ninata  super  meritw  ca?z«e,  et  content//?  in  \\bel\o  :  in  virtute 
Jura??ienti  sui  prestiti, — This  depone?tt  sais,  that  in  the  Lout  last  past,  in 

*  loaf  26,  back.        '  Mi<ldlewich,  about  16  miles  of  Cheater.        *  TiK5ep,  spy. 

*  wind-dorofl,  shutters.     Compare  ShakHiJcre's  Vemis  <(?  Adonis,  1.  482. 

^  leaf  27.        ^  opiuiou  iu  thu  ucighbourhood. 

CHILU-MARRIAOEH.  I 
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the  house  of  Alls  Rile  in  Mynshull,  she  hard  the  said  Alis  Kile  report 
and  say  to  this  depono?/t,  that  '  her  sonne  Roberte  Kile  was  homelie  with 
Custaace  Wade,  wief  vnto  Kondull  Wade,  as  yf  they  were  man  and  wief 
together;  and  said  that  her  husband  Koberte  Kile  had  warnid  Kobe/*te 
Rile,  his  sonne,  from  the  Cumpanye  of  Custance  Wade;  and  the  said 
Roberte  would  not  leave  her  companie ' :  -elitev  nescit  depon6?'e.  and  that 
*  there  was  no  bodie  p?'esent  at  the  Reportinge  of  thes  wordes ' ;  and  forther 
she  sais,  that  *  the  said  Custance  Wade,  to  her  knoledge,  was  of  gode  name 
and  fame  afore  thes  worde*-  were  spoken.*  Ad  fama?/i,  dicit  fama??i  la- 
borare  indiflfere?iter.  non  est  doct(/.,  no?i  conducts,  non  consangwmea,  non 
affinis,  non  tenens,  no^^  curat  de  victoria  &c. 

Joha?i?ies  Hefeild,  pa?-ochie  de  Medio  Vico  [Middlewich],  ihidem 
mora?is  traxzt  xviij  anwos ;  etatis  circiter  xliiij"'^  aniiis ;  novit  -partem 
actricem  xxxv*  an?jos,  et  'partem  ream  viij  an7<is,  vel  circiter.  Intevrogattcs 
super  meritts  ca,if,se,  ac  cete?-es  circu??istancijs  in  li&eZlo, — This  depone?it 
sais,  that  about  Midso7?zmer  last,  RonduU  Wade  had  hard  that  Alis  Rile 
had  sclaundrid  his  wief  Custance  Wade,  that  she  shuld  be  of  evill  con- 
ve?'saczon  with  Roberte  Rile  the  younger ;  and  thereapon  the  said  RonduU 
Wade  put  the  said  Custance  out  from  his  coha&itacion  &  Cumpanie ;  and 
then  Thomas  Brinley,  beynge  frend  vnto  the  said  Custance  Wade,  went 
to  Yorke,  &  purchasid  a  Comaundmewt^  for  the  said  Alis  Rile ;  whereapon 
the  said  Alis  Rile  send  for  this  deponerit  bie  Ellin  Mynshull,  which  cam« 
to  the  said  Alis  Rile ;  &  the  said  Alis  desired  this  deponent,  that  he  wold 
go  vnto  Custance  Wade,  wief  vnto  RonduU  Wade,  ^and  to  deliuer  from 
her  a  crosse  of  gold,  which  was  the  said  Custance  owne  afore,  and  say  she 
send  her  that,  bie  the  same  token  she  callid  the  said  Custance  into  her 
lower  brue  house,  and  to  tell  her  that  she  had  said  vnto  hir  there,  she  had 
told  certen  of  her  neybowre^,  and  they  had  betold  hir,  and  published 
hit  abroade  ;  and  said,  that  '  yf  the  said  Custance  wold  not  geve  ouer  her 
sute  at  Yorke,  she,  the  said  Alis,  wold  declare  hit  openlie  in  the  cowrt, 
apon  her  boke  othe,  yf  she  were  callid ;  and  till  then  she  wold  beyre  with 
her.'  and  nioreouer  this  depone/et  sais,  that  *  the  said  Alis  at  that  tyme 
did  declare  vnto  this  depone/it  and  Ellin  Mynshull,  that  Custance  Wade 
had  bene  in  hir  sonne  Robertes  chambre ;  and  that  she  did  se  liym  tyne 
the  windowes,  and  putto  the  dore  with  his  fote ' ;  presenti  tunc  ib*c?em, 
tempore  prolacionis  huiusmodi  Yerhoruin,  Elena  Mynshull,  vnacu??*  isto 
deponen^e.  Ad  famam,  dicit  quod  nescit  depone/'e.  no?i  est  doctw5,  non 
conductw5,  non  consa.nguineus,  non  affinis,  non  curat  &;c. 

■      1  Citation.  ^  leaf  27,  Lack. 
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Elena  Mynslmll,  p«rocliie  de  ]\rynslmll,  ihideui  oriunda,  oiatis  circiter 
xxx'  aunos,  iiovlt  yartem  actriceni  a  discrec/o7ie  sua,  et  partem  ream  pe?* 
spaciu??z  octo  amiorum.  Exa?>ii/yata  supe?*  merit's  cause,  et  cqntentis  in 
libelio  exhibiU'6'  in  Judicio,  dicit,  in  \irtute  Jnmmenti  sui  p7'est!ti,  '  dicit  et 
concordat  in  omnihiu^  et  'per  o??mia  cu?;*  Johan7ie  Hefield,  preconteste 
suo ' ;  and  *  afore  that  tyme,  for  any  thinge  that  euer  this  deponewt  hard, 
the  said  Custance  was  of  good  name  and  fame.'  ad  fama??!,  dicit  quod 
nescit  deponere  quomodo  volat  aut  laborat  supe?*  hwm^'moc^i  causa,  est 
CO nsangMz«ea  partes^  cause  predicfe,  noeil  ('{MS.)  in  quo  gradu  nescit 
depone?'e.     noTi  est  docta,  no;*  coTiducta,  now  tenens,  no?*  curat  &c. 

2Re.s;ponsio?*es  perso?*ales  AUcie  Rile,  capt«  cora?»-  iRaf/idro  Eoberto 
Leche,  artiu??i  magistvo,  &&,  xix",  Ma?'tii  1561  [-2]. 

Ad  -primwri  a.Tticul\im,  negat  penitus. 

Ad  ij*^  articulum,  negat  eunde/>*  penitus. 

Ad  iij  ar^?'cwlu??*,  similiter  negat  eundey/*. 

Ad  iiij*,  dicit,  quod  novit  Robe?-tMni  Capper,  et  quod  est  seruus  Ran- 
dulplii  Wade ;  and  that  she  neue?-  spake  with  hym  concernpjnge  any 
evill  demeanoi^r  of  Constance  Wade. 

Ad  V*  2i.Tticvhxmy  dicit,  quod  novit  Agnetem  Hardinge ;  but  she  sais, 
she  neue?*  talkid  with  her  concerninge  tiiat  matter  of  Custance  Wade ; 
but  slie  said  to  Agnes  Hardinge,  that  hit  was  vidionestlie  done  of  Custance 
Wade  to  com??ie  to  any  younge  mans  chambro  without  Cumpunye ;  and 
this  that  ^she  said  to  her,  was  more  then  a  twelfmonth  ago,  in  some?* 
tyme,  as  they  went  on  mylkinge ;  &  the  occasion  of  this  talke  was,  for- 
biecause  ^RawduU  Wade  Jovid  not  liis  wief  Custance  Wade;  <fe  more, 
touching  licr  dishonestie,  she  Siiid  not. 

Ad  vj*,  dicit,  qv/jd  novit  Agucte?^  Lowther ;  and  that  she  was  seruawnt 
to  IX-xiidull  Wade  xj  yeres,  to  her  reme?>thraunce ;  &  she  said  she  neuer 
spake  any  other  wordw  but  sucli  as  she  hatli  spoken  to  Agnes  Hardinge  / 
and  forther  she  sais,  she  knowis  Jankin  Heyghfeld;  and  that  she  remem- 
Ijro.s  well  she  spake  to  Jenkin  Hefeld  about  Custance  Wade,  apon  this 
occasion  :  This  Depone?*t  sais,  slio  had  a  guilt  crosso  of  silue?*,  of  the  said 
Custance,  Si  desired  the  said  John  Heighfeld  to  deliue?*  the  same  crosse  to 
Custance  Wade,  bie  the  same  token  that  this  depone?it  and  Custance 
Wade  ciime  into  a  chambre  of  Uiis  deponc7ite«,  where  stode  a  secko  of 
])arlyc;  &  this  said  Custance  there  chowid  barlyo  come;  and  bio  that 
token,  this  dcponc/d  desired  Jankin  llefeld  to  dcliuer  lier  that  crosse, 
w/ach  was  Custance  Wadea  her  owne.     and  the  said  John)  dcliue?'ed  not 

1  80  in  MS.  s  lo«f  48.  *  leaf  48,  back. 
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the  same  3  wherfore  this  re8;pondent  desired  &  had  the  crosse  of  hym 
againe.  beynge  demauiidid,  apon  what  occasion  she  had  that  same 
to  kepe ;  sais,  that  the  said  Custance  had  deliuered  this  respondent  afore 
tyme,  iij  sihie?*  peoes  of  a  girdill,  a  silue?-  pinne,  &  the  same  crosse,  for 
feare  lest  the  husband  of  the  said  Custance  wold  have  broken  her  CofEer, 
&  have  taken  hit  aAvay ;  ^  &  so,  after  a  certen  tyme,  the  said  Custance 
toke  all  away  but  the  same  crosse.  beynge  askid  *  howe  hit  Chauncid  that 
she  left  the  said  crosse  behind  her ' ;  she  sais  that  *  when  the  other 
Jewelles  were  askid,  hit  chauncid  she  had  lent  the  crosse  to  a  younge 
woman  callid  Anne  Barker,  to  go  to  a  weddinge  or  a  wake ;  and  bie  that 
2 hit  chauncid  that  she  had  the  same  crosse  so  longe  in  her  kepinge,  after 
the  other  JeWelW  were  Aeliuered..''  and  forther,  she  grauntith  that  she 
said  to  the  said  Jenkin  Hefeld,  that  '  Robtrte  Rile  putto  a  dore  of  a 
Chamber  where  the  said  Custance  &  he  were  talkinge ;  &  the  said 
Custaunce  im??iediatlie  pullid  hit  oppen  againe.'  beynge  askid  of  the 
shuttinge  of  windowes,  she  said  that  *  a  grett  windowe  in  the  same 
chambre  was  shutt  afore  the  said  Custance  came  thither ;  &  the  other  be 
little  glasse  windowes,  &  cannot  be  shutt.'  ^  beynge  askid  whether  she 
knowes  Ellin  Minshull,  she  sais  '  Yea,  biecause  she  is  doughter  to  one 
of  her  neyboms ;  and  she  desired  the  same  Ellin  to  go  to  Jenkin  Hefeld 
to  carrye  the  said  Crosse  to  Custance  Wade;  and  the  said  Ellin  was 
p?'esent  bie,  when  she  spake  the  wordz's  aforsaid  to  the  said  Jankin 
Hefeld.' 

Ad  vij"""  Siiticulwn,  This  res^^ondent  sais,  that  *  apon  a  certen  tyme 
Custaunce  Wade  was  sicke ;  and  this  resj:>ondent,  as  one  neybowr  wold  do 
to  an  other,  did  bringe  her  chickens,  spice,  and  other  thinges  to  comfort 
her ;  and  after  that,  hit  chauncid  to  this  respondent  to  be  sicke ;  and  the 
said  Custance  brought  this  resjwndent  a  little  quantite  of  befe,  to  release 
her  mouth,  and  said,  '  bie  her  trouth,  she  was  ashaniid  that  she  had  not 
some  better  thinge  to  bringe  her.'  also  she  brought  the  same  tyme  a 
little  salt  Eele*  w^th  her ;  and  no  more  befe  or  elis,  neither  sins  nor  afore.' 
and  as  touchinge  the  crosse,  she  answerith  vt  sup?*a.     cetera  negat. 

Ad  viij  arf^cwlu??^,  This  Respondent  sais,  that  'Robe?*te  Rile  the 
younger  neuer  promysid  her  any  pease  of  the  lease  of  the  house  where 
her  husband  nowe  dwelk's,  nor  nothinge  els :  neither  doth  she  loke  for 
any  thinge  at  the  handzs  of  the  said  Roberte,  except  her  master,  Mr 
Minshull,  helpe  her  to  somwhat  duringe  her  widowhodde.' 

^  ?  From  his  Protestant  hatred  of  the  emblems  of  Popery.  ^  leaf  49. 

^  shutterd  ?,  so  as  to  stop  folk  seeini;  thro  them. 

*  Soiigge  struck  out  in  the  MS.,  and  Eele  substituted. 
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3  a.    Margaret  Wirrall  v.  Henry  Fazakerley. 

XXV  die  Maij,  1561. 
^Willelmiis  Plumpton  .  .  .  sales,  that  Henry  Fazakerley,  before  the 
dore  of  one  Vdchard  Wolfall  of  Darbye  [West  Derby,  near  Liverpool],  in 
the  p?'esence  of  this  depone/it  &  dyverse  other,  did  call  Ma?-garet  Wirrall 
*  stronge  hore '  and  *  provid  hoore,'  and  said  that  '  all  the  parysh  knewe 
lier  to  be  Isiastev  Mores  provid  hoore '  :  and  thes  worde^^  were  spoken  about 
iVIt/rtinmas  last,  in  an  Eveniuge,  or  aundert^  \so  in  MS.^  after  none  .  .  . 
[leaf  52]  ...  he  sais  .  .  .  that  he  stode  at  a  corner  of  a  house  out  of  the 
sight  of  ^Irtrgaret  Wirrall  &  Henry  Fazakerley ;  &  so  hit  chauncid  that, 
beyinge  at  such  wordis  as  *  thou  hoore,'  and  '  thou  thief,'  Fazakerley, 
workinge  at  a  pale^  vfiih  an  Axe,  followid  M«?'garet  Wirrall,  to  have  smit 
her  w/t/i  the  axe ;  and  she  Eun?ie  into  Wolfall  house ;  and  Toppinge*^ 
wief,  who  stode  by  when  they  were  at  thes  wordzV,  shutt  the  dore  against 
Fazakerley ;  &  so  hit  fortuned  that  he  hitt  her  not.  and  he  confessid,  in 
that  tene,  he  carid  not  yf  he  had  knockid  her  downe.  and  then  this 
deponent  commynge  then  in  sight,  the  said  Margaret  desired  hym  to 
bey  re  witnes  howe  she  was  ordered.  [All  the  abuse  and  row  arose]  apon 
this  occasion :  the  said  Ma?'garet  desired  vij'  grotes  of  the  said  Henry 
Fazakerley,  w/itch  she  had  lent  hym  about  iij  yeres  afore ;  &  he  made 
answere  and  said  *  he  owid  non  * ;  and  she  said  he  did ;  and  apon  that 
occasion  they  fell  immediatelie  to  thes  sclaunderous  worded,  and  forther 
he  sais,  that  the  said  Henry  callid  the  said  Margaret  'MatV^er  Mores 
hore*;  and  she,  answering,  callid  hym  *grinnmge  thief;  and  apon  that, 
he  callid  her  *  "M aster  Mores  provid  hore ' ;  so  that  he  callid  her  '  hore,' 
before  she  callid  hym  '  thief  .  .  .  &c  &c.     [See  3  b,  below,  p.  204-7.] 

4.    Mrs.  Katherine  Claiton  v.  Margaret  Tauliour  (for 
abusing  her). 

(In  it,  a  man  goes  to  a  high  loft  to  write  a  letter  ;  women  drink  with  men  at  an  inn. ) 

^  Exa7?ii7?acio   testium   super  \ihel\o   ex   parte   Kateme  Claiton,  partw 

act7*zm,  contra  et  aduerst^  Margareta?»  Tailiowr,  parte7;i  rea?/*,  capt<t 

coraTW  magw^ro  Rob€7-to  Leche,  &c,  xj"  die  Apn'lis,  1562. 

Laurencius  Manwaringo,  parochte  Vici-Malbani,^  etatw  xxxv'  an- 

^  leaf  51,  back. 

2  aumler  or  urulcm,  1.  the  time  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock  in  tlie  morning — see 
Bradley's  Stratmann  ;— then  shifted  to  2.  the  afternoon  :  '  the  time  between,  the  time 
between  sunriHo  an<l  noon,  between  noon  and  sunset,  a  mealtime.'— May  hew  and  Skeat. 

'  A  paling,  a  fence  of  wootlen  stakes.  *  loaf  54. 

*  Witch-Malbauk,  or  Nautwich,  near  Crewe.  See  Jaa.  Hall's  History  qf  NarUwich^ 
453,  458. 
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novum,  novit  p«rte?>i  aairicem  a  ma^rimomo  inter  y^illelmum  Claitton  et 
ipsam,  et  p«/'te??j  rea??i  a  natiidkite  / 

Ad  ^rimnm  SLiticulwny  credit  eundem  fore  werum. 

Ad  ij"^  aTticulu7ii,  nescit  depone/'e  nisi  ex  auditu.  Reddendo  rac/onem 
sui  dic^i,  this  deponent  sais,  that  apoii  a  Saterday  in  Septembre  last, 
at  an  after-none,  this  depone7^t  beinge  required  bie  one  Browne,  newly 
co??ime  from  Barwicke,  to  write  hym  a  le^^re,  went  to  the  house  of 
Ric/ia?*d  Wright  of  the  BelP ;  and  there,  in  a  hye  lofte,  this  depone7zt 
beynge  writinge  the  said  Le^^re,  Mz'^^^res  Claiton  came  in  to  the  said 
cliambre,  and  brought  wtth  her  thither,  on,  John)  Mae^'^erson,  and  the  said 
Brownes  wief ;  and  the  said  mistres  Claiton  seid,  ''cosin  Maldev&on,  I 
have  brought  you  hither,  to  here  what  this  gentleman  sais  about  suche 
sclaunderous  worded  as  he  hard  spoken  by  me."  and  then  she,  desiringe 
the  said  Mr  Browne  to  report  the  same  talke,  that  he  had  hard  the  night 
before  :  and  the  said  Browne  said,  that  the  night  before,  he  enquired  of  the 
said  Margaret  Tailioifr,  '  what  maner  a  man  Mr  Cleytou  was ' ;  and  she 
answerid  &  said,  *  he  was  an  evill  man.'  &  the  said  Browne  said,  '  Ho 
hath  report  to  be  an  honest  gentleman,'  &  she  answerid  &  said,  that  *  he 
was  a  very  evill  &  noughtie  man.'  &  the  said  Browne  said,  *  what  is  his 
wief  then]*  &  she  answerid  and  said,  that  'like  as  the  one,  like  tlie 
other  ' ',  p?-esentibz/s  tunc  ibidem,  te??zpore  ipi'olacioms  hujusmodi  Ye7-hovum, 
vnacu??z  isto  deponen^e,  Johamie  Maisterson,  the  said  Browne  &  his  wief, 
&  a  brother  of  Browne,  Mes^res  Claiton,  et  alijs,  quoTicm  nomiinx  non 
recolit.     cetera  ad  cowtenta  in  dicto  libello  nescit  deponere  / 

Ad  iij*  articulnm,  nescit  depone?-e  ce?'titudinak7er. 

Ad  iiij  Sivticulmn,  dicit  et  credit  ennde?n  fore  veru??^. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eundem  fore  vemm. 

Ad  vj',  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte. 

Ad  \liimicm,  dicit  i^^'edeposita  p«r  eu??i  fore  vera,  &c. 

(signd)        iper  me  lavrence  maynwaryng. 

^Joh.an7ies  Maisterson,  deVico  Malbano  [Nantwich],  generosus,  eta.tis 
xxxij  unnoium,  novit  partewi  actricem  xvj*^'"*  awios,  et  Margareta??i  Tailioz^r 
a  puer/cia. 

Ad  ^rlmum  a,rtlculnm,  credit  eunde^Ji  fore  \evum. 

Ad  ij^  a.Yticu\um,  This  Depone?it  sais,  that  about  Septembre  last,  he 

was  sent  for  by  M/s^res  Claiton  articulate,  to  conwie  to  drinke  with  her 

in  the  Bell,  with  dyverse  of  her  husbande.'i'  frendes,  in  his  absence  ;  and 

^  In  the  great  Fire  at  Nantwich,  on  Thursday,  10  Dec.  1583,  Richard  Wilbraham 
says,  that  among  the  150  houses  burnt,  including  seven  "  Innes  for  logiug,  &  very 
ffayre,"  was  "the  bell,  Richard  AVright." — Jas.  Hall's  History  of  Nantxvich  (1883), 
p.'lOo.  2  leaf  54,  back. 
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com??zynge  thither,  into  an  hye  lofte,  she  said  "  Cosin  M«Z6"^e7'Son,  I  have 
sent  for  you  liitlier  to  beyre  witnes  what  this  g^nileman^  Ma/sfer  Browne, 
hath  hard  reportid  sclaunderouslie  spoken  of  nie."  &  tlie  said  lAaistet 
Browne  beynge  in  the  said  chambre  afore  his  com??iynge,  and  LaAvrence 
Manwaringe,  and  dyverse  others,  with  hym ;  and  the  said  Browne  declarid 
tJiat  he,  beynge  in  the  Bell  the  night  before,  &  Margaret  Tailio?«r  beynge 
drinkinge  with  hym,  the  said  Browne  enq?^/rod  of  her  '  what  mane?*  of 
man  Mr  Claiton  was ' ;  and  she  answerid  and  said  he  was  '  an  vnthrifte, 
and  spent  all  that  euer  he  had.'  and  he  answerid  &  said,  he  thought  he 
was  '  a  good  ^Qnileman ' ;  and  askid  her  then,  '  what  his  wief  Kat/^erme 
Claiton  was.'  and  she  answerid  and  said,  "suche  one,  such  is  the  other." 
as  for  any  other  sclaunderous  worde^'  that  he  hard  spoken  bie  the  said 
Browne,  to  be  reportid  of  the  said  Margaret  Tailowr,  this  depone?4t  knowes 
not  /  beynge  yresewt  at  that  tyme,  Laurence  Manwaringe,  Roger  Crocket, 
&  others,     cetera  ad  coTztenta  in  d/c^o  iixticulo  nescit  depone?'e  / 

Ad  iij,  credit  eunde?>i  fore  veru??i. 

Ad  iiij*,  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  V*  ar^/czdu?;^,  credit  euude??i  fore  venim. 

Ad  vj*"'"  avHculum,  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte. 

Ad  vltimwm,  d/cit  p?'edeposit«  pe>*  eu??z  fore  vera,  &c.  &  forther  he 
sais,  as  concerninge  the  secound  article,  that  the  said  Browne  said,  he  hard 
^Margaret  Tailio?^r  say,  that  *Mr  Cleyton  &  Tdchard  Wright  had  fought 
together  in  London.'    but  what  was  the  cause,  this  Deponewt  knowes  not. 

^Rogerus  Crocket,  de  Yico  Malbano  [Nantwich],  etate*"  xx'  an?iorw??i, 
novit  parte?/*  actnce?;*  vij  anwis,  et  vltra,  et  pa?*te7?i  leam  similiteT  / 

Ad  prtmum  ar//cwlu7?i,  credit  eundem  fore  yeium. 

Ad  ij**  ar^/c?du7>?.  This  depone//t  sais,  that  lie  hath  hard  the  said 
^ra7-garet  Taiiiowr  speke  evill  and  sclaunderous  wordes  bie  Katherine 
Cleyton,  in  the  house  of  the  father  of  the  said  Ma/'garet,  apon  a  Saterday 
afore  none,  apon  the  occasion  of  rehersall  of  worde**.  The  wordcs  which 
he  did  here  Ma7*garet  Taiiiowr  speake,  were  theis  /  ^^B^ichard  Wright 
had  gevin  William.  Cleytons  wief  a  paire  of  damaske  sieves,  which 
William  Clayton  burnid  afore  his  wiefes  face."  and  as  for  any  other 
sclaunderous  worde<»,  he  hard  not  the  said  Ma7*garet  speake :  p?*e8entibu8 
tunc  ibwZem,  te/wpore  prolactowis  hvjtismodi  verborw7w,  the  father  of  the 
said  Margaret,  Kondull  Santley,  one  Mistres  Griffin,  &  the  mother  of  the 
said  Margaret,  beynge  askid  *  who  made  the  rehersall  of  wordea  spoken 
of  afore';  he  answeris,  that  *on,  Browne,  a  Barwicke,  came  into  this 
contrye,  and  with  his  wief,  as  hit  is  supposid;  ■w^ich  Brownes  wief  came 

1  leaf  55. 
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into  Margaret  Tailioztrs  fatliers  house,  at  the  request  of  Ki\theri?ie  Claiton, 
to  knowe  wliether  the  said  Mrt?-garet  wold  stand  to  the  wordes  she  liad 
spoken  bie  the  said  Ksitherme,  in  the  house  of  Tdchai'd  Wright.'  &  the 
said  Ma?*garet  ansvverid,  tliat  she  wold  not  deny  any  wordes  that  she  had 
spoken ;  and  she  grauntid  that  she  had  spoken  those  wordes  about  the 
damaske  sieves,  &  no7i  other  / 

Ad  iij  Articidwji,  credit  eundem  fore  yerum. 

Ad  iiij*  SivUculum,  dicit  et  credit  eundem  fore  xeTum. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  eundem  fore  ^eimn. 

Ad  vj,  credit  eunde??i  fore  Yeiwn. 

Ad  \liijnu7n,  dicit  p?'edepositrt  pe?*  ewn  fore  vera,  non  est  doctt^s,  no?i 
condvictus ;  duxit  sorore??^  WilleZmi  Claiton,  mariti  part/s  Sictricis',  non 
curat  de  victoria,  &c. 

(signd)        'Roger  Crokett. 

5.    Margery  Morgan  v.  Philip  Jenkin. 

^Willelmus  Colly,  generosus,  parochie  de  Malpas,^  etatts  xP  SLmiorumf 
now't  parte??!  actncem  x  anwis,  et  partem  rca?)i  vij  an?iis.     [1562.] 

Ad  iprimmn  antiaduin,  credit  eundem  fore  Yerwn. 

Ad  ij*^  aTticulunij  This  depone?2t  sais,  that  he  was  required  to  com?7ie  to 
a  field  nere  vnto  Kidden  Hilles,^  about  a  mariage,  to  this  deponewte*^  think- 
inge,  betwixe  Ma?-gery  Morgan  and  John)  Gam.  and  in  debatinge  the 
matter,  John)  Gam  said  vnto  Margery,  that  she  was  sclaundrid  with,  one 
William  Bathoe ;  for  Phelippe  Jenkin  told  the  said  John),  that  William 
Eatho  had  laine  bie  her  fortie  nightes,  or  suche  like,  to  this  deponentfs 
reniembraunce ;  and  that  he  wold  have  her  to  clere  her-self  of  that 
matter;  and  so  ther  w^as  no  p?'omes  of  mariage  made  at  that  tyme.  where- 
apon,  the  said  Ma?'gery  spoke  to  the  said  Phelip  Jenkin,  there  beynge 
\wese\\i,  and  said,  "thou  hast  reportid  suche  wordes  bie  me"  /  and  tlie 
said  Phelip  answerd,  "that  I  have  said,  WiZ/^am  Bathoe  told  hit  vnto 
me ;  and  I  told  hit  John)  Gam,  for  good  will ;  and  I  will  stand  to  hit, 
that  WilliaxQ.  Bathoe  told  hit  vnto  me."  but  for  that  Act,  this  deponewt 
is  a  straunge?*  to  the  matter,  &  knowis  no  more  / 

Ad  iij  diYticuiunij  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iiij'  ar^^cMlum,  credit  eunde??!  fore  Yeriim. 

Ad  V*,  dicit  enudem  fore  yerum.  , 

Ad  vj*"'",  credit  Qwwdem  fore  \exum. 

1  leaf  58,  back. 

2  Malpas,  a  town  about  12  miles  S.E.  of  Chester.  Part  of  the  parish  is  in  the 
detacht  portion  of  Flintshire.  ^  ?  MS.  Riddenhilks 
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Ad  \Atimum,  quoad  fama??^,  nescit  deponere,  bicause  tliis  Depone?it  is 
not  muche  at  home  / 

^  Exa??2iwacio  iQ?X\um  super  li^eZlo  oblato  in  caw&'a  Marggerie  Morgan 
cowtra  Vhilipimm  Jenkin,  capta  die  et  ^mio  pred^cfis  (15  June 
1562). 

Johawwes  Phineus,  parochie  de  Malpas,  etatz's  xx'  anworw??i,  noi-^t 
parte??!  actrzce??i  ij  anwis,  et  parte???.  rea??z  te??ipo?'e  memorie  sue  / 

Ad  ij  /  This  deponeTit  saies,  That  Ma?'gery  Morgan,  beynge  of  honest 
name  afore,  for  any  thinge  that  eue?'  he  hard  afore  the  tyme  of  this  sute 
come?isid,  was  reportid  bie  the  mouth  of  Phelip  Jenkin,  to  have  lyene 
sondry  nightes,  and  in  sundry  places,  w/th  William  Bathoe.  reddendo 
raczone??!  sui*dzc^i,  he  saies,  he  came  from  the  Malpas,  and  mett  with 
Phelip  Jenkin,  who  demauudid  whether  he  had  bene  to  se  liowe  Ma?'gery 
Morga?!  did.  this  depone7^t  answerid,  he  had  not  bene  with  her.  **  well," 
said  Philip  Jenkin,  "  I  have  told  thie  ma^-^er,  John)  Gam, — in?iuendo  vt 
sup?*a — that  William  Bathoe  had  laine,  bothe  in  this  Cuntry  &  othere, 
wzth  Ma?'gery  Morgan  diue?'se  nightes." 

Alicia  Gam,  parochie  de  Malpas,  etati's  xxix'  an?ior/<??z,  novit  parte??* 
2iQ,tricem  et  pa?'te??i  rea??i  xij*^'"*  an;ns  et  vltra  / 

2  Ad  ij^  ar^icwlu??!,  This  depone?zt  sais,  that  Phelip  Jenkin  come  apon 
a  certen  tyme  to  the  house  of  the  mother  of  John)  Gam, — this  depone??t 
then  beynge  only  with  his  mother, — and  there  did  plainly  tell  this 
depone/^tt  &  her  mother,  that  Margery  Morgan  had  lyen  with  WiZZiam 
Bathoe  xx'  nighte« ;  and  the  said  WiZZiam  had  had  the  Company  of  her, 
xx'  tymes.     cetera  ad  co/itenta  huius  ar^icwli,  nescit  deponere  / 

6.    Matilda  Holme  v.  Elizabeth  Tilston,  widow,  for 
calling  her  *Koberte  Soundes  hoore/     [21  Nov.  1562.] 

^Widow  Tilston  said  'she  had  so  callid  her,  &  wold  so  call  her' :  <^' 
when  put  *  in  mynd  of  the  daunger  of  the  Lawe,  neuertheles  she  wold 
not  call  back  these  wordes;  but  [said]  that  she  [Maude  Holme]  was  an 
arrant  hoore,  and  Roberte  Soundese«  horc,  and  like  vnto  Mawde  Scotta- 
l)Out,  who  was  a  most  notorious  hoore.'  So  deposes  Rafe  Golburne  of 
ChriHtleton,  near  Chester,  aged  42.  Thomas  Edge  of  Cliristleton,  aged 
30,  who  went  with  Kafo  Golburne  to  Widow  Tilston,  deposes  that  she 
Baid  that  Maude  Holme  *  was  as  arrant  a  boor  as  euer  went  abrode' ;  and, 
'as  this  deponent  think^'/?,  she  likned  her  to  Mawdo  Scotabout,  and  said 
she  was  Roberte  Sounder*  hoor,  &  had  bene  his  horc  vij  or  viij  yeres.' 
»  leaf  68,  back.  «  leaf  69.  '  leaf  98. 
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^On  17  Dec.  1562,  Eafe  Bostok  deposes  that  Widow  Tilston  answers 
him  about  Mawde  llohne  :  "What,  wold  you  have  me  to  say  she  is  an 
honest  woman  1  No  ;  she  is  my  sonne  Eoberte  Sonndes  hoore ;  and  had 
causid  hym  to  spend  many  a  pound." 

^'And  Randle  Roland  sny.s,  that  Widow  Tilston  cald  Mawde  Holme  *a 
stronge  hoore.'  "  and  as  they  were  talkinge,  it  chauncid  Mawde  Holme 
to  come  vp  the  strete ;  and  the  said  ^lizahetJi  bade  a  boy  [a  son]  of 
Eoberte  Sounder,  beynge  Avz'th  her,  "  call  her  thy  fathers  Scattabout,"  & 
so  the  boy  did.  and  then  the  said  Y^lizabeth,  beynge  as  it  were  but  in  dout 
afore  lest  it  were  she,  said  *  Yes,  in  faith,  it  is  that  stronge  hoore,  that 
made  my  sonne-in-Lawe  to  sell  his  land  to  Master  Cholmeley,  and  had 
kept  her  this  viij  yeres ':  " 

On  the  other  hand,  Mathew  Lithgo  deposes  ^that  he  "said  to  Mawde 
Holme,"  "  Mawde,  thou  hast  begonne  a  mad  matter  against  lEAizabeth 
Tilston,  widowe,  for  thou  hast  reported  as  ill  by  her.  *  whie"?'  quod  she. 
*  one  foule  word  askis  an  other.'  c[2iod  this  depone?it :  '  thou  hast  reportid 
that  the  said  ^Uzaheth  thelder  said  to  ^[her]  husband  '  comme,  Roger, 
and  pull  Roberte  Wright  out  of  Elizabeth  thie  doughter.'  and  the  said 
Maw^de  answerid  and  said  '  she  wold  stand  to  that,  afore  my  luord*  and 
Master  Chaunceloi^r,  whensoeue?*  she  was  callid.'  " 

Richard  Peuk  also  deposes,  that  he  "  came  into  the  house  of  Mathue 
Lithgo,  and  found  Mawde  Holme  there.  And  this  deponent  wold  have 
kissed  her ;  and  she  said  '  Beware  !  for  I  will  make  an  end  of  my  matter, 
and  prove  my  self  an  honest  woman,  or  any  man  touche  me;  or  I  will 
spend  my  mothers  field  of  barly,  and  all  that  euer  I  haue,  but  I  wilbe 
revengid  on  Tilstons  wief.'  '  well,'  quod  the  forsaid  Mathue,  '  thou  hast  a 
mad  matter ;  for  thou  hast  spoken  as  ill  by  'KVizabeth  Tilston  the  younger.' 
'  Avell,'  quod  the  said  Mawde,  '  that  I  spoke,  I  will  stand  to ;  that  the  said 
TJizaheth  Tilston,  AvidoAve,  said  to  her  husband,  *  Rise,  Roger;  and  thou 
may  take  Robe?'te  Wright  in  Elizabeth  thie  doughter,  in  the  lof te.' " 

7  b.    Constance  Frost  v.  Wm.  Ball  and  others. 

(Third  Examination  of  Witnesses  :  see  leaves  164  back— 165,  and  166  back — 167, 
pages  208-9  below,  for  the  1st  and  2nd.) 

^  Exa7)ii?iacio  testiu??i  in  csmsa  diEamacionis  inter  Cnstanciam  Frost  aiticu- 

latam,  contra  VJ'illelmum  Ball  et  sdios,  capta  xxj°  Junij,  1564. 

Cicilea  Strete,  of  the  parish  of  St  Mary's,  Chester,  aged  50,  *'  saies, 

that  the  same  Dale  after  that  the   Citation  w^as  servid  apon  lElizabeth 

1  leaf  105,  back.         ^  jg^f  106.         ^  leaf  106,  back  (a.d.  1562).         ^  The  Bishop. 

5  leaf  178,  back. 
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Brerewod,  this  depone/it  and  'Elizabeth  Williamson  came  from  the  Church 
AV2th  the  said  Elizabeth  Brerewod  :  the  said  Elizabeth  Bre[re]wod  said  to 
them,  "Wliat  say  you  bie  that  queane  that  hath  put  me  in  younder 
tliinge?"  "In  what  thing T'  this  deponez^^  and  Eiiz'.  [Williamson]  askid 
her.  "  I  cannot  tell,"  said  the  said  Elizabeth  [Brerewod] ;  "  but  what-soeue?* 
things  it  is,  that  knave  yowr  sonne — innz^endo  tliis  dei>onentes  sonne — 
made  it,  &  brought  it  to  the  Church."  Then  said  this  deponent,  "  Yea,  a 
very  knave  in  dede,  if  he  either  make  or  meddle  with  it."  *  JS'o,'  said 
Elizabeth  Wilk'amson,  *  it  is  a  Citaciou  com??2es  out  of  the  sp<Vt7uall  Court ; 
it  com?«es  not  out  of  the  castell  nor  the  Exchequer.'  then  said  the  said 
Elizabeth  Brerewod,  'Miad  the  Jawde  no-bodie  to  put  in  but  me?  if  the 
hoore  Jawde  wilbe  a  hoore  Jawde,  let  the  hoore  Jawde  be  a  hoore  Jawde. 
if  the  hoore  Jawde  will  plaie  the  hoore  Jawde,  let  the  hoore  Jawde  play 
the  hoore  Jawde;  and  let  me  alone  bie  her." 

^On  1  July  1564,  Elizabeth  WilU'rtmson  gives  the  above  speeches  as, 
"  howe  say  you,  that  I  am  servid  w/th  a  CiiacumV*  *  bie  Avhomr  quod 
this  depone/it.  "  Mary,"  q?iod  the  said  Elizabeth,  "  bie  yonnder  Jawde," 
— innwendo  Custance  Frost,  as  she  thinker. — and  further  she  said,  "  if  she 
be  a  Jawde,  let  her  be  a  Jawde  for  me  !  what  I  have  [?have  I]  to  do  w/th 
her,  or  she  with  me  1 "  Joan  Gittin  reports  it  as  -"  had  the  Jawde  no  bodie 
to  set  in  but  me  1  if  the  Jawde  wilbe  a  hoore  Jawde,  let  the  Jawde  let 
me  alone !  I  will  neither  make  nor  medle  with  her."  Joan  "  thinke.s' 
her  [Constance  Frost's]  good  name  is  not  hurt,  biecausc  the  worde.9  were 
spoken  in  a  furye." 

30n  3  Oct.  1564,  Richard  Barker  of  St.  Oswald's  parish,  Chester, 
aged  70,  says  "  he  thinke.s-  she,  the  said  Custance,  is  an  honest  woman." 

8.  Joan  Ashley  v.  Margaret  Stele  and  others,  for  saying 

she  was  with  Child  by  John  Jackson.     [3  Oct.  1564.] 

*  Depo««ctones  testiu??!  inter  Joanna?^  Ashley,  partem  act;iice?«,  et  alios  / 

Ricardus  Haiton  [1  Halton],  p«rocht«  de  Rostorne,  ibidem  moraus^ 
trax/t  a  na/m/ate(?)  etatu  Ixxviij  an/ios,  noi'/t  Joanna?^  Asldey  a 
puencia,  et  Margaretawi  Stele  civciter  xx  annis,  Cicilia?/*  Ingham  tribt^ 
diwnisy  et  Petru?/i  Johnson  duobus  an«is  /....-... 

Ad  ij**  divfimlwm,  This  deponent  saies,  tliat  apon  midlent  8ondaie  last 
past,  about  iiij"'  of  the  clock  after  none,  this  deponent  went  to  ono 
Wi///ain  Stelis  ^hoiise;  and  ininiediatly  ther  came  in  Margai-et  Stole, 

»  leaf  183.  •  leaf  183,  bock.  •  leaf  193,  back. 

*  leaf  193,  back.  »  leaf  194. 


124*      V.   Libels.     8.   Joan  Ashley  v.  Margaret  Stele  and  others. 

suster  to  tlie  said  Wi/Zmni  Stele,  into  the  said  liouse ;  and  the  said 
Ma?-garet  in  bourd  said  to  this  depone/it,  that  she  wold  declare  vnto  the 
said  Wi/Z^Vml,  her  brother,  howe  this  deponeTit  did  sitt  \v?'th  his  wief. 
and  the  said  Ma?'garet  further  said,  that  such  old  men  as  tliis  depone?it 
was,  were  not  to  trust ;  for,  the  said  Ma?*garet  said,  *  there  is  a  man  in 
this  Towne,  as  old  as  this  deponent  was,  had  .gotten  a  woman  with  Child.* 
and  this  depone/it  askid  the  said  Margaret,  who  that  shuld  be ;  and  the 
said  Margaret  bade  this  deponent  reade  [=  guess]  if  he  cold,  and  this 
depone?it  saied  it  was  likest  to  be  John)  Jackson,  and  the  said  Ma?-garet 
said  it  was  the  same,  and  this  depone?it  askid  the  said  Ma/'garet  who  tlie 
woman  was.     and  the  said  Margaret  said  it  was  Jone  Ashley 

Alexander  Lineye,  pa?*ochie  de  Eostorne,  ihidem  mora7^5,  traxzt  vj 
an?zis,  oriundw^'  infra  parochi'e  Mancestre,  etatis  circiter  xxiiij  an720s  wovii 
partem  actr^ce«^  iiij"''  an/iis,  Ma7'gareta??2  Stele,  Ciciliam  Ingham  per 
spacium  anm,  et  Petrum  Johnson  per  dimidiu??i  s.\\n\,  &c 

Ad  ij*^  a,xtieu\\\m,  This  depone?it  saies,  that  about  viij  wekes  ago,  as 
this  deponent  was  in  Companie  with  Peter  Johnson,  he  hard  the  said 
Peter  sale  and  report  to  this  deponer^t,  that  he,  the  said  Peter,  was  by 
in  Companie  about  a  quarter  of  a  yere  ago,  when  the  said  Peter,  and 
John  Jackson,  and  Jone  Ashley,  came  from  Arley,^  SZr  John  Warburtons 
place,  together;  when  the  said  Jone  Ashley  shuld  say  vnto  the  said  John 
Jackson,  that  the  said  John  Jackson  shuld  p?'Ovide  a  place  for  her,  for 
she  was  with  child  with  hym  ;  and  if  her  father  &  her  mother  did  knovve, 
she  most  be  driven  out  of  the  Cuntrie  :  et  hec  audivit  ex  Eelacione  Petre 
\so^  Johnson 

2  Joha^T^es  Aspshawe,  pa?'ochie  de  Eostorne  .  .  .  etatis  Ix  an?^o^^??i  .  .  . 
saies,  that  about  a  quarter  of  a  yere  ago,  he  hard  Peter  Johnson  report  to 
this  deponent  and  Alexa/ider  Liney,  that  the  said  Peter  Johnson  came 
from  Arley  in  Company  w/th  John)  Jackson  and  Jone  Ashley,  when  the 
said  Jone  Ashley  said  to  the  said  John  Jackson,  that  she  was  with  child 
With  hym,  &  willed  hym  to  provide  a  place  for  her ;  for  if  her  father  did 
knowe  it,  she  shuld  be  driven  out  of  the  Cuntrie 

^  Exa??n*/zacio  testiu??i  super  Excepcioriibz^s  ex  parte  Petri  Johnson  et 
?i\ioruin  oblat/s,  capta  xxiij"  Xovemb?'is,  cora??i  ma^gistio  Eoberto 
Leche,  &c  1564. 

Eobertus  Leighe,  parochi'e  de  Eostorne,  etatis  xxx*  annoriim,  novit 
Joanna??i  Ashley  iij  an7?-is,  et  Petru??i  Johnson  xij  anwis. 

^  Arley  Hall,  in  Great  Budworth  parish,  Cheshire,  4|  miles  "N.E.  of  Northwich. 
The  Warburtons  have  it  still.  ^  jeaf  194.  back.  ^  igaf  200. 
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Ad  1^7'imam  excepcione??i,  this  depoue/it  saies,  that  A]exander  Liney  is 
a  very  poore  man,  and  hath  bene  lately  arrestid  of  felonye,  and  hath 
confessid  the  same  / 

Ad  ij*^,  this  depone/it  saieth,  the  said  John)  Aspshawe  is  a  very  poore 
man,  and  Liveth  apon  his  neihoiira,  and  is  a  thatcher ;  and  his  wief  and 
children  go  on  begginge  ;  and  he  hyin-self  hath  no  certen  dwellinge  place, 
to  this  deponewtes  knoledge.  and  further  saieth,  he  hard  it  reportid  that 
Johii)  Jackson  brought  the  said  Joan  Ashley  to  one  Williamsons  house, 
an  Alehouse,  there  to  be  tablid ;  but  the  wief  wold  not  suffer  her.   .... 

Galfridus  Bretton,  parochi'e  de  Pever  inferior^  [Lower  Pever,  near 
Rostherne  and  Knutsford,  Cheshire],  etat/6"  xxxiiij  .  .  .  saieth,  Alexa7ider 
Liney  is  a  very  poore  [man],  and  hath  no  certen  abidinge  place ;  and  this 
depone/it  thinker*  he  is  of  small  credite  ;  and  he  hard  a  priest  declare  that 
he  was  a  suspeclid  fellowe. 

^Ad  ij**,  this  deponewt  saieth,  that  John)  Aspshawe  is  a  very  poore 
man,  yet  he  knowes  no  dishouestie  bie  hym.  and  further  this  deponent 
saies,  that  John  Jackson  came  to  the  house  of  Rafe  Wilhamson,  and 
com?7ioned  with  the  wief  of  the  house,  and  went  his  way  imediatlie. 
after  whose  departure,  Wilh'amsons  wief  askid  this  depone/it,  beinge  her 
neibowr,  whether  she  might  kepe  a  woman  of  John)  Jackson ;  *  for,'  said 
she,  *  he  hath  bene  here  about  that  purpose.'  this  depone/it  answerid, 
*  yonder  old  man  hath  no  woman  ;  and  if  he  have,  it  is  not  best  for  you 
to  kepe  her.'  within  a  weke  after,  the  said  Jackson  and  Joan  Ashley 
came  to  the  said  house ;  and  this  deponewt  found  them  there ;  and  after 
they  were  gone,  the  wief  said  :  "  younder  is  the  woman  that  John  Jackson 
wold  have  had  me  to  have  kept ;  but  through  thie  Counsell,  I  have  turned 
them  awaie." 

27  Dec.  1564.  John  Barlowe  of  Stretton,'^  clerk,  aged  56,  "saies 
that  Alexander  Liney  is  a  light  pe/'son ;  and  nowe  latelie  it  was  proviil 
before  Sir  Rafe  Leycetowr,  knvjht,  a  Justice  of  peace,  that  he  did  consent 
to  the  Convaieng  away  of  certen  butter  &  cheese  from  this  depone/et, 
deliuered  to  the  said  Alexander  &  his  wief,  bie  one  Ellin  Brodley ;  and 
for  the  same,  both  he  &  his  wief  were  ponished  in  the  stocke^f  / " 

*  Ad  ij**,  he  saieth,  that  John)  Aspshawe  is  a  light  person,  and  a  fugitive, 
and  hath  flitted  twise  within  this  half  yere.  And  further,  this  deponewt 
saieth,  that  he  did  domaunde  of  John)  Jackson  whie  he  wold  have  tabled 

»  leaf  200,  back.  a  leaf  202. 

•  A  township  and  village  in  Great  Budworth  parish,  Chesliiro ;  the  village  is  3^ 
miles  8.  of  Warrington.  Another  8trotton,  a  township,  lies  to  the  S.  W.,  in  Tilstou 
parish,  Cheshire,  4  miles  N.W.  of  Malpas.— Bartholomew. 

*  leaf  202,  back. 
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Jone  Ashley  at  Wiih'amsons  house;  &  lie,  this  depon6y?t,  said  further 
that  men  wold  Judge  evill  of  it.  and  Jackson  answerid,  "  what  if  I  did 
sol  yet  she  p?'ovid  not  w^'th  child." 

Kichard  Hatton  of  llostome,  aged  77,  "  saieth  that  AX^yiander  Liney 
is  a  poore  man,  an[d]  getteth  his  Livinge  bie  his  sore  workinge ;  and  he 
thinkes  he  wold  depose  nothinge  but  truth." 

Ad  ij^,  this  deponent  saieth  that  John)  Apshawe  is  a  very  poore  man, 
and  doth  rest  little  in  one  dwellinge  place 

Ad  iij.  This  deponipTit  saies,  that  John)  Jackson  came  apon  a  tyme  to 
the  wief  of  this  deponerit,  and  desired  her  to  let  hym  have  a  Chamber, 
to  talk  With  Jone  Ashley  in  an  Eveninge  ;  and  she  answerid,  ^slie  cold 
do  nothinge  without  her  husband,  this  depone/^t^js,  consent,  and  AVithin 
ij°  Daies  after,  he  came  to  this  deponent,  and  demaundid  the  same  of  hym, 
that  he  might  have  a  chamber  where  he  might  talk  with  Jone  Ashley  in 
an  eveninge ;  "  for,"  said  Jackson,  "  she  is  content  to  speake  in  secrete 
w^th  me ;  &  so  I  am  w/th  h-er."  to  whom,  this  deponent  answerid, 
beinge  Jacksons  kinsman,  that  he  shuld  have  non  there ;  and  it  was 
vnsemelie  for  his  age :  and  so  the  said  Jackson  depctrtid  ;  &  this 
deponerit  hard  no  more  of  hym. 

William  Urmiston,  of  the  parish  of  Knottisford,  aged  38,  "  saies,  that 
apon  a  tyme  John)  Jackson  came  to  this  depone/it,  and  willed  to  have  a 
Service  for  a  maide ;  and  an  other  tyme  he  willed  this  depone/it  that  his 
wief  shuld  take  her  into  se?*vice,  if  she  nedid  a  seru^<?mt ;  w7i'^ch  this 
deponent  denaide,  but  said  she  shuld  be  wzth  her  till  he  had  provided  for 
her,  if  she  were  an  honest  woman,  after  that,  the  said  Jackson  brought 
the  said  Jone  Ashley  vnto  this  ^deponewtes,  beinge  then  not  in  his  owne 
house,  and  lefte  her  w/th  this  deponerxtes  wief.  and  this  deponent  came 
in,  a  while  after;  and  finding  her  there,  demaundid  what  she  was,  and 
what  acquaintance  was  betwixe  Jackson  and  her.  and  she  answerid  at 
first,  she  had  a  poore  woman  to  her  mother ;  and  after,  in  talkc,  she  said 
she  was  Henry  Ashley  his  doughter.  and  biecause  this  depone/it  misliked 
her,  he  com??^aundid  his  wief  to  geve  her  meate  and  drinke  of  the  best 
she  had,  and  so  lete  her  depa?'te*;  for  this  depone^it  said  he  mynded  not  to 
kepe  her." 

9.  Ellen  Gillam  v.  Agnes  (or  Anne)  Gillam,  for  calling 

her  a  *  hoore.' 

314  Feb.  1564-5,  Elizabeth  Seaton,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter's,  Chester, 

aged  38,  "saies,  that  Anne  Gillam  spake  theis  wordes,  that  'Ellin  Gillam 

1  leaf  203.  ^  jeaf  203,  back.  ^  leaf  206. 
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was  nought  with  V\,oger  Brine ;  and  yf  nobodie  wold  say  nothmge  to  her, 
she  herself  wold  go  to  the  said  Koge?-  Brines  wief,  &  tell  her  of  hit,  that 
she  might  lay  in  waite  for  them,  and  take  them  together.'  and  further 
saieth,  that  thone  chidinge  \v^th  thotlier  about  tliinge^'  throwne  out  of  a 
windowe,  the  said  Anne  said  to  Thomas  Gillam,  com??iynge  out  of  his 
owne  howse,  '  go  vp,  and  take  a  hoore  bie  the  ^ose,'  inue^^do,  the  said 
Thomas  his  wief,  to  this  depone?ites  Judgme/^t." 

iQn  1  March,  1564-5,  Matilda  Gillam,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter's, 
Chester,  aged  50,  *'  sales,  that  about  the  beginninge  of  harvest  last,  in 
talk  With  Agnes  Gilla?«,  amonges  other  thinges,  the  said  Agnes  said  to 
this  deponerit,  that  Ellin  Gilla??*  was  a  hoore ;  and  that  the  child  in  her 
bellie  was  Roger  Brians,  and  this  depone7^t  said  it  was  shame  for  her 
so  to  report,  and  many  tymes  sins,  this  deponent  hath  hard  the  said 
Agnes  report  that  the  said  Ellin  was  a  hoore." 

"  Ad  iij  et  iiij*,  this  deponent  sais,  she  belevis  theis  articles  to  be 
true,  and.  that  Ellin  Gillams  husband  put  her  awaie  from  hym  above  a 
Monetli,  bie  reason  of  this  sclaunder." 

20n  16  March  1565,  Elizabeth  Walley  "saieth,  that  she  hard  Ellin 
Gilla?^  say  thus  to  Agnes  Gilla??^,  *thou  liest  like  an  arrant  howre  as 
thou  art.'  beinge  demaundid  [on]  what  occasion  theis  wordes  were  spoken, 
she  sales,  she  thinkes  it  was  in  quarelling  about  some  thinge  that  Avas 
throwne  out  of  Ellin  Gillams  windoe." 

"  Ad  ij  et  iij.  This  Deponent  saies  that  she  thinkes  the  good  Name 
of  Agnes  Gilla??i  is  not  hurt  herebie,  biecause  the  wordes  were  spoken  in 
anger ;  &  she  was,  &  is,  accountid  and  taken  for  an  honest  woman  /  " 

•^On  30  March,  1565,  Jane  Clough,  of  St.  Peter's  parish,  Chester,  says 
"  that  she  neue?*  hard  Agnes  Gilla??i  speake  any  sclaunderous  wordes  bio 
Ellin  Gilla?7i." 

*0n  28  Sept.  1565,  Ellen  Price,  of  St.  Brigit's  parish,  Chester,  aged 
46, — in  answer  to  the  Exceptions  taken  by  Agnes  Gillam  to  Ellen 
Giliam's  mtnesses, — "  saies  she  thinkes  that  Mawde  Gilla?/i  [the  2n(l 
witness  above]  is  an  honest  woman  /  and  she  thinke^f  that  the  said 
Mawde  wold  depose  VLon  other  thinge  tlien  truth,  and  further  she  saies, 
she  take^f  her  for  no  schold,  nor  an  vnhonest  woman  /  " 

"  Ad  ij**,  this  deponent  saies,  that  she  hath  hard  bie  report  that  the  said 
YXxzalteth  articulate  [E.  Walley,  the  3rd  witness  above]  had  a  child  bie 
one  Percevall ;  but  she  knowes  nothing  therin  but  by  heresay.  as  con- 
cerning/? the  chanse  that  concemeth  John)  ap  Res,  this  doponc/it  saieth, 
the  said  John)  is  her  liusband,  and  saies  that  she  knowes  nothing  but  by 
>  leaf  209,  back.  '  leaf  218,  back.  Meaf221.  Meaf239. 
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lieresay :  and  this  deponewt  her-self,  to  knowe  the  truth,  made  serche  for 
triall  therof ;  but  she  knowes  nothing  certenlie ;  for  if  she  had,  she,  this 
deiwuent,  wold  have  complained  apon  her,  the  said  Elizabeth,  and  further 
saies,  that  the  said  Agnes  wold  have  gevin  her  ij  s  to  have  testified  som- 
what  against  the  said  Elizabeih  in  this  matter,  which  this  deponewt 
refusid,  altho  she  be  very  poore  /  as  concerninge  John  Seaton,  this 
depone/it  saies,  that  the  said  Elizabeth  and  John  rid  in  a  cart^ ;  but  therin 
she  thinkes  they  had  extremitie ;  for  the  said  John)  &  'Elizabeth  were 
trouthplight  together  afore,  &  maried  im?>iediatlie  after." 

2  Jane  Bolton  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's  [on  the  hill]  Chester,  aged  50, 
"  thinkes  that  Mawde  Gilla??i  articulate  is  an  honest  woman,  and  will 
depose  nothinge  but  truth,  to  this  de^onentes  Judgment,  or  for  any 
thinge  that  this  depone?it  knowes  of." 

"Ad  ij**,  this  depone/?t  saies  that  the  said  'KMzaheth  articulate  [E.  Walley] 
had  a  child  bie  Peter  Pe?'cevall  articulate  ;  but  this  depone?it  saies  hit  was 
in  way  of  Mariage  ;  for  this  deponent  was  at  the  trouthplightinge  of  them 
before  the  child  was  gotten  ;  &  he  shuld  have  maried  her  if  he  had  lived, 
quoad  Johannem.  ap  Eice,  nescit  depone?*e.  et  quoad  Johannem  Seaton, 
she  saies  that  the  said  FAizabeth  [Walley]  was  cartid  bie  extremitie  and 
wrongfuUie ;  for  as  much  as  the  said  Seaton  was  trouthplightid  to  the 
said  'Elizabeth  aefore  she  was  cartid,  and  they  were  maried  within  ij" 
daies  after.  akYer  nescit  depone?'e  ^but  that  the  said  Agnes  wold  have 
gevin  this  depone/it  xij**  to  depose  that  Elizabeth  Bailie  was  nought; 
w^ich  she  refusid,  and  wold  not  do  it  / " 

10.    Isabell  Pattele  v.  Rafe  Hare,  for  calling  her 
^  a  hoore  and  a  thief.' 

*Exami7^acio  inter  Isabella7?z  Pattele  [?  MS.]  et  'RadulpMmi  Hare,  capta 
xv°  Februarii  1563-4. 

Homfrid«*s  Steele,  clencus,  curatus  de  Prise,  Cowentrie  et  Eichfeldie 
diocese,  etat^s  xxiij  annoruin,  novii  partes  ij  aTznis  / 

Ad  ij"*  avticulum,  This  depone/it  saies,  that  about  Michaelmas  daie 
last,  he  hard  Raffe  Hare,  before  Szr  Hugh  Cholmeley,  knight,  say  vnto 
the  mother  of  Isabell  Pattel  (?)  that  *  she,  \icMicet  the  said  Isabell,  was  a 
hoore  and  a  thief ;  and  that  Master  Bromley  had  put  cloth,  tenne  ysLvdes, 
to  the  said  Isabell,  to  make  sheetes  of ;  and  she  made  smokes  &  sheetf^^? 
to  lapp  her  hoore  ars  in.'     and  the  same  night,  this  deponewt,  havinge 

^  Drawn  about  in  a  cart,  as  a  punishment  for  incontinency. 
2  leaf  239,  back.         '^  leaf  240.         *  leaf  206,  back. 
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one  other  honest  man  in  compan[i]e,  did  exhorte  the  said  Eaffe  to  geve 
oner  those  sclaunderous  wordes ;  and  in  debatinge  the  matter,  the  said 
Kafe  affirmed  that  she  the  said  Isabell  was  a  hoore;  &  that,  he  wold 
stand  to,  and  p?-ove  it 

^William  Bebington,  ^arochie  de  "Wrenbury,  etat^5  xlvj  annorzn?z  .... 

Ad  ij'^  Qxticuhnifij  dicit  e^lnde??^  fore  veru?7^.  reddendo  racione??^  sui 
dicfi,  this  depone?it  saieth,  that  abowt  Michaelmas  daie  last  past,  he  was 
in  Companie  with  diue?'se  others  appointid  bie  Sir  Hugh  Cholmely, 
Knight,  apon  certen  occasions ;  and  in  wordings  betwixe  the  mother  of 
the  said  Isabell  &  the  said  Rafe,  the  said  Eafe  said  to  her,  that  'her 
doughter  Isabell  was  a  hoore  and  a  thief ;  and  that  she  had  x  yarde**  of 
cloth,  of  one  Master  Bromley,  and  she  cutt  it  in  sheetes  and  smockes  to 
lapp  her  hoores  ars  in '  /  and  the  same  eveninge,  S/r  Homfrey  Steele  [the 
curate,  above],  in  the  p7'esence  of  this  deponent  did  exhort  the  said  Eafe  to 
leave  such  noughtie  worde*',  for  he  had  vndone  the  poore  wench,  and  he 
answerid  againe  she  was  a  hoore,  &  he  wold  stand  to  hit  / 

11.    Thos.  Grenehalgh  v.  Fras.  Grenehalgh  for  saying  he 
committed  Adultery. 

Examinocio  testium  supe/-  \ihel\o  ex  pa?'te  Tho7we  Grenehalghe  vj° 
Decembm  [1565]. 

2  Ad  Eccle.na7?i. 

Johannes  Key,  paroch/e  de  Bury,^  etat^'s  xxxv'  annovumy  novit  pa7'tcs 
xvj*^''"  anwis  / 

Ad  piimum  avticulwn,  credit  eundewi  fore  wevmn. 

Ad  ij"*,  This  deponent  sais,  that  he,  beinge  a  wright  bie  his  occupacion, 
and,  apon  [or]  about  the  tymo  libellate,  workinge  with  Francis  Grene- 
halgh, sawe  Thomas  Grenehalghe  goinge  toward  the  house  of  one  Thomas 
Nuttall,  husband  to  Jone  Nuttall  articulate ;  and  amonge  other  talk  of  and 
by*  the  said  Tliomas  Grenehalgh,  the  said  Frauncis  said,  that  'ISfargaret 
Bradley,  mother  to  the  said  Jone,  came  to,  and  was  at,  the  house  of  her 
dougliter  Jone  Nuttall ;  and  tlie  doughter  went  vnto  the  house  of  the 
said  Margaret  her  mother;  and  thone  remayned  at  the  house  of  the 
other,  vntill  the  said  Thomas  Grenehalgh  liad  plaid  the  nought  w/th  the 
said  Jone,  in  the  house  of  the  said  Margaret,  her  mother,'  And  at  the 
same  tymo  in  talk,  tlio  said  Anno  Grenehalgh,*  libellate,  affirmed  the  same 
to  be  true. 

^  leaf  207.        '  leaf  256.        *  In  lAiicanhirp,  now  in  the  diocete  of  Manchester. 

*  about,  against.     *  Wife  of  Francis  Grenchalgli,  the  libeller  of  Thomas  Clrcnoluil-j;!!. 

CillLD-MABRIAOEH.  K 
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^Ad  iij',  dicit;  that,  bie  occasion  of  theis  sclaunderous  wordes,  the 
said  Thomas  Grenehalgh  his  good  Name  is  empaired  and  gretly  hurt 
therby 

Thomas  Lomas,  parochee  de  Bury,  etat^'s  xx  anworwm,  novit  partewt 
&ctric€m  et  partem  ream  x  anwis. 

Ad  p•^■mu?7^,  credit  eunde??i  contine?'e  in  se  veri^atem. 

Ad  ij^  SLTticulwn,  This  Deponent  saies,  that  about  the  tyme  libellate, 
this  deponent,  workinge  at  the  house  of  one  Frauncis  Grenehalgh,  Thomas 
Grenehalgh,  articulate,  walkid  toward  the  house  of  Thomas  Nuttall, 
husband  to  Jone  Nuttall  articulate ;  and  when  they  saw^e  hym  goinge 
toward  the  said  ^  Thomas  Nuttalles  house,  they  began  to  com77ien  &  talk 
of  the  said  Thomas  Grenehalgh;  and  amonges  other  thinges,  the  said 
Frauncis  spake  theis  wordes,  or  the  like  :  "  Margaret  Bradley  went  to  her 
doughter  Jone  Nuttalles  house ;  and  she,  on  the  contrary  wise,  went  to 
the  house  of  the  said  Ma7'garet,  her  mother ;  and  there  plaid  the  nought 
w^th  the  said  Thomas  Grenehalgh  articulate,  while  the  mother  was  at 
her  house."  And  the  said  Anne  Grenehalgh,  wief  to  the  said  Frauncis, 
beinge  present  at  this  talk,  and  affirme[d]  the  same  that  the  said  Frauncis 
her  husband  had  said,  to  be  true;  and  said  the  like  ble  Thomas  Grene- 
halgh, in  effect  / 

Ad  reliquos  Avticulos,  concordat  in  omnibus  cum  Johanne  Key,  pre- 
conteste  suo  / 


Vl.  WILLS. 

1.  ^Jn.  Crompton  v,  Isabella  Crompton,  testator's  widow, 
and  Jn.  Crompton. 

(Widow  steals  the  testator's  Will  and  money.     The  2nd  of  the  2  Depositions 
made  on  22  June  1562.) 

Roger  US  Brad  sh  awe,  parochie  de   Bolton,  etatls  xxxj  anworwrn,  novit 

partem   actrzcem   xx'    anwis,   et   Isabella??^   a  matniaonio  suo  cum 

Jankin  Cromptom. 

Ad   pr*mum   articulmn,  This  Deponewt  sais,  he  was  present  when 

Jenkin  Crompton,  the  testatour,  desired  John)  Crompton,  his  brother,  to 

be  a  father  &  an  ouerseer  to  his  children,     quoad  cetera,  refert  se  ad 

testameninm 

Ad  V*,  This  deponent  sais,  that  Isabell  Crompton*  told  this  deponewt 

1  leaf  256,  back.  2  jeaf  257.  ^  jeaf  69,  back-70, 

*  The  testator's  wife  :  later,  his  widow. 


VI.    Wills.     2.  A  Deposition  as  to  Richard  Pendleton's  Will.     131 

that  she  had  lost  the  key  of  a  chest,  &  desired  hym  to  pull  out  the  nayles 
of  the  hindges,  and  open  hit  on  the  other  side,  contrary  to  the  locke ;  and 
then  he  sawe  her  take  out  the  will,  and  a  box  mth  a  drawinge  coue?*,  and 
certen  writinges  w/^-^ch  lay  not  in  the  box  :  what  they  were,  this  deponey^t 
knowes  not ;  neither  what  was  in  the  box.  and  after  that  done,  the  said 
Isabell  brought  hym  newe  nailes,  and  made  hit  close  againe,  as  yf  hit 
neue?'  had  bene  openid.  &  then  this  depone/jt,  pe?'ceyving  hit  to  be  done 
for  a  pollicy,  his  conscience  accusid  hym,  and  he  declarid  hit  to  John) 
Crompton.  and  forther,  this  deponewt  sais,  that  the  testato?«r,  before  his 
death,  confessid  he  had  about  xj*'  in  gold  &  silue?*  in  the  house ;  which 
was  not  found,  nothinge  like,  and  this  depone?it  thinke.9  that  Alis  Ayns- 
worth  had  hit,  biecause  he  hard  the  said  Alis  say  she  had  a  som7«e  of 
gold  vfhioh.  Isabell  Crompton  brought  her,  either  when  her  husband  John) 
Crompton  lay  on  his  death  bed,  or  sone  after  his  death 

2.  A  Deposition  as  to  Kichard  Pendleton  s  Will. 

(Taken  2  Sept.  1563.) 
^ Roger  Burges,  ^aroohie  de  Hyton,^  etatzs  xlviij  anworw7?i,  novit  Eicrt?'- 
dum  Pendleton  a  te?7ipore  noticie  sue  / 
Examiwatws  &c.  This  Deponewt  sais,  that  'Richard  Pendleton,  beynge 
in  his  perfitt  memory,  about  half  a  yere  afore  his  death e,  made  his  last 
will,  vfhich.  was  written  by  S/r  'S.^ward  Lowe,  Vicar  of  Hyton,  and  no7^ 
other,  that  euer  this  deponewt  hard  of.  and  after  that  will  made,  he 
went  to  church,  and  after  seconnd^  againe;  and,  beynge  in  his  perfitt 
memory,  cold  tell  of  thinge*'  done  Ixxx'  yeres  ago,  and  knewe  his  neigli- 
bowres  well,  and  did  talke  to  them  discretly.  and  forther,  he  sais, 
that  he  was  with  the  testatoi^r  at  the  day  of  liis  death,  and  taried  w/th 
hym  when  the  breath  went  out  of  his  mouth ;  and  all  this  while  neuer 
revokid  his  testament,  and  did  sticke  still  to  hit,  and  desired  all  the 
neibowres  p?'e8ent  to  testify  the  same  /  and  beynge  demaundid  of  his  [the 
testator's]  tacke  of  ground  in  Whiston,  ^he  sais  he  knowes  that  tacke,  and 
n.'iinitl  hit,  videlicet  the  Lowe  field,  the  Rye  hay,  and  the  Kilne  crofto  : 
which  tacke  and  ground,  lie  gave  to  the  children  of  his  dough ter  Emmo, 
equally  to  be  devided  among6'«  them,  as  well  to  the  younge?'  as  to  the 
eldest,  and  as  for  Thomas  Barnes,  this  deponent  sais,  that  lie  nouer 
had  any  parte  of  that  tacke  lefte  vnto  hym ;  but  he  well  remenibres 
that  Thomas  Barnes  laborid  to  have  hit;  for  this  deponent  was  w/th 
the  Testatowr,  the  Aunderth*  that  the  testatoMr  died,  and  went  homo 

*  leaf  71,  Imck  (Piccope's  No.  81).        '  Hiiytoii  in  Lanciishiro,  near  Liverpool. 

*  sickend  *  leaf  72.  *  umlern,  al'tcruoou  :  see  p.  117,  uote  2. 
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againe  to  se  his  busines ;  and  was  sent  for  as  he  was  goynge ;  and  come 
to  the  testatot^r,  and  said,  **  Eame^  Vdchard,  will  you  liave  any  thinge 
alterid  in  yowr  will  % "  and  he  answerid  and  said,  "  no,  neiboMies."  and 
therapon,  this  deponent  was  goynge  home  againe,  and  yet  was  callid 
backe;  and  so  askid  hyni  as  he  did  afore  :  and  he  answerid  and  said,  **  I 
will  nothinge,  neibowres;  but  go  home,  and  attend  yowr  busines."  yet 
this  depone?it  taried  still,  and  in  the  meane  season,  this  depone^it  hard 
Thomas  Barnes  repeat  that  '  the  Testatowr  had  gevin  the  Tacke  of 
ground  in  Whiston,  as  well  to  his  susters,  as  to  his  aunte  Enime  her 
children.'  and  this  [deponent]  answerid  and  said :  "  yf  I  here  the 
testatowr  speake,  I  will  testify  hit :  otherwise  I  will  not."  Et  sic  con- 
cordat cmn  precontestibus  suis,  o^uod  winciuam  diidum  iQ?^tamenium  varie- 
batur  pe?*  dic^wni  testatore??i :  et  in  eode7?^  testame?ito,  diictum  T\\omam 
Barnes  et  Zohann&m.  Wilk'amson  no?/ii?iavit  executo?'es  / 

3.    Nuncupative  Will  of  Eoger  Hodson. 

^ExamiTiczcioTies  testiu7?i  super  viribus  testame?zti  nuncupativi  Eogeri  Hod- 
son,  diQiuncti,  capte  cora??^  magz6'^ro,  Eobe?'to  Leche,  in  ILer/ihus 
hB.ccalaureOf  &c,  x°  die  Eebruarii,  1563*'[-4]. 

Johannes  Bostoke,  paroch/e  de  Warmengham,  etat^<9  xlviij  an?2orw???, 
'Examinatus  super  viribus  testame/iti  asserti  nuncupativi  Eogeri  Hodgson 
deiuncti,  dicit,  in  yim  Juvsunenti  sui  prestiti,  that  he  came  to  the  house 
of  Eoger  Hodgson,  decessid,  to  se  howe  he  did ;  and  after  the  pa?'son  had 
gevin  hym  the  rites  of  the  church,  he  askid  hym  whether  he  wold  make 
his  testament ;  and  whom  he  wold  make  his  executowr  :  and  he  answerid, 
*'my  brother  John,  the  parson  of  Warmengham."  [and  this  deponent] 
said,  "  tliie  brother  John)  is  sick,  and  cawnot  well  comme :  therfore  it  is 
best  to  put  John)  thie  sonne  in  weth  hym,  or  somme  other  honest  man." 
and  he  answerid  and  said,  **no  body  shal-be  my  Executowr,  but  my 
brother  John)."  et  dicit  se  no?*  fuisse  ^equisitw??^  per  testa tore?w  ad 
iiitevemendum  te??ipore  p?'6»lacionis  hutusmodi  verborw??i ;  and  saies  forther 
that  he  hard  nothinge  bequeathid.  and  so  this  deponent  left  them  for 
that  tyme,  and  came  that  day  in  the  Eveninge  againe ;  and  then  he  drewe 
nere  his  death,  and  this  deponent  hard  say,  he  gave  a  maid  of  his,  xP. 
cetera  nescit  deponere  / 

^Thomas  Halsall,  parochi'e  de  Warmengham  /  etatt's  xl'  smnovum  et 
vltra  /  Exa??ziwat«s  super  viribus  testame?iti  asserti  nuncupativi  Eogeri 

1  Uncle  :  tho  he  was  Grandfather.  ^  leaf  116,  back  (Piccope's  No.  56). 

^  leaf  117. 
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Hogson  defuncU,  dicit,  in  vim  JuYsunenti  sui  p?-estiti,  that  lie  came  to  the 
liouse  of  the  testatowr,  vnsent  for  be  the  said  testatowr  and  in  this 
depone/? tes  presence,  the  pa?-son  of  Warmengham  did  put  the  testatowr  in 
niynd  to  make  his  Will;  and  the  said  testatoz^r  said,  "I  will  do  nothinge 
till  my  brother  comme ;  for  he  shalbe  the  doer  of  all;  and  no?;,  but  he." 
beynge  askid  whether  he  said  "I  ordeine,  name,  and  make,  John)  my 
brother  my  executoi^r,"  he  h^aies,  he  had  not  knoledge  to  speake  them  so 
plainely ;  but  when  the  parson  told  hym  that  his  brother  was  sick,  and 
col(^  not  com???e;  and  therefore  it  were  good  to  ioyne  his  sonne,  or 
som?7ie  other  man  with  hym,  he  answerid,  "  no  body  shuld  meddle  with. 
his  gooddes  but  his  brother."  then  his  sonne  said,  "alas,  father,  wherein 
have  I  offendid  you,  that  you  will  not  make  me  yowr  Executowr^"  and 
he  said,  "thou  shall  not  meddle."  and  forther  he  sales,  that  in  this 
depoiientes  p?-esence  he  did  bequethe  iij  s  iiij  d  to  the  church,  and  iij  s  iiij  d 
to  the  poore,  and  no  more,  to  this  deponentes  remembrciunce.  but  this 
depone/^t  hard  say,  he  gave  xl  s  to  a  maid  of  his,  callid  Katarin  Newall. 
and  forther,  this  deponeTit  sales,  that  the  testato?<r  send  for  the  said  John) 
his  brother,  who,  by  reason  of  his  sicknes,  came  not  so  sone  as  he  shuld 
have  done ;  for  the  testatowr  died  afore  he  came  / 

Matheus  Halsall,  parochze  de  Warmengham,  ataiis  xliij  anworw???, 
Examiwatz^^  super  viribws  tesiamenti  Eogeri  Hodgson  defu7icti,  dicit,  that 
the  pa/'son  of  Warmengham,  after  the  rites  gevin  to  the  testato?^r,  they 
fell  at  an  argument  about  a  little  dett  betwixe  them;  but  the  parson 
wold  not  disquiet  hym  about  such  a  smale  trifle,  but  willid  hym  to 
p?'ocede  and  make  his  will,  and  the  parson  writt  pa?'cell  of  his  debtee?, 
and  then  demaundid  of  the  Testatowr,  who  shuld  be  his  executowr.  and 
lie  answerid,  his  brother  John),  and  the  parson  said,  "yowr  brother  is 
sicke,  and  canwot  coni7we.  ioyne  yowr  sonne,  or  som??ie  otlier  honest  man 
With  hym."  and  he  answerid,  "  my  brother  shalbe  the  doer  of  all  my 
matters;  and  now  els."  and  men  marvailed  whie  he  put  not  in,  his 
8onne.     and  he  answerid,  he  trustid  hym  not  / 

4.  Thos.  Pole  V.  Randle  Rope,  executor  of  Laurence  Rope. 

Valuation  of  proi>erty  under  will. 
^  Exami/iacio  testis  in  cemsa  inter  Tho7wa7»  Pole,  generosw7?i,  contra  Ran- 
dulphum  Rope,  generoswm,  Execw^orew  Laurewcu  Rope  defwnc/t, 
capta  cora7»  Magistvo  Roberto  Lcche,  xij  die  Julij  1564. 
Elenora  Pole,  parochte  Sawc^i  JohaM7*is,  nuper  vxor  Laurcncu  Rope, 
»  leaf  184  (Piccope's  No.  09). 
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testator/s  ^aiundiy  novii  \)ariem  agente?>j  v  anwis,  et  ^ariam  rea??i  xx* 
all7^is  et  vltra  / 

Ad  iiij  :  p?'o  pnma  pa?'te  oxticuM,  credit  eunde?7i  contine?'e  in  se  veri- 
ta\,G,m.  reddendo  rac^one^/^  sui  d«c^i ;  biecause  the  goodes  ar  not  pyaysed 
as  tliey  were  worthie,  Videlicet,  a  nagge  articulate,  preysed  to  xij  d  :  this 
deponewt  saies  she  knowes  hym  to  be  at  that  tyuie  worth  vj  s  viij  d ;  also 
the  Mare  articulate,  she  thinkes  was  worth  xx  s. ;  the  field  of  wheate  and 
Eye  was  worth,  to  her  estimac^on,  better  then  xxxs;  the  fetherbedd  and 
the  Coueringes  was  well  worth  v'  merkes  /  the  diaper  table  clothes,  she 
saies  ther  worth  xiij  s  iiij  d  /  the  oxen,  she  saies  she  thinkes  in  conscience 
were  well  worth  xx'  merkes;  the  chales,  worth  xxxs.,  &  the  siluer  salt 
was  worth  xl  s. ;  the  silue>*  spones  were  better  worth  then  xl  s  /  as  she 
well  knowes. 

Ad  V*,  this  deponewt  saies,  that  she  hath  hard  Eondull  Rope  say 
diue?'se  tymes,  that  the  gold  and  nionie  Articulate,  was  in  the  handes  of 
Homfrey  Manwaringe.  and  for  the  Lease  articulate,  she  saies  she  hath 
hard  her  husband,  the  testator,  say  many  tymes  he  wold  not  geve  the 
same  for  an  C  ti. 

Ad  vj,  she  knowes  this  article  to  be  true,  for  it  appereth  bie  the  will 
of  the  same  dettes. 

[In  the  first  Register  of  Wills  at  Chester,  Mr.  W.  H.  Price  finds  one 
of  Laurence  Rope  of  Wybunbury,  in  1551,  with  a  List  of  Debts.  He 
appoints  as  executors  Alice  Rope,  his  mother,  Laurence  Woodnet,  the 
]tev.  Mathew  Woode,  vicar  of  Wybunbury,  and  Randle  Rope  his  cousin.] 

5.  As  to  the  Sanity  and  unexecuted  Will  of  Alice 

Brodhurst. 

^Examir^acio  testiu??z  super  Qeriis  IwtQYrogatoriis  testmm  et  vltra  volun- 
tatem  Alicie  Brodhurst,  capta  corawi  Doww'no  E^iscojpo,  viij"  Martij 
15G4[-5']. 

Rogerus  Hough,  cle?ucus,  cwvatus  de  Wilmeslowe,  etat^6'  Ixvj,  novit 
testat?'^'ce«i  a  puericm  iaiius  deponen^^s. 

Ad  prmiu??z  Interrogatorm?72,  dicit,  in  \\m  Jura?«e7zti  sui  prestiti,  that 
he  neuer  knewe,  or  euer  perceyvid,  that  the  testatrixe  was  Lunatike  at 
any  tyme.  reddendo  rac/one??i  sui  Dz'c^i,  he  saies,  tliat  she  receyvid  the 
Communion  very  Reverentlie  about  vj  daies  afore  she  died  / 

Ad  ij^  et  iij,  this  deponer^t  saies,  that  the  testatrixe  was  hard  of  hear- 
inge  j  and  that  he,  this  depon^?zt,  made  a  certen  note  of  her  Will,  w/w'cli 

1  leaf  210  (Piccope's  No.  108). 
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he  red  not  afore  her,  afore  she  died,  biecause,  as  he  saies,  she  was  so 
deafe,  she  cold  not  here  hym.  and  after  she  was  dede,  this  exawiTiant 
made  it  formallie.  and  he  made  the  said  notes,  the  Friday  in  w/i*ch  she 
receyvid  the  co??iwiwwion,  about  ix  of  clocke  afore  none,  in  her  owne 
dwellinge  house. 

Ad  iiij,  dicit,  (\uod  fuerant  presentes  tunc  tempore  [?  MS.],  EicarcZus 
Kelsall,  Margeria  Piers,  and  a  doughter  of  EicAar^  Kelsall,  callid  Kat/^e- 
rine  Kelsall,  &  one  RicAart?  Eccles :  but  he  thinker  they  were  not 
Reqw^red ;  but  were  there  present  bie  chaunce  / 

Ad  V*,  he  saies,  that  Ma?-gery  Piers  wold  have  departid  from  'Kxoliard 
Kelsall  about  the  tyme  testatrixe  made  her  Will;  and  he  willed  her 
to  tarry,  &  he  wold  be  good  vnto  her.     ak'as  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  ^WAmumy  negat  penitus. 

^Margarie  Piers,  paroch^e  de  Wilmesly,  etat^'s  xxiiij  anTOorw?7i,  novit 
testatncem  a  pue?'icia  '\^\aus  deponen^^s. 

Ad  ^rimmn  Interrogatormm  et  ij*^,  this  depone/zt  saies,  that  she, 
beinge  se^'uawnt  with  the  testatrix,  did  neuer  knowe  that  euer  she  was 
Lunatike  or  f uriouse ;  but  that  she  was  deafe  till  she  died. 

Ad  iij,  this  depone^it  saies,  that  Roger  Hough,  dark,  made  her  Will 
apon  a  Friday,  about  x  of  clock  afore  none,  sixe  daies  afore  she  died  :  in 
w/i/ch  daie  she  receyvid  the  co??2??2wwion. 

Ad  iiij,  she  saieth,  ther  were  present,  Roger  Hough,  dark,  ILoXlierine 
Kelsall,  ^xcliard  Kelsall,  and  Ric/iar<i  Eccles ;  but  she  saies  she  was  not 
reqwtred  to  testifie  of  the  said  Will,  nor  any  of  thother  present,  bie  the 
testatrix,  to  her  knoledge. 

Ad  V,  negat  penitus ;  but  that  Ric/iar(i  Kelsall  hath  promysed  her  to 
be  good  vnto  her,  to  tarry  with  the  testatrixe;  <fe  he  wold  geve  her  a 
Cowe  and  a  panne,  and  8om7?ie  furniture  toward  a  bed  / 

Ad  sXiimum  dicit,  qwoc?  ^t  famula  Dic^i  Ricar^//,  partw  earn  prodii- 
cen^t's.  and  forther  beinge  exami?ied,  she  saies  the  Will  was  not  redd 
afore  the  testatrix,  after  the  said  Will  was  made. 

G.  Robert  Olton  v.  R.  Dod  and  the  other  Executors  of 
John  Olton's  Will. 

(Losing  his  father's  house,  he  claims  a  Child's  share  in  his  fatlier's  goods.) 

^Examiwocio  testis  super  \\hel\o  oblato  ex  parte  Rob^ti  Olton  con/?'a 
Executorftj  Johaytwis  Olton  dof/fwc^/,  capta  cora^n  Maf/w/ro  Roberto 
Leche,  xxij"  Novem/;m,  15G5. 

»  leaf  210,  back.  '^  leaf  260,  back  (Piccoi>o's  No.  123). 
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Anna  Sharman,  prt7'och/e  de  Oue?*,  eiaiis  xlij',  iiov/t  \iartem  aciricem 
xix  an?iis,  et  partem  Johannis^  Olton  siniik'^er. 

Ad  ar^icwlos  omnes  et  singwlos,  This  deponewt  saieth,  that  she  hard 
John)  Olton  decessid,  father  to  the  nowe  ^Vdntiffj  apon  his  deathbead, 
■when  he  said  theis  wordes,  or  the  like  in  effect :  "  if  Koberte  my  sonne 
cannot  enioye  and  have  the  lease, — meaninge  the  lease  of  tliQ  house 
&  Tenement  wherin  the  said  John)  then  dwellid, — that  he,  the  said 
Robe?'t,  shuld  have  a  childe^  pa?'te  of  goodde^?,  as  other  of  his  children, 
interro^a^a  de  iem^oTQ  et  alijs  circu??istanciis,  she  saieth,  the  question 
was  askid  by  Eondull  Dod,  one  of  thexecutoMre6',  as  ^far  as  she  nowe 
remembres ;  w/l^ch  Eandle  askid  the  testatoza-  this  question,  or  the  like  in 
effect,  videlicet :  "  what  shall  jour  sonne  Roberte  have  ? "  Sz  the  testato?«r 
answerid  thus,  or  the  like  :  "  Mary,  he  hath  the  lease  of  my  house,  w/^ich, 
if  he  may  enioye,  it  is  a  better  parte  then  any  of  the  rest."  then  said 
one  that  then  was  p?'esent, — whiok  she  supposeth  was  the  said  RancZ/e 
Dod  /  "  what  if  he  cannot  enioye  the  said  Lease  quietly  % "  then  the 
said  testato2^r  answerid  as  afore  /  And  forther  sales,  that  after  the  death  of 
the  testato^<r,  the  said  Roberte  held  possession  in  the  said  house  till  he 
was,  bie  order  of  Lawe,  dispossessed,  as  appeirs  bie  an  order  taken  before 
the  quenes  Mayest^'es  Counsell  in  the  Ma?*ches  of  Walles  in  that  behalf, 
bie  this  depone7^t  nowe  presently  shewid.  And  further  sales,  that  she, 
this  depone?it,  neuer  gave  hym  any  thinge  for  his  good  will  of  the  said 
Lease,  or  any  thinge  in  recompence  therof 

^Responsio  personalis  RondwZ^  Dod  super  li&eZlo  oblato  contra  ipswm 
et  alios  ExecM^o?'es  Zohannh  Olton,  deiH?icti,  capt«  cora???  Ma- 
gistio  Robe?*to  Leche,  &c,  vlti?/io  Januarij  1565[-6]  / 

.  .  .  Ad  iij.  This  respondent  saieth,  that  when  the  testament  was  redd 
bie  one  Roberte  Riley,  that  writt  the  same,  to  the  testatowr,  in  the  p?"es- 
eiice  of  this,  res2:>ondent  and  others,  to  be  allowid  of  hym,  the  said 
teatsitouT  :  when  this  respondent  hard  this  clause,  Videlicet :  "  and  thother 
p«rte  to  geve  and  bequethe  vnto  my  Children,  beinge  not  Maried,  and 
not  otherwise  Competentlie  preferred,"  this  resj^ondent  askid  the  testatoz/r 
this  question.  Videlicet:  ''what  waie  do  you  take  for  Roberte  yowr 
sonne?"  and  the  said  testatoz^r  answerid  and  said:  "you  knowe  he 
hath  an  assignement  from  his  brother  John),  of  this  house ;  and  he  shall 
have,  to  beginne  with,  all  the  bark  house  and  the  bark-house  yerd;  and 
other  thinges  he  shall  have  after  the  death  of  Isabell  my  wief ;  whioh,  if 
he  have  a  benefite  by,  hit  shall  stand  hym  in  sted  of  a  Childes  pa?*te. 
1  MS.  JoMs  2  leaf  251.  ^  leaf  267  (Piccope's  No.  131). 
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and  if  he  liave  no  benefite  ^by  hit,  then  he  shall  have  his  chikles  parte, 
wliie  shuld  he  not  ? "  And  further  he  saieth,  the  said  Roberte  is  put  by 
the  house,  and  hath  no  benefite  therof,  to  his  knoledge  /  Interrogators  whie 
theis  wordes  were  not  put  in  the  testament,  this  res^jondent  saieth,  that 
the  testament  was  Avritten  before  this  talk,  and  was  then  in  readinge. 
And  this  respondent  thinke*'  this  talk  was  not  put  in,  biecause  no?* 
thought  but  he  shuld  have  had  the  house ;  or  els  this  clause,  "  not  beinge 
competentlie  prc^ferd"  wold  have  holpen  hym.  Et  ad  cetera  Contents 
]i\nus  aTticidi,  dicit  eadem  fore  vera  / 

Ad  iiij,  negat  eande??i. 

Ad  v',  this  respondent  saieth,  that  he  and  thother  Executowres  p7*oved 
the  true  will  of  the  testatowr;  and  had,  bie  ve?-tue  therof,  Admi^ii'stracion 
grauntid  them  /  et  cetera  in  ista  po.s^Y^one  contents,  which  burthen  hym 
and  thother  executowre^  with  vntruth  or  dishonestie,  negat  penitz*^  / 

Ad  vj,  he  saiethe,  that  Roberte  Olton,  iij  or  iiij*""  yeres  after  his 
fathers  decesse,  did  demaund  his  childes  pa?*te  of  gooddes  bequeathid  to 
liym.  and  this  respondent  answerid,  that  *he  had  a  liouse  in  liue^  of  his 
childe-f?  parte ;  and  that  he  knewe  not  whether  he  ought  to  have  any 
childes  pa?-te  or  not,  biecause  he  claymed  it  not  as  Avhen  devision  was 
made  of  the  goodes ;  and  for  that  cause,  lie  wold  not  pay  it,  but  by  order 
of  lawe,  for  his  owne  discharge.' 


VII.  MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS. 

1.    Henry  Blagburne's  Answer  to  his  Wife's  Exceptions 
to  his  suit  about  an  Impediment  in  her  body. 

^Uespons'ionea  perso^iales  Henrici  Blagburne,  capte  die  et  anno  ^redictis 
(2  Dec.  1562). 

Ad  \)7'imam  excepcio7iem,  this  deponewt  saies,  it  is  twelve  yeres  sins 
he  maried  Joan  Blagburne  articulate ;  and  he  neuer  complayned  to  any 
ordinary  before  my  Lordes  [liishops]  tymo  nowe  beynge  ;  but  ho  saies  he 
hath  souglit  helpe  of  Phi8ic^on8  [for  his  wife's  Impediment] ;  but  she 
wold  not  suffer  her  self  to  be  curid  tliat  way,  for  feare  of  daunger. 

Ad  ij**,  this  respondent  saies,  that  for  that  space  of  xij  yeres,  they  [he 
and  his  wife]  have  dwellid  together  in  one  house,  and  did  neuer  pa?*t« 
from  bed  or  bord ;  but  about  iiij"""  yeres  past  tliey  partid,  &  then  the 
Justices  of  peace  compellid  liym  to  take  her  againo  till  the  SpiW/uall 

Mcaf  207.  back.  Micu  »  loaf  102. 
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Lawe  had  ordrid  it.  and  he  saies,  by  virtue  of  his  othe,  that  he  iieuer 
carnally  deale  with  her,  aa  a  man  shuld  with,  his  wief  naturally,  biecause 
of  the  Impedimew^  alledgid. 

Ad  iij,  this  respondent  saies,  that  before  his  said  mariage,  he  did  love 
her  well,  and  had  the  vse  of  her  body,  insomuch  that  the  said  Joan  did 
perswade  this  respondent  that  she  was  With  child  by  hym.  whereapon, 
this  Teqwndent  did  mary  her  the  soner,  not  thinking  she  had  the  said 
Impediment. 

Ad  iiij*""*,  this  respondent  saies,  that  he  had  a  child  by  one  Margaret 
Eadcliffe,  which  he  toke,  and  kept  it  for  his ;  and  also  he  hath  offendid 
with  one  Parnell  Somersbee;  but  he  takis  it  [her  child]  not  yet  to 
be  his. 

2.  The  Tithing  of  Pigs  and  Geese  in  Whalley,  Lancashire. 

^On  Dec.  17,  1562,  John  Billinge,  of  the  parish  of  Clidroe  (Clitheroe, 
a  chapelry  of  Whalley),  deposes,  in  a  Tithe  suit  of  Rafe  Ashton  against 
Henry  Duckworth  &  Christopher  Hargrevis,  "  that  the  maner  of  tiething 
pigge  and  gose  is,  yf  one  have  vij***,  to  pay  one ;  and  likewise  yf  he  have 
X,  to  pay  one  ane."  And  "  this  depone?^t  saies,  that  he  went  at  michaelmas 
to  Christoiex  Hargrevis  house,  and  demaundid  a  tieth  goose  of  his  wief, 
who  had  ix  geese  this  yere ;  and  she  wold  have  gevin  him  none  but  one 
that  haltid,  and  tralid  the  winge.  and  this  depone?zt  wold  not  take  it, 
biecause  the  vse  is,  to  have  the  best,  savinge  two  ;  and  that  was  the  worst, 
to  this  depone7ites  Judgment,  and  after,  the  said  fermowr  send  an  other 
of  his  men  to  demaund  a  tieth  goose  there  againe ;  and  it  was  denied." 

This  deponent  cannot  state  "  the  value  of  the  tieth  pigge,"  but  "  the 
tieth  goose  wzth olden  was  worthe  vj^: " 

2  Roger  Hey,  of  the  parish  of  Clidro,  "  saies  that  the  maner  of  tiethinge 
pigge  and  goose  w^thin  tlie  parishe  of  Whalley  is,  to  pay  one  of  vij,  and 
one  of  X ;  and  two  of  xvij  &c."  And  "  This  depone/zt  saies,  that  Henry 
Duckworthe  had  vij  pigges  this  yere,  and  refusid  to  pay  one.  and  the  said 
fermowr  send  his  seruawnt  for  one ;  and  he  had  it  denied  againe.  and  as 
for  Chrlstoiev  Hargrevis,  this  depone?zt  spake  with  his  wief  to  pay  her 
tieth  goose,  for  she  had  ix ;  and  she  wold  not;  but  said  she  was  com- 
aundid  to  kepe  hit,  and  wold  pay  non."  He  also  "  saies  that  he  thinkes 
the  tithe  pigge  withelden,  was  worthe  xx*^, — for  so  they  sell ; — and  the 
tieth  goose  was  worth  vj^  wldch  was  wztholden  likewise,"  &  "  that  Henry 
&  Christoiex  were  demaundid  vt  sup?-a,  et  recusaruTzt." 
1  leaf  108.  2  leaflOS,  back. 
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John  Legh,  clerk,  the  rector  of  Northenden,  in  Cheshire,  visits  the  Sick  diligently. 
The  Baguley^  folk  are  to  stick  to  their  parish-Church  at  Bovvdon,^  and  not  to 
come  to  Northenden^  church. 

Here  is  a  bit  of  one  :  "  ^Koberte  Tatton,  esq?a'er,  of  thage  of  Ix  yeres, 
or  there  about,  sworne  &  exa?mwed,  deposetli  and  saietli  tliat,  about  xlviij 
yeres  past,  he  came  to  Schole  to  Northerden,  beynge  then  about  the  age  of 
xij  yeres,  and  tablid  at  Wzthinshawe,^  w/th  James  Barlowe,  then  fermoi^r 
there ;  and  so  continued  at  schole  there  about  iiij*""  or  v'  yeces  ;  and  for 
the  most  parte  of  this  xxvj  yeres  last  past,  hath  bene  com?^iorant  wz'thin 
this  pa?'ish  of  Northerden,  at  his  mansion  house  of  Within sa we  aforesaid 

this  deponerat  saieth  that,  about  v'  yeres  past,  when  thQ  newe 

sicknes^  was  bote  and  extreme  w?*thin  this  p^rishe,  so  that  John)  Leigh, 
dark,  vncle  to  the  said  Edward  Leigh,"  and  then  pcwson  there,  havinge,  at 
that  pre,s*ent,  no  curate,  but  forsed  to  m^n^ster  hym  self,  was  so  continually 
travaylid  in  visitinge  of  his  parishioners,  that  as  he,  the  said  John  Leigh, 
reportid  to  this  Deponent,  he  gave  warninge  to  thinhabitante.9  of  Baguley, 
in  liawden  paresh,  that  they  shuld  resort  to  their  owne  parish  churclie  of 
]]awden,  there  to  receyve  their  rightes  and  duties  of  tliQ  church,  for  thai 
he  cold  not  bothe,  serve  tliem,  and  discharge  his  duty  and  cure  to  his 
owne  parishioner's.  And  moreouer,  this  depone/it  forther  saieth,  that  in 
Lent  before  Easter  was  twelvemonth,  Roberte  Vaiidrey,^  gentZewa;?,  fermo?/r 
of  the  vicariage  of  Bawden,  sent  his  lef^res  to  this  depone/it,  requiringe 
hym  therby  to  cause  warninge  [to]  be  gevin  to  thinhabitantes  of  Baguley 
in  Bawden  pa?*ishe,  that  they  shuld  resort  to  their  owne  parish  churche 
of  Bawden,  there  to  receyve  &  have  their  duties,  and  likewise  to  answere 
and  pay  their  duties  accordingly  ;  who  so  did,  altho  it  was  muche  against 
their  wilier,  consideringe  the  eases  &  pleasures  they  had  at  Northerden 
church  of  gentill  sufferaunce.    And  for  the  houseliold  of  the  said  'KiXicard 

^  A  township,  in  Bowdon  parish,  Mid-Cheshire,  3^  miles  N.E.  of  Altrinchara. 

'^  Bowdon,  a  large  and  important  parish  (containing  Altrincham)  and  township, 
in  Bucklow  Iliindred,  Mid-Cheshire, 

^  Northenden,  an  important  parish  in  Macclesfield  Hundred.  Northenden  church 
is  much  nearer  to  Baguley  than  liowdon  church,  and  although  in  the  parish  of 
liowdon,  the  inhabitants  generally  frequented  Northenden  church. 

*  leaf  113,  back. 

'  Wythenshawe  Hall,  a  fine  oM  gabled  mansion,  partly  black  and  white,  in 
Northendejj  parish  ;  for  generations  the  seat  of  the  Tattons,  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  the  county, 

*  This  was  probably  a  local  visitation  of  the  Plague. 

'  This  WHS  Edward  FiOgh  of  Baguley  Hall,  Ksquiro,  the  roprcsontative  of  a  family 
long  resident  there.  Ho  was  nephew  of  the  then  rector  of  Northenden  (see  Earwaker  s 
EoHt  Cheshire,  vol,  i.  p,  291). 

^  Of  the  Uiddings  in  Bowdoji  parish. 
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Leigh,  he,  the  said  Edward  made  desires  to  this  depo^e7^t,  to  license 
them  to  receyve  the  Communion  at  Northerdon,  who  grauiitid  ^to  the 
same  request  at  that  tyme." 


YIIL    CLANDESTINE  MARKIAGES.^ 

1.   Phillipe  Mainwaringe  and  Jane  Serjant.     1588. 

24th  May,  1588.  Thomas  Tomstall,  of  the  Parish  of  Winwick,  aged 
34,  deposes  "that  he  was  p?-esente  in  the  howse  of  the  said  Jane,  when 
iwatvimomQ  was  solempnized  betwyxe  the  said  Phelippe  &  Jane,  by  Str 
Roberte  Bradshawe,  Clarke,  Curate  att  Kewton  chappel,  aboute  one  yeare 
sins,  in  order,  &  accordinge  to  the  book  of  Com?Jion  prayer,  wzYh  a  ryng, 
and  according  to  the  lawes  of  this  realme  of  England ;  saving  that  ytt 
was  in  a  howse,  &  the  banes  nott  asked  iij  tymes.  and  iwrtli^x  sais,  they 
haue  cohabited  togeather  as  man  &  wief,  &  doe ;  and  shee  is  w^th  childe, 
as  the  reporte  is  :  P?'esent  [at  the  said  Marriage],  this  deponent,  William 
Blackborne,  George  Ainsworth,  and  Margaret  Christofers," 

William  Blackborne,  of  the  Parish  of  Winwick,  aged  50,  also  deposes 
to  the  above. 

2.  Thomas  Walker  and  Isabella  Walker,  alias  Bamford. 

1609. 

13th  September,  1609.  Isabella  Walker,  "being  demaunded  when, 
where,  and  by  whom,  shee  was  maried  to  thaboue  named  Thomas  Walker, 
saith  :  *  the  saide  Thomas  Walker  &  this  respondent  [Isabella  Walker],  in 
the  moneth  of  Augiiste  laste  paste,  were  maried  together  in  a  field  neare  to 
the  towne  of  Ashton-vnder-lyne,  in  the  nyghtc  tyme,  by  moone  lighte,  by 
one  Syr  John  Ward,  Clarke.'  And  saith  '  they  were  maried  accordinge 
to  the  booke  of  Com??iou  praier  in  all  pointes,  and  accordinge  to  the 
Ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England.'  And  saith  shee  beleeveth  '  there 
was  no  Impediment,  saueinge  there  was  no  lycence  lirste  obteyned,  neither 
were  the  bannes  of  matrimonie  thrice  lawfully  asked  or  published  in  the 
Church  :  Presente  att  the  same  mariage,  Willmm  Winterbothom,  Edward 
Bramall  and  Wilk'am  Stansfield.'  And  saith, '  they  haue  lyne  together  in 
one  bedd ;  &  saith  hee  hath  intreated  this  respondent  like  a  louenge  wief, 
&  shee  him  like  a  loueinge  husband.' " 

1  leaf  114. 

2  Mr.  W.  H.  Price  found,  and  kindly  sent  me  these.  They  are  separate  single 
documents. 
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William  Winterbothom  'saith  he  clwelleth  in  Stockporte  Parishe, 
in  the  dyoees  of  Chester,  Aged  aboute  xliij  '  [years].  And  *  that  he  was 
presente  when  thar^t'cwlate  Thomas  Walker  and  Isabell  Bamford,  alms 
Walker,  were  maried  together  in  the  moneth  of  Auguste  laste  paste,  in  a 
meadowe  neare  the  towne  of  Ashton  under  Lyne,  in  the  night  season,  by 
the  lighte  of  the  moone '  ;  &  saith  *  the  same  mariage  was  solemnized  by 
one  Syr  John  AVard,  Gierke,  accordinge  to  the  booke  of  Conion  praier,  & 
the  Ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England.'  And  saith,  'hee  beleeveth 
there  was  noe  Impedime?*^  betwixe  the  parties,  saueinge  the  bannes  of 
matvimomQ  were  omitted ;  neither  was  there  anie  l3''cence  p?'(?cured  from 
the  Ordinarie,  for  the  solemn iziuge  of  the  same  mariage.'     And  saith, 

*  the  saide  Thomas  &  Isabell  are  reputed  for  lawful!  man  &  wief 
amoungesto  theire  neighbowr^*.  presente  att  the  same  mariage,  Edward 
Eramall,  Wilk'am  Stansfield,  and  this  depoTieTit.' 

3.   Richard  and  Anne  Stockley. 

26  March,  1621[-2].  Thomas  Woofall,  of  the  Parish  of  Walton,  age 
29,  deposes  "  that  two  or  three  yeares  sithence,  or  thereabouts,  vpon  a 
Saboth  daie,  [he]  this  depo7ie?it,  goeinge  to  sooke  [seek]  a  Malche,*  found 
Master  Kendricke  solemnizinge  ma^monie  betweene  the  said  Eichard 
and  Anne,  in  the  heighe  waie  ^^at  leadeth  to  Mellinge  meadowes ;  and 
sayth  he  married  them,  y"  sca'd  Richard  and  Anne,  accordinge  to  y*  forme 
layd  downe  in  the  booke  of  Com7?ion  prayer,  with  the  vse  of  a  ringe. 
and  further  sayth,  by  vertue  of  his  othe,  that  he  dyd  not  knowe  of  there ^ 
beinge  there,  butt  came  acciedentally "  *  *  *  And  "he,  this  depo?^er^t, 
findeinge  the  sat'd  Kenricke  marryeing  them  aa  aforesaid,  he  stayed  w/th 
them,  and  was  presente  vntill  he  had  married  them.  P?-esente :  James 
Woods,  Joane  Weste." 

*  Milch  Cow. 

•  their :  see  the  converse  spelling  below,  in  Fazakerly  v.  Wirrall,  Supplement,  p.  206. 

[There  are  other  Clandestine  Marriages — if  those  in  a  Church  can  be 
cald  so — in  the  Trothplight  cases  above  and  below  :  see  pages  56,  59,  65-7, 
and  also  John  David's  Deposition  in  Elizabeth  Bird  v,  Morgan  Edmund 
in  the  Supplement,  p.  187.] 
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Notes  to  Pages  47,  100,  106,  120. 


p.  47.  "Wm.  Stanley.  See  the  Rev.  F.  Sanders's  Life  of  him  in  Wirral  Notes 
and  Queries,  ii.  1—22  (1893). 

p.  100.  humid,  poxt.  Compare  Shakspere,  in  the  Comedie  of  Errors,  IV.  iii : — 
Enter  a  Curtizan. 

Lromio  of  Siracusa.     Master,  is  this  Mistris  Sathan  ? 

Antipholus  of  Siracusa.     It  is  the  Divell. 

Dromio  of  Siracusa.  Nay,  she  is  worse  ;  she  is  the  Divels  Dam  :  And  here  she 
comes  in  the  habit  of  a  Light  Wench  ;  and  thereof  comes,  that  the  Wenches  say 
*  God  dam  me '  !  That's  as  much  as  to  say,  *  God  make  me  a  Light  Wench '  !  It  is 
written,  '  they  appeare  to  men  like  Angels  of  Light.'  Light  is  an  effect  of  Fire  ;  and 
Fire  will  burue  :  ergo,  Light  Wenches  will  BURNE.     Come  not  neeie  her. 

p.  106.  The  Souldiers  went  to  St.  Quintins.  Lord  Pembroke  (who  had  then 
lately  saved  Calais  for  a  time)  commanded  the  English  contingent.  To  oblige  her 
husband  Philip,  and  provoked  by  Sir  Thos.  Stafford's  seizure  of  Scarborough  Castle 
with  French  help,  Mary  got  the  English  (under  Pembroke's  command)  to  join  the 
Spaniards  against  France.  The  Spaniards  invaded  "Picardy,  and  invested  the  town 
of  St.  Quentin."  The  French  took  the  field  Avith  20,000  men,  "the  reserved  force 
of  the  kingdom — princes,  peers,  knights,  gentlemen,  with  their  personal  retinues,  the 
best  blood  in  France.  It  was  such  an  army  as  that  which  lost  Agincourt ;  and  a 
fate  not  very  different  was  prepared  for  it.  .  .  .  Mistaken  movements  caused  a  panic 
in  the  opening  of  the  battle,  and  the  almost  instant  result  was  a  confused  and  hope- 
less rout"  of  the  French  .  .  .  "the  defeat  was  irretrievably  complete,  and  to  the 
(Spanish)  victors  almost  bloodless.  The  English  did  not  share  in  the  glory  of  the 
battle,  for  they  were  not  present ;  but  they  arrived  two  days  after,  to  take  part  in 
the  storming  of  St.  Quentin,  and  to  share,  to  their  shame,  in  the  sack  and  spoiling  of 
the  town.  They  gained  no  honour ;  but  they  were  on  the  winning  side.  The 
victory  was  credited  to  the  Queen  as  a  success,  and  was  celebrated  in  London  with 
processions,  bonfires,  and  Te  Deums." — Froude,  Hist.  England,  vol.  vi.  (Reign  of 
Mary),  p.  482-3,  ed.  1870. 

p.  129.  he  wold  stand  to  hit,  adhere  to,  stick  to  it :  See  the  many  uses  of  this  phrase 
by  Shakspere,  in  the  Cowden  Clarkes'  Shakspere  Key,  p.  394.     Here  are  a  few  : — 

Now  I'll  stand  to  it  ['  maintain  ']  the  pancakes  were  naught. — As  you  like  it,  I.  ii. 
And  yet  you  will  stand  to  it  [' stick  to  the  same  story,'  '  maintain  it  to  be  truth]  ' ; 

you  will  not  pocket  up  wrong. — 1  Hen.  IV,  III.  iii. 
I  beseech  you,  stand  to  me  ['befriend  me']. — 1  Hen.  IV,  II.  i. 
I'll  back  with  you  ;  and  pray  you  stand  to  me  in  this  cause. — Coriol.  V.  iii. 
And  call  them  Pillars  that  will  stand  to  ['abide  by,  remain  firm  to ']  us. — 3  Hen.  VI, 

II.  iii. 
To  this  point  I  sta7id  ['I  stick  to  this  point,'  *I  remain  firm  on  this  point']. — 

Hamlet,  IV.  v. 
sir  John  stands  to  ['keeps,'  'abides  by']  his  word.— 1  Hen.  IV,  I.  ii. 
We  stood  to't  ['remained  firm ']  in  good  time. — Coriol.  IV.  ii. 
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Notes  to  Pages  145,  146-9,  150,  156-8. 

^  p.  145.  The  Barber's  Bond.  The  unlawful  Games  named  in  27  Hen.  VIII, 
c.  35  (a.d.  1535-6  :  An  Acte  for  punysshement  of  sturdy  Vacabundes  and  Beggers,) 
§  8,  are  "commen  bowling,  dysyng,  carding,  closhe,  tenys."  To  these,  33  Hen.  VII F, 
c.  9  (A.D.  1541-2),  §  8,  adds  "Coytinge  [quoits],  Cayles,  half  bowle,  Table  [back- 
gammon], and  any  unlaufull  newe  game  nowe  invented  or  .  .  .  hereafter  to  be 
invented."  The  Act  2  and  3  Philip  &  Mary,  ch.  9,  (a.d.  1555)  mentions  another 
game,  "White  &  Blacke  Making  &  Marryng."  In  1477-8,  the  17th  of  Edw. 
IV,  c.  3,  enacted  that  any  body  suffering  any  person  to  use  and  occupy  the  'un- 
gracious and  incommendable '  '  new-imagined  Games  called  Closh,  Kailes,  Half-bowl, 
Hand-in  and  Hand-out,  or  Queekboard,  or  any  of  them,'  should  be  imprisond  for 
three  years,  and  forfeit  20£.  '  Dice,  Coits,  Tennis,  and  such  like  Games '  ai'c  also 
declared  unlawful.  See  my  note  in  Ballads  from  MSS.  p.  531,  and  Halle's  Chronicle, 
1548,  ed.  1809,  p.  732. 

p.  146-9,  156-8.  Bastards.  The  law  about  their  keeping  was  then  containd  in 
18  Eliz.  ch.  3,  'An  Acte  for  the  setting  of  the  Poore  on  Worke,  and  for  the  avoyding 
of  Ydlenes,'  a.d,  1575-6,  Record  edition.  Vol.  IV,  Pt.  i,  p.  610 : 

Firste,  concerning  Bastard<75  begotten  and  borne  out  of  lawfull  Matrimonye  (an 
Offence  against  Gode«  Lawe  and  Mans  La  we,)  the  said  Bastards*  being  now  Jefte  to 
bee  kepte  at  the  Chardgf^s  of  the  Parishe  where  they  bee  borne,  to  the  greate  Burden 
of  the  same  Parishe,  and  in  defrauding  of  the  Releife  of  the  impotente  and  aged  true 
Poore  of  the  same  Parishe,  and  to  the  evell  Example  and  Encouradgement  of  lewde 
Two  Justices  of  Lyef :  It  ys  ordeyned  and  enacted  .  .  .  That  two  Justiscs  of  the  Peace, 
Peace  eiiabied  to  whereof  one  to  bee  of  the  Quorum,  in  or  iiexte  unto  the  Limites 
Pnnrsiiment  of  "where  the  Parishe  Churche  ys,  within  wAich  Parishe  suche  Bastarde 
tiie  reputed  shalbee  borne,  (upon  Examinaczon  of  the  Cause  and  Circomstance,) 

Sd'^Childlenrand  ^^^^^  ^^^  ms^yQ,  by  their  discretion,  take  Order  for  the  kepinge  of 
for  the  mainten-  everye  suche  Bastarde  Childe,  by  chardging  suche  Mother  or  reputed 
""f®  of  such  Father  with  the  paymente  of  Monie  Weekely,  or  other  Sustentacion 

Parents':  ^     **      for  the  Releefe  of  suche  Childe,  in  suche  wise  as  they  shall  thincke 

meete  and  convenient :  And  yf,  after  the  same  Order  by  them  sul)- 
Parents  not  scribed  Under  their  Hand<3s,  any  the  said  persones,  viz.  Mother  or 

o^^'"^  ^^fhc  reputed  Father,  upon  Notyce  thereof  shall  not  for  their  parte  observe 
commuted.  and   perfourme   the  said  Order,  That   then  everye  suche  partye  so 

making  Defaulte  in  not  perfourminge  of  the  said  Order,  to  bee  com- 
mitted to  "Warde  to  the  Co^nmon  Gayle,  ther  to  remaine,  without  Bayle  or  Maine- 
prise,  excepte  hee,  she,  or  they  shall  put  in  sufficient  Suretye  to  pcrfourme  the  said 
Order,  or  els  personally  to  appeare  at  the  next  Generall  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be 
holden  in  that  Countye  .  .  .  and  also  to  abyde  suche  Order  as  the  said  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  then  and  there  shall  take  in  that  Behalfe  "... 

p.  150.  Recorders.  Mr.  J.  P.  Earwaker  writes:  "The  Chester  Archseological 
Society  is  fortunate  in  possessing  one  of  the  finest  sets  of  Recorders  known  to  be  in 
existence.     They  are  four  in  number,  and  are  in  excellent  preservation." 
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(Mayor's  Book,  Chester.     Book  much  rotted.) 

(?)  10  Dec.  1558,  1  Eliz.     Bond  by  Jn.  Church  of  the  City 

of  Chester,  and  John  Kodorye,  fisher,  to  bring  their 

grain   into   the  City,  and   not  carry  any  out  of  it. 

Penalty  £40. 

The  condiwon  of  this  Kecognisaunce  is  suche,  that  if  John)  Kodorye 

do  not  at  any  tyme  on  this  side  &  before  the  feast  of  the  natyvitie  of  St. 

John)  baptyst  next  ensuyng  the  date  hereof,  nether  by  hym-self,  nor  by 

any   other,  by   his   cause,  consent,  or   procurement,   carye,  transporte, 

bagge,  or  bring  away,  any  mann*"?*  of  corne  or  grayne,  out  of  the  Citie  of 

Chester,  or  the  porte  &  crekes  to  the  same  belonging,  without  speciall 

license  thervnto  obteyned  of  the  mayor  of  the  same  Citie ;  And  also  do 

bring  vp  into  this  Citie,  all  suche  corne  and  grayne  as  p7-esentlye  is  Si 

remayneth  wzthin  his  ship  or  vesseli  now  w^■thin  the  Eyver,  on  this  side 

the  x***  daie  of  this  present  december.  That  then  &c  or  ellw  &c.i 

21  Dec.  1558.     Bond  of  Thos.  Mercer,  barber,  not  to  play 
at  unlawful  Games,  or  let  them  be  playd.  in  his  house. 

(Rotted  Mayor's-Book,  1  Q.  Eliz.) 

[Memorandum  quojd  Thomas  Mercer,  ciuitatis  Cestrie,  in  Comite  Cestrte 

de^  barbor,  [venit  in  propria]  persona  sua,  xxj  die  Dece?»brts,  Anno 

regine  p?'efate  do7mne  [Elizajbethe  Regine  primo,  &c,  coram  Lauur- 

encio  Smith,  [militje,  maiore  Ciuiiatis  Cestre'e,  &  RecognomY  se  tunc 

ibidem  debere  [x  libras]  p?-efate  Regine,  Soluendas  &c. 

The  condicion  of  this  Recognisaunce  is  such,  that  if  the  aboue-bounden 

Thomas  Merser,  on  this  side  and  before  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany  of  out 

lord,  next  ensuyng  the  date  hereof,  do,  nether  in  his  house  in  the  Citie  of 

Chester,  nether  within  iiij  myle  compas  vnto  the  same  Citie,  play  at  any 

vnlaufull  gamez  prohibeted  by  any  act,  law,  or  statute  of  this  Realme,  nor 

suffer  the  same  to  be  vsed  ne  played  at,  by  any  other,  within  his  said 

house ;  And  also  if  the  said  Thomas  do  not  at  any  tyme  hereafter,  during 

the  mayoral  tie  of  the  said  Sir  Lauure[nce]  Smith,  knight,  play  in  any 

place  ell/«,  at  any  of  the  said  vnlawfuU  games  prohibited,  but  shall  vtterly 

refuse  the  same.  That  then  &c,  or  cllw  &c.^ 

1  Tho  full  clauHu  in  hocu  at  the  uud  of  Johu  Barker's  Bond,  p.  147.        '  f  MS. 
CUILD-MARKIAOEH.  L 
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4  Dec.  1590.     Bond  to  secure  Hy.  Gibbons  bis  Sword,  on 
payment  of  35.  borowd  on  it,  and  Zd,  interest. 

4  die  Decemb?-*8  Anno  'Regni  Eegine  Elizabethe  xxxiij",  Eicardw,"?  Holford 

et  Robertus  Leene  de  Ciuitate  Cestn'e,  Tailers,  venerww^  cora?7i  p?-efato 

Maiore  [Wm.  Massy],  et  lecognoverunt  se  debere  Henrico  Gibbons, 

de  Cowfild  in  comite  LeicestHe,  yomaw,  xx  s.  Soluendas  &c. 

The  condicion  of  this  Recognizans  is  suche.  That  whereas  the  said 

'Richard  Holford  heretofore  borowed  vpon  a  sworde  of  the  said  Henry 

Gibbons,  for  the  same  Henr^/,  of  one  Robert  Kirks,  tailer,  iij  s.  for  the 

gaine  of  iij  d,  which  Sword,  the  said  RichartZ  Holford  hath  now  redemed 

&  recurid^  into  his  handis,  That  yf  the  said  Henry  Gibbons  shall  &  Maie 

haue  the  said  Sword  as  his  owne,  paiing  the  said  iij  s  iij  d.  That  then  &c 

or  ells  &c. 

(Mayor's  Book,  Chester,  1590-1.) 

2  Jan.  1591.     Surrender  by  a  Mason  of  his  Patent  to 
keep  the  City  Walls  in  repair. 

2  Januarij  1590(-1). 
Thomas  "Wiswoll  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  mason,  having  by  patent 
vnder  the  Seale  of  this  Citie,  A  graunte,  for  terme  of  his  lief,  of  xl  s.  and 
a  lyverey  gowne,  for  the  Maintenauns  of  the  walles  compassing  rownde 
about  the  said  Citie,  hath  surrendred  and  deliuered  vp  to  the  Maior  & 
Citizens  of  the  said  Citie,  the  said  Patent,  &  made  voide  the  same,  in 
respect  that  he  was  not  hable  to  kepe  the  repa?•ac^ons  of  the  said  walles, 
or  to  performe  the  covenaimtes  mencioiied  in  the  said  Patent,  which, 
vpon  his  partie  are  to  be  done ;  &  for  &  in  consider cifczon  of  the  some  of 
XXX  s.  to  him  truly  paied  by  the  said  Mr  Maior  in  presence  of  Mr  Edmund 
GanuU(l)  &  Wilh'am  Knight  / 

12  Jan.  1591.     Jn.  Barker's  Bond  to  secure  the  due  Nurs- 
ing and  keeping  of  his  Bastard  Baby  till  Michaelmas. 

^jjmo  ^^g  Januarii,  Anno  'Regni  Reg^ne  Eliza&e^/ie  &c  xxxiij"°,  Johannes 
Richardson   de  Hanbridge,  infra  libertatew  Cmitatis  Cestr^'e, 

John  Barker.  Tanner,  et  Dauid  Richardson  de  eade?>i,  fishmonger,  venerw/iif, 

in  propriis  personis  suis,  Coram  Wille^mo  Massy,  Maiore  Ciui- 

taiis,  -^redide,  in  Interiori  Penticio  eiusdem  Ciui^atzs,  et  ad  tunc 

et  \hidem  lecognoveiunt   se   debere  dicte  domine  Regine  xx", 

Soluendas,  &c. 
.  ^  recoverd. 
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The  condiczon  of  this  Eecognizaunce  is  suche,  That,  whereas  ther  is 
a  child  borne  in  Bastardy  vpon  the  bodie  of  j\Iargarct  Collyns,  &  hito 
seruaunte  to  thaboue  boundeii  John  Eichardson  "\v^thin  the  parish  of  S' 
Marye  vpon  the  hill,  in  the  Citie  of  Chester,  whereof  the  said  John 
Richardson  (vpon  exa?mwacions  in  that  behalfe)  is  tlie  reputed  father, 
w/w'ch  Child  the  said  John  hath  requested  niaie  be  deliue?'ed  to  the  said 
Dauid  Richardson ;  and  that  he  wolde  sufficiently  Maintaine  &  finde  it 
all  necessaries  sufficiently,  which  is  granted  to  him  ;  Therfore,  if  the  said 
John)  Richardson,  vpon  his  owne  proper  costes  doe  cause  the  said  Bastard 
Childe  to  be  sufficiently  nursed,  founde,  Mayntained  and  kept,  with 
apparell,  Suck,  attendinge,  and  all  other  necessaries  nedfuU  or  belonging 
to  such  a  childe,  from  time  to  tyme  hensforth  vntill  the  Feeste  dale  of  St, 
Michaell  tharchangell  next  ensuinge  the  Dale  of  the  date  of  these  p?-e- 
eente*',  except  other  order  in  that  behalf  be  taken  by  the  said  jMaior  in 
this  meane  while  before  the  said  feaste;  And  also  if  the  said  John) 
Richardson,  at  the  same  feaste  dale  of  St.  Mich«eZ  tharcha?«r/eZ  next 
com?^?inge,  doe  personally  appere  before  the  Maior  of  the  said  Citie  for 
the  tyme  beinge,  and  vpon  his  apperauns  doe  not  depa?'te  without  the 
special  lycens  of  the  said  ]\[aior ;  And  in  the  meane  while  doe  at  all  tymes 
honestly  behaue  him-selfe,  and  as  becometh  an  honest  man.  That  then 
this  present  Recognizaunce  to  be  void  &  of  none  effect,  or  elk's  yt  to 
stande,  be,  and  remaine  in  full  power,  force  and  vertue. 

13  Jan.  1591.  Award  of  the  Mayor,  Wm.  Massie,  in  a 
Dispute  about  a  Lease  of  a  house  in  Northgate  St., 
and  a  Bond  for  due  keeping  of  its  Covenants. 

(a.d.  1591)  Apud  Ciuitatew  Cestrie  xiij'*'  die  Januarij,  Anno  l^gni 
Regme  Elizabe^7/e  &c.  xxxiij'^''*. 

At  w/iich  dale,  matter  of  varyaunce  was  in  question  betwene  'Robert 
Whitby,  gentlema?^,  vpon  thon  partie,  and  Robert  Laton,  nie?*chaunt, 
vpon  thother  pr/rtie,  for  and  conce7'ninge  one  me.?>Btiage  or  Teneme/it,  witli 
thappwrtena?m8,  in  the  Northgate  streets  within  the  said  Citie,  wlierein 
the  said  Robert  Laton  doeth  now  inhabite :  w/itch  premisses  were  lately 
p«rchesed  by  the  said  Robe7-t  Whitley  of  one  Rauff  Wytter  /  and  the 
same  were  V>efore  demised  tp  the  said  Robert  Laton,  by  and  from  the  said 
RaufE  Witte?',  for  xxj  yercs  for  certain©  yerely  Rent,  with  a  forfeiture  foji* 
no?i-payme»t  at  dales  appointed,  monctoTied  in  that  leas  thereof;  as  also 
a  bande  [=  Bond]  made  by  the  said  Robert  Laton  to  the  said  Rauff 
Witter  in  xv"  for  performaunce  of  all  covcnaMntes  in  that  indenture  / 
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And  whereas  the  said  Eobert  Whitby  alledgeth  the  said  leas  forfeited,  & 
band  also  ;  and  the  same  band,  vpon  suite  in  the  pentice  Court  Avzthin 
the  same  Citie  against  the  said  Robert  Laton,  recoue?'ed,  savinge  only  des- 
tete«  (or  desteth)  for  iudgment ;  albeit  the  said  parties  haue  willingly  com- 
promitted  them  selues  to  the  order  of  M««^er  William.  Massy,  maior  of 
the  said  Citie  /  wherevpon  he,  the  same  Maior,  by  assent  of  both  parties, 
doeth  order  and  award,  that  the  said  Eobert  Laton,  his  wief  &  famely,  on 
the  feaste  day  of  thannuTiciacz'on  of  Blessed  Mary  the  Virgen  next  com- 
inge,  departe  from  the  quiet  occupac^on  of  the  said  jnassuctfje  ;  and,  at  no 
time  afterwardes,  chalenge,  claime,  or  demaund,  any  right,  title,  or  interest 
thervnto,  nor  to  any  pa7'te  or  par  cell  thereof ;  and  at  the  same  feaste,  to 
deliuer  to  the  said  Robert  Whitby,  quiet  possession  thereof,  &  all  suche 
goodes  &  implemented  remaininge  therin,  wherof  particuler  mencion  is 
made  in  a  SceduU  now  agreed  vpon  or  made  knowen.  And  further,  he 
the  said  maior  doeth,  by  like  assent,  order  that  it  shalbe  leafull,  &  at  the 
pleasur  of  the  said  Robert  Whitby,  his  servantes  &  workmen,  at  all  tynies 
before  the  ^  said  feaste,  to  enter  into  the  said  messwa^e  or  Tenement, 
and  to  haue  free  corse  and  recorse  into,  throw,  and  from  the  same,  for 
the  amend??ient,  repairinge,  and  putting  of  it  in  sufficient  repairs,  and 
for  all  other  necessarie  vses  in  the  betteringe  of  it,  w^thout  the  lett, 
suite,  or  dis turbans  of  the  same  Robert  Laton,  his  wief  or  family,  or 
any  other  by  his  or  ther  meanes,  act,  deed  or  procnrGment.  In  considera- 
c^on  whereof,  the  said  Master  Maior  doe,  by  like  assent,  award  that  the 
said  Robert  Whitby  shall  paie  to  the  said  Robert  Laton  foure  pounds, 
Tenne  shillinges,  in  forme  folowinge :  Videlicet^  xx  s.  in  hand,  and 
thother  iij"  x  s.  at  the  said  avoidinge  of  the  said  Robe?'t  Laton,  his  wief  & 
famely,  from  the  quiet  occupac^on  of  the  said  messwa^e  &  other  the 
p?-emisses,  &  deliuery  of  the  said  goodes  &  implemented  menc^o/^ed  in  the 
said  inventory  as  aforsaid  /  for  payme?it  whereof,  the  said  Ro}3e?'t  Whitby 
hath  yelded  vnto,  the  rather,  in  respect  of  the  grete  yeres  and  disabilitie 
of  the  said  Robe?*t  Laton  &  his  wief,  &  for  quietnes  sake,  and  to  cause 
them  to  be  thankfull  vnto  him  for  the  same. 

Also  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Robert  Laton  shalbe  discharged  of  all 
Rentes  heretofore  due  for  the  same  /  &  thai  the  said  Robert  Laton  shall 
p?*esently  deliuer  vp  the  indenture  &  bande  which  he  hath  thereof,  of  Sz, 
from  the  said  RaufE  Witter,  yidelicet,  of  the  said  messiiage,  &  quiet 
occupacton  thereof.  (Signed  by)         Wilh'am  Massie 

Maior 
Robert  Lawton.  per  me  Robertu^^z  Whitbrid 

^  back  of  leaf. 
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20  Jan.  1591.     Ed.  Porter's  Bond  to  secure  the  due 
Nursing  and  Keeping  of  his  Bastard  Baby  for  a  year. 

'Me?norandum  quod  xx°'°  die  Januarii,  Anno  'Regni  Eegme  'Eliza.bethe  &c 
xxxiij'^''*,  Iv,ica?*c?us  Porter  de  Ciui^ate  Cestrze,  Tailer,  et  Joha7i??,es 
Sele  de  eadem,  Tailer,  Yenenm^,  in  proprijs  personis  suis,  Coram 
WilleZnio  Massy,  maiore  Ciuii^atis  ipredicte,  in  Interno  Penticio  Ciui- 
ifatis  predidef  et  recognover?^??^  se  debere  dic^e  Doniine  Regine  xx", 
Soluend«s  &c,  Et  nisi  &c. 

The  condiczon  of  this  Recognizaunce  is  suche,  That  whereas  the  aboue- 
bounden  IR^ichard  Porter  is  the  Reputed  father  of  a  man  childe,  borne  in 
Bastardie,  vpon  the  body  of  Mawde  Ratcliff, — Iff  the  same  'Richard 
Porter,  vpon  his  owne  proper  Costes  and  charges,  doe  cause  the  said 
childe,  sufficz'ently  to  be  nursed  and  Maintained  with  all  necessaries 
duringe  one  whole  yere  next  ensuinge  the  date  hereof ;  and  at  that  yeres 
ende,  pe7-sonally  to  appere  before  the  niaior  of  the  said  Citie  for  the  tyme 
beinge,  and  Not  depa?*te  thens  wzthout  Licens  of  the  said  Maior  for  the 
tyme  beinge,  &  pe?-forme  truly  suche  order  towchinge  the  said  Childe  as 
shalbe  taken  by  the  same  such  Maior,  That  then  this  present  Recogniz- 
auvce  to  be  voide,  or  elk's  it  to  stand  in  force  / 

\note  at  side]  12** :  John  Sele  to  pay  it  at  Este?-  next. 

11  A.^ri\is  1591 

note.  Mr.  JoHn  Glasior  (is  said)  to  vndertake,  for  his  work,  Adam 
Hunt. 

liichard  Wilson  vndertaketh  for  the  furth-coming  of  Robert  Kirks. 

Mr  PauU  of  Chauntrell  ^  vndertaketh  for  the  furthcoming  of  Michael 
Vmieston. 


re- 


21  Aprilis  1591  (Agreement  as  to  the  payment  and 
payment  of  a  Rentcharge  on  a  house.) 

Then  Agreed,  betwene  John  Throp,  Tailer,  and  ChHstoiQX  Conwaie, 
towelling  a  Rent  issuing  out  of  the  howse  wherin  the  same  Throp  now 
dwelleth,  that  the  said  John  Throp  shall  paio  the  same  yorely  lient  to 
the  said  Chrintofer,  according  as  the  same  was  grauntcd  to  Mr  William 
Mutton  /  and  to  thas8urau7«co  thonjof,  tlio^  said  ChHstoiet  Conway 
promiseth  to  discharge  the  said  Jolin  Throp  of  as  much  money  as  the 
same  ChndfAav  sliall  receive  of  hira,  the  said  John)  Throp  / 

^  Mr.  Earwakcr  snggcsts  '  Mr.  Paul  Chauntroll.'  ^  MS.  k  the 
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Primo  Mali,  1591.     Commitment  to  Gaol,  of  a  County 
Bailiff  who  arrested  a  man  in  the  City  Market-Place. 

note,  a  warrant  shewed,  dated  the  v***  of  December  laste,  from  & 
vnder  the  hand  &  Seale  of  John)  Milner,  Bailiff  Itinerant  of  this  Countie 
Palantine  of  Chester,  authorizing  Thomas  Smith,  &  Richard  Donne  his 
Deputy  bailiff,  by  vertue  of  a  writt  of  attachment  out  of  theschequer  of 
Chester,  to  attach  the  body  of  Koger  Dod,  &  to  fane  his  body  tber,  the 
xij*'*  day  of  June  next  cominge.  the  said  Smith,  by  vertue  of  the  said 
warrant,  did  arreste  the  said  Roger  Dod  in  the  open  ma?'lvet  place  of  this 
Citie,  this  present  daie ;  and  beinge  charged  to  be  a  wronge,  &  contrary 
to  the  liberties  &  cha?'^ers  of  this  citie,  iustifieth  to  be  lawful! ;  &  therfor, 
beinge  a  moste  Manifest  wronge,  &  contrary  to  the  Grauntes,  ch«?'^res  & 
privileges  of  this  Citie,  is  Comitted  to  the  Gaile  of  the  !^^^orthgate  of  the 
said  Citie. 

28  May  1591.  Agreement  as  to  the  Ownership  of  the 
Hautboys,  Eecorders,^  Cornets  and  Violins,  of  the 
City  Waits. 

Apud  Ciuitatem  Cestrie,  xxviij"  die  Mali,  Anno  'Regrd  Regine  Eliza- 
bethe  &c.  tricesimo  tercio.  Coram  WilleZmo  Massy,  maiore  Ciui- 
taiin  Cestrie. 
At  which  day,  matter  was  in  question  betwene  Ales  Wilh'amz,  late 
wief  of  Thomas  Wilk'amz,  late  one  of  the  waytsmen  of  the  said  Citie,  vpon 
thone  party,  and  Christoier  Burton  and  Wilk'am  Mndock,  the  other 
waitsmen  of  the  said  Citie  [of  the  other  party],  for  and  Concerninge  their 
iiistrumentes  of  musick,  yidelicet,  the  howboies,  the  Recorders,  the  Cornetes 
and  violens,  whereof  the  said  Ales  Claymeth  a  parte,  as  to  her  said  late 
Husband,  in- his  lief  tyme  belonginge  /  w/iicli  they  deny  to  yeld  vnto ;  But 
are  Contented,  and  soe  are  now  Agreed, — and  it  is  now  fully  ordered  by 
Assent  J — that  the  said  instrumentes  shall  from  hensforth  forever  remayne. 
Continue,  and  bee,  the  owne  proper  goodes  of  the  said  Waitesmen,  and  of 
the  survivour  of  them,  and  of  Wilk'am  Wilk'amzs,  late  sonne  of  the  said 
Thomas  Wilk'cmiz,  and  of  Henry  Burton,  sonne  of  the  said  Christoier, 
when  they  shall  haue  served  out  their  Yeres  as  App?'eritices  to  the  said 
exercise,  and  to  the  svrupyjour  of  them,  and  the  survivour  of  euery  of 
them,  and  of  the  survivinge  sonne  of  euery  of  them  experienced,  or  to  be 
experienced  in  the  said  exercise,  and  Apte  and  fitt  for  the  same,  servinge 
wz'tliin  the  said  Citie,  or  elk's  to  remayne  foreuer  to  the  said  Citie,  At  the 

1  A  kind  of  Fhite. 
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Appoyiitme?it  and  Admittance  of  the  Maior  of  the  said  Citie  for  the  tyme 
heinge. 

10  July  1591.     Bond  of  a  Slater  to  buy  Slates  only  for 

his  own  use  and  Buildings. 
"  Memorandum  that  the  tenneth  daie  of  July,  Anno  .  .  .  Elizabethe 

xxxiij"","  Eobert  Fazakerly  of  the  City  of  Chester,  slater,  was  bound 

in  a  penalty  of  £10  to  the  said  Queen : 

"  The  condiczon  of  this  Kecognizauns  is  suche,  That  if  thaboue- 
bounden  Eobert  Fazakerley,  by  him-self,  nor  by  any  other  person  or 
pe?*sons,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  doe  not  buy  any  kinde  or  sorte  of 
slates,  directly  nor  indirectly,  but  only  for  his  owne  proper  vse  in  slat- 
inge,  &  for  slates  to  Cover,  and  therwtth  doe  cover,  his  owne  bowses  & 
buldinge^.  That  then  this  Recognizaunce  to  be  voide,  or  els  yt  to  stand 
in  force." 

9  die  Augusti  1591  (Acknowledgment  of  a  Debt,  to  be 
paid  at  Michaelmas.) 

Memoranchim,  that  Thom«s  Case,  seriant  [of  Chester],  doeth  acknow- 
ledge him-self  indebted  to  Jeffrey  Cooke  of  the  same,  fishmonger,  xxx  s. 
of  leafuU  money  of  England,  to  be  paied  to  the  same  Jeffrey  Cooke,  his 
executors  or  assignes,  at,  in,  and  vpon,  the  feaste  daie  of  ^aint  Michaell 
tharchangell  next  comingc.  Et  nisi  &c ;  and  to  paye  to  Mr  Maior  x  s.  at 
Mo^^er  Maiors  comandemewt. 

16  Augusti  1591.     Acknowledgment  of  a  Debt.     On 
default  of  payment,  Debtor  to  be  sent  to  Prison. 

(A  loose  two-leaf,  put  into  tlio  Mayor's  Book.     The  paper  was  loose  in  the  book,  and 
1  got  Mr.  Johnson  to  stick  it  in  its  proper  place.) 

Memorandum  that  the  xyj***  day  of  Augusta  1591,  John  Rathburne  of 
the  Citie  of  Chester,  Iremonger,  doeth  acknowledge  himself  to  bo  indebted, 
and  to  owe,  to  Thomas  Thornton  of  the  same  Citie,  Iremonger  and  March- 
auntc,  the  somwe  of  fourtenc  pounde.s,  tonne  shillinge/j,  of  good  and  lawfull 
money  of  England,  To  be  paid  to  the  same  Thomas  Thornton,  his  executors 
or  Assignes,  in  manner  and  forme  followingo.  That  is  to  say,  att,  in,  and 
vpon  Saturday  next  Comingo,  xls;  and  within  fourtono  daics  then  nexte, 
and  ymediatlio  followingo,  v" ;  and,  vpon  tlio  feasto  daio  of  Satwt  Michell 
tliarchangcll  tlien  noxto  folowing,  all  tho  resto  and  residue  of  tho  said 
somme  of  xiiij"  x'.    And  vpon  ouery  defalt  of  payment,  tliat  Masteft  Maior 


152     English  Entries  from  the  May  or ^  Boohs,  Chester,  1591. 

shall  send  for  the  said  John)  Rabon,  and  Coniitt  him  to  warde,  and  there 
detayne  him  vntle^  the  said  whole  sonwie  be  payde. 

Certificate  of  a  Statute  Merchant  of  £800. 

Apud  Ciuita^em  Cestr^'e  xxx°  die  Januarii,  Anno  p?'edic/o. 

(33  Eliz.  A.D.  1591) 

At  wTiz'ch  daie,  at  the  requeste  of  John)  Poole  thelder,  of  Poole  in  the 
countie  of  Chester,  esqiiier,  &  of  Thomas  Bunbury  of  Stanney  in  the 
same  countie,  esquier,  a  certificat  of  A  Statute  me?-chant  of  viij  C",  dated 
the  xxij**"  daie  of  Septembre,  Anno  ^egni  Regine  Ehzabethe  &c  xxxiij^'**, 
acknowledged  to  them  by  John)  Hocknell  of  Hocknell  in  the  countie  of 
Chester,  esquier,  Thomas  Brymestoich  (?)  ^  of  Hadham  in  the  countie  of 
Hartford,  esquier,  &  Henry  Brymestoich  {ly  of  Halies  in  the  countie  of 
Essex,  g%Tii\eman  /  before  Wilk'am  Bird,  late  maior  of  the  citie  of  Chester, 
&  Richard  Birkhenes,^  esquier.  Recorder  &  Clerk  &c  /  was  certified  Excel- 
eniissimo  princip*  Domme  -nostm  Elizabef/ie,  in  sua  Curm  cancella?*w 
Angh'e  sine  bri  1  ^xitannie. 

Censure  of  an  Alderman  for  sueing  a  Fellow-Citizen  and 
late  Sheriff  for  damages.  Friendly  arrangement  as  to 
the  Debts.  xvif  die  Maii,  1591 

At  which  daie  /  Ro&ert  Amery  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  Iremonger, 
Complained  him  againste  Dauid  Lloid  of  the  same  Citie,  Alderman,  for 
that  he,  the  same  Dauid  Lloid,  doeth  sue  him  in  thexchequer  of  Chestre 
for  a  supposed  escape,  the  time  of  his  Office  of  Sheriffwick,  aswell  for 
XX  s.  debt,  iiij  d  damage,  of  'Richard  Bird,  Tanner ;  and  for  xxviij  s  vj  d 
debt,  and  iiij  d  damage,  of  James  Wilkinson  :*  wherevpon,  Isiastev  Maior 
called  before  him  the  said  Dauid  Lloid,  and  declared  vnto  him  the  said 
(jomplaint,  &c,  marveld  that  he,  beinge  of  the  best  callinge  wzYhin  this 
Citie,  shuld  doe  any  suche  attempt,  tendinge  to  the  preiudice  of  the 
ancient  orders  thereof  /  wherevpon,  by  Assent,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said 
Robert  Amery,  by  Saint  James  tide  next  com7?^inge,  shall  satisfy  to  the 
said  David  Lloid  the  said  seuerall  dettes  &  damages ;  and  that,  in  the 
meane  while,  he,  the  said  Robert  Amery,  shall,  vpon  his  owne  costes  & 
charges,  sue  out  severall  fier^'  faci«s  against  the  said  'Richard  Birt  & 
James  Wilkinson,  to  revive  the  said  iQconizances  (?),  &  to  doe  his  beste  to 
p?-ocure  thexecucion  (?),  serves,  &  satisfacion  (?)  made  for  his  helpe  therin. 

^  until  '^  Brymestich.  ^  Birkened. — Earwaker. 

■*  See  the  further  Order  as  to  this  debt  of  28.9.  \Qd.,  at  p.  159  below. 
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Acknowledgment  of  Debt  for  Kent. 
25  Feb.  1590-1 
Islemorandum  that  the  25***  daie  of  Februarij,  Anno  Re^wi  Eegine 
EHzabethe  &c  xxxiij*^'",  Roger  Horton,  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  sherman, 
came  in  person  before  tlie  said  Maior,  and  acknowledged  him-selfe  to  owe 
to  Jane  Blackston  ah'as  Smith,  wedow,  xxvj  s.  viij  d,  of  lefull  money  of 
England,  for  the  Rent  of  the  howse  wherin  the  said  Roger  now  dwelleth. 
To  be  paied  to  the  same  Jane  in  mane?*  &  forme  folowinge,  \\deUcet,  at 
Thanuwciacz'on  of  bleassed  Mary  the  Virgen,  and  the  N^afmztie  of  S«mt 
John)  Baptiste  next  ensuinge  the  date  hereof,  by  equall  porczons.  Pro- 
vided, that,  if  before  the  said  paymentes,  ther  shalbe  such  sufficient  mater 
shewed  to  ^ladev  Maior,  that  the  said  Rent  doeth  not  belong  to  the  said 
Jane,  then  all  the  said  paymewtes  to  ceasse. 

x*^  April  1591 

further  day,  by  assent  geven  for  y®  said  firste  paymewt  vntill  y*  x*""  of 
Aprill  1591  instawt  &c. 

^Chester.     Mayors' Books.     1591. 

Oath  of  the  Butchers  in  Chester,     a.d.  1591. 

Oct.     A  List  of  the  33  Butchers  in  Chester  is  given,  and  their 
oath  follows : 

Carnificesium  Ciuitate  Cestne. 

Godfrid?f«  Wynne  1   . , ,  ...         ,.  .    t 

-r  ,  ,,^   ,        r  Aldermanyiz  artts  rtredtcte  Juraa 

Johawwes  Wade      J 

&c  &c  &c. 

The  othe. 

All  suche  kinde  &  sorte  of  victuall  as  hereafter  yow  shall  slaughter  & 
kill,  or  cause  to  be  slaughtered  &  killed,  vttered  &  sold,  shalbe  good  & 
holsonie :  And  yow  shall  make  sufficient  provic^on  of  suche  Victuall, 
accordinge  to  yowr  facultie,  to  seruo  the  citie  with-all  /  And  all  suche 
yo2^r  victuall  that  yow  shall  vtter  &  sell,  yow  shall  vtter  &  sell,  to  poore 
&  Kiche,  at  reasonable  pnces  /  And  that  yow  doe  not  follow,  vse,  nop 
make,  nor  consent,  to  be  made,  any  order  or  orders,  or  other  ordinances, 
from  hensforth  amonges  yowr  seines,  concerningo  iho  sellinge  of  yottr 
Victualls,  againste  the  conien  we[l]th  of  this  Citio.  Soe  god  yow  helpo, 
&  by  Jesus  Christo  I 

»  leaf  4. 
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Oath  of  the  Bakers  in  Chester,  1591. 
1  Chester.     Mayors' Books.     1591.     Oct.     List  of  the  30  Bakers. 

No?>ii?ia  YiBiovum  in  Ciuitate  Cestri'e. 
Willelmus  Kinge  senior,  Alclermanriws  art^5  predic^e,  &c  &c. 

The  Othe. 
All  suche  kinde  &  sorte  of  bread  as  vow  hereafter  shall  bake  or  cause 
to  be  baken,  vttered  &  sold,  shalbe  altogether  sufficient  &  holsome  bred 
&  paste  for  mans  sustenans ;  And  also  haue  sufficient  prouision  of  suche 
good,  and  holsom,  &  seasonable  Bread  &  paste  to  serue  this  Citie  w^th-all 
from  time  to  time,  &  at  all  times  hereafter,  without  denyall.  So  helpe 
your  god,  &  by  Jesus  Christe  ! 

A  Chandler  s  Bond  to  sell  Candles  at  4cZ.  a  Pound. 

2  23  die  novembm  1591. 

Thomas  Case,  de  Ciw'^ate  Cest77'e,  chandler,  Tenetwi*  d«9??zme  Eegine 
in  x^'  bone  et  legak's  monete  Anglie. 

The  condicz'on  of  this  Recognizaunce  is  such.  That  if  the  above- 
bounden  Thomas  Case,  by  him-self,  or  by  any  other  person  or  pe^'sons  for 
him,  at  any  time  hereafter,  doe  not  vtter  nor  sell  any  pounde  of  Candles 
aboue  iiij  d  eue^y  pounde ;  and  also  at  all  times  hereafter  doe  make 
sufficient  p?*ovision  of  Tallow,  and  serue  this  Citie  &  all  others  by  retaile, 
vfith.  sufficient  Candelles  at  iiij  d  the  pounde,  &  not  aboue,  wzthout 
deniall,  That  then  &c         or  vWes  &c. 

Hugh  Hine,  Tallowchandler,  in  x".  Sub  conditione  Idem,  mutat^i^ 
mutanLdis. 

Bond  by  Sellers  of  Meat,  to  bring  the  animals'  Skins  and 
Tallow  for  sale  too,  and  charge  only  3s.  4d.  for  the 
Tallow. 

^Mayors'  Books.     Chester.     1591. 

27  die  l^ovemhris,  Anno  'Regni  Eegine  Elizabef/^e  &c  xxxiiij*° :  Jlad\ilph?is 

Haselwall  de  Hanbridg,  infra  libertates  Cmitatis  Cestrz'e,  ven^^  in 

piopria  pe?'sona  sua  cora?7i  prefato  maior^,  et  lecognovit  se  debere 

x^'  dicte  domine  Regine,  &c,  Soluendas,  &c,  Et  nisi  &c. 

The   Condicion   of  this   Recognizaunce   is   suche.   That   if   thaboue 

bounden  Rauff  Haselwall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  doe  not  bringe  to  the 

market  w^thin  the  Citie  of  Chester,  any  kinde  or  sorte  of  victuall  but 

such  as  shalbe  good  and  holsome,  and  of  all  such  victuall  doe  bringe  to 

1  leaf  4,  back.  -  2b.,  leaf  11.  ^  jeaf  12,  back. 
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this  Citie  the  skins,  fells,  heds  and  Tallow ;  and  all  the  same,  Avithin  the 
same  Citie,  vtter  &  sell  at  resonable  p?'ece ;  &  all  his  tallow  thereof  doe 
vtter  &  sell  for  iiij  s  iiij  d,  &  not  aboue  that,  then  &c  or  ells  &c. 
Itobertus  Willes  de  Happesford  "i  quilibet  in  x^' 

Sub  GOTiiWcione  ^redida. 
'  p?'o  quolibet  perumptiowe  [1  MS.]  x" 
separatim,  mutatis 
mutandzs. 


David  Barker  de  Holt 
Thomas  Bithell  de  Holt 
CAm^oferus  Low  de  Farndon 
WilleZniMS  Pulford  de  Farndon 


Bond  by  a  City  Merchant  to  keep  and  produce  6  Butts  of 
Sack — belonging  to  Outsiders,  which  are  enterd  in  his 
name  in  the  City  Customs'  Book — or  pay  £50. 

^1591.  Mayors'  Books,  Chester. 
'Memorandum^  qwod.  nono  die  Decembris,  Anno  '^egni  Regine  Elizabethe 
Aiderse  ^^  xxxiiij*",  iohcinnQS,  Aldersay,  de  Ciui/ate  Cestri'e,  me?'cator, 
venit  in  propria  persona  sua  Coram  Thoma  Lynyall,  maiore 
eiusdem  Cwntaiis,  in  Interior!  Penticio  Cimtaiis  ^redide,  et 
adtunc  et  ihidem  recognovit  se  dobere  diets  dominQ  Regine, 
Quinquaginta  librae  Legah'**  monete  Angh'e,  Soluendos  eidem 
domiiiQ  Regine,  heredt^ws  vel  Successor^■Z;ws  suis  &c,  Et  nisi  &c. 

The  Condicion  of  this  Recognizauns  is,  that  where-as  the  aboue' 
hounden  John  Aldersay  hath  Cellered  within  the  Citie  of  Chester,  as  his 
owne  goodes  (as  he  Affirmeth  /  Sixe  Buttee  of  Seek,  lately  transported 
-into  tlie  Ryver  and  porte  of  Cliester,  aborde  a  Barque  Called  tlio  Meyden, 
of  the  Towne  of  Airre  in  Scotland,  wliereof  was  Master,  Dauid  Killymer  / 
And  whiche  wines,  Ralphe  Allen  and  Richard  Broster,  Sheriffes  of  the 
Citie  of  Chester,  haue  seased  vpon  as  forfeited,  because  they  were  sold 
without,  and  before  they  were  gauged ;  and  besides,  yt  appe7'eth  by  A 
note  shewed,  that  the  said  wines  (aniongest  others)  were  transported  into 
the  said  River  vpon  the  merchaunt  strangers  adventure,  &  yet  entred  in 
the  Customo  booke  of  the  said  Citie  in  the  name  of  the  said  John 
Aldersay,  therby  ncrely  towchinge  the  said  John  Aldersay. in  Othe  / 
Iff  the  said  Jolm  AMersay  doe  well,  ai)d  in  good  safFotio,  preseruo 
and  kcpe  nil  the  said  sixe  Butter  of  Seek  in  As  good  plite  and  sorte 
as  now  tliey  are,  and  haue  tliem  and  euery  of  the  same  Vj  Butte«  Seek 
fiirthcum7«inge,  and  all  the  same  such  vj  Buttes  Seek,  in  such  good 
sorte  <fe  safetie,  doe,  frank  and  free,  deliuer  vnto  the  said  Sheriffew 
vi)on  the  demaund  of  tlie  said  Maior  &  Sheriffeu,  or  eny  of  them,  or 
»  leaf  15,  back.  «  loaf  10. 
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vpoa  warninge  lefte  at  tlie  now  Dwelliiige  howse  of  the  said  Joliii) 
Aldersay  w^tlliIl  the  said  Citie,  in  suche  maner  and  forme,  and  in  suche 
order,  as  he  the  same  Maior  shall  lymite  or  appointe,  \v^'thout  fraude, 
guile,  deceipt,  or  contradiccion,  Or  ells,  well  and  truly  contente  and 
paie  vnto  tlie  said  Sheriffes  the  Som7?ie  of  fiftie  poundes  of  good  and 
lawfuU  money  of  England,  vpon  the  resonable  demaund  of  the  said 
Sherilfes,  or  ether  of  thein,  in  one  whole  &  eutier  payment,  wz'thout  fraud 
or  desept,  in  lue  or  satisfaction  of  the  said  wines.  That  then  this  p?-esent 
Eecognizans  to  be  voide,  or  elles  yt  to  stande  in  force  and  vertue. 

Bond  by  the  Father  of  a  Bastard  Child,  to  provide 
for  the  Child,  and  marry  its  Mother,     a.d.  1591. 

'^M.emoi'andiim,  quod  xiij'^  die  decembrzs  Anno  'Regni  Regine  'EUzsibethe 
George         &c,  xxxiiij***,  Johcmties  Title  et  Georgius  Title  de  Civitate  Ces- 

tvie,  BrickmaZ:e?'s  (1),  et  Fulco  Carter  [or  Carler]  de  eade?/i.  Baker, 
A  bastard      \eneYunt  in  p?-opriis  personis  suis  coram  Thoma  lynyall,  maiore 

Ciuitatis   Y>redicte,   et   Tecognoverunt   se   debere    dicte   doinine 

Regine  xx",  Soluendas  &c,  et  nisi  &c. 
The  Condic/on  of  this  Recognizaunce  is  suche,  that  whereas  there  is 
one  Ellen,  Bastard  daughter  of  Jane  Davies  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  borne 
wzthin  the  same  Citie,  whereof  thaboue  bounden  George  Title  is  the 
reputed  father,  whoe  confesses  himself e  to  be  the  father  of  the  said 
Childe  //  if  therefore  the  said  george  Title  doe  presently  take  into  his 
Custody  the  said  Ellen,  and  her  at  all  times  hereafter  well  and  sufficiently 
Maintaine,  provide  for,  norse,  and  kepe  with  all  thinges  as  beseemeth, 
and  so  as  thencorporacion  of  the  said  Cyty  shall  not  be  in  any  wise 
Charged  nor  burthened  with  her  kepinge ;  And  also  if  the  said  George 
Title,  2  before  the  feaste  daie  of  thappostles  Phillipp  and  James  next 
com??zinge,  shall  espowse,  wed,  and  take  to  his  wief,  the  said  Jane,  doing 
accordinge  to  the  ecclesiasticalle  Lawes  of  this  Realme, — if  the  Lawes  of 
holy  Church  will  it  permitt  &  suffer,  and  that  the  said  Jane  will  therewith 
consent  and  Agree, — That  this  &c     Or  elle^  &c. 

Bond  by  a  Sadler  to  pay  his  Fine  for  putting  red  and 
white  Harness  in  his  Shop  before  taking  it  to  the 
Common  Hall. 

31591.     Mayor's  Books,  Chester. 

Memorandum,  quod  xy^  die  decembn's.  Anno  Tiegni  Regme  Elizabef/ie,  &c, 

lucr***^'       xxxiiij*''  /  Rica?-(ius  Ince  de  Cmitate  Cestr^'e,  Sadlor,  venit  in 

1  leaf  16,  back.  -  leaf  17.  ^  leaf  26. 
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comparuit/    propria  persona  sua,  cora??i  Thoma  lynyaH,  Maiore,  Ciuifatis 

-pi'edicte,  et  Recognovit  se  debere  dicte  doinine  Regine,  qmnqiie 

libros,  Soluendrts  eidem^  domine  Regine,  heredibus  vel  Succes- 

soTibus  suis  &c,  et  nisi  &c. 

The  Condic^'on  of  tbis  Recognizaimce  is  sucbe,  That  whereas  thaboue 

boundeu  Richard  Ince  hath  receyued  into  his  bowse  diners  parcelles  of 

Red  and  white  barnes  northenwardes  w/thin  the  said  Citie,  ^Yh^ch.  came 

thither  to  be  sold,  before  tlie  same  cam  to  the  comen  hal,  contrary  to  the 

orders  of  the  said  Citie  in  that  behalfe  /  Iff  the  said  'Richai'd  Ince  doe 

personally  appe?'e  before  the  said  Maior,  the  Aldermen,  SheriHes  &  comen 

Councell  of  the  same  Citie,  At  the  next  Assemble  there  to  be  holden,  and 

then  and  ther  contente  and  paie  soe  muche  of  the  Appointed  Paine  in 

that  behalfe,  as  by  that  Assembly  shalbe  Lymited  &  Agreed  vpon,  That 

then  &c  Or  elles  &c. 

Bond  by  a  young  Goldsmith  to  provide  for  his  Bastard 
Child  when  born,  and  for  its  Mother  till  a  month  after 
its  birth.     1592. 

comnarHit        ^Memoi'amiiim,  quod  nono  die  mens/s  Februarii,  Anno  "Renni 

et  rel!ix«/Mr  ^  ^  j 

per  niaiorem     Regine  Elizabe^/ie  &c  xxxiiij*** :  Joh«7mes  Lingley,  Junior,  de 
fin'iey  Ciui^atc  Cestrze,  goldsmith ;  Ric«?-(ius  lingley,  de  eadem  Ciui- 

^ate,  shomaker;    Robe?-tus  leeche,  de  dzc^a  Ciui/ate,  Barbor; 
Joh«7mes  Farrow  de  dioidk  Ciui^ate,  ly new-drape?*,  et  Joh««7zes 
Hutchens  de  Cizw^ate  Cestree  p?-edzc^e,  hatter,  venerunt,   in 
propriis  personis  suis,  Cora??^  Thoma  Lynyall,  maiore  eiusdem 
Ciui^atis,  in  Interiori  Penticio  ^ms^  ^redicii^  et  recognoverunt 
se,  et  quemlibet  eorum,  pro  se  debere  d«c<e  do?7zme  Regine, 
Quadraginta  libras  legah*«  monete  Angk'e,  Soluend<'A>'  eidemi 
dowine  Regine,  heredi^e^  vel  Successoribi^^  suis,  &c,  Et  nisi,  &c. 
The  Condicton  of  this  Recognizance  is  such,  That  whereas  one  Eliza- 
beth Phillips,  spinster,  is  greate  with  Childe  by  the  aboue  bounden  John 
Lingley,  begotten  by  him  in  Basterdy,  whereof  proviczon  is  made,  as  well 
for  her  maintenawnce,  as  keepinge  of  the  Childe  when  it  shall  be  borne  / 
Therefore,  if  the  said  Jolin)  Lyngley,  vpon  his  owne  propper  Costes  and 
Charges,  doe  well  and  sufficientlie  mayntene  and  kepo  the  saide  Elizabeth 
Phillips  With  sufficiente  meate,  drinke  and  lodginge,  at  all  tymes  here- 
after, vntill  she  shall  bo  deliuerod  of  the  saide  Childe,  and  duringo  the 

*  The  (wribe  '  rightly  held  Klizabeth  to  ho  of  the  maaculine  gender.'        «  leaf  26. 

*  Till  lately  there  were  Pontico  aud  Portinoto  Courta.     The  Pentice  Court  was  for 
the  admittance  of  Fieuuieu. 
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space  of  one  monethe  nexte  after  she  slialbe  deliuered  of  her  such  Childe, 
if  she,  the  same  Elizabeth  Phillips  shall  Accepte  of  such  her  mayntenaus 
by  the  saide  John)  Lyngley,  ^or  if  she  shall  refuse  the  same  such  mainteu- 
ownce,  then  vpon  knowledge  thereof,  to  be  geven  by  her  to  the  saido 
John,i  he  the  said  John)  Lyngley,  duringe  all  the  said  terme  and  tynie 
thensfurth,  vntill  she  shalbe  deliuered  of  her  saide  Childe,  and  duringe 
the  said  termo  of  oone  whole  moneth  then  nexte  folowinge,  doe  Content 
and  paie,  or  Cause  to  be  trulie  Contented  and  paide,  to  the  vse  of  the  saM 
Elizabeth  Phillips,  weekelie  and  every  weeke,  two  shillinges  of  leafull 
money  of  England  towardes  her  mayntenance  and  keepingc;  And  alsoc 
doe,  at  all  tymes  from  the  birth  of  the  said  Childe,  take  to  it,  and  the 
same  Childe  sufficientlie,  vpon  his  owne  propper  Costes  and  Charges, 
Cause  to  be  Nursed,  found  and  mayntened  at  all  tymes  thensfurth,  and 
thereof  fullie  and  Clierly  discharge  the  said  Elizabeth  and  all  her 
frendes ;  And  alsoe  if  the  said  John)  Lingley  doe  pe?'sonallie  Appere  at 
the  nexte  gene?-all  sessions  of  her  highnes  peaxe,  to  be  houlden  and  kepte 
we'thin  the  said  Citie  before  the  Maior  and  Justices  of  peaxe  thereof,  and 
then  and  there  abide  such  further  order  as  shalbe  taken  by  the  said  maior 
and  two  other  iustices  of  the  peaxe  w^thin  the  said  Citie,  towchinge  the 
said  Childe,  accordinge  to  the  statute  in  that  behalfe,  and  vpon  his 
Appe?'ans  doe  not  departe  without  the  speciall  lycence  of  the  said  maior. 
That  then  this  recongnizawns  to  be  voide,  or  elZes  yt  to  stande  in  force  &c. 

Bond  to  secure  a  debt  of  50^.  to  a  City  Servant.     1592. 

21591  (and  1592).     Mayors'  Books,  Chester. 

\2icatur  M.emorandu7n,  quod  decimo  die  ma?'cii,  Anno  Jiegni  Eegme  Eliza- 
hethe  &c  xxxiiij***,  Johannes  Eidley,  se?*uiens  ad  panem  Ciuif«t/s 
Cestrze,  venit  in  propria  persona  sua  coram  Thoma  lynyall,  maiore 
Cudtatis  predicte,  in  Interiori  Penticio  eiusdem  Cmitatzs,  et  tunc 
et  ibidem,  recognovit  se  debere  diets  domine  Eegine,  Quinqz^e 
libras  legak's  monete  Anglie,  Soluenda^'  eidem. 

John)      eisdem  die  et  Anno  ipredictus  Johannes  Eidley  cognovit  se  debere 

^^      'RsLTidulpho  Caton,  vni  ex  sernientibus  ad  clavas  Ciuitatis  Cestr^e 

ipredicte,  Y"*'"*,  Soluend«s  eidem  'Randxilpho,  aut  suo  certo  Attor- 

nato,  execntovibus  vel  Administratorz'&ws,  siue  Assignatoribus  suis, 

Et  nisi  &c. 

The  condic^on  of  this  Eecognizauns  is  such,  that  if  thaboue  bounden 

John)  Eidley,  his  executors,  Admine's^rators  or  Assignes  doe  well  and 

1-1  Interlined.  =  leaf  30. 
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trulie  Content  and  pay,  or  Cause  to  be  trulie  Contented  and  paid,  vnto 
tliaboue-named  Eandle  Caton,  his  executors,  Administrators  or  Assigncs, 
the  some  of  Fiftie  shillinges  of  good  and  leafull  money,  At,  in,  and  vpon 
the  feaste  day  of  thappostles  Phillipp  and  Jacob  nexte  ensuinge  the  date 
liereof,  in  one  whole  and  entier  payment,  w/thout  fraud,  guile,  deceipte 
or  Contradicc/on,  that  then  this  present  Recognizaunee  to  be  voyd  and  of 
none  effecte.  Or  ellea  it  to  stand,  be,  and  remayne,  in  full  power,  force 
and  vertue. 

Censure  of  two  men  for  entering  an  Innholder's,  a 
Freeman's  house,  and  arresting  him. 
^Apud  Ciuitatewi  Cestr^'e,  die  solis,  \idelicet,  ix"^°  die  Aprilis  Anno  'Refjni 
mihllr  P^egme  Elizabethe,  &c,  xxxiiij^     (1592.) 

At  which,  dale,  the  wief  of  Thomr^s  Barker  of  the  said  Citie,  inholder^ 
cam  in  proper  pe/'son,  before  the  said  maior,  Edward  Halsall,  esquier, 
Vicechamberlen  of  the  countie  Palentine  of  Chester,  and  others,  Justices 
of  peaxe  within  the  saide  Citie,  and  complayned  Againste  John  Milne?', 
pursivant,  for  that  he,  the  same  milne?*,  yesterdaie  night  laste,  accompaned 
w^th  John  Burton,  seruazmte  to  Mr.  John  Dutton,  of  dutton,  esquier, 
entred  into  the  Dwelling  Howse  of  the  saide  Barker  within  the  said 
Citie,  and  arested  him,  and  drew  him  out  of  his  howse  to  or  towardes  the 
Castle  of  Chester,  and  detained  him  prisoner,  and  as  yet  so  remaineth, 
Where  vpon,  beinge  hear[d]e  &  exa??imd,  forasmuch  as  this  manner  of 
entrinnge  into  a  freemans  howse,  and  his  arreste  thervpon,  is  againste  the 
liberties  of  this  Citie,  and  not  sufferable,  the  said  areste  is  voide,  &  tlie 
prisoner  to  be  restored  to  his  owne  howse,  &  the  said  Milner  rebuked 
for  his  such  iniuryous  dealinge  in  that  behalfe  disliked,  &  caused  to 
be  reformed  by  the  said  Mr.  Halsall,  Vicechambe?*lains,  consent  &  good 

likinge. 

^comparuit  et  relaxatur  per  maiorwm  ex  assensu  partiu/w. 

Order  on  the  late  Sheriffs  to  pay  2Ss,  lOd.  for  an 
Execution  Debt  and  costs.     (See  p.  152,  above.) 

*1692.     Chester.     Mayors'  Books. 

2  Apud  Ciuitate?7i  Cestrte,  xiiij*°  die  Aprilw,  Anno  "Regni  Begine  EIizabe^//6 

&c,  xxxiiii^     (1592.) 

Robert  Amery  and  'Richard  Knee,  lato  sheriffe^,  beinge  complained 

vpon  by  Mr.  Dauid  lloid  for  xxviij  s  vj  dl  debt  [&]  iiij  d  damages  for  tho 

debt  of  James  Wilkinson,  vpon  execucton  when  they  were  sherifFe*, 

1  leaf  36.  ^  ?  Don't  apply  to  tlic  case  above.  *  loaf  86,  back. 
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"vvliervpon  it  is  now  ordered  that  they,  the  said  Robert  Amery  &  Hichard 
Knee,  shall  contente  and  paie  to  the  said  Dauid  lloid  the  seid  xxviij  s 
xd*.  vpon  to-niorow  fortenight  next  coni?>iinge,  or  elles  to  be  comitted. 

Certificate  by  the  Mayor  of  the  due  payment  of  £400 
secured  by  a  Statute  Merchant. 

19  Aug.  1592.     (11591-2.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester.  =) 

To  all  Christen  People  to  whom  this  present  wrytinge  shall  Come  to 

be  seene,  heard,  or  redd,  Thomas  Lynyall,  maior  of  the  Cittie  of  Chester, 

Send  greetinge.     Knowe  yow,  me,  the  sayd  Maior,  to  haue  seene,  and 

throughlie  redd,  A  Certen  note  entred  in  the  Booke  of  the  maioraltie  of 

William  Hamnet,  Alderman  deceassed,  late  maior  of  the  sayde  Citie, 

and  in  the  tyme  of  his  maioraltie,  and  before  him  as  maior :  the  tenor 

of  which,  note,  soe  entred  in  the  saide  booke,  doeth  followe  in  these 

Y>resentes : — 

"  Apud  Ciuitatem  Cestrze,  xv*°  die  Julij,  Anno  'Regni  Eegme  Elizabe^/ie 

&c,  xxxj°,  Coram  WilleZmo  Hamnet,  maiore  Cixntaiis  ^redide  /  whereas 

the  xiij  day  of  October,  Anno  Uegni  'Regine  Elizabethe  &c,  Vicesimo  nono  / 

John)  Dutton,  of  Button  in  the  Countie  of  Chester,  esquyer.  And  Peter 

Dutton,  gentleman,  sonne  and  heire  Apparant  of  the  same  John),  haue 

knowledged   A   statute   me^'chaunt   of   viij    C"   the    same   thirtenth   of 

October,  to  Nicholas  Looker  of  Waterford,  w/thin  the  Realme  of  Ireland, 

merchcamt,  and  Robe?'t  Cutt,  Citizen  and  Iremonger  of  London,  vpon 

Certen  Defeizaunce  for  payment  of  iiij  C"  /  Edmund  Gamull  of  the  said 

Citie,  Alderman,  this  present  xvj*^  of  July,  preserued^  vnto  me,  the  said 

Maior,  the  said  Statute  and  defeizaunce,  as  Atturney  to  and  for  the  sayd 

Nicholas  Looker  and  Robert  Cutt,  and  acknowledged  that  the  sayd  foure 

hundreth  poundes  was  iustlie  and  trulie  payd  and  satisfied,  according  to 

the  said  defeizaunce,  and  Affirmed  the  Agreement  of  the  said  parties  ; 

And  in  token  thereof,  hath  now  deliue?*ed  and  Cancelled  the  said  Statute 

and  Defeizaunce,  to  thend  that  the  Recognizaunce  thereof  may  be  Ad- 

nihilated   and  voyd,  and   a  vacat   therevpon   to   be   entred.      William 

Hamnet,  Maior,  Edmund  Gamull*  /  And  further  knowe  yow,  that  the 

day  of  the  date  of  these  p?-esentes  the  said  Edmund  Gamull  Came  before 

me,  the  said  maior.  And  willinglie  of  himself,  w^thout  Compulsion,  hath 

deposed  vpon  the  holie  Evangelist  of  god,  that  all  and  singuler  the  matter 

menc?*07ied  in  manne?*  and  forme  aforesaid  recyted,  be  true,  and  were 

trulie  sett  downe  according  to  the  truth ;  And  that  he,  the  said  Edmund 

1  leaf  56,  back.  2  Qn  leaf  56  is  an  entry  of  4  Sept.,  34  Eliz.  (a.d.  1592). 

3  ?  presented.  •*  MS.  Gannull. 
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Gamiill  was  deputed  and  Auctborised  by  the  said  Nicholas  Looker  and 
Eobert  Cutt,  to  receave  the  som??ze  of  One  hundreth  poundes,  the  rest  and 
last  payment  of  the  said  Som^^ze  of  iiij  0\  of  the  said  John  Button, 
\\hic\i  C"  he  sayth  he  did  receave  accordinglie,  and  the  same  truly  payd 
over  to  the  vse  of  the  sayd  Nicholas  Looker  and  Eobert  Cutt ;  And  also 
he  had  Aucthoritie  there  vpon  to  deliuer  the  said  Obligacwn  or  wry  ting 
Obligatory  of  the  sayd  Statut  to  be  Cancelled,  which  was  donne  ^  Accord- 
inglie ;  And  that,  in  testemony  thereof,  the  said  note  was  entred  into  the 
said  Maiors  booke ;  and  that  this  deponent  did  subscrybe  his  name  ther- 
vnto,  in  further  testymony  thereof."  All  w/wch  to  be  true,  I,  the  said 
Thomas  Lynyall,  Maior,  doe  by  these  p7*esente6*  Certefie.  And  to  thin- 
tent,  the  more  Credicte  may  be  herevnto  geven,  I,  the  said  Thomas 
Lynyall,  maior,  haue  to  these  presente*^  Caused  to  be  Affixed  and  set,  the 
Seale  of  myne  office  of  Maioraltie  of  the  said  Citie.  Dated  at  the  sayd 
Citie  of  Chester,  the  Nynetenth  day  of  August  Anno  ^egni  Eegme 
Elizabeths,  &c,  tricesimo  quarto. 

21597-8.    Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

The  names  of  those  who  haue  the  keies  of  the  Thresure 
howse,  and  Chestes  therin.  / 
Mr  Maior,  2  hanginge  Locks,  &  of  the  char^res  the  middest. 
Mr  Greene,  the  fourth  ther  folowinge  southward. 
Mr  Birde,  the  second  of  the  Coffer  wherin  the  charters  coffer  is  / 
Mr  \imhard  Bavande,  firste  vpon  the  right  hande. 
Mr  Brerewod,  the  furthest  sowth  side  of  the  chest  adioning  to  the  dore. 
Mr  Broughton,  of  the  longest  coffer. 
Mr  GamuU  [MS.  Gannull],  the  first  and  next  to  the  door. 
Mr  Wilh'am  Walle,  seconde  of  the  cofer  wherin  the  chfO'tre  cofer  is. 
Mr  Dauid  Lloid,  the  second  next  to  Mr  GamuU. 
The  Sheriffe^,  the  furmost  but  one  southward. 
Thres. 

^List  of  29  Bakers  of  Chester  (WilleZmr^  Kinge  senior  /  Aldermanw* 
artt8  predide  yxratvs  /)  with  tho  Othe,  as  in  1591  Book.     (1597.) 

*List  of  27  Butchers  of  Chester  ("  but  Tho  :  Bebi n ton—dead  ")  with  the 

Otho  as  in  1591  Book.     (1597.) 

**  Godfridus  Wynne  i   . , ,  .     ^ .         , .  . 

-,,  ,r  i/   1     I  Aldermant  artw  predic/e 

Thomas  Ilolbrok    )  *^ 

»  leaf  57.  »  loaf  1.  »  loaf  8,  back,  *  loaf  4. 
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[Bond  by  a  Merchant  not  to  sell  70  Bushels  of  Eye 
without  leave  of  the  Mayor,     a.d.  1597.] 

11597-8.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
Coram  Thoma  Greene,  A\^erma7io  et  Justicwi  pacis  Cmitaiis  Cestr/e. 
'Memorandum,  qwod   vicesimo  nono   die  Octobris,   Anno   'Regni  'Regine 
Elizabethe  &c  tricesimo  nono,  Thomas  Tliropp,  Junior,  de  Ciui^rtte 
Cestr^'e,  mercator,  venit  in  propria  pe?'sona  sua  Coram  prefato  Thoma 
Greene,  Aldeimano  et  Justice  pacis  Ciui/<r<t/.^  predz'c/e  in  interior^ 
Penticio  eiusdem  Giuitatis,  et  adtunc  et  ibidem  recognovit  se  debere 
dicte   domine  Eegine   quadraginta  Libras   bone  et   legalis   monete 
Anglie,  Solvendas  eidem  domme  Regine,  hevedihus,  vel  Successoribus 
suis,  in  festo  Omnium  Sanctorum  ipvoximo  futuro,  Et  nisi,  &c. 
The  Condic^on  of  this  Kecognizaunce  is  such,  That  whereas  the  aboue- 
bounden  Thomas  Thropp  hath  bought  of  one  AVilhVnn  Watson,  servant  to 
one  Mr  Brererey  of  York,  marchant,  the  quantetie  of  threescore  and  tenne 
busshells  of  Rye  of  the  goodes  of  the  said  Mr  Brererey  and  Henry  Thomp- 
son of  the  Citie  of  Yorke,  merchant,  his  Copartener,  with,  intent,  as  is 
supposed,  to  sell  the  same  againe  at  a  deerer  rate  then  he  bought  the 
same ;  Therefore,  yf  the  said  Thomas  Thropp,  by  him  self,  nor  by  any 
other  person  or  persons  for  him,  or  to  his  vse,  doe  not  vtter  or  sell  the 
said  threescore  and  tenne  busshells  of  Rye,  nor  any  parte  or  pa?'cell  thereof, 
to  any  manner  of  person  or  persons,  without  the  speciall  lycens  of  the 
maior  of  the  said  Citie  of  Chester  for  the  tyme  being,  first  hade  and 
obtayned,  That  then  &c,  or  ells  &c  /. 

[Bond  by  a  Searcher  of  Tand  Leather  and  Leather-ware, 
for  his  due  Fulfilling  of  his  Office,     a.d.  1597.] 

21597.8.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
Memorandum,  quod  xxij^°  die  decembris.  Anno  Regni  Regine  Elizabethe 
wiiieimus  Huiton   ^  &g  Quadrageslmo  :   Wille^mws  Hulton,  'Ra.ndidphiis  Ince 

Tliomas  Newparte    I  ^  c  7  ./. 

Thomas  Tiiston       I  senior,  et  Wille^mz^s  Vrmeston  de  Ciuitete  Cestree,  sho- 

Uicardns  Woodcock  f 

serciiers,  Sealers  &  J  makers,  Yeuerz^??^  in  propriVs  personis  ^uis  coram  Thomas 
Eletcher,  maiore  Giuitatis  ipredicte,  in  Interiorz  Penticzo 
Giuitatis  ^^redide,  et  adtunc  et  ihidem  recognoverz^^zif  se 
debere  d^cte  dominQ  Regine  quadraginta  libr«s  legak'.s 
monete  anglie,  Soluendas  eidem  domiwQ  Regine,  vel  Suc- 
CQSSOvibus  suis,  &c,  Et  nisi  &c. 

1  leaf  5.  2  leaf  12,  back. 
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The  condic^on  of  this  Eecognizauns  is  such,  that  whereas  thaboue 
bounden  WilhV/m  Hulton  is  admitted  by  the  aboiie-Named  Maior,  one  of 
the  Serche?'s,  sealers  &  Eegesters  of  all  Tanned  lether  and  made  wares  of 
lether  in  the  county  of  the  citie  of  Chester,  Accordinge  to  one  pointe  or 
article  of  one  Estatute  thereof,  made  in  the  firste  yere  of  the  Raigne  of 
the  quenes  Matestie  that  now  is  /  And  where  also  it  is  provided  by  the 
same  estatute  that  if  any  defalt  or  negligens  in  do[i]nnge  of  Dutie  in  that 
behalfe  be  made  or  founde  in  any  of  the  Serchers,  Sealers,  or  Regeste/'s  of 
such  lether  &  made  wares  w/^zch  so  yerely  shulde  be  chosen,  That  then 
the  Maior  &  others  Admittinge  such  officers  to  that  charge  shulde  forfeit 
for  eue?*y  defalt  in  not  doinge  their  duties  accordinge  to  the  same  estatute, 
fortye  shil linger,  as  by  the  said  estatute  thereof  made,  more  plainly 
appereth.  /  If  the  said  William  Hulton  doe  iustly  and  truly,  without 
favour,  Affection,  conceleme?«t,  mallice,  collusion  or  displeasure,  exercise, 
occupie,  discharge  and  doe  the  said  Office  as  one  of  the  Se?-chers,  Sealers 
&  Kegesters  of  Tanned  Lether  and  made  wares  of  lether  in  the  Countie 
of  the  Citie  of  Chester  from  time  to  time  &  att  all  times  hereafter,  so  longe 
as  he  shalbe  charged  or  chargeable  therwt'th,  or  shall  remaine  in  that  Office 
&  charge,  Accordinge  to  the  tenor,  pwrport,  effect  &  true  meaninge  of  the 
same  estatute,  And  doe  also  accomplishe,  performe,  oversee  &  put  in 
execucion  hensforth  all  mane?*  of  thinge  &  thinges,  Acte  and  Actes 
belonginge  or  appe?*tivyninge  to  the  said  Offices  accordingly  /  And  also  if 
the  said  Wifliam  Hulton,  his  executors,  administrators  &  Assigncs,  from 
time  to  time,  &  at  all  &  euery  time  and  times  hereafter  for  Ever,  Doe 
well  and  truly  exone?*ate,  acquite,  discharge,  save,  and  Harmelcs  kepe,  the 
said  Thomas  Fletcher,  Maior,  his  executors  and  administrators,  of,  for,  & 
from  all  fines,  forfeitures,  SLmet'cementes,  troubles,  suites,  Costes  and 
charges,  as  the  said  Thomas  Fletcher,  Maior,  shall  happen  to  incurr, 
sustaine,  have  or  endure,  by  ^the  adraittaunce  of  the  said  Wilk'am  Hulton 
into  the  said  Offices,  Tliat  then  this  Recognizauns  to  be  Voidc,  Or  eWea  it 
to  stande  in  full  power,  force  &  Vertuo. 

[Agreement  by  a  Hatmaker,  that,  on  his  failing  to  pay 
£12,  by  3  instalments,  his  Creditor  may  take  posses- 
sion of  his  Shop,  Tools,  and  Goods.] 

*  1597-8.    Mayor's  Book,  Chestor. 

Apud  Ciuitatcm  Cestr/e  \  Anno  ^egni  Regme  Eiiz&hetlie  1 
aeciDulo  die  Januarij       J  &c  Quadragosimo.     (1598.)      J 

»  Mf  ly.  ■  loaf  13,  back. 
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At  w7n'ch  dale  and  yere,  Jolii])  Allen,  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  Hat- 
maker,  cam  in  his  owne  proper  pe?'son  before  me,  the  maior  of  the  same 
citie,  And  acknowledged  him-self  to  be  indebted  vnto  Kobert  Fletcher,  one 
of  the  sheriffes  of  the  said  Citie,  for  money  owing  to  him,  and  of  him  to 
be  taken  vp,  Twelue  poundes  of  good  &  lawful!  money  of  england ; — And 
for  want  of  other  securitie  to  assure  the  payment  thereof  at  Easter,  mid- 
somer,  &  michelmas  next  commge,  or  w/thin  3  dales  ensuing  of  the  same 
feastes  ensuinge,  by  equall  porct'ons,  Graunted  that  the  said  Eobert  Fletcher 
shall  presently,  vpon  any  defalt,  enter  into  the  Shop  scituate  in  the 
northgatestret  wz'thin  the  said  citie  now  in  his  occupac^on,  of  the  lander*  of 
Humtfrey  Houghton  of  Manchester  in  the  countie  of  loxicaster,  merchaunt, 
and  quietly  enioye  thensforth  the  same,  being  tennau7^t  at  wille  to  the 
said  Humfrey  Houghton,  and  to  haue  as  his  owne  all  the  implemewtes  of 
goodes  therin,  and  all  the  interest  thereof,  of  the  said  John)  Allen ;  and 
thervpon  the  said  Eobe?-t  Fletcher  deliuered  to  me,  the  maior,  A  le^^re 
vnder  the  hand  and  Scale  of  the  said  Humfrey  Haughton,  of  his  assent 
&  good  will  of  the  acceptans  of  the  said  Robert  Fletcher  to  be  his 
tenc«nite  at  will  of  the  said  shop,  payinge  the  accostomed  due  Rent  there- 
fore, if  any  defalt  of  payme?zt  were  made  /  And  thervpon  it  is  now,  befor 
me,  fully  agreed  by  the  said  parties.  That  if  the  said  John)  Allen,  his 
executors,  administrators  or  Assignes,  doe  well  &  truly  content  and  paie, 
or  cause  to  be  truly  contented  and  paied,  vnto  the  said  Robe^'t  Fletcher, 
his  executors  or  assignes,  the  said  Som?>2e  of  Twelve  pounder  of  good 
and  lawfull  money  of  England,  in  maner  &  forme  aforesaid,  That  then 
the  said  John)  Allen  thensforth  to  continue  tenna?2t  at  will  of  the  said 
shop  to  the  said  Humfrey  Haughton,  as  now  he  doeth,  pa[i]nnge  the  yerely 
Rent  thereof,  and  to  retaine  the  said  implemeTites  as  his  owne  goodes ; 
And  in  defalt  of  any  of  the  said  seuerall  payme72-tes,  in  parte  or  in  all, 
over  or  after  any  of  the  said  seuerall  Feastes  dales  of  payme?zt  thereof, 
"•^and  after  the  space  of  three  dales,  euery  of  the  said  seue?-all  feastes  dales 
next  Mowing,  That  then  he,  the  said  Robert  Fletcher,  shall  enter  into 
the  said  shop,  and  all  the  impleme^ites  therin,  And  i??miediatly  from  any 
such  defalt  of  any  such  payme/it,  quietly  to  enioie  the  same  shop  as 
tenant  at  will  to  the  said  Humfrey  Haughton,  at  the  vsuall  Rent  thereof, 
and  haue  to  his  owne  vse  for  ever,  all  the  said  implementet?,  w^thout  the 
lett  or  disturbaTzs  of  the  said  John)  Allen,  his  executo?'^,  or  Assignes  ; 
And  also  fully  Agreed  by  Assent,  that  the  maior  of  the  said  Citie  of 
Chester  for  the  time  beinge,  shall  Cause  pe?'formans  of  this  agreme7^t  to  be 
had  vpon  either  side,  of  the  said  John)  Allen  &  Robe7-t  Fletcher,  Avzthout 
any  suite  in  lawe.  (gig^d  by)         Tho  :  Fletcher  maior 

1  leaf  14.  Robart  Fletcher 
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[The  Stewards  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  sent  to  Gaol, 
for  buying  Ling  and  Cod  for  their  Company,  instead 
of  letting  the  Mayor  buy  it  for  the  Citizens.] 

1 1597-8.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

28  die  Marcii  1598. 

eodem  die 

Whereas  Mastev  Maior  of  this  Citie,  as  clerk  of  the  ma?-ket  wzthin  the 

same  /  hath  bene  in  hande  to  buy  certaine  newland  fishe,  Linge  and  Cod, 

for  a  Common  bargaine,  to  the  vse  of  this  Citie :  Thomas  Lynaker  the 

yonger  and  John)  Scons,  Steward^'s  of  the  fishmongers,  haue,  vnknowen 

unto 2  the   said  Maior,  and  Vnder  hand,  Eoght  the  said  fish  for  their 

owne  vse,  &  of  their  Compeny,  out  of  Islastev  Maiors  hande.*?,  viliioh.  they 

confesse  to  be  true :  Therefore  it  is  fully  agreed  by  the  Aldermen  and 

Justices  of  peaa:e  whose  names  are  subscribed,  Tliat  the  said  Stewardes, 

for  ther  said  Offence  and  abuse,  shall  i)?"esently  be  comitted  to  the  gaile 

of  the  northgate  wztliin  the  said  Citie  :  ther  to  remaine  vntill  they  shalbe 

thens  deliuered  by  Assembly. 


Mr  Grant  Warbwrton 
Mr  Tho :  Greene 
;Mr  Wilh'am  Bird 
Mr  llidiard  Bavand 


Mr  YdX^ntine  Broughton 
Mr  John)  Fyton 
Mr  Dau[i]d  lloid 
Mr  fulk  Aldersey 


[Award  of  the  Mayor  as  to  the  possession  and  use  of  a 
Table  and  Frame.] 

'1597-8.  Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
7  die  Marcii  (1598). 
Whereas  Matter  of  Controuej'sie  Came  in  question  this  day  before 
me,  Thomas  Fletcher,  Maior  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  betwene  Katheryne 
Whitehed,  spinster,  and  Margaret  Cohlock,  wief  of  l^iioXuird  Coldock, 
shomaker,  for  and  concerning  the  riglit  of  and  vnto  a  table  and  frame  in 
tlie  possession  of  tho  said  Katheryne,  wherevnto  tho  said  Margaret 
Claymcth  i)ropertio,— I,  tlie  said  Maior,  doe,  by  Consent  of  both  the  said 
p^'/rties,  order  tliat  the  said  Kathm/«e  shall,  during  her  naturell  lief,  haue 
the  possession  and  vse  of  tlie  said  table  &  frame ;  and  after  the  decesse 
of  the  said  Katheryne,  that  tho  said  Margaret  shall  haue  and  eiiioy  the 
said  table  and  frame  to  her  owne  proj>er  vse  for  euer ;  and  that  in  the 
meane  tyme,  the  said  Katlieryne  shall  not  alter,  sell,  exchange,  or  departe 

With  the  same.  Tlio  :  Fletcher,  maior. 

»  Icof  21,  back.  »  MS.  vuunto.  »  leaf  24. 
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U597-8.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

[1598.  Letter  from  Lord  Burleigh  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Port  of  Chester,  authorising  them  to  enter,  without 
tax,  the  Gascony  wines  of  a  City  Merchant's  Widow.] 

After  my  hartie  Commendacions,  Whereas  I  vnderstand  tliat  yow 
liaue  made  scruple  to  take  entrie  of  certeine  Tonnes  of  Gascoine  wynes 
bi'ouglite  into  that  port  in  december  laste,  beinge  the  proper  goodes  of 
Ales  Massy,  wydowe,  late  wife  of  william  Massy,  merchant,  of  thai 
Cittie,  deceassed,  as  also  of  certein  other  Tonnes  of  Gascoine  wynes, 
brought  in  thither  by  william  Massey  his  sonne,  late  merchant  and  free 
citesin  of  that  Cittie,  also  deceassed,  whose  administratrix  the  said  Ales 
^Massy  is.  For-as-much  as  I  fynde  by  a  graunte  by  privy  scale,  from  hir 
maze^'tie,  dated  the  xxj**"  daye  of  maye  in  the  ninthe  yeare  of  hir  raigne, 
that  her  pleasure  is,  (for  good  Considerac/ons  in  the  said  pryvye  scale 
specified,)  That  all  merchantes  inhabitantes  and  Free  Citisins  of  tha^ 
Cittie  shalbe  freed  and  discharged  from  payment  of  any  Imposte  for 
such  wynes  as  they  bringe  into  tliat  port  /  And  Forasmuch  as  also  I 
liaue  receyved  a  Lef^re  from  the  Maior  and  Aldermen  of  that  Cittie, 
whereby  they  doe  certifye  vnto  me,  that  all  Free-mens  wydowis  of  that 
Cittie,  during  theire  Avydowhood,  by  the  Custome  of  the  said  Cittie 
Have  Vsed,  and  ought  to  have  and  enioie,  all  [such]  trades,  Fredomes,  & 
liberties  as  their  husbanded  vsed  in  their  life  tyme,  w7<ich  Custome  hath 
bene  vsed  and  allowed  of  tyme  out  of  mynde  /  Therefore,  Theise  are  to 
will  and  require  yow  to  take  entrie  of  all  the  aforesaid  wynes  of  the  said 
wydow  massies,  as  well  those  that  she  hath  as  administratrix  to  W". 
Massey,  as  of  hir  owne  proper  wynes,  w^thout  takinge  or  demaundinge 
Imposte  for  the  same  wynes.  And  this  shalbe  yowr  discharge  in  titat 
behalf  /  From,  my  howse  at  v^eBiminster  the  xiiij*''  of  Apr^7  1598. 
directed  this  Youv  loviiige  frende 

To  my  lovinge  frendes 
y^  Officers  of  y"  port  W  :  Burgheley. 

of  Chester, 
in  thend  of  that  Let^e?',  this  : 
Officers  of  y^  port  of 

Chester  ./  Tho  :  Fletcher 

written  in  that  \ettm  this  also  :  Maior 

'^cepta  per  nos,  viij  die  Maij,  per  manws 
Eichardi  Massie. 

1  leaf  28. 
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S  :  Coles 
Edw  :  Kitchin  p?'o  / 
CustcKie. 

Truly  copied  out  aud  exa??ziwed,  the  xiij*'' 
dale  of  May  1598,  by  the  comaundme?it  of 
/T/  /r/  X  Master  maior;  by  me,  Wilh'am  Knight. 

1 1597-8.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

[Fine  for  not  bringing  Brass  for  Sale  in  the  Common  Hall.] 

11  :  Maij  1598. 
Whereas  Thomas  Simon  of  the  Citie  of  Chester,  Butcher,  Lately 
bought  wzthin  the  same  Citie,  certain  Bras  ^v/i^ch  cam  from  beyond 
sea,  out  of  Ireland,  by  way  of  Marchundizes,  before  the  same  "was 
brought  to  the  common  hall  of  the  said  Citie,  contrary  to  the  orders 
of  this  Citie  in  that  behalf,  wherby  he  hatlie  forfeited  xl  s  to  this 
incorporac^on, — whose  fait  being  duly  exa??ii7id,  the  same  is  proved 
to  be  true,  wAifch  he  doeth  not  denie ;  whervpon  It  is  now  ordered 

Simon  ^^y  ^las^er  Maior,  that  he  shall  pay  the  whole  xl  s.  as  by  the  said 
ordre  is  appohited ;  and  that  in  regard  of  his  confess^n  and  sub- 
miss^on,  he  shall  haue  thereof  retorned  to  him  as  forgeven,  Twenty 
shillinges,  &  the  p  that]  by  intreaty  of  his  good  frendes. 

[Receipt  and  Forwarding  of  Letters  by  Post.] 

[The  7th  and  6th  leaves  from  the  end  of  this  1597-8  Mayor's  Book, 
liave  entries  of  the  receipt  and  dispatch  of  Letters — of  which  I  copy  the 
first  and  last  two  :] 

Post  Letti'ca  hoc  Anno. 
15  November  1597,  8  in  the  eveninge 
Then  receaued  a  pacquet  of  luettres  from  Bewmarres  by  the  handcs  of 
Richard  Makin,  directed  for  her  Mixieslies  affayrers  to  the  right  honoi'uhle 
Sir  Robert  Cecyll  his  house  : 

20  :  december  1597, — 6  in  the  eveninge 

&  gave  it  to  the  posto 
Then  Uececiued  out  of  Ireland,  a  pacquet  directed  for  her  M&iesiies 
speciall  Affaier^^,   to   the  riglit   lionorahle   Sir  Robe7-t   Cccill,    kniglit, 
principall  Secretory,  &c.,  indorsed  "post  hast,  hast,  post  hast":  Dublin 
17  :  deceinbrw  Ad  duhVmiam  (?) 

»  loaf  28.  back. 
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2P»^  of  Septemb?-e  1598.     11  :  in  Y^  night 
Bewmairis    Then  iGceved  thens,  inclosed  in  Mr  Thomas  Bulkely,  niaior 

from  y  . 

Maior  ther.  ther,  his  Le^^ie  :  2  packete*',  both  directed  for  her  Ma^e«t^e8 
affiiiers  to  the  lords  and  others  of  her  yLaiesties  moste  Honorable 
p?-zvey  councell,  wz'th  post  haste,  whereof  thon^  indorsed  "per 
Adam?«??z  J)\\\Aimensem "  &c,  \v7wcli  "vvere  maintena/nit  pe?* 
Mullinex',  Master  Maior  of  this  Cities  apponit??iewt,  deliuered 
to  Mr.  John)  Francis  to  be  posted  hens  ./ 

29  Septe?7^&er,  6  in  the  eveninge. 

'RQceaued  out  of  Ireland  3  seuerall  le^^res,  whereof  thone  for  her 
Isldiiesties  affayres,  directed  to  the  Erie  of  Essex,  Earle  Marshall  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  %ii  Eobert  Cecyll,  w^th  '  hast,  post  hast '  Adam)  Dublin) ; 
one  other  to  the  said  S^r  Eobert  Cecyll,  &  the  other  to  Cap*®  YYancis 
Stafford. 

[Gifts  of  Money  by  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council, 

1597-8:] 

2  1597.8^     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

viij**  novembrzs  1597 

Then,  by  the  appointment  of  Mr  Smith,  Mr  Greene  and 
Mr  Wra.  Aldersey — geven  to  Doctor  Canon  his  wife,  ) 
to  depart  this  City  to  Ipswich,  where  she  was  borne,  j>  vj  s  viij  d« 
w^'th  her  children,  vpon  her  promis  never  to  retorne  i 
hither  to  be  troublesom  to  this  Citie 

13  november 

Then  geven,  by  the  appoyntmewt  of  the  said  aldermen  & 

the  reste,  to  xj  soldiers  of  therle  of  Essex  men,  their       

ship  being  Caste  awaie  in  Walles,  fourteene  shillinges  ' 
vjd,  perDalby 

25  November 

Then  by  the  appoyntme?!^  of  Mr  Greene,  to  a  poore  man,  'I  . 

one  Frances  Throgmorton  ...         ...  ...         ...      J 

7  December  1597 
Then,  to  Mr.  Greene,  for  the  burial  of  Margaret  Huntington     ij  s 
^  the  one.  ^  3rd  leaf  from  end. 
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14  Decembe?* 
TlieQ  geveu  to  the  burial  of  Vddiard  ^nwmrs  Cliilde,  liim  1  .... 

r  Xlj  d? 

self  lying  bed  Rotton  ...  ...  ...  ...      J 

17  December 

Then,  by  thappoyntmewf  of  Mr  Maior,  for  the  Buryall  of 

the  said  Kichard  Gunner    ... 
Then  more  to  a  soldier  into  lancaster 

24  Decembe?' 

Tlien  more  to  a  gent,  per  man)i 

Then  to  Robe?-t  pe?-si vail,  per  manr'i 

Then  to  Peter  Buxy  [or  Bupy],  per  mauw/M^     ... 

Then  to  the  late  crier  his  sonne,  per  ma/m^z^    ... 

Then  to  cicely  Gaymestral  (?),  per  man)^ 

To  nicolsons  lame  wench 

To  wedow  Richardson,  7  Janwary  (?)  1597(-8)  ... 

To  John)  I^emor  12  January,  per  mauwrn^ 

To  ^loliard  Evans,  soldier,  one  Arme,  16  Janwa?-// (?)  per 

mam^??^^ 

To  margBxet  Stanley,  lame,  the  24*^  ZoLnuary  per  ma.wum'^ 

To  w"  Smithyman,  per  Ridley,  27  Januart/ 

To  the  Sonne  of  James  Banestr,  to  send  him  vp  to  london,  1 

>■  v  s 
per  manwy«,  7  s  Fe.  8  159(8)  ...  ..  ...      J 

214  Feb.  1597(-8) 
Then  to  Thoinaa  Slater,  per  Throp         ...  ...  ...  vj  t¥ 

18  Feb.  1597(-8) 

Then  to  2  fleminge^         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  v j  d? 

21  Feb. 

Tiien  to  a  lame  soldier,  to  london  ...  ...  ...  xij  dl 

22  Feb. 

Then   to  A  maid  of  hanbridg  vp  A  Wusnipne  (?)  per  1 

manum(?) J  ^^ 

10  Marcij  1797(-8) 
Then  geven  to  a  poore  woniaw  &  childfl  ...         ...  xij^ 

14  April  [1698] 
Then   geven   to  the   8Wordl)crer   for   Robert   Richardson,  1  . 

Thomcw  Ricliardson  elder,  his  son  ...         ...         ...      J  ^ 

*  ?  All  these  contractions  in  tho  MS.  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Davies  read  as  Maiorwi. 
'  Uack  of  leaf  3,  from  end. 
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15  April 
Tlieii,  by  ^Ir  Maiors  appoynt?^ie//^,  geven  to  aldersey  Davies,  1 
the  woiium  oi  aaint  peters  &  others  ...  ...       J 


peters 

3  maij 
Then,  by  dalby,  to  3  yorkshn^e  soldiers  ...  ...  i j  s 

Then  geven  to  a  lame  boy  to  travell  into  Lancasher  for]  .. 
cuer.  liavin":  a  sore  le^g 


iancasher  for  1  . . 

b 


5  :May.  • 

Then  geven  to  one  John  Gold  &  WilkVan  Barrat,  souldiers,     ij  s 

8  Mail 
Then   geven   to   one   Coth  (?)   Stone,  a   frend  of   Yialter 


h 


Halsalls,  at  maiores  (1)  appointme^i^ 

27  Maii 
Tlien  geven  to  John)  Hall,  Erie  of  Essex  man  ...  ...         i j  s 

3  Junii 
Then  geven  to  John)  Hill,  of  London,  lame       ...  ...         iis 

5  Junii. 
Then  geven  to  Edmund  Brickhill  ...  ...  ...         i j  s 

25  Junii 
Then  geven  to  Jo  :  Hollenbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  i j  s 

27  Junii 

Then  geven  to  Fletcher  the  sho??iake?'s  daughter  :  going  vp  | 

to  London J  ^^"^  ^  "^^ 

Tlien  geviti  to  the  buryall  of  Benetes  wife  ...  ...  xij  d? 

Then  geven  to  a  poor  crepple      ...  ...  ...  ...  vj  (J 

3  July 
To  the  wief  of  Robert  Foxall      ...  ...  ...  ...  ij  s  vj  d' 

17  July  1598 
Then  to  Cranes  wife,  her  Legg  broken  ...  ...         ...  iiij  d? 

13  July  1598 
Then  to  R  jbert  Wilson,  Smith,  &  his  wife,  dangerus  sick  vj  dl 

1  last  leaf  but  2. 
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23  July  1598 
Then  to  the  Biiryall  of  Henry  Piiiiros  his  Avives  suster,  at  \ 

Mr  Maiors  appoint?>«eiit,  &  motzons  of  Mr  W"  Wall  /-Vs. 
to  his  litle  ap2)rentice  ...  ...  ...  ...      ) 

2  Septemher  1598 
Then  to  a  poore  soldier  having  a  canker  &  pox;  by  the  )  ••/& 

'Lm'ds  Justices  Warrantt     ...  ...  ...  ...       ) 

12  Septem&e?'  1598 

To  a  woman,  for  to  Gary  her  to  Hardn,  whom.^  ...  xij  (J 

13  Sept. 

Then  to  a  sick  soldier  of  Chery  Norton  ...  ...  xij  d? 

22  Septewiier 
Then  to  a  messinger,  being  porkigell  from  bewma?^*'  (?)  iij  s  iiij  cJ 

27  ^Qi\)ieml)er 

Then  to  3  soldiers,  per  Eidley    ...  ...  ...  ...  xij  dl 

28  Se\)f ember 

Then  paid  to  3  soldiers  per  cast.  ...         ...         ...         iijs. 

more  to  2  poore  soldiers ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  xij  ($ 

20  October 
Then  to  Ric7<a?YZ  Brostr  thelder  ...         ...         ...  xij  d 

[Description  of  men  for  the  **Hue  and  Cry."] 

228  Bei)temher  1598. 
hue  &  crie 

John)  Whitlock,  a  tall  man,  wzth  a  yelow  beand  &  greene  bretche*,  & 
white  canvas  dublet,  lev[a]nd  in  norpold  (?)  vnder  cap^ew  Bingham  (?), 

rune  away 

4  Sei[>temher  1598 
Bark       AVilh'am  Yeves        j 

Christoier  Beyman  \-  ran)  away  sonday,  monday,  tcwsday  &  this  day 
Vincent  Clifford      ) 

5  Septe7n?^er 

Thonucs  Hurst,  lodging  at  Richard  Callis  (?),  Avcnt  away  before  suppe?*, 
being  A  big  black  man,  w/th  litle  hcaro  on  his  face,  blew  coat,  faste^  with 
yelow. 

'  llawarden,  home.  *  last  leat  '  fucoU  , 


9 
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Edward  Cotter  1 

John)  Phraiy     )  I 

Jolui)  Ileanies    ^  of  Sir  Hichard  Bingliam  las  compa«?/  (?)  | 

Jolni)  Morris      \ 
Henry  Gosely  '' 
WiUiam   Eoale^,  we'tli   a   yeuhvisli  licare   &  beard,  &  a   long  lock 
tyed  vp. 

John)  Sharpe,  a  tall  bigg  fellow  with  a  col  (?)  meis  cheek  his  Colouree. 
John)  Bassel  of  nieane  stature/  well  set,  &  a  paier  of  whitish  hose,  all 
luste  (?)  about  his  pocket. 

Henry  Hove,  levid  out  of  Tinstwick  in  Buckiiigham,  vnder  capt;ine 
Ric7/arJ  Evans. 

13  Oatoher 
Euckingham     Richard  Gardener  of  Wendover  |        r  o    4y    j 
'Willia?y^  Squire  of  AVickhani       J 

[Distribution  of  Lady  Savage's  and  Robert  Offlee's  Gifts 

to  the  Poor.]  | 

2  1597-8.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester.  | 

23  December  1597  I 


The  Lady  Savage,  her  guifte  amonges  the  poore 

Theis. 


S*  Maries  ward  xxx  s. 

S*  01a?;es  ward  xxxv  s. 

S*  Bride?'  ward  xx  s. 

S*  Michaels  ward  xv  s. 

S'  Johns  warde  xl  s. 

S*  Giles  ward  xxxv  s. 


Thestgate  ward  xxx  s 

North  XX  s. 

S'.  Thomas  ward  xxxs. 

S*  Oswaldes  ward  xxx  s. 

Trynitie  ward  xxv  s 

S*  M«f<?'tens  ward  xxx  s. 
note,  XX.  s.  in  Mr  Maiors  hande**  besides  this. 

note,  Margaret  Hocknell,  alias  ma?*ten,  had  iij  s  iiij  d,  which  I 
deliuered  to  Mr  Maier  of  Mr  Offles  money,  but  it  must  be  said  of  my  lady 
Savage  guifte. 

3  23  December  1597. 

Then  the  Distribution  of  Mr  Robert  Offices  Device  of  xi"  to  20 
poore  people  having  bene  free  of  this  Citie  for  20  yeares  at 
the  least. 
S*  niarys  ward  +  (1)  John)  Bingley  xs  &  (2)  RafF  Jenson  xs. 
S'  Oswald  ward  -f-  (3)  Hugh  Stockto/^  x  s,   (4)  Thomas  Poole  x*  (5) 
Wilk'«m  Kirkes. 
1  MS.  statut.        2  11th  leaf  from  end.         3  back  of  11th  leaf  from  end. 
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S*  Johns  ward  -f  (6)  Eaff  Baxter  xs  &  Ind  H})  (7)  liichard  Bird 

S'  Giles  ward  -f  (8)  Packard  Broster  thelder  x  s. 

Thestgate  ward  +  (9)  Willmm  Greene  +  (10)  Edward   alien  (?),   (11) 

wedoue  Wilcok  &  (12)  'RkJtard  Anion 
S*  Olas  (13)  Eobert  Sieves  xs. 
S*  Brid^'*'  (14)  Henry  Puners  (?)  x  s 
S*  Thomas  (15)  w^edew  Coventree  [xs.] 
S'  michaels  //  (16)  Geotf?-e^  Dod  xs 
north  4-  (17)  nn'b'trts  Sedgwick 
S*  martens  +  (18)  wedow  Eues  &  (19)  wedow  loy 
Trinitiii  -\-  (20)  lloger  Bryne 


[Order  by  Justices  of  the  Peace,  at  Sessions,  that  a  well- 
off  Son  shall  pay  his  poor  old  Father  20s.  a  Quarter, 
and  give  him  a  Gown.] 

1598-9.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

[Sessions  of  24  Oct.,  27  Oct.,  and  6  Nov.  1598.] 

Memorandum,  that  At  the  same  Sessions,  Eichard  Broster  thelder,  of 
the  Citie  of  Chester,  Tanner,  wholy  decaied  and  in  greate  yeares,  is 
become  Immble  suter  vuto  the  said  Justices  of  peaxe  for  liis  sustenanns 
and  reliff,  accordinge  to  the  Baste  estatute  thereof  made  /  AVlierevpon,  his 
state,  yeres,  and  former  Callinge  and  Countenaunce  beinge  deliberately 
M'ayed  and  Considered,  and  the  welth  and  liabilitie  of  Eichard  Broster,  of 
the  said  Citie,  Tanner,  his  sonne  and  heire,  Likewise  knowcn,  and  tlie 
pointe  also  of  the  said  estatote  in  that  behalf,  well  pervsed,  and  sucho 
liis  smale  yerely  paymentes  which  the  said  liichard  Broster  thelder  hath, 
(fe  have  had,  besides  tliis  his  hnmble  suite  /  both  of  the  said  liichard  liis 
Sonne,  for  his  interest  of  liis  lands,  as  that  come  of  the  Curtesy  of  Thomas 
Antrobus,  gentleman,  to  be  bestowed  vpon  liim,  allowed  &  considered,  It 
is  fuly  Concluded,  ordered  and  appointed  at  this,  her  Maiesttes  generall 
Sessions,  by  tlie  said  Justices  in  their  open  Sessions  and  full  sittinge, 
That  the  said  liichard  Broster,  the  yonger,  shall  gcve  and  pais  yerely  vnto 
the  said  B,ichard  Broster,  thelder,  duringe  the  Lief  of  the  said  "Richard 
Broster  tlielder,  Twentie  shillinges  of  leafull  money  of  England,  quarterly, 
wliereof  the  lirste  quartt^r  to  bo  paied  in  hand,  over  &  beside*  liis  former 
allowances  &  paymewte^,  and  shall  also  gave  vnto  him  A  convenient 
gowne,  as  so  ordered  Ijy  the  said  Justices,  vpon  the  paino  men»;*oned  in 
the  said  ostaiutc.     [3U  Eliz.  ch.  3  :  see  extract,  p.  182.] 


174     English  Entries  from  the  Mayors  Books,  Chester,  160 


Ric*.  Rathburiie  Maior 
Thomas  Greiie 
WilU'am  Bird 
Robert  Brerewode** 
Davyd  Lloyd. 
Wilk'am  Aldersey. 

[Order  against  a  Plaintiff  for  not  being  ready  for  the 
Trial  of  his  Cause.] 

11600.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester.  ; 

(After  an  entry  of  14  July,  1600.) 
It  is  ordered,  att  this  court  of  Portmote,  by  the  saied  court,  that  in 
respect,  wilUam.  Alcocke,  Elizabeth  Jeffereyes,  widowe,  and  George  Heath, 
defendants,  att  the  suite  of  willmm  Dunsterfield,  in  a  plainte  of  eiectiowe 
ferme,  had  warninge  to  be  ready  for  triall  of  the  saied  cause  att  this 
Portmote  court,  &  are  ready  with  their  counsell  learned;  &  the  saied 
l^Iaintiff  not  ready,  &  not  furnislied  for  tryall;  that  tlie  saied  ])lainUff 
shall  either  paie  vnto  the  saied  defe?ic?cmts  the  som??2e  of  xs.  for  their, 
chardges  of  their  counsell  learned,  for  this  dale,  or  els  the  saied  cause  not 
to  be  tryed  vppon  the  writtes  already  oute  for  the  Jury,  sued  oute  by  the 
plrtmt^'^",  butt  the  dQiendani^  to  sue  oute  a  writte  of  veing  far^  &  other 
written,  with  a  provisoe  that  if  twoe  writte."?  come,  thone  shalbe  only 
executed.  And  the  cause,  if  either  the  x  s.  be  paied,  or  els,  if  the  same 
not  paied,  &  the  saied  written'  be  sued  oute  by  the  defe?i(?awts,  to  be  tryed 
vppon  mondaie,  beinge  the  viij**^  dale  of  September  next. 

[Bonds  to  produce,  on  warning,  Patrick  Ford,  a  Dublin 
Merchant  come  to  Chester,  and  not  let  him  leave 
without  the  Mayor's  license.] 

31600.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
Cora??i  Henrico  Hardware,  'dvmigero,  Maiore  ciuitat^?  Cestri'e,  xiiij"  Augustz 

1600,  Anno  Regni  Re^me  Elizabethe  &c  xlij'^". 
\In  margin-]  com^aruUe  et  relaxatur  pe?-  Maiore??^  supra  scriptw*'  obli- 
gator sequent  in  hoc  libro. 
Patrick  Poord,  de  Ciuitate  Dublyn  in  regno  Hibernie,  mercator, 
Robe7'#us  Bennett,  de  Ciuitate  Cestrie,  drape?*,  et  JlanduJfus  Ince  de 
eadem,  draper,  Cognoverunt  se  debere  domine  'Regiiie  Centu??i  libras 
legalis  monete  Anglie,  sub  Condiciorie  sequen^z  /  viz. 

^  leaf  43,  back.  -  ?  venire  facias  ^  leaf  50. 
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That  the  said  Pattrick  Foord  shall  not  depa^'te  out  of  this  Citie  of 
Chester,  without  the  specciall  licence  of  Henry  Hardware,  Esquire,  niaior 
of  this  Cittie  of  Chester ;  and  alsoe  that  the  said  Pattrick  ^halbe  ready  to 
appeare  within  xij  howres  before  the  said  maior,  vppon  warninge  geuen 
at  any  of  the  houses  of  the  said  Eob6'7-te  Bennett  &  Eandle  Ince,  scituate 
in  the  said  Cittie  of  Chester,  and  not  to  departe  without  licens. 

Coram  maiore  xiiij  Augusts,  1600. 
[In  margin  .•]  Compa?'w^Y  et  relaxatur  vt  supra  dictum. 

Aiexandej'  Cappock,  de  Ciuitate  Dublyn,  in  regno  hibe?'nie,  mercator, 
'WiWelmus  Den  wall  de  Ciuitate  Cestrz'e,  drape?*,  et  Thoinam  [sic]  Tom- 
lynson  de  eadem,  Cowp^r,  tenendij  dominQ  Rer/me  in  C"  sub  Condicz'owe 
sequence,  videlicet  : 

The  Condic/on  is,  that  the  said  Alexander  Cappock  shall  not  depa?'te 
out  of  the  Cittie  of  Chester  without  the  licence  of  the  niaior  of  Chester ; 
and  alsoe  that  the  said  Cappock  shalbe  ready — wz'thin  xij  howers  after 
warning  geuen  at  any  of  the  howses  of  the  said  Denwnll  &  Thomlynson 
scituate  in  the  Cittie  of  Chester — to  apeare  before  the  said  Maior,  and 
not  to  depart  without  licence. 

[Entries  of  Writs  of  Error.] 

^(Portinote  Plea.,  Monday,  25  Aug.  1600.) 
A  writt  of  error  pro  Johanne  Anderton  uersus  Humfred«?ri  Stubbes, 

dated  att  Chester  the  xviij***  of  August  xlij*^°  &c  primo  die  proxi??ie 

Sessioni^. 

A  writt  of   error  pro  Henrico  Manley,  generoso,  Mersvs  Henricu7?i 

Hamnet,  defende«^e/«,  dated  att  Chester  the  xix'^'*  of  August  xlij'*''  &c 

primo  die  proxme  Sessionis. 

[Bond  to  secure  the  appearance  of  Patrick  Ford,  on  his 
return  to  Dublin,  before  the  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland.] 

21600.  Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
Nouerint  vniuerw  per  presentee,  nos,  Patricino  Foord,  de  ciuitate  Dublin, 
in  regno  Hibernio,  me7*cator,  et  Alexander  Cappock,  do  cimtafe 
Dublin  ^redide  in  dic^o  regno  Ilibernio,  mercator,  toneri  et  firmiter 
obligari  Serenissime  et  excellentissime  princesae  Elizabothe,  del 
gmcia,  Anglic,  Fraunco  et  Hibernio  Ilefjino,  fidei  dofensori,  &c,  <fcc  in 
Quingeutw  libris  bono  et  legalis  nionote  Anglie,  Solvendw  eidem 
1  loaf  {;3.  >  loaf  55. 
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^omhiQ  l^erjine,  aiit  suo  certo  attornato,  hemdibus  vel  snccesBoiibiis 

suis.     Ad  quamquid  soluciowem  bene  et  fidehYer  faciendawi,  Obli- 

gamus  nos,  et  vtrumque  iio^frum  per  se,  pro  toto  et  in  solido,  herede*', 

executores  et  adniinistratores  nostroB,  et  lierede;?,  executore^*  et  ad- 

niinistratores  vtriusqwe  nostrum,  firmiter  per  presentes.     Sigillis  nos- 

tr'is  sigillatw?'.     Datum  tertio  die  Septenibrzs,   Anno   regni  domhiQ 

nostre  Elizabethe,  dei  gracia,  Anglie,  Fraunce,  et  Hibernie  Re^me, 

fidei  defensor/^*,  &c,  Quadragesimo  secundo  / 

Tlie  condicz'on  of  this  obligacton  is  such,  That  yf  the  aboiie  bounden 

Patrick  Foord  doe,  within  one  daie  next  after  his  arrivall  att  the  citty  of 

Dublin  in  the  reahne  of  Ireland,  personally  appeare  before  the  Lo?'rtI 

Mountioye,  LonZ  deputie  of  the  saied  realnie  of  Ireland,  to  aiinsweare  to 

such  matters  as  on  her  Maiest/es  behalf  shalbe  obiected  against  him,  and 

then  &  there  doe  attend,  &  not  departe  withoute  license,  yf  he,  the  saied 

Lore?  deputie,  shalbe  then  att  the  saied  citty  of  Dublin ;  And  yf  he,  the 

saied  Lo?y/  Deputie,  shall  not  then  be  att  the  saied  citty.  Then,  yf  the 

saied  Patrick  Foord  doe  personally  appeare  before  the  saied  Lore?  Deputy 

within  one  daie  next  after  his,  the  saied  ~Lord  deputies  comminge  vnto 

the  saied  citty,  to  aunsweare  to  such  matters  as  shalbe  obiected  against 

him  as  aforesaied,  and  then  and  there  doe  attend,  &  not  depa?-te  withoute 

licence;  Yf  he  the  saied  Lorti  deputy  shalbe  att  the  saied  citty  within 

one  moneth  next  after  the  saied  next  arryvall  of  him  the  saied  Patrick 

Foord  att  the  same  citty ;  And  yf  itt  happen  the  saied  Lord  Deputy  not 

to  be  att  the  saied  citty  of  Dublin  att  the  saied  next  arryvall  of  him,  the 

saied  Patrick  Foord,  as  aforesaied,  nor  within  one  moneth  after,  Then, 

yf  he  the  saied  Patrick  Foord  doe  personally  appeare  before  the  Queeines 

maiiesUes  counsell  of  the  saied  realme  of  Ireland,  att  the  end  of  the  saied 

moneth  next  after  the  saied  arryvall  of  him,  the  saied  Patrick  Foord,  att 

the  saied  citty  of  Dublin,  then  &  there  to  aunsweare  the  causes  &  matters 

aforesaied,  and  then  &  there  doe  attend,  &  not  depa?-te  withoute  license. 

That  then  this  p?'esente  obligacion  to  be  voied  &  of  none  effect,  Or  els  to 

stand  &  abide  in  full  force  &  vertue  / 

The  like  bond  from  the  aboue-bounden  Alexande)'  Cappocke,  wherein 
the  aboue-boundcTZ  Patrick  Foord  is  also  bounde?z  for  him  as  his 
surety,  in  the  like  penalty  vnto  her  mazestie  for  his  appe?'aunce, 
mutat^s  mutand^s. 
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[Order  for  Stay  of  a  Trial  till  Counsel  are  appointed 
on  each  side.] 

1 1600.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

xxv''  die  Augusti,  1601  (1  1600  :  other  dates  after,  as  well  as 
before,  are  1600). 

Att  which  Portmote  it  is  ordered  by  Mr  Maior  &  Mr  Eecorder,  that 
the  matter  betweene  James  Banester,  plaintiff,  and  John  Langdale,  clerke, 
Defendant,  administTSitov  of  the  goodes  &  cattells  of  Thomas  Whalley 
deceased,  beinge  putt  on  for  tryall  this  Portmote,  shalbe  stayed  as  well 
this  court,  as  other  courtes  hereafter,  vntill  that  there  be  counsell  Learned 
to  speake  &  pleade  on  both  sides,  because  that  the  Yssue  ioyned  is  a 
plene  administrauit,  and  requireth  counsell  to  sett  forth  the  cause  on  both 
sides,  soe  as  neither  partie  be  wronged  therein. 

[Order  that  the  Keeper  of  the  Conduit  shall  let  the  Stalls 
near  it  and  take  their  rents,  he  cleaning  the  Street 
thro  it,  and  paying  8^.  a  year.] 

2  1600.  Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
Secundo  die  Octobn's  1600.  Anno  'Rer/ni  llegine  Elizabethe  &c  xlij*^°. 
Memorandwrn,  that  the  daie  &  yeare  aboue  written,  yt  was  ordered 
betweene  Richard  Woodcocke,  cryer  of  this  Citty,  and  Jaspe?-  Gilla???, 
yeoman  of  the  Pentice  of  this  citty,  by  Henry  Hardware,  esquier,  Maior 
of  this  citty,  &  Wilk'«m  Aldersey,  Alderman,  by  &  with  the  assent  & 
consent  of  the  saied  parties,  That  the  saied  Jasper  Gilla??^  shall  from 
henceforth,  duringe  soe  longe  time  as  he  shall  continewo  in  his  office  of 
keepinge  the  conduyt,  haue  the  settinge  &  lettinge  of  the  stalls  att  the 
conduyt  of  the  saied  citty  of  Chester,  And  yearely  to  haue  &  take  to  his 
owne  vse,  the  rent,  benefite  &  proffitt  thereof,  withoute  gainesayinge  or 
clayme  of  the  saied  "Richard  Woodcocke  tberevnto;  In  considerac/on 
whereof,  it  is  ordered,  by  assent  as  aforesaied,  that  the  saied  Jaspe?* 
ij'iWam  shall  yearely,  duringe  tlie  time  aforesaied,  keepe  &  make  cleane 
the  streete  anidest  the  saied  conduyt  vnto  the  chanell.  And  shall  also 
yearely,  att  the  feastes  of  the  Natiuity  of  S'.  John  Baptiste  <fe  S*  Michnell 
the  Archaungell,  paie  or  cause  to  bo  paied  vnto  the  saied  Kichai'd  Wood- 
cocke, for  <fe  duringe  soe  longe  time  as  ho  shall  continewe  in  his  saied 
office,  the  yearely  rent  of  viij  s,  by  oven  &  equall  porctons.  And  it  is 
further  ordered  by  assent  as  aforesaied,  That  if  the  saied  rent  bo  behindo 

>  leaf  56,  back.  »  leaf  69. 
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&  vnpaied,  in  pa?'te  or  in  all,  by  the  space  of  iiij*^""  dales  next  over  or 
after  either  of  the  saied  feaste  dales  in  Avhlch  the  same  ought  to  be  paled, 
That  then,  &  from  thenceforth,  it  shall  be  lawfuU  to  &  for  the  saied 
'Richard  Woodcocke  to  haue  the  settinge  &  lettinge  of  the  saied  stalls, 
and  to  haue  &  take  the  rent,  benefite  &  proffitt  thereof  to  his  owne  vse. 
H.  Hardware 

maior  Wilk'am  Aldersey 

[Promise  tliat  a  Mariner  and  his  Bark  and  Crew  sliall 
be  ready  by  25  July  1600,  for  the  Queen's  service.] 

^1600.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 
xj°  Julij  1600. 

Memorandum,  that  the  dale  and  yeare  aboue  saied,  Thomas  Eevington 
of  the  cittie  of  Chester,  bearbruer,  did  geve  his  word  &  promisse  vnto 
Henry  Hardware,  esquior,  Maior  of  the  citty  of  Chester,  and  becamde 
suerty  that  Christoiev  Hood  of  the  citty  of  Chester,  Maryner,  slialbe 
ready  with  his  barque,  &  himself  &  his  servantes,  the  xxv**^  of  this 
instant  July,  ffoor  to  be  ymployed  in  her  majesties  service  as  occasion 
shalbe  niynistred. 

[Receipt  of  9^.  Sd.  for  the  Highway-rate.] 
vitijno  2j^eceaved  by  me,  Ellis  Wilk'ams,  of  Will/ams  Sare,  constable 

Septem&ris         /.m--  -i       ^  c-  •••   -i 

1600  of  Trmity  ward,  the  som?7ze  of  ix  s.  vnj  d,  parcel  of  the  money 

collected  for  the  mendinge  of  the  high  waies,  sessed  in  Mr 
Smithes  Mayralty,  ix  s.  viij  d'. 

[Receipt  and  Forwarding  of  Letters  by  Posts.] 

*1600.     Mayor's  Book,  Chester. 

Post  Le^^res  hoc  Anno. 

3  December,  5  in  the  evening,  geven  to  the  post  8. 

'Receiued  by  the  handes  of  Thomas  Lynaker,  one  pacquet  of  httres 

dyrected  for  her  Msiiesties  affayres,  to  the  right  honorable  the  Juordes  and 

others  of  her  Maiestz'es  moste  honorable  priuey  Counsayle,  with  an  other 

'LettTQ  dyrected  to  the  lord  high  Thiesurei  of  England,  for  her  Ma2f?stie3 

seruice,  both  subscrybed  by  S^r  George  Cary,  knight,  with  '  post  haste,' — 

which  were  sent  away  by  poste. 

1  leaf  166.  ^  jg^f  178.  »  leaf  181. 
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6  of  December  1599,  at  9  in  the  night. 
F^eceiued,  one  pacquet  of  Le^fres  per  poste  dyrected  to  Mr.  Maior, 
wherein  was  enclosed  a  pacquet  dyrected  for  her  Maiesties  affayres  to  the 
'Lordes  Justices  of  Ireland,  sent  over  by  Christoiei  Hoole. 

26  of  December  1599,  at     in  thafter  noone. 
'Receiued  one  pacquet  directed  for  her  Mazesties  se^-uice  to  the  Lore? 
Mountioy. 

29  of  December  1599,  at  iij®  in  thafter-noone :  geven  to  the  poste  vj. 
'Receiued  one  pacquet  of  'Lettves  by  thandes  of  Robert  Gill,  directed 
for  her  Ma/e^ties  affayres  to  the  J^ordes  of  her  Maiesties  moste  honorable 
priuey  Counsayle. 

31  December,  at  1  afternoone  geven  to  the  poste. 
Receiued  then  a  pacquet  of  le^^es  by  the  handes  of  WillzVmi  Griffeth, 
a  pacquet  of  le^^res  dyrected  for  her  Maiesties  affayres  to  the  ILordes  of 
her  Maiesties  moste  honorable  priuey  counsayle,  subscrybed  by  Szr  George 
Gary,  knight. 

17  December,  at  2  in  tliQ  afternoone, 

Receiued  one  pacquet  of  le/^res  by  the,  handes  of  the  post  of  Chester 
from  Sir  George  Gary  to  sir  Robe?*t  Cecyll ;  another  from  the  sheryfe  of 
Chesshyre  to  the  lordes  of  the  pryvy  Counsell, 

30  December  1599. 
Receiued  one  pacquett  of  Le//res  dyrected  for  her  'M.aiesties  special  1 
affayres  to  S/r  George  Carey,  knight,  one  of  the  Jjordes  Justices  and 
Threswrer  at  warres  in  Ireland,  vfhich  was  deliuered  vnto  one  Mr.  Robert 
Lenoster,  seruant  to  the  luord  Chauncellor  of  Ireland. 

B.  Leycester. 

^xxxj™"  Maij  1600,  att  one  of  the  clocke  in  the  Afternoone. 
Receiued  one  packquet  by  the  handes  of  John  Ellart  of  Wasliford  in 
Ireland,  which  was  deliue?*ed  him  by  Sir  Arthur  Chichester  att  Carrick- 
fergus,  to  be  conveyed  by  the  poste  to  Sir  Roberto  Cecill ;  which  was, 
pre^entley  vppon  the  receipt  thereof,  deliue?*ed  to  the  postma/i  to  be  con- 
veyed accordingly. 

m'f*  Junij  1600,  from  the  Lo?vZe8  of  the  counsel!. 
Receiued  one   pacquet  of   lettreB  directed  to   Sir   Henry  Dockwra, 
Knight,  att  Lough  foile;  &  deliuered  to  Guylo  to  be  convoyed 

accordingly. 


loaf  181,  back. 
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xxiij*"  August!  1600,  from  the  Ijordes  of  the  counsell. 
'Receiued  one  pacquet  of  le^/res  directed  to  the  "Lord  Mountioie,  Lore? 
deputie  of  Ireland ;  &  deliuered  to  Wilh'am  Frauncis  the  Postboie. 

eode?7^  die  et  anno. 
'Receiued  one  le^^re  from  the  lord  Thresz^rer  directed  to  the  LorJ 
deputie  of  Ireland,  &  deliue?*ed  the  same  daie  to  the  saied  Postboie. 

1578] 
^The  names  of  those  that  have  landes  w?'thin  the  Countie 
of  Chester,  and  do  not  dwell  within  the  same. 
In  primis,  the  Queues  majestic,  bothe  of  the  Erledome  of  Chester  and 
Duchie  of  Lancaster,  and  the  Forrest  of  Macclesfelde  &  Dalamere. 
Item,  the  Earle  of  Darbye. 
Item,  Szr  Christofer  Hatton. 
Item,  S^'r  Gilbert  Jerrarde  [Gerrard]. 
Item,  S^r  Edmonde  Trafford. 
Item,  S^?•  John  Eatclif. 
Item,  S^r  Arthure  Manwaringe. 
Item,  M"*.  Talbot. 

Item,  M"".  Neadame  of  Shentone  [Shevington]. 
Item,  M"".  Gratwood. 
Item,  M'.  Corbet. 
Item,  M''.  Meverill. 
Item,  M''.  Willoughbie. 
Item,  M''.  Leighe  of  Shorleye. 

Item,  M"".  Stanley,  sonne  and  heire  to  S^r  Thomas  Stanleye. 
Item,  M''.  Maker. 
'      Item,  M'".  Butler. 
Item,  M''.  Mordaynte. 

Note,  that  Chessheire  is  but  in  lengthe  Fyftie 
miles ;  and  xvj.  in  bredth  in  y®  brodest  place. 

[The  Queen's  Cheshire  Wards  in  1578  ?] 

Theis  vnder  written  are  the  queues  warden. 
Bothe  of  Dunham^e. 
Daniell  of  Tableye. 
]N"ewton  of  Pewnal  [Pownall]. 

^  From  State  Papers,  Domestic,  Elizabeth,  Vol.  cxxvii.,  No.  89. 
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Hassall  of  Haiikelowe. 
Gravenowr  of  Eaton. 
Marie  Somerforde. 
Starkeye  of  Wrenburye,  lunaticke. 
[Endorsed  /]  Names  of  suclie  as  have  landes  in 
Chessliyre,  and  dwell  not  there. 


1549  (June?),  Petition  of  the  Men  of  Staines,  Middlesex, 
that  their  Bridge  over  the  Thames  may  not  be  wholly- 
broken  down. 

[State  Papers,  Domestic,  Edward  VI.,  Vol.  vii.,  No.  46.] 

To  the  right  honorable  lorde**  of  the  Kinge^  Majesties  moost  hono?-able 
pWvie  Counceill. 

In  their  moost  humble  wise,  besechen  and  sheweii  vnto  yowr  good 
lordsbippes,  yowr  Oratowrs  Thinhabitauntes  of  the  Towne  of  Stanys  in  the 
Countie  of  Middlesex  /  That  where  yowr  said  Oratowrs  haue  receyved 
Comaundement  from?»e  my  lorde  Protectowr  [Somerset],  in  the  Kinge^' 
grace*'  name,  to  pluck  vpp  the  Comen  bridge  at  Stanys,  for  the  saufgarde 
of  the  Realme,  as  they  allege,  frome  enymyes,i  whiclie  ys  and  wilbe  to 
thutter  vndoyng  and  distruccione  of  alle  the  lioole  Towne  and  Countrie 
therabowtea  /  And  the  saide  Bridge  is  yett  staled,  parte  of  it,  vpone^ 
that  the  saide  Towne  of  Stanys  hathe  p?'c^mysed  to  sende  owte  a  Scowte, 
to  discrye  yf  any  Armye  be  comyng  that  waio  /  In  consideracione  wherof, 
it  maie  please  yowr  good  lordshipps  to  signitie  vnto  yo?^r  said  Oratowrs, 
your  lordshippes  pleusowrs  herin,  and  what  yoz^r  said  Oratowrs  shall  do 
therein  /  And  yowr  said  Oratowrs  shall  dailly  praie  vnto  almightio  Jhesu 
for  the  prosperous  p-eseruacione  of  your  good  lordshippes.  / 

[Endorsed  .•]  The  8upplicacio[n]  of  the  men  of  Stanes. 

[This  Petition  is  not  lugd  in  here  because  Staines  has  anything  to 
do  with  Cheshire;  but  because  I  was  born  at  Egham,  two  miles  from 
Staines,  and  have  often  crost  the  present  bridge,  and  (I  believe)  the  old  one 
before  it,  further  down  the  river.    Also,  as  Deo  Bridge  is  muntiond  above, 

*  Tlie  rining  in  the  West.  Cp.  (Juno  24)  Instructions  to  I^nl  Russell  (Lord 
Privy  Seal)  for  the  government  of  the  Western  counties  of  Devon,  Cornwall,  Somerset, 
and  l)orHet,  ami  for  HU|»[)reHHiiig  the  diHuH'cetion  ami  commotious  there. — ibitl.  .luno 
29.  Guildford,  Henry  Karl  of  Arundel  to  Sir  Wm.  Petre.  The  eountry  remains  "iu 
a  quavering  (juiet." — ibid.     See  my  Hal  lads  from  MHil.f  p.  110*117. 

'  For  the  reason,  because. 
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p.  92,  I  think  this  Petition  shows  how  the  Chester  folk,  if  they  were 
never  actually  cald  on  to  destroy  their  Bridge,  may  well  have  feard  tliat 
they  would  he,  in  times  of  trouble  in  Wales.^  At  any  rate,  the  Staines 
incident  is  an  illustration  of  the  lively  times  of  the  16th  Century  in 
Enghmd.] 

1  But  the  ordinary  incursion  from  Wales  would  be  further  South,  I  suppose. 


Note  to  Page  173. 

p.  173.  The  Laste  Estatute.  This  is  the  39th  of  Elizabeth,  chapter  3,  a.d.  1597-8, 
*An  Acte  for  the  Reliefe  of  the  Poore.'  §  7  has  the  later  side-note  "Parents  or 
Children  shall  maintain  their  Relations  ;  Penalty,  205.  per  Month,"  and  is  ''And  be 
yt  further  enacted.  That  the  Parents  or  Children  of  every  poore,  olde,  blynde,  lame, 
&  impotent  pe?*son,  or  other  poore  person  not  able  to  worke,  beinge  of  sufficyent 
Ability,  shall,  at  their  owne  Chardges,  releive  &  maintayne  every  such  poore  person, 
in  that  manner  &  accordinge  to  that  Rate,  as  by  the  Justices  of  Peace  of  that  County 
where  such  sufficyent  persons  dwell,  or  the  greater  nomber  of  them,  at  there  gencrall 
Quarter  Sessions  shall  be  assessed  ;  upon  payne  that  every  one  of  them  to  forfeit  xxs. 
for  every  monethe  which  they  shall  fayle  therein." 

The  Statute  ends  :  ' '  Provided  allwayes,  That  this  Acte  shall  endure  no  longer 
then  to  the  ende  of  the  nexte  Session  of  Parlyament." — Record  edn..  Vol.  IV,  Pt.  ii, 
p.  897-9.  The  Act  was  enlarged  and  re-enacted  by  43  Eliz.,  c.  3,  which  is  the  only 
one  given  by  Pulton  in  his  edition  of  the  Statutes,  1636,  a  folio  that  often  disappoints 
the  searcher  for  old  enactments. 
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I.    CHILD-MAKRIAGES.     §  l.  Divorces.     No.  21  K 
Alexander  Osboston  v,  Margaret  Osboston  or  Hothersall. 

[This  should  havefollowd  the  former  Deposition  on  p.  35  above.] 
^  Exa??imaciowes  testiu??i,  capte  covain  Magistio  Leche,  xvij  Maij,  supe?* 

sumaria  peticzo?ze  ex  pa?'te  Alexandri  Osboson  contra  Margsnetam 

Hothersall.  1565. 
Georgius  Coke,  parochie  de  Lowe,  etatis  xlij  smnoTiim,  novit  pa?'tes  a 
puericijs  earunde??i.  ^xnminatus  super  allegac/o?«e  sive  sumaria  peticzowe, 
&c,  Dicit,  that  he  well  knowes  that  the  said  Alexander  and  Margaret 
were  marled  together  in  the  parish  churche  of  Lowe,  about  ix  yeres  ago, 
hie  Sir  Thomas  Frenche,  Minisier  there ;  the  said  Aloxander  beinge  at 
the  same  tyme  about  thage  of  xi  yeres, — whidi  ho  knowes  Avell,  bie  thngo 
of  a  child  of  his  owne,  borne  about  the  same  tyme  ;  and  also  this  deponent 
was  then  seruawnt  w^th  the  Ladie  Osboson,  w^th  whom  the  said  Alexarw?er 
then  remayned,  at  tyme  of  the  said  mariage, — and  the  said  Margaret  was 
about  or  vnder  vij  yeres  of  age,  to  this  depone?/te^  iudgment,  which  well 
knewe  her,  and  viewed  her  bodie;  and  the  said  Margaret  was  borne  in  a 
womans  armos  to  the  churche  to  be  maried.  And  further,  this  deponent 
saies,  tliat  the  said  pa?'ties  did  neuer  cohabitt  together,  nor  neuer  -had 
caniall  act  together,  or  thono  fansied  thother ;  insomuche,  that  tliis 
deponcTi/, — botho  afore  he  came  to  Lawfull  age,  and  sins, — hatli  hard  the 
said  AloxawJer  report  and  say,  *  lie  cold  not  fansye  the  saide  Margaret,  nor 
cold  not  Love  her  as  his  wief ' ;  wherbio  ho  [George  Coke]  vcrilio  thinke«» 
the  marriage  was  neuer  ratified  betweno  them,  now  oat  dociuSf  won  con- 
ductzitf,  non  cons&nguinetuif  non  afTmis,  no?;  curat  &'', 

»  leaf  226  (Plccope's  No.  115).  »  loaf  226,  back. 
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Thomas  Smith,  ^arochie  de  Sampshuiy,  etatis  xxxij  'dimomm,  novit 
])artem  actricem  xv  mmis,  et  i>arteni  mam  vij  an7iis.  ExarainaLtiui,  &c, 
This  depone^^t  saies,  that  he  was  seruaiit  wzth  the  Ladie  Osboson,  where 
Alexande7'  Osboson  then  remayned,  at  the  tyme  the  said  Ahxancler  and 
M«?*garet  Hothersall  were  maried  together  in  Lowe  churche.  et  quoad 
efficiu??i  dkte  allegaczowis,  concordat  in  o?/mibz^  et  per  oinnia  cum  Georgio 
Coke,  p?-(Sconteste  suo.     iion  est  doctws,  no?*  tenens,  &c. 

11.    TEOTHPLIGHTS. 

11.   Katherine  Strete  v.  Nicolas  Jepson. 

'^B.esponsio7ies  perso7iales  Nicho^ai  Jepson,  supe/-  positiomhus  et  UTtzculis 
\ibel\i  ex  pa?'te  KateWwe  Strete  contra  ipsum  oblat^,  capte  covam  Ma- 
gistxo  Koberto  Leche,  Artiu??z  Magistio,  &*=,  xv°  Januarij  1561  [-2]. 
Ad  p?^zma??i  pos^Y^onem,  This  respondent  sais,  that  he  and  Katerine 
Strete  have  bene  in  the  house  of  John  Aynsworthe,  and  after,  Hichard 
Aynsworth  house,  in  companie  eche  with  other,  twise  or  thrise,  bie 
Reason  that  this  Jiespondent  was  a  neybowr  bie,  and  li^athei'ine  Strete 
was  suster  vnto  Hichard  Aynsworthis  wief.  and  apon  a  tyme,  this 
resplendent,  beynge  fullie  mynded  at  that  season  to  niarrie  the  said 
'Kathei^ine,  did,  bie  his  faithe  and  trouthe,  takinge  the  said  l^athei'ine  bie 
the  hand,  p?'omysse  that  he  wold  niarrie  her  in  the  face  of  the  churcbe 
hereafter,  as  the  tyme  wold  serve ;  thes  beynge  p?-esent,  'William  Siddall, 
Antonie  Bowker,  and  'Richard  Aynsworthe  :  And  this  respondent  sais,  he 
remembres  not  perfittlie  whether  Richard  Aynsworthe  wief  was  present 
or  not.  and  forther  beynge  demaundid,  '  what  answere  Katherine  made 
hyni  againe ' ;  he  sais,  she  said  '  bie  her  faithe  and  trouthe ' ;  but  whether 
she  said  any  more  word2*s,  this  res^^ondent  kiiowis  not;  neyther  dotlie 
this  respondent  remembre  whether  they  losid  liandes,  and  toke  handes 
together  againe;  but  he  said,  they  ons  toke  handes  together,  and  held 
hand  in  hand,  and  forther  beynge  askid  *  howe  longe  hit  was  sins ;  and 
Avhat  age  he  is  nowe  of ' ;  he  sais,  that  '  hit  was  done  somwhat  nere  the 
tyme  of  Christmas  last  save  one,  apon  a  holiday  or  Sunday  in  the  Even- 
inge ;  and  he  is  nowe  above  xviij  yeres  of  age.'  and  forther,  beynge 
enquired  '  whether  he  had  euer  made  any  contracte  to  any  other  person 
afore  that  tyme ' ;  he  answerithe  that  '  he  had  made  non '  /  beynge 
demaundid,  'whether  he  did  -kisse  her,  or  shewe  her  any  such  token  of 
love,  after  the  wordes  spoken':  he  answeris  'to  his  thinkinge  no.'  and 
forther  he  sais,  '  to  his  knolidge,  he  sent  her  neue?"  token,  or  receyvid  any 
^  leaf  15  (Piccope's  No.  9).  "  leaf  15,  back. 


II.  Trothplights.     11.  Katherine  Strete  v.  Nicolas  Jepson.     185 

token  from  her,  sins  nor  afore  the  said  tyme  of  Contract'  Moreoue/-  lie 
sais,  that  'the  Contract  was  made  in  a  Avorkc-house,  w/a'ch  is  an  out- 
house.' beynge  askid,  '  whie  they  went  into  such  an  InconvenieTjt 
place ' ;  he  sais,  that  '  his  nor  their  myndes  was  [for]  any  to  here  of  theire 
talke  and  com??iwmcacion,  lest  hit  shuld  be  vttrid  abroade'  /.  and 
forther  he  sais,  that  '  to  his  thinkinge,  at  the  tyme  of  the  forsaid  contract, 
the  said  Yiiitlierine  was  free  from  all  Contract ;  but  sins  he  hathe  hard 
that  the  said  Y.'niherine  hathe  made  a  precontract,  but  he  hathe  no 
certayne  knoledge  of  hit.' 

Ad  ij*^  poszYiVmem,  Credit  in  se  contine?*e  vere/atem. 

Ad  iij,  poif^7^onem,  nescit  deponere,  sed  refert  se  ad  predeposita. 

Ad  Vltinia??i,  credit  credita  et  negat  negata ;  et  super  no?i  creditis  et 
negatis,  credit  fama»2  non  laborare. 

Facta  fuit  sequens  Exa7?iiwacio  testiu??i  in  cdiusa  pred«c^a,  capta 
covam  M«gi6'/ro  Roberto  Leclie,  Si'^y  die  et  awno  py^edzc^o  [MS.  o, 
not  is]  [15  Jan.  1562]. 

WillicZ»tus  Sidall,  pa>-ochie  de  Mancestre,  etatw  xlix'  annorw?/i,  no^•^t 
partes  ab  infancijs  eanmdew. 

Ad  pri'muwi  ar<icwlu??i.  This  deponewt  sais,  that  the  mother  of  Kat//e- 
rine  Strete  articulate,  and  other  of  her  frende**,  were  myndid  that  she 
sliuld  have  gone  to  London  to  service;  and  this  deponewt,  ^bie  reason  he 
had  his  brother-in-lawe,  on  Andrewe  Mathewe,  a  grocer  of  London, 
lyeuge  at  his  house  at  that  tyme  bie  the  sjDace  of  a  forthnight,  had 
spoken  to  hym  to  take  the  said  Kat/^eri/ie  to  service ;  whereapon,  the 
said  KatAeriwe  and  her  frende^f  were  fuUie  purposid  that  the  said  Kat/<e- 
ririe  shuld  go  With  hym.  but  after  a  while,  the  suster  of  the  said 
Kat/ie?-me,  Alice, — beynge  then  the  wief  of  ^icliard  Aynsworthe,  & 
beynge  nowo  wief  to  ^idudai*  Jepsoii, — came  to  this  depone7it,  as  ho  was 
com77iyngo  from  even  songc  with  the  mother  of  tliem  bothe,  and  told 
hym,  that  *yf  Katheriiie  articulate  might  tarie  at  homo  in  that  Cuntrie, 
^idiolus  Jei)Son  wold  be  content  to  marie  her';  and  thereapon,  bothe 
the  mother  &  the  dougliter  Alls  willid  this  depone/it  to  go  to  Ric/m7'(/ 
Aynsworthis  houftc,  and  tliero  ho  shuld  find  tliem  bothe.  and  so,  at 
their  request,  tliis  deponent  went  tliither,  and  there  found  them  bothe. 
and  this  deponezit  .*;ai.»,  he  toko  Nicholas  Jepson  aside  to  felo  his  mynd ; 
wlierein  the  [said]  Nicholas  was  well  pleasid,  and  eaid  he  was  contentid 
to  do  any  thinge  that  tlio  frenden  of  Katharine  Strcto  shuld  tln'nko  meto 
for  the  performaunce  of  a  maringe,  so  that  liit  might  bo  kept  close  from 

»  loaf  16. 
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the  father  of  the  said  Nicholas,  and  thereapon,  in  like  case,  tliis 
deponent  sais,  he  toke  forthe  Kathei'ine  articulate  for  the  same  purpose ; 
and  perceyvinge  she  was  well  content  to  agre  to  the  mariage,  did  lett 
them  bothe  go  into  a  house  which  is  secrete  and  sep«ratid  from  the  houso 
where  the  meynie  and  companie  resort,  and  then, — in  the  presence  of 
this  deponentj  Antonie  Bowker,  and  Tdchard  Aynsworthe,  and  the  wief  of 
the  said  llichard  Aynsworthe, — Nic/ioZrts  Jepson  did  take  Katherine 
Strete  bie  the  right  hand,  and  said,  "  'Kathei'ine,  bie  my  faithe  and  trouthe, 
I  will  niarrie  th[ee]  ^in  the  face  of  the  Churche  when  the  tyme  shall  serve  "  ; 
and  so  drewe  handes.  then  Katherine,  takinge  the  said  Nicholas  bie  the 
hand,  likewise  said,  "  Nicholas,  bie  my  faithe  and  trouthe,  I  will  marrie 
the  in  the  face  of  the  churche "  :  whether  she  said,  '  when  tyme  will 
serve/  as  Nicholas  said,  this  depone/zt  remembres  not;  but  they  did  kisse 
apon  this  promesse  made,  forther,  this  depone?it  beynge  askid,  '  whether 
any  man  did  speake  these  wordes  before  them ' ;  he  sais,  that  '  he  spake 
thes  worded,  and  the  said  Nicholas  followid  hym,  and  repetid  word  bie 
Avord  as  this  deponent  had  said  afore;  and  so  did  the  same  Katherine 
in  like  case.'  moreoue?*,  this  deponent  beynge  askid,  'how  hit  chauncid 
that  he  spake  not  the  wordes  of  mariage  de  p?*esenti';  he  sais  'he  is 
vnlernid,  and  knewe  not  thos  wordes ;  but,  he  said,  yf  he  had  knowne  any 
other  wordes  of  more  cffecte  then  the  above  written  were,  he  said  at  that 
tyme  he  wold  have  spoken  them ;  for  this  deponent  sais,  his  mynd  was 
to  have  made  them  as  sure  as  he  cold.'  and  forther  he  sais,  that  Hher 
was  brought  a  boke  to  have  sworne  them ;  and  he  had  like  to  have 
sworne  them ;  but  he  was  afraid  to  take  an  othe,  biecause  he-  had  no 
suche  com7?iission.  whereapon,  when  all  the  wordes  of  contracte  was 
finished,  he  gave  them  an  exhortaczon  to  love  well  one  an  other,  and 
to  avoid  all  other  Cumpanie;  and  so  this  deponent  went  home  ^to  the 
mother  of  the  said  Katherine,  and  told  her  what  had  bene  done.'  More- 
oue?*,  this  deponent  sais,  that  '  he  did  not  remembre  at  the  tyme  of  the 
Contract  above  written,  that  the  said  Katherine  had  made  any  p>-econ- 
tract  to  any  other;  but  he  sais  he  well  remembres  sins,  that  before  that 
tyme  he  had  hard  that  the  said  Katherine  had  made  a  contract  to  one 
Kay  of  Yorkshire.'  and  forther  he  sais,  that  '  the  contract  betwixe  the 
said  Nicholas  Jepson  and  Katherine  Strete  was  made  aboute  this  tyme 
tvvelfmonthe,  on  a  sonday  or  holiday,  in  an  eveninge.' 

Ad  ij*^,  credit  eunde??z  fore  veru??^. 

Ad  iij  [et  iiij']  arfzcnla,  credit  banc  curia??z  et  forum  cssq  competitu??2 ; 
sed  nescit  an  sit  iuste  querelatwm,  an  non. 

1  leaf  16,  back.  2  leaf  17. 
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Ad  vultiwiwm,  dicit  predeposikt  per  eu7?2  fore  vera,  et  famawi  vehe- 
nle7^ter  laborasse  supe;*  matniaonio  l^icolai  Jepsoii  contracto  cmn  Alicia, 
sorore  K^ierine  articulate,  sed  nuT^c  magna  ex  parte  se^osita7n  esse  p  MS.]. 

12  a.    Morgan  Edmund  v.  Elizabeth  Bird. 

^Examiwacio  testiu??i  in  causa  contractus,  super  lihello  ex  parte  Morgani 
Edmownd,  gene^-osi,  contra  Elizabeth  Brid,  alias  Dilon,  capta  cora?;i 
Mag/6'^ro  Eoberto  Leche,  &c,  xxvij'*  die  Octohris,  An?«o  Domini^ 
1562«. 

Edward  Griffiths,  Paintor,  infra  ecclesiam  cathedraZewi  cestriensem, 
etat^6'  Ixxii'  SiBnoTum  et  vltra,  nomt  -partem  acti^icem  x  anms,  et  partem* 
rea»^,  xxxiij  an?ios. 

Ad  ])rimu77i  articuluniy  This  deponent  ^ais,  that  he  supposeth  Morgan 
Edmound,  &  she,  the  said  Kiizaheth,  were  both  free  when  they  were  coti- 
tractid  together :  and  this  deponeT^tt  sais  he  neuer  hard  otherwise. 

Ad  ij  SLiticulum,  This  deponent  sais,  that  in  Ellin  Mercers  house,  in 
a  pa?*lowr  there  on  the  backside,  about  a  fortnight  afore  midsoni?>ier  last 
past,  as  he  remembres,  ther  was  a  com??izmicacion  about  a  Jointure  that 
Morgan  Edmound  had  promysed  YA\zaheth  Brid,  beynge  x*  yerely,  to 
be  set  apon  the  said  YWzaheth.  and  when  they  were  agreid  that  she 
shuld  have  so  niuche  duringo  her  lief,  he  askid  her,  'whether  she 
wold  be  content  to  geve  hym  lier  faith  and  troutlie  before  such  as 
were  there ' ;  and  she  said  she  wold,  and  there-apon,  the  said  YXizabeth 
did  geve  the  said  Morgan  her  right  hand,  and  said  to  hym :  "  I  take 
you  for  my  liusband ;  and  I  will  marry  you  when  you  com?>ie  back 
againes  :  I  will  neuer  marry  no?i  but  you."  &  then  they  vnlosid  hande« ; 
and  she  said,  "  you  shalbo  bound  to  me  as  I  am  to  you  "  :  and  then  he 
gave  her  his  hand  likewise,  2&  said,  "  I  take  you  for  my  wief,  with  all 
my  hart,  &  I  will  marry  you,  by  my  faith  &  trouthe":  &  so  the[y] 
losid  handed,  &  kissed  together,  beynge  askid,  *  whetlier  ther  was  any 
man  tliat  pronounced  the  liole  worded  of  ma/riniony  betwixo  them';  lio 
sais,  *  no,  but=^  ther  owno  selvis.'  and  forthor,  this  depone/it  sais,  that 
*  Morgan  toke  this  dopone;jt  wtth  hym  for  that  only  purpose,  to  witnos 
wtth  hym;  nnd  tliat  causid  Ijym  to  marko  so  much  as  lie  liath  said.' 
beynge  askid,  '  whether  the  one  gave  the  other  any  token  at  that  tyiuo'; 
this  deponcTit  sais,  '  no,  to  his  knoledgo/  but  lio  sais,  *  tho  next  morningo 
after,  Mw/ris  Brid  send  the  said  Morgan  a  Ringo  of  gold  by  this  doponeMt, 
With  a  blewo  stonno  in ;  and  tho  said  Morgan  gave  her  gret  thankci* ;  but 

*  leaf  82  (Piocopo'a  No.  87).  *  leaf  82,  back.  »  except 
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lie  send  iiotliiiige  by  this  depolle7^t  at  that  tyme.'  but  he  sais,  that  '  after 
that,  she,  the  said  ILUzaheth,  send  to  this  deponent  a  pece  of  gold  worth 
iiij\  to  this  depone72.te6*  ludgmeT^t,  bie  her  suster  Marget,  wilUnge  hym  to 
biinge  that  pece  of  gokl  to  Morgan,  in  sted  of  the  ringe,  biecause  hit  was 
a  trifle.'  &  this  depone?it  answerid,  'he  wold  not  go  againe  with  any 
more  tokens;  wherfore,  whether  the  gold  came  to  hym  or  no,  this 
deponerit  knowes  not  certenly.' 

Ad  iij  ai'ticulnm,  respondet  vt  p^-ms  deposuit;  and  forther,  he  sais, 
*  he  hard  say  that,  after  Morgan  was  gone  into  wales,  the  said  Morgan 
send  the  said  ILYizaheth  a  Ringe  of  gold ;  &  she  sent  hym  a  hart  of  gold 
by  one  JiicJiard  Morgan  of  Beaumaris.'     alias  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iiij  SLvticuhwi,  This  deponent  sais,  that  he  belevis  the  coTztentes  of 
this  article  to  be  true ;  for  '  he  thinker*  that  handes  trouthe,  wltli  such 
wordes  as  he  hard  spoken,  shuld  make  them  man  &  wief  before  god.' 

Ad  V*,  dicit  enndem  fore  verwm. 

Ad  vit,  credit  iuste  f  uisse  querelate. 

Ad  \lti7num,  dicit  p?"edeposita  per  emn  fore  vera,  et  famam  super 
huiusmodi  Laborare;  and  that  he  hath  hard  xx  say,  that  '  Henry  Dilon 
mariage  was  nought,  biecause  of  this  precontract.' 

Johannes  David,  sacrista  infra  ecclesiam  cathecZraZem  cestriense??^, 
etat/s  liiij  aimovum,  novit  i^ai-tem  actricem  vij  annos,  et  partem  xesun  xx 
an?zis. 

Ad  p?v'mum  aTticulum,  credit  eunde?7i  fore  verwm,  quoad  noticia»i 
snam,  that  bothe  parties  articulate  were  fre  from  all  precontracted'. 

^Ad  ij*^  Avticid\i77i,  This  depone?it  sais,  that  he  came  into  one  Ellin 
Mercers  house,  not  knowinge  of  this  matter  afore ;  and  then  hering  them 
com7?ien  of  a  mariage,  stode  still,  and  went  not  away,  bycause  his  frendes 
were  there,  videlicet :  Edward  GrifF<Y/?,s,2  Ees  Adder,  and  the  said  M«6'^er 
^lorgan,  whom  he  had  knowne  afore,  and  when  this  deponent  came 
thither,  they  [Eliz.  Bird  and  Morg.  Edmund]  were  holdinge  the  one  hand 
in  the  other;  &  the  said  l^VizahetJi  said:  ''I  wilbe  youv  wief,  and  take 
you  for  my  husband  from  hense  forth,  by  my  faith  and  troutli,  w^th  all 
my  hart."  and  he,  the  said  Morgan,  likewise  toke  the  said  ^Mzaheth  by 
the  hand,  and  said :  "  I  wilbe  yowr  husband  from  hensforward,  w^'th  all 
my  halt";  and  then  they  kist ;  and  he  said  she  sliold  have  x'  land 
Joynture.  and  they  said,  one  shuld  go  se  the  land ;  and  pointed  a  day 
to  many :  at  w/ach  day  the  said  Morgan  apointid  to  be  here  again  we'th 
her,  and  fell  sick  in  the  meane  season,  and  this  depone7^t  sais,  he  hard 
say  that  the  said  IMorgan  was  dead,  or  els  he  wold  have  forbid  the  mariage 
^  leaf  83.  -  The  last  Deponent  but  one. 
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betwixe  the  said  Ylizabeth  and  Henry  Dilon.  but  altlio  he  wold  have 
done  so,  he  cold  not,  bieeause  they  did  steale  a  mariage  w/thont  banes 
askinge.  and  forther,  this  depone??t  sais,  *  when  they  made  the  said  con- 
tract, holdinge  handed,  the  said  ^WzahetJi  said,  "  I  will  neuei'  marry  other  ; 
but  take  you  for  my  husband  duringe  lief."  &  he  answerid  her  likewise.' 
and  forther,  this  depone?^t  sais,  that '  the  morrowe  after  the  said  contract, 
the  said  'Elizabeth  send  Morgan  a  gold  riiige  with  a  blewe  stonne  in  hit ; 
&  he  sent  her  another  ringe.'  beynge  askid,  *  in  what  place  of  the  house 
this  coTztract  was ' ;  he  sais,  *  hit  was  in  a  pa?'loz«r,  on  the  backside, 
betwixe  xi  and  xii  a  clock  afore  none.'  beynge  askid,  '  apon  Avhat  occa- 
sion he  came  thither ' ;  he  sais, '  he  came  thither  to  get  som??ze  threde  ;  & 
so  hard  tell  of  his  forsaid  frendes ;  and  taried  there  still.'  and  forther, 
[beynge  askid]  *  where  Morgan  was,  when  the  Ring  w*tli  the  blewe  ston 
was  delivered  hym ' ;  he  sais,  *  at  M/sf ris  Ormisdich,  in  Chester,  where 
the  said  Morgan  tablid,  at  his  bedside.'  beynge  askid,  '  whether  ther 
was  any  more  spoken  by  any  other  man  concerninge  the  wordes  of  con- 
tract ' :  *  none,  for  any  thinge  that  he  hard.' 

Ad  iij  a,Tticu\mn,  lesjyondet  provt  p?'ms  deposuit;  and  he  sais,  Mie 
hard  say  there  was  a  token  of  a  pece  of  gold  of  iiij"  send  betwene  them ; 
but  he  knowes  not  certenly.' 

Ad  iiij  articulnm,  this  deponcTit  sais,  that  *  they  that  were  p^-esent  by, 
thought  them  to  be  man  &  wief  afore  god.  &  they  had  bene  mar[i]ed 
together  before,  at  the  day  appointed,  yf  the  said  Morgan  had  bene  in 
health,  &*^,  to  this  deponentes  thinkinge.' 

^  Ad  vj,  credit  eundem  fore  verwm. 

Ad  vlti?7iu??2,  dicit  predeposita  per  eu77i  fore  vera,  et  fama??i  super 
huiusmodi  laborare.     non  est  doctz^s,  non  conductws,  &c. 

Margareta  Fradsam,  vidua,  paroch^e  ^ancti  Oswaldi,  nomt  parte?;i 
actricem  a  festo  Pasche  8upr«,  et  est  soror  part{.s*  ree,  &'^. 

Ad  lirimum  tuticuhwi,  beyng  demaundid  *  whether  Morgan  was  a 
suter  to  Elizabeth  Brid,  her  sustcr,  or  no,  in  the  way  of  mariage ' ;  this 
depone^it  answerid  "yea."  beynge  askid,  *  what  frendc*?  ho  made,  <fe 
howo  oft  ho  came  to  her ' ;  she  answerid,  that  '  he  wold  have  had  one 
Mcw/er  Williams,  and  Master  Moston,  Esq7aer8,  to  have  commo  with 
hym,  and  *  spoken  wztli  her.'  and  the  said  Elizabeth  was  somwhat  baeh- 
fuU,  &  said  *  she  wold  have  no  such  men  to  come  to  her.'  &  the  said 
^Morgan  did  comwie  almost  dalie  to  this  deponentc/r  sustor ;  for  he  tablid 
at  MtVj/r^s  Grimsdiches,  not  far  from  her.'  beynge  askid,  *  whether  tlio 
said  Elizabeth  was  free  from  all  precontracted  afore  that  day ' ;  she  saics, 
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'  yea ;  &  so  she  durst  depose ;  for  she  knowes  her  counsell  &  secrette^ 
more  then  any  other.' 

Ad  ij*^,  this  depone7it  sais,  that  *  tlie  said  pa?*ties,  Morgan  Edmond  & 
Mts^ris  Brid,  made  a  full  contract,  &  a  perfitt,  of  mariage,  hand  in  hand, 
plightinge  to  ech  other  faithe  and  trouthe :  presentibw^  tunc  ihidem, 
Edward  Griff^Y/^s,  John  Davj'd  and  a  headman  callid  Ees.  &  this  contract 
was  made  about  a  fortnight  afore  Midsomer  day  last,  in  a  paHowr,  behind 
the  house  of  Ellin  Me?-cer.'  beynge  askid,  '  by  what  wordes  they  did 
make  the  contract ' ;  she  sais,  *  by  the  wordes  of  Wedlock — as  nere  as 
they  cold  hit  those  worded, — that  ar  spoken  at  the  church  dore  :  "  I  take 
the  for  my  weddid  husband,"  &  "  I  take  the  for  my  weddid  wief,  for 
better  &  for  worse,  &c."  and  when  the  wordes  were  spoken,  they  kissed,' 
&  forther,  she  sais,  *  the  said  'EXizaheth  shuld  have  had  x"  landes  set  apon 
her,  in  Anglysey,  as  she  thinkes,  w/itch  came  by  his  [Morgan  Edmund's] 
mother;  for  he  cold  not  ^set  any  that  came  by  his  father,  biecause  he 
made  such  promesse  at  the  mariage  of  his  heire.'  beynge  askid,  '  when 
this  com???w?zicacion  was ' ;  this  deponer^t  sais,  *  hit  was  afore  the  co7?tract. 
&  after  and  when  they  had  agreid  apon  the  contract,  then  they  wold  have 
had  one  to  go  se  the  Lander ;  and  he  [Morgan]  bade  her  send  any  frend 
that  she  w^old.  &  so  she  desired  Mr  Eobe?'te  Brock  to  take  the  paines, 
who  can  testify  the  same.'  beynge  askid, '  whie  the  said  YAizaheth  wold 
marry  Dilon,  and  havinge  made  a  co?»tract  afore ' :  she  sais,  '  she  hard  say 
that  the  said  Morgan  Edmond  was  dead;  and  dyverse  did  bear  her  in 
hand  so ;  and  she  was  temptid  by  daily  sute  of  the  said  Dilon,  &  did 
forget  her  forther'^  promesse,'  and  beynge  askid,  'whether  any  Ringe, 
or  any  other  token,  was  gevin,  the  one  to  the  other,  at  tyme  of  the  said 
contract';  she  sais,  ''no:  but  after,  the  said  'Elizabeth  send  the  said 
Morgan  a  ringe  by  David  Griffiths,  the  morning  after ;  who  said  it  was 
not  good  ynough ;  but  yet  he  deliue?'ed  hit.  and  afterward  the  said 
Elizabeth  send  a  better  token  to  the  said  Edward,  to  geve  the  said 
Morgan ;  and  he  said  that  ringe  shuld  suffice."  beynge  askid,  '  whether 
morgan  send  her  any  thinge ' ;  this  depone?'tt  answeris  and  sais,  '  he  send 
her  an  other  ringe  of  a  blewe  turques.  and  when  it  was  sent,  she  dothe 
not  remembre ;  but  she  sais  hit  was  fairer  then  her  susters,  beynge  of  the 
same  kind.'  beinge  askid  '  whether  she  send  hym  any  more  tokens ' ; 
this  deponent  sais,  '  she  send  hym  a  hart  of  gold  by  one,  Master  Morgan, 
a  seruant  of  S^'r  'Richa7'd  Duckleis,'  &c.^ 

Ad  iij,  dicit  vt  pr-uis  deposuit. 

Ad  iiij  aiticulum,  this  deponewt  sais,  that  'they  were  taken  and 
1  leaf  84.  ^  earlier. 
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reputid  as  man  &  wief  afore  god,  by  this  depone?zt,  and  of  all  other  that 
"vvere  pre6'ent  by,  &  of  the  neighbowres  thereabout  that  knowe  of  it.' 

Ad  V,  credit  contine?'e  in  se  verita^e??i. 

Ad  vj,  credit  eundewj  fore  verw??^. 

Ad  Vltimww,  dicit  p?'6deposita  per  ea??2  fore  vera;  forbiecause  this 
depone?i;t  hath  hard  her  suster  often  tymes  lament,  for  that  she  maried 
the  said  Dilon,  after  she  knewe  the  said  Morgan  to  be  on  ly  ve ;  &  said 
*  it  was  a  scourge  for  her  nowe  in  her  old  dales.'  &  this  deponewt  thinke* 
in  cowscience,  that  she  hath  iust  cause  to  repent  for  this  purpose  only. 

^Eespr)ws^nes  persowales  Elizabeth  Brid  ah'as  Dilon  capte  super 
lAhello  ex  parte  Morgani  Edmound,  generos^,  contra  ipsam 
oblate,  in  cawsa  contractus,  capte  cora?7i  Mag^s^ro  Eoberto 
Leche,  &^,  iiij"  die  Novemby-zs,  1562*^. 

Ad  p?'mam  pos^Y^onem,  this  Ees/;ondent,  beynge  put  in  mynd  of  her 
othe  to  say  the  truthe  w^thout  respect  of  any  thiuge,  sais,  that  she  hath  a 
soule  to  kepe,  &  that  she  is  not  like  longe  to  lyve ;  &  now  in  her  old  age 
she  wold  not  hurt  her  soule,  &  refuge  Christ,  that  hath  bought  her,  in 
speakinge  any  thinge  apon  her  othe  but  the  truthe :  wherfore  she  sais, 
that  in  her  conscience  she  was  free  from  all  men  when  she  made  the  con- 
tract wz'th  Morgan  Edmound ;  and  for  any  thinge  that  this  Ee6;/7<9ndent 
knowes,  the  said  Morgan  was  also  free. 

Ad  ij**.  This  E&9/?ondent  sais,  that  somwhat  afore  midsomer  last  past, 
in  a  pa?-lo?ir  of  Ellen  Me?'cers,  wt'thin  the  parishe  of  S'  Oswaldes  in 
Chester,  she,  this  Ee^^^ondent,  &  Morgan  Edmound,  did  make  a  co?itract 
of  mariage,  speakinge  the  wordes  of  mariage  (as  nere  as  this  Ee-sy^ondent 
cold  remember  the  same),  saynge :  **I  take  the,  Morgan,  to  my  husband, 
from  this  day  forward ;  and  therto  I  plight  the  my  trouthe  " ;  and  held 
hym  by  the  hand,  sayeng  these  wordes  aforesaid,  w^th  other,  in  full  mynd 
to  have  hym  for  her  husband  duringe  her  lief :  and  likewise  Morgan  toke 
this  Eej?pondend  by  the  hand,  and  said:  "I  take  the,  Eliza^tV//,  for  my 
wief  from  hensforth ;  and  therto  I  plight  the  my  trouthe "  :  &  so  they 
drewe  handed,  &  kissed  either  other.  Item  she  sais,  'she  send  hym  a 
Einge  by  Edward  GvMJitlis,  who  thought  the  Einge  was  not  good  ynough  ; 
neuerthelcs  he  delivered  hit;  and  after,  this  deponent  [Eespondent]  woM 
have  sent,  by  the  said  Edward,  a  gret  pece  of  gold  to  the  said  Morgan 
Edmound  :  which  pece  came  to  this  'Respondentes  hand  againe,  <fc  was  not 
delivered,  as  she  thinker,  biecause  the  said  Morgan  was  gone  out  of  the 
iowne.'     and  forther  she  sales,  that  *  the  said  Morgan  send  her  a  ringe 
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With  a  stonne  in  liit,  better  then  tliis  Respondente.s  ringe  was.'  beynge 
askid  whether  ther  was  any  more  tokens  sent  betvvixe  them;  she  sais, 
that  'she  sent  hyni  a  little  hart  of  cleiie  gold,  by  a  gentZe??iaw  of  Bew- 
marris,  who  said  he  was  cosin  to  the  said  Morgan  ;  but  she  Receyvid  no?i 
againe  of  liym  again.'  beynge  askid  '  howe  it  chauncid  that  she,  havinge 
made  suche  a  co?itract  with  Morgan  Edmound,  wold  wed  Henry  Dilon' : 
she  answeres,  that  'hit  was  told  her  by  certen  Walshmen,  that  Morgaji 
was  dead;  w/«ch  ^thinge,  this  Resplendent  belevid,  bicause  she  hard 
nothing  from  the  said  Morgan  after  she  had  sent  hym  the  said  hart.' 
and  further,  this  Re.'^pondent  sais,  that  'she  was  in  trouble  in  the  Lawe 
about  a  certen  Lyving ;  and  therefore  she  was  counselid  to  take  a  hesband 
to  followe  her  sutes  &  matters,  for  w7/ich  cause,  &  for  others,  she  was 
seducid  by  one  Henry  Dilon  to  forget  her  other  p?'c>messe  made  vnto 
Morgan;  for  w//ech  she  is  hartely  sorey ;  for  she  did  neuer  any  thinge 
that  hath  grevid  her  conscience  so  muche.'  &  forther,  she  sais,  apon  her 
othe,  that  '  ther  is  no  collusion  wrought ;  but  that  in  conscience  she  is 
Lawfull  wief,  afore  god,  to  Morgan,  &  he  her  husband ;  &  wisheth  that 
either  Morgan  had  bene  dead  indede,  or  els  had  gevin  her  knoledge 
rather.' 2  and  forther  she  sais,  that  'she  shuld  have  had  xti  yerely 
during  her  lief,  made  vnto  her  by  the  said  Morgan  for  her  loynture,  in 
Anglisey ;  and  M""  Brock  was  desired  to  go  se  it ;  but  he  had  other 
busnies,'  &c. 

Ad  iij,  dicit  vt  presens  deposuit. 

Ad  iiij',  this  Respondent  sais,  that  in  her  conscience  she  thought  she 
was  Morgans  wief;  but  what  the  neighbowres  did  thinke  therein,  she 
knowes  not ;  but  she  sais,  the  neighboe^res  thought  they  shuld  be  maried 
together. 

Ad  V,  dicit  eande??^  fore  vera??i. 

Ad  vi,  dicit  eande??^  fore  veram. 

Ad  vltima??!,  credit  credita  et  negat  negate;  et  super  nora  credditis 
et  negat^s,  credit  famam  non  laborare. 

28  N'ov.,  1562.  Deposition  of  Thomas  Bildon,  Junior,  aged  24. 
^"This  depone^it  .  .  .  beynge  demaundid  apon  what  he  was  brought, 
sais,  that  'for  as  much  as  this  deponcT^t  stande-s  suerty  for  Morgan  con- 
cerninge  an  action  dependinge  before  the  Sherieves  of  Chester,  the  said 
Morgan  vttrid  his  mynd  vnto  hym  concerning  this  case,  sayenge  vnto 
hym,  that  he  wold  neuer  marry  the  said  YAizaheth,  biecause  she  was  a 
priestes  hoore :  and  at  the  said  tyme,  and  the  same  day,  the  said  Morgan 
told  this  deponcTit,  that  yf  the  Lawe  wold  geve  Elizabeth  vnto  hym,  he 
^  leaf  86.         ^  sooner,  earlier:  Milton's  'ra^/ic  primrose,' &;c.         ^  leaf  98,  back. 
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wold  agre  with  Dilon,  and  abide  this  deponeTites  award,  and  not  marry 
her.'  and  forther,  he  told  this  depone/it,  '  he  was  afeard  lest,  yf  he  shuld 
obteine  her  by  the  Lawe,  lest  he  cold  not  be  divorsid  from  her.'  & 
forther,  this  deponerjt  sais,  for  Morgans  abode  in  Chester,  he  sais  it 
appens  ^  by  two  actions  in  the  shryreves  boke.^ 

(signed)  per  me,  Tomas  Byldon." 

Randulph  Manwaringe,  of  the  City  of  Chester,  Alderman,  aged  57, 
deposes,  3"  that  at  the  tynie  the  suite  was  com/^iensid  by  Morgan  against 
the  said  Elizabeth,  this  depone?it,  havinge  a  house  for  w/a'cli  he  shuld 
pay  rent  vnto  the  said  YXizabeth^  did  meryly  aske  the  said  Morgan 
*  whether  he  or  Dilon  shuld  be  his  Landlord ' :  he  answerid  won  answere 
to  tlie  purpose,  tlien  this  depone7^t  earnestly  askid  hym,  '  what  Title  he 
had  to  the  said  YAizabetli.^  "  marry,"  said  he,  "  I  have  a  promyse  of  her ; 
and  she  had  a  token  of  me  ;  and  I  receyvid  an  other  from  her."  "  Then," 
qwocZ  this  depone;zt,  *'  will  you  marry  her  that  hath  maried  an  other  in 
the  face  of  the  churche,  and  hath  lyen  w«th  hym^"  then  Morgan 
answerid,  that  *he  wold  ncue?'  marry  priestes  hoore,  as  longe  as  he  lyved.' 
"  whie,"  (\uod  this  depone?it,  "whie  do  you  make  suche  Title  vnto  her?" 
and  he  answerid,  "  mary,  to  make  Dilon  to  pay  me  suche  mony  and  phite 
as  he  had  of  hers  in  his  hande**."  quod  this  deponewt,  "  you  cannot  so 
do,  yexcept  you  prove  the  co/itract,  and  marry  her."  and  Morgan  answerid 
and  said,  "  1  will  neuer  marry  her,  biecause  she  hathe  plaid  the  hoore,  & 
com?«itted  adultery ;  and  therfore  I  may  iustly  refuse  her  by  the  order  of 
the  Lawe." 

(signed)  per  me,  Rondull  Maynwaring." 

Charles  Blackstonne,  of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Oswald's,  Chester, 
aged  23,  deposes,  that  *  beynge  askid  of  Morgans  beynge  in  towne,  and 
whether  ther  was  any  contract  betwixe  J^Iorgan  Edmound  &  the  said 
YAizahefh^ ;  lie  sais,  'Morgan  was  at  this  deponerites  house,  with  Mr. 
AVilh'ams,  and  GriEith  of  London,  about  barthelewne  tide  last,*  or  soni- 
what  before,  and  as  for  contract  made  betwixe  them,  he  can  say 
nothinge,  but  that  talke  was,  one  Pole  and  Morgan  were  suters  to  the 
said  EVvmhef/i.*     .     .     . 

(signed)  Charles  Blackeston. 

»  t  appenw.  ^  ?  Cote,  for  Court.     MS.  not  j.lain.— W.  H.  P. 
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\\2h.    Cross-suit.    Hy.  Dillon,  Elizabeth  Bird^s  Husband, 
V.  Morgan  Edmund.] 

^  Exa7?zi7zacio  testium  in  cati^a  Contractus  super  excepczombw*  oblat-:*  ex 
parte  Henrici  Dilon,  mariti  'EXizabethe  Brid,  conifra  Morganur??.  Ed- 
mound  capta  cora77i  Magi^ro  Leche,  (fe*',  ij^°  die  Decern bn's,  1562°. 

E»obe?'tus  Pole,  generosws,  serviens  revere/idi  pa^ris  AVillieZm^,  cest?'i- 
QTisis  episco/)i,  etati's  xxvij  diwnoYwn  et  vltra,  novii  Morganum  Edmound 
per  an?2um,  et  'Elizabetham  Brid  sim^l^Ye^,  et  Henricu?/i  Dilon  ex  tempore 
maZrimonij  inter  ipsz^ni  et  'Elizabetham  Brid. 

Ad  pn'mam  excepc^onem,  this  deponerit  sais,  that  he  hard  that  Morgan 
Edmound  &  Elizabeth  Brid,  alias  Dilon,  made  a  contract  of  mariage,  and 
that  Tokens  were  sent,  the  one  from  the  other,  and  forther,  he  sais,  that  he 
se  a  ringe  w/w'ch  the  said  Elizabeth  had  send  Morgan, — before  Dilon  was 
any  suter  to  the  said  Elizabeth, — apon  the  said  Morgans  finger :  he  sup- 
posith  it  was  a  Turques ;  but  what  the  wordes  of  co?itract,  or  els  the 
substaunce  of  the  said  co?^tract  was,  this  deponent  knowes  not,  biecause 
he  was  neuer  callid  as  witnes.  but  beynge  a  suter  hym-self,  this  deponent 
sais,  he  hard  the  said  Elizabeth  say,  and  her  suster  Ma?'garet  Fradsam 
also,  that  the  day  of  mariage  was  apointed,  yf  the  said  Morgan  had  kept 
pointment :  and  all  this  was  sene,  hard,  and  knowne  bie  report  to  this 
deponent,  afore  Dilon  was  talkid  of,  or  hard  of,  in  this  tovvne. 

Ad  ij*^,  this  depone?it  saies,  he  knowes  not  certenly ;  but  sales  he 
hathe  hard  say  that  Alis  Pery,  who  was  a  suter  for  Dilon,  did  demaund 
of  the  said  Elizabeth,  whether  the  said  Elizabeth  was  free  from  all  men ; 
and  that  she  answerid  '  yes ' ;  but  there  the  said  Elizabeth  answerid  not 
truly,  as  this  depone/it  well  knoweth. 

Ad  iij  ^ositionem,  nescit  deponere,  sed  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte, 
whether  the  contract  be  good  or  bad. 

Ad  iiij,  credit  testes  productos  per  Morganum  Edmound,  fore  honestos 
et  discretos. 

Ad  v',  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  p«?'te. 

Ad  vj',  this  depone?it  sais,  'he  thinkes  the  mariage  of  Henry  Dilon 
and  Elizabeth  Brid  to  be  nought,  for  that  he  stale  her  away,  and  maried 
her  out  of  this  Dioces,  without  banes  askinge,  &  contrary  to  the  Com- 
??iaundment  of  the  Ordinary,  and  for  that,  the  shrief  of  the  citty  of 
Chester,  at  the  request  of  this  deponent,  did  comme  to  the  said  Dilons 
house  at  ix  of  clock  in  the  night,  or  ther  about,  to  take  them  as  adulteres, 
for  that  they  were  not  knowne  to  be  maried.     and  then  the  said  Dilon 
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said,  that  *  tho  she  was  in  house  wz'th  hym,  yet  she  was  not  in  bed  wtth 
hym  :  whereapon  the  said  Shirieve  toke  suerties  of  hym ;  or  els  he  shuld 
have  gone  to  ward  for  his  misdeamenowr  in  that  behalf.'  and  this 
depone?^t  sais,  '  for  any  thinge  he  knowes,  they  be  not  reputid  as  man 
and  wief.'  And  forther,  this  depone?it  beynge  ^demaundid  and  examiTied 
apon  this  one  point,  *  whether  that  he  did  require  the  said  Morgan 
Edmound,  at  the  tyme  of  his  sute  dependinge  before  the  ordinary,  con- 
cerning  a  precontract  supposid  to  be  made  betwixe  this  depone^^t  &  the 
said  ^Mzahethf  to  be  a  witnes  therin,  yf  nede  so  reqwered ' ;  this  depone?it 
sais,  'he  neuer  instantly  reqzti'red  hym,  biecause  his  matter  came  not  to 
producers  test^mo?^^W7?^ ;  and  so  they  were  neuer  there  in  Company 
together;  for  they  were  both  suters  at  ons ;  and  this  depone^zt  wrought 
closely  for  his  part ;  and  the  said  Morgan  did  like  wise  for  his.  yet  this 
deponent  doth  graunt  that,  in  company  &  talke  at  the  tyme  of  this 
depone?ites  sute  against  the  said  'Elizabeth,  this  deponent  did  colourably 
declare  (for  the  maintenaunce  of  his  matter)  that  he  had  sondry  witnesses, 
but  what  they  wold  depose,  he  knowes  not,  biecause  hit  neuer  came  to 
the  profe :  amonge^  the  said  witnes,  he  might  name  Morgan,  which,  cold 
say  nothinge ;  Ta.cionein-que  suipradixit.' 

Ad  yliimumj  dicit  predeposita  per  eu??i  fore  vera,  et  famawi  super  &c. 

(signed)  By  me 

Robart  Poole. 

Johannes  Gay  ton,  serviens  Domini  'Ei^iscopi,  etatis  xxiij.  anworMw, 
no;;tt  Morganuin  Edmound  cum  Ehzabetha  Brid,  per  annum,  et  Henricu7?i 
Dilon  xiiij  hebdomadas. 

Ad  prima7?i,  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  ij*,  simihVer  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iij',  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  iiij',  credit  testes  per  Morganu?^  Edmound  [productos]  fore  honestas 
personas. 

Ad  v',  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte. 

Ad  vj',  credit  that  Henry  Dilon  and  YMzabeth  Brid  be  taken  & 
reputid  as  man  and  wief  bj'  the  neighbowres  thereabout,  beynge  askid, 
'what  he  can  sey  in  this  case  either  pro  aut  contra';  saieth,  that  *he 
hard  Robert  Pole,  at  the  tyme  of  his  sute  commensid  before  my  Lorrf, 
eey  that  Morgan  Edmound  wold  be  one  of  his  witnes.'  whereapon,  this 
deponent  told  Dilon,  that  Pole  had  a  good  matter  against  Mw^ris  Brid ; 
for  that  she  had  said,  that  yf  she  euer  marled,  she  wold  marry  non  but 
Pole :   which  vfoides,  Morgan  wold  testify,  as  this  deponent  hard  by 

1  loaf  101. 
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Pole;   but  whether  he  wold   have  testified  this  or  no,  this  depone?<t 
knowcs  not ;  but  as  Pole  told  liym,  one  fellowe  wold  tell  an  other. 

(signed)  per  me,  John  Gayton. 

4  h,   Ellen  Kicroft  v,  Thomas  Snelson. 

[These  further  Depositions  should  have  followd  those  on  pages  59—61.  The  case  is 
one  of  attempted  Evasion  of  Trothplight  (by  a  secret  marriage  with  another 
woman  in  another  parish),  like  those  of  George  Johnson  (p.  57),  Richard  Lowe 
(p.  56),  and  Hy.  Dilon  (p.  194,  at  foot).] 

18tli  March,  1562-3.     ^Iles/:)onsiones  ipersonales  Johann'is  Willy. 

This  respondent  saies,  that  Thomas  Snelson  reqw^red  hym  to  go  with 

hyni    to  his  mariage,  which  was   solempnized   by  one  Sir  Rohert — the 

other  name  he  knowes  not, — betwene  hym  and  Joan  Willy  in  Rishton 

Chappell,  in  Staffordshire,  as  this  respondent  thinker,     and  the  mariage 

2 was  solempnized  about  the  dawninge  of  the  day,  sins  Candlemas  last 

[2  Feb.  1562-3]  :   the  tyme,  day,  nor  weke,  he  remembres  not :  presenti- 

bus   tempore   Solempnizaco?^is   eiusdem  ma^rimonij,^  'Ra.dulpho   Barker, 

vnacu?7i  isto  deponen^e,  et  alijs,  qiioruin  no??zina  ignorat. 

^Resjwiisiones  ipersonahs  Joanne  Wily,  alias  Snelson,  capte  cora??! 
Magistro  Roberto  Lech,  &c,  p7*/mo  Ap?7lis,  1563". 
This  respondent  sais,  that  she  was  married  to  Thomas  Snelson  betwene 
Candlemas  [2  Feb.]  and  Shrovetide^  last, — the  day  nor  weke  she  remem- 
bres not ;  but  it  was — in  Rishton,  in  an  other  Dioces,  (what  priest  it  was, 
she  knowes  not ;  whether  he  was  curate  or  not) ;  in  the  presence  of  Rafe 
Barker,  and  John  Willy,  and  another,  whose  name  this  respondent  knowes 
not,  and  Edward  Lowe  of  Staffordshire,  beynge  askid,  '  whie  she  was 
maried  in  an  other  Dioces  * ;  she  answeris,  *  it  was  throughe  the  procure- 
ment of  Thomas  Snelson  ;  and  she  thought  it  was  not  so  gret  daunger  as 
she  thinkes-  it  nowe  be.'  and  forther  she  saies,  '  the  banes  were  askid 
twise ;  and  the  iij*^  tyme  Ellin  Ricrofte  forbade  the  same.' 

13.    Alice  Wodfall  v.  Thomas  Torbock. 

(Daysmen  or  Eeferees  chosen,  who  order  a  proper  Trothplight,  which  is  made. ) 

^ExawuTiacio  testiu??i  in  csMsa  contractz^s  ex  parte  Alicie  Wodfall  contra 

Thomam  Torbock  oblata,  capta  coram  Magistio  Roberto  Leche,  in 

'Legibus  BsiCcalaureOf  Die  et  anno  predic^zs  [25th  June,  1563]. 

1  leaf  123,  back.         ^  jeaf  124.         '  MS.  adds  ' -presentibvis  contra  seu  (?).' 
*  leaf  125  (Piccope's  No.  62). 

°  Shrove  Sunday,    or   Quinquagesima  Sunday,    is   the   seventh   Sunday  before 
Easter  da/.  ^  jg^f  136  (Piccope's  No.  73). 
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^ichardus  Bowre,  paroch?^  de  Prescot,  etatzs  1  annoTum,  novit 
•partem  actricem  xx  annos,  et  partem  Team  a  puericia. 

Ad  p7-im.um  aTticuinm,  This  Depone72t  sais,  that  diiierse  tymes  Alice 
AVodfall  and  Thom«s  Torbock  talkid  of  a  mariage  to  be  had  betvvixe 
them ;  and,  as  he  thinkea,  they  were  free  from  all  precontractes. 

Ad  ij^,  this  deponewt  sales,  that  after  communicsicion  had  of  the 
mariage  had  betwix  the  parties  Libellate,  they  agreid  that  the  said  Alis 
shuld  take  a  daiseman  for  her  parte,  &  the  said  Thomas  an  other  for  his 
parte,  ^she,  the  said  Alis,  chose  this  deponent;  and  the  said  Thoinas 
chose  'Richard  Parre,  of  the  Parish  of  Prescot,  for  the  said  Daiesmen ; 
who  met  on  day  at  her  house,  and  eate  a  pigge,  and  cold  not  agree,  and 
afterward,  at  an  other  day,  they  mett,  &  agreed  of  certen  covenawntes 
concerninge  mariage.  and  when  they  Avere  agreed  apon  the  Covenantee, 
this  deponew^  said  to  thother  Daiesman,  "howe  shall  we  make  them 
sur[e]  together,  that  mariage  may  p?*ocede  *? "  and  the  said  Richard  Par 
answerid,  '  they  shuld  be  svvorne  either  to  other,  hand  in  hand.'  Inter- 
rogate*' de  modo  [et]  forma  cowtractzf^,  et  verbis ;  this  depone^i^  sais,  the 
said  Richai'd  toke  the  said  Alis  bie  the  Right  hand,  and  said,  "  by  my 
troutli,  I  will  marry  the  bie  such  a  Day," — &  did  no??ii7iate  the  day 
(which  day  was  not  a  moneth  of) — "yf  god  spare  me  healthe."  and 
then  they  losed  handes;  and  she,  the  said  Alis,  said,  "and^  I  be  woman 
on  lyve,  I  will  mete  you  (inuendo  dictw?/i  Thomain)  at  the  day  appointid, 
at  the  Church  dore  or  before."  and  apon  this,  the  said  Alis  toke  Par  bie 
tlie  hand  ;  and  the  said  Thomas  toke  this  deponewt  bie  the  hand.  Inter- 
rogate* de  verbis  content/**  in  dicto  articulo ;  he  sais,  that  *  thes  worde** 
articulate  were  not  spoken  bie  either  of  the  pa?'ties,  but  the  worde.s'  that 
he  hath  deposid,  or  the  like  in  effect,  and  iion  other.'  and  further  he 
sais,  *  he  knowes  not  whether  they  kist ;  but  Par  bade  them  kisse ;  and 
they  had  good  chore  after.' ^ 

Ad  iij,  this  deponent  sais,  he  knowes  not  of  any  Tokens  sent  or 
Recyvid  betwix  them;  but  this  deponent  sales,  that  ho  had  a  certen 
Lease,  w/a'ch  he  p?'omysed  to  deliuer  the  said  Thonia«,  as  sone  as  the 
King  was  put  ouer  her  finger. 

Ad  iiij,  he  sais  he  knowes  not  what  other  men  ment  bie  it;  but  this 
deponent  tliought  a  truth  in  it. 

Ad  V,  dicit  fare  verwni. 

»  leaf  186,  back.  «  an,  if 

*  Do  you  notice,  that  the  Daipsmen  could  not  agree  over  their  food,  that  is,  'a 
pigge'?  iJut  on  their  second  meeting,  when  the  'good  rhere '  was  held  over  until 
tliny  were  agreed,  they  would  seem  to  have  soon  polished  off  the  busiuoiM  for  wliich 
tliey  met.— W.  H.  Pnce. 
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Ad  vj,  credit  fore  \eYum. 

Ad  \\timum,  dicit  predeposita  per  eum  fore  vera. 

14.  Alexander  Winstanley  v.  Ellen  Sonkie. 

(3  or  4  weeks  after  her  Trothplight,  she  married  another  man  ;  and  this  Suit 
is  not  brought  till  20  years  later.) 

'^Examinado  testium  super  ipretenao  Contracts  Mafrimomi,  facti  inter 
Alexandrw7?i  Winstanley  et  Ellena?7i  Sonkie,  capta  coram  Domino 
C&nceUar'io,  xxviij**  Aprilis,  1564. 

Georgius  Holland,  -parochie  de  Wigan,  vbi  natws  est,  etatis  x*j 
annoYum,  novit  Alexandrum  Winstanley  xxxvj  an?ios,  et  Elena?«  Sonkie 
xxvj  an?zos.  Interrogates  de  hujusmodi  'pretenao  contracts,  This  de- 
ponent  saies,  that  '  apon  Thursdaie  at  night,  before  Alhalontide,  about  xix 
or  xx'  yeres  ago  (and,  as  this  deponew^  well  remembres,  about  iij  wekes  or 
a  moneth  afore  the  marriage  of  the  said  Eleine  and  Robe^iie  Gidlowe), 
Alexander  Winstanley  did  require  this  deponent  to  go  w/th  hym  to  the 
fathers  house  of  the  said  Eleine.  and  when  this  deponew^  and  the  said 
Alexander  came  thither,  the  father  of  the  said  Eleine  was  in  bed.  Then 
the  said  Alexander  said :  "  Eleine,  I  here  say  you  must  be  maried  ;  but 
so  you  cannot  do,  biecause  you  &  I  have  bene  sworne  apon  a  boke  to- 
gether afore  now."  she  answerid,  that  Svhat  she  had  sworne,  she  wold 
not  go  against ' ;  &  said,  "  I  will  neuer  marrie  no7i  but  you."  "then,"  said 
Alexander,  "  yf  you  be  so  determynid,  let  vs  make  the  matter  sure,  before 
this  man  and  theis  ij**  women  "  :  and  thereapon  he  callid,  as  witnes,  this 
deponent,  'Elizabeth  Winstanley,  and  Ma?'gar6t  Waite.  then  the  said 
Alexander  toke  the  said  Eleine  bie  the  hand,  afore  the  said  witnes,  and 
said :  "  I,  Alexander,  take  the,  Eleine,  to  my  weddid  wief,  to  have  and 
to  hold,  for  better  &  worse,  ^for  richer  and  poorer,  in  sicknes  &  in  health, 
till  death  vs  dep«?'te;  and  therto  I  plight  you  my  trouth."  and  so, 
vnlosing  hand,  the  said  Eleine  toke  the  said  Alexander  bie  the  hand 
likewise,  and  spake  the  like  wordes  in  effect  to  hym.  and  afterward,  the 
said  Alexander  and  this  deponent  tarried  there  ij**  howres,  and  dronk,  and 
so  departid  back  againe  to  the  said  Alexander  his  fathers  house '  /  beynge 
askid  '  what  cause  the  said  Alexander  had  to  take  this  deponent  wuh 
hym ' ;  he  sais,  that  '  he  this  deponent,  beinge  a  Tailio?ir,  w^as  workinge 
at  the  fathers  house  of  the  said  Alexander,  and  was  reqiiestid  to  go  wzth 
hym,  but  he  knewe  not  to  what  intent  till  he  came  thither,  non  est 
Doctus,  non  conductws,  non  iumtus,  &^.' 

1  leaf  162,  back  (Piccope's  No.  91).  '-^  leaf  163. 
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Margareta  Waite,  parochie  de  Wigan,  vbi  nata  est,  novit  Alaxan- 
drum  Winstanley  et  Elenam  Sonkie  a  pue?'iciis  eorunde??i.  'Exsiinmata 
de  huitismodi  contrac^w,  &*^,  This  deponew^  saies,  that  '  she  well  remembres 
the  mariage  of  Roberte  Gridlovve  and  Eleine  Sonkie,  which,  is  about  xx' 
yeres  ago.  and  about  a  moneth  or  iij  weke6'  afore  that  tyme,  Alexander 
Winstanley  and  George  Holland  came  to  the  house  of  William  Sonkie, 
father  to  the  said  Eleine,  in  the  night  season,  when  Sonkie  and  his  wief 
were  a  bed.  and  then  fallinge  in  talk  and  communicacioii,  Alexander 
said  vnto  Eleine,  "I  heresay  you  must  be  maried."  she  answerid,  "I 
am  readie  to  be  maried  to  no  man  livinge,  except  it  be  to  you."  Then 
said  he, "  I  think  you  can  marry  non  but  me ;  seinge  we  are  sworne  to  be 
true,  one  to  an  other."  she  answerid,  "  I  will  neue?*  go  against  my  othe, 
if  you  be  the  same  man  "  /  Then  said  Alexander :  "  ar  you  content  to  be 
contractid,  and  make  all  thinges  sureV  and  she  answerid,  "  yea."  then 
the  said  Alexander  callid  George  Holland,  'Elizabeth  Winstanley,  and 
this  deponew^,  to  here  &  see  what  they  saied  and  did ;  and  takinge  the 
said  ^Eleine  bie  the  hand,  said:  "  I,  Alexander,  take  the,  Eleine,  to  my 
weddid  wief,  to  have  and  to  hold,  for  better  for  worse,  till  death  vs 
departe ;  and  therto  I  plight  you  my  trouth."  and  the  said  Eleine 
said :  "  I,  Eleine,  take  the,  Alexander,  to  my  weddid  husband,  to  have 
and  to  hold,  for  better  for  worse,  till  death  vs  depar^e;  and  therto  I 
plight  the  my  trouth."  after  which.  worde.s'  spoken,  the  said  Alexander 
toke  her  in  his  armes,  and  kissid  her,  and  said,  "  I  will  take  thee  for  my 
wief  from  this  daie  forward  "  ;  and  so  tarried  a  while  after,  drinkinge,  and 
departid.  beinge  askid,  *  whether  theis  were  the  worde^'  of  contract,  or 
wliether  ther  were  more  spoken ' ;  she  saies,  *  theis  and  all  the  worded 
vsid  to  be  spoken  bie  the  p/'iest,  were  spoken,  altho  nowe  she  hath 
forgotten  them  :  then  she  had  them  in  memory.'  Keddendo  mcionem 
Bcientie  sue  huiusniodi,  she  saies  she  was  hired  there  to  spinne ;  and 
sais,  she  is  not  remembrid  of  the  nomber  of  the  yeres  perfittlie ;  but  she 
well  remembers  it  was  done  afore  she  went  to  London,  which  is  almost 
xx'  yeres  ago.'  further  beinge  demaundid,  *  whether  euer  she  hard  they 
were  sworne  together ' ;  she  sais,  *  no,  afore  that  night  that  the  said 
Alexander  said  so,  and  the  said  Eleine  denied  it  not.'  non  est  docta,  non 
conduct^f,  &®. 

Elizabeth  Winstanley,  pr«-ochie  de  Wigan,  ctatw  xliiij  anworww^,  novit 
partem  ab  infanciis.  Interrogata  de  mente  (1)  cause ;  Tliis  dcponew/  sais, 
that  the  said  Alexander, — perccyvinge  that  the  father  of  Eleine  Sonkie 
was  offoudid  that  he  came  to  his  liouse, — did  therfore  commo  in  the 

»  lcafl68,  back. 
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night  ^season  cnstomablie  ;  and  apon  a  certen  Thursday  at  night,  afore  the 
mariage  of  Gidlowe  and  the  said  Elene,  about  iij  wekes  or  a  moneth, 
vfhhh.  is  about  xix*  or  xx  yeres  ago,  Alexander  came,  and  brought  George 
Holland  wz'th  bym,  to  the  said  house,  and  when  he  was  comme  thither, 
he  said  to  Eleine,  "It  is  told  me  you  ar  bound  to  be  maried  " ;  and 
she  said  ''nay."  said  AXexander  againe,  "remember  what  you  have 
done;  and  be  well  advised  of  the  oth  that  you  have  made  vnto  me." 
"  well,"  said  Elein,  "  that  I  have  said  and  sworne,  I  will  pertbrme  and 
stand  to."  Alexande?'  answerid,  "if  you  be  so  determyned,  let  vs  make 
the  matter  sure  before  witnes  " ;  and  thereapon  callid  the  said  George 
Holland,  Mc^'garet  Waite,  and  this  deponer*^,  to  beare  witnes  what  was 
said  and  done,  and  so,  taking  the  said  Eleine  bie  the  hand,  said  vnto 
her,  "I,  Alexander,  take  thee,  Eleine,  to  my  weddid  wief,"  and  so  furth, 
all  the  rest  of  the  wordes  as  the  p?-iest  vseth  to  say ;  and  the  said  Eleine 
answerid  the  same  worde6'  againe.  and  so,  vnlosinge  handes,  they  kissed, 
as  she  remembers ;  and  so  they  tarried  together  somwhat  more  then  an 
houre  after  that ;  and  the  said  Alexander  and  George  Holland  dopartid 
away,  being  askid  de  consanguinzYafe  inter  illam  et  partem  illam  pro- 
dvLcentem,  she  sais  she  is  cosin  germaine  to  the  said  Alexander  in  ij*^**  et 
ij^"  consanguinzYa^is  gvadibus.  beinge  askid  '  howe  she  knoweth  it  was 
done  apon  a  Thursdaie ' ;  she  saies,  '  bie  her  suppe?' ;  and  biecause  they 
made  an  end  of  flesh  meat  that  night  for  that  weke.'  non  est  docta,  non 
conducta,  &c. 

15.    Ellen  Carter  v.  Thomas  Middlehurst. 

(Middlehurst  is  an  inconstant  man,  and  is  therefore  cald  on  to  make  a  formal 
Trothplight  before  witnesses,  which  he  does.) 

3rd  Dec.  1565.  2Kobert  Brok,  of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Mary,  35, 
"saies,  that  about  penticost,  in  anwo  dommi  1564,  he  was  requestid  bie 
Ellin  Carter  articulate,  to  be  present  with  her,  to  talk  of  mariage  to  be 
had  betwene  her  and  Thomas  Midlehurst  articulate,  in  the  house  of 
Edward  Tomson  articulate,  and  this  deponeTz^  com??iinge  thither  at  her 
request,  and  after  longe  communicaicion  had  amonges  them, — concerninge 
the  same  ^  matter,  and  a  certen  lease  to  be  made  of  the  house  wherin  the 
said  Ellin  dwelles,  by  this  deponent,  and  the  s^id  'Kdicard  Tomson ;  he, 
this  deponent,  after  agrement  of  mariage  to  be  had  betwene  them,  know- 
inge  the  inconstancye  of  the  said  Thomas  Midlehurst, — biecause  he  had 
bene  diuerse  tymes  at  intreaties  of  mariage  to  bo  had  betwene  them,  the 
said  parties,  and  the  said  Thow^as  wold  eu€r  shrink  from  the  same — 
1  leaf  164.  2  leaf  255.  ^  leaf  255,  back. 
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willed  the  said  Thomas  to  take  the  said  Ellin  bie  the  hand,  and  the 
said  Thomas,  holdinge  her  bie  the  hand,  this  deponent  askid  hym,  and 
said  theis  wordes  at  the  least :  '  Thomas,  will  you  have  this  woman  T  .  .  . 
and  the  said  Thomas  answerid  '  yea.'  and  then  this  deponent  askid  the 
said  Ellin,  ther  handes  beinge  still  ioyned,  and  said  :  *  Ellin,  will  you 
have  this  man'  (meaninge  the  said  Thomas)  'to  yowr  hnsband'?'  and 
she  answerid  *  yea.'  and  therapon  they  plightid  their  trouthes  together, 
and  kissed  together,  and  after  dronk,  &  made  mery.  but  whether  the 
wordes  were  spoken  in  suche  forme  as  is  menczoTzed  in  the  boke  of  com?7ion 
praier,  and  with,  such  circumstances,  this  depone?^t  can  not  certenly 
depose ;  neuertheles  he  thinkes,  as  far  as  he  remembres,  that  he,  this 
depoiie7i^,  spake  the  wordes  of  mariage  that  the  priest  speaketh ;  and 
the[y]  spake  the  same  after ;  [so]  That  the  pa?-ties  libellate,  in  his  con- 
science were  lawf  ullie  contractid  as  man  and  wief  together ;  and  so  he 
taketh  them  to  be,  before  god.  and  furtlier  he  sais,  that  sins  tyme  of  the 
said  Contracte,  hit  hath  bene  told  this  deponent,  that  tliey  have  vsid 
either  other  at  bed  and  board,  as  man  and  wief." 

Edward  Tomson,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  Chester,  aged  42,  and 
Randulph  Thornton,  Senior,  of  the  Parish  of  St.  John's,  in  the  same 
City,  aged  59,  also  depo<«e  in  like  effect  to  Robert  Brok. 

27th  February,  1565-6.  ^Thomas  Yokin,  "saieth,  that  he  thinks 
(1)  Edward  Tomson  is  an  honest  man,  and  is  landlord  to  the  said  Ellin  ; 
but  he  thinkes  he  will  depose  nothinge  but  according  to  truth ;  (2)  That 
Kafe  Tliornton  is  an  honest  neighbour,  and  such  one  as  this  deponent 
verily  thinkes  will  depose  nothinge  in  tliis  cause  but  that  he  knowes  to  be 
tme ;  and  (3)  That  he  well  knowes  Robert  Brok  to  be  an  honest  man, 
and  landlord  to  the  said  Ellin ;  yet  he  thinkes  he  will  depose  nothinge 
in  this  cause,  but  that  he  knowes  to  be  true." 

Richard  Middlehurst,  of  the  Parish  of  Roncorne,  aged  30,  "saieth, 
that  he  knowes  Edward  Tomson  articulate,  and  thinkes  he  is  an  honest 
man,  and  is  landlord  to  the  said  Ellin ;  and  therfore  he  thiidves  lie 
somwhat  favors  her.  yet  this  deponent  belevis  that  he  will  depose 
nothinge  but  truthe  in  this  cause  betwene  them,  by  vertue  of  liis  othe. 
Tliat  he  thinkes  that  Raffe  Thornton  is  an  lionest  man,  and  gretlie  favors 
tlie  said  Ellin ;  yet  he  thinkes  he  will  not  luirt  his  conscience  in  this 
cause,  in  deposinge  otlierwise  than  truth.  And  that  he  knowes  Robe?*t 
Brok  by  sight,  and  thinkes  he  is  an  honest  man,  and  landlord  to  the  said 
Ellin,  and  som^rhat  favo?/res  her  partio  for  that  cause  :  yet  he  thinkes  lie 
will,  upon  his  othe,  say  nothinge  but  truth,     and  this  depoue/tt  saiuth 

'  leaf  268,  back. 
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that  he  wold  put  the  cause,  if  hit  were  his,  to  the  othes  and  deposic/on 
of  the  said  Robert  and  \Ldward  Tomson." 


III.    ADULTERIES. 

5a.  Jane  Downes  v.  Reginald  Downes.   (A  Child -Marriage.) 

[This  should  have  come  before  the  AdiUtcry-and- Separation  Case  on  p.  81.] 
^Exami^iaceo  Testium,  in  cawsa  divorcij  supe?*  liMlo  oblato  ex  parte  Jane 
Downes    contra  Reginald  Downes,  capta  corawi   Maglsho  Roberto 
Leche,  &c,  xxiiij"  Septembr/**  1562". 

Laurencius  Geslinge,  paroch/e  de  Taxall,^  etate's  Ixx  damoium,  wovit 
pa?'tem  actricem  a  ma^rimonio  inter  ipsam  et  partein  akvticulatam,^  [et] 
j^artem  Team  a  puericia. 

Ad  iprimum  artleulam,  This  depone?it  sais,  that  *  Reginald  Downes 
and  Jane  Downes  ware  maried  together  in  the  face  of  the  churche,  and  ar 
taken  &  reputid  as  man  &  wief.'  and  forther  he  sais,  that  '  he  neuer 
knew^e  of  any  hate  that  the  said  Reginald  owid  his  wief ;  but  was  euer 
willinge  and  contentid  to  take  her,  love  her,  &  cherishe  [her]  as  his  wief.' 
cetera  nescit  deponere  ad  co?ztenta  in  dicto  aTticulo ;  but  he  sais  '  the  said 
Reginald  wold  be  very  faine  to  take  he[r]  againe,  whether  she  have 
Landes  or  no '  / 

Ad  ij*  avticulwn,  nescit  certitudinaUVer  deponere ;  but  he  sais  he 
[Reginald  Downes]  hath  kept  dyverse  women  at  sondry  tymes. 

Ad  iij'  ai'ticulwn,  This  deponent  sais,  that  '  against  his  Soull  health, 
the  said  Reginald  hath  had  iiij*""  children  by  one  Ellin  Coke,  and  iij 
children  by  one  Sibill  Pott ;  wJiich.  childreri,  those  that  be  on  ly  ve,  he 
kepis  still  at  his  charges,  and  as  for  Ellin  Coke,  [she]  lyveth  in  her 
fathers  house  from  his  Company ;  and  Sibill  Pott  is  maried  in  Burton 
apon  Trent,  as  for  any  other  women  that  he  hath  kept,  this  deponer^t 
knowes  non.'  he  thinkes  that  '  he  [R.  Downes]  neuer  put  his  wief  from 
hym,  biecause  she  was  neuer  dwellinge  w^th  hym.' 

Ad  iiij,  nescit  deponere;  but  this  deponent  sais,  he  thinker  that  yf 
she  [Jane  Downes]  were  w/th  her  husband,  he  wold  vse  her  aswell  as  any 
man  in  England  wold  do  his  wief. 

Ad  v',  dicit  eunde?7z  fore  Yeviwi. 

Ad  vj',  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  parte,  quod  nescit  deponere. 

Ad  Ylthnwn,  dicit  predeposita  per  eu??z  fore  vera,     non  est  doct?^, 

now  conductws,  non  affinis ;  est  Tenens  parte  ree ;  non  curat,  &c. 

^  leaf  72,  back  (Piccope's  No.  32).  ^  Taxa],  Cheshire,  near  Stockport. 

2  The  MS.  is  smudged  here. 
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^Homfrid^us  Downes,  pr/rochie  de  Tacksall,  etah's  xxx'  an?zorw?;i, 
nowt  parte??^  a.ctricem  xvij'  anTios,  et  partem  rea??2  a  nativitate  :  est  hater 
eiusdem. 

Ad  pranum  articulum,  This  deponeTit  sais,  that  *  Reginald  Downes 
and  Jane  Downes  were  maried  together  beynge  children ;  and  when  they 
did  com??ze  to  the  yeres  of  Consent,^  did  lye  together  as  man  and  wief, 
and  had  a  child  together,  and  at  the  same  tyme,  the  said  Reginald  had 
one  Ellin  Coke  with,  child,  insomuch  that  he  thinkes  his  wife  and  his 
Leman^  lay  in  childbed  at  on  tyme  :  by  which  did  growe  an  vnkindnes 
betwene  them,  and  the  said  Jane,  after  yt,  wold  not  company  with 
hym  as  her  husband ;  but  he  sais  he  neu^r  liatid  her,  but  lovid  her  as 
his  wief,  and  wold  be  contentid  to  love  and  cherish  her  as  his  wief, 
although  she  had  no  Landes  fallen  vnto  her.' 

Ad  ij*^  SLTticulunif  This  deponent  sais,  that  he  thinkes,  apon  the 
vnkindnes  growen  betwene  the  said  Jane  and  her  husband,  he  did  wast 
and  consume  in  folly  and  adultry, — in  kepinge  of  noughtie  women,  and 
the  children  that  he  had  by  them, — suche  Lander  as  he  had  for  his  owne 
pa?'te ;  biecause  the  said  Jane  had  the  one  half  that  he  had  duringe  his 
fathers  lief. 

Ad  iij'  avticulnm,  respoudit  p?-ovt  -primus  [testis]  deposuit.  and 
forther,  he  sais,  that  *  the  cause  of  the  viciouse  lief  of  the  said  Reginald 
was,  after  he  had  a  child  by  Ellin  Coke,  liis  wief  wold  not  co7?ipany  with 
hym ;  whereapon,  frende*  bound  the  said  Reginald,  that  he  shuld  neuer 
claime  the  said  Jane  as  his  wief,  but  yf  she  were  pleasid  and  cowtent ; 
and  she  was  likewise  bound  to  hym,  not  to  claime  hym  as  her  husband, 
except  he  were  coritent ;  and  then  he,  seying  he  cold  not  have  her,  but  he 
shuld  breake  his  boondes,  fell  to  such  folly,  and  had  other  iij  children  by 
the  said  Ellin  Coke,  and  by  one  Sibill  Pott  iij  childre?*,  two  nt  a  birth, 
and  was  suspectid  with  one  Agnes  Turner,  to  have  had  a  child  by  her ; 
but  he  cold  neuer  knowe  of  his  said  brother,  or  of  the  said  Agnes,  that 
hit  was  the  said  Reginalds*,  and  the  children  that  lie  had,  &  be  on  lyve, 
the  said  Reginald  kepes  nowe.  and  as  for  any  women  that  he  doth  kepe 
nowe,  this  deponent  knowes  of  non.' 

*  Ad  iiij'  SLTticulum,  This  depone?2t  sais,  he  thinker  that  *  the  said  Jane 
Downes  nedis  not  to  feare  to  be  poysoned  or  slaine  by  any  secreato  meanes ; 
biccauBo  this  deponent  thinker,  that  the  said  Rcgintild  wold  be  boundoii 
to  vse  her  as  a  man  ought  to  do  his  wief,  and  not  to  hurt  her  by  suclie 


*  leaf  78.  *  Oirl  12,  boy  14  :  the  copulation  may  well  have  been  later. 

*  Concubine,  Ellin  Coke.  *  leaf  73,  bock. 
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Ad  v'  articulumf  dicit  eundew  fore  verwm. 

Ad  vj,  nescit  deponere,  sed  refert  se  ad  Jura  in  ea  pa?'te. 

Ad  yhijimm,  dicit  i>redeposita  per  eiun  fore  vera,  et  famam  supf?* 
hujusmodi  laborare.  non  est  doctws,  non  conductws;  est  hater  part^5 
ree ;  non  curat  de  victoria  &^ 

V.    LIBELS. 
3  h.    Henry  Fazakerley  v,  Margery  Wirrall. 

[Should  havefollowd  the  case  on  p.  117  above.] 
^Exa??2iwrtcio   Testium   in   ca.usa   di^amaciomSj  super   exceipciomhus  ex 
parte  Henrici  Fazakerley  contra  Margeriam  Wirrall,  oblat^'ij,  capta 
die  et  sumo  pred^c^is  [8th  May  1562]. 

^ichardus  Wolfall,  parochie  de  Walton,  etat*s  t  anworwm,  novit 
Margeriam  Wirrall  xxx'  an?zorwm,  et  Henricum  Fazakerley  ab  infancia  sua. 

Ad  primam  excepcionein  quoad  William  Plumpton,  primwn  testem, 
he  sais  he  cannot  say  anythinge  of  his  honesty,  of  nor  fro^ ;  but  he  sais, 
he  bathe  hard  say  that  *  he  varyed  in  his  talke  in  this  matter,  tellinge  one 
gentleman  this,  and  an  other  gentleman  a  tale  cleane  contrary,  as  he  hard 
say  ;  but  he  is  not  able  to  prove  hit.'  and  forther  he  sais,  that  *  Margaret 
Wirrall,  apon  occasion  came  to  this  depone^ites  house,  where  she  found 
Henry  Fazakerley  ;  but  she  had  knoledge  that  he  was  there  afore ;  &  that 
made  her  more  willinge  to  com??2e  to  this  deponcTit^^s  house,  biecause  she 
had  enquired  of  this  deponewtes  syruent  (who  told  her  that  the  said 
Henry  was  there  afore).  &  when  she  came  thither,  she  said  bie  Faz- 
akerley, "  yonder  fellowe  bathe  entrid  me  into  the  Cowrt  for  a  pece  of 
mony ;  &  he  owes  me  sonwie,"  &  namid  the  sume,  as  he  thinkes,  to  be 
iij*  ij^'  and  he  said,  that  *yf  he  owid  her  any  thinge,  she  might  ^also 
demaund  the  mony  there  where  he  had  done  his,  and  she  might  have 
right.'  and  the  said  Margaret  answerid  &  said,  "  dost  thou  denay  hit  ] 
then  thou  art  a  false  thief !  "  and  apon  that,  Fazakerley  answerid  &  said, 
"  thou  art  as  like  a  hoore,  as  I  a  thief."  and  therapon  she  said,  "  thou 
art  a  thief ;  and  I  am  able  to  prove  the  for  a  thief;  &  thou  art  a  thief !  " 
and  to  his  knoledge  she  spake  of  all  his  kin ;  and  so  ther  was  angry 
wordes  betwene  thera  ;  but  she  callid  hym  *  thief '  afore  he  called  her 
'  hoore ' ;  &  that,  this  depone/^t  is  sure  of,  for  he  was  present  by.  & 
forther  he  sais,  that  '  ToppingCt*?  wief  was  by ;  but  as  for  Eobe?'te  Wolfall, 
he  was  set  to  threshe  in  an  old  house ;  but  at  that  tyme  he  was  gone  out 
to  seke  beastes,  &  might  fortune  to  come  againe  or  euer  theis  angry 
^  leaf  61.  2  for  or  against.  ^  leaf  61,  back. 
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"worde*^  were  endid ;  but  yf  he  were,  there  was  no  body  knewe  of  hym,  to 
this  deponeTite^  knoledge,  nor  ther  was  no  mencion  made  of  hym.'  and 
further  he  sais,  that  *  the  said  Eobe?'te  Wolf  all  was  requestid  bie  Margeret 
AVirrall  to  go  with  her  to  her  Master,  Sir  B,ichard  Molinex  ;  who  answerid, 
that  '  he  wold  go  with  her  any  whether  els,  to  spend  xx*  in  her  cause ; 
but  as  for  thither,  he  wold  not  go  with,  half  a  tale,  biecause  he  was  not 
livesent  at  the  begin[i]nge.'  '  and  as  touchinge  William  Plumpton,  ther 
was  no  body  see  hym  at  that  present,  to  this  deponeTites  knoledge,  nor  had 
anythinge  to  do  at  this  deponewtes  house,  where  Fazakerley  was  workinge, 
nor  cannot  p?*ove  hym  self  to  be  there,  nor  what  place  he  stode  by,  when 
he  hard  the  said  worde6' ;  but  yf  he  were  pre^-ent,  hit  was  for  no  good  to 
this  deponeTit.'  &  as  for  '  Master  Moores  hoore,'  this  deponeTit  sais  he 
neuer  hard  Fazakerley  call  Margaret  Wirrall  so,  to  his  reme??zbraunce. 

Ad  ij*^  excepc/'one7?z,  This  deponent  sais,  that  '  KaUterine  Walley  was 
p7-e,sent  all  the  tyme  of  the  talke,  from  the  begin[i]nge  to  thendinge.'  & 
further  he  sais,  that  '  Eoberte  Wolf  all  did  say  one  a  certen  tyme,  that 
he  wold  do  as  much  for  the  said  Margaret  as  for  his  mother,  in  this 
cause.'  &  further  he  sais,  *  the  said  Roberte  is  of  the  iij  or  iiij***  degree 
[of  kin]  to  the  said  Margaret;  and  he,  this  deponewt,  stand^s  in  the 
same  degree,  to  his  remembraunce ;  &  this  depone/it,  he  wold  do  for  her 
what  shuld  lye  in  hym,  but  for  his  othes  sake,  &  co/iscience.'  &  he  sais 
moreouer,  that  'Roberte  Wolfall  was  this  ^ deiponentes  sert^unte  at  that 
tyme ;  but  sais  lie  is  entysed  away  bie  the  said  Ma^-garet  &  her  house- 
band  ;  whereas  he  was  thes  deponentes  liired  seruant  for  all  the  yere ;  & 
therfore  hit  is  to  be  muche  suspectid,  biecause,  contrary  to  his  bargaine, 
he  is  gone  away  from  hym.' 

Ad  vltimam,  dicit  p?*edepo8ita  per  eum  fore  vera. 

Jana  Wolfall,  parochie  de  Walton,  etatts  xxxvj'  anwor?im,  norit 
Ma7*gareta??i  Wirrall  xij*  auTios  et  vltra,  et  parte??i  ream  simih'/er. 

Ad  prtma77i  excepcione??!,  dicit  WilHelnium  Plumpton  esse  honestuwi 
viru7w,  quoad  noticia/Ti  suam ;  but  this  depone/it  see  hym  not  at  the 
worde«  spoken  betwene  Margaret  Wirrall  &  Henry  Fazakerley ;  nor  non 
about  her  house  se  hym,  as  far  as  she  cold  enquire  of,  nor  had  any  things 
to  do  about  this  deponente^  house.  &  further,  this  deponcTit  sais,  that 
*  tlie  said  ^rargaret  callid  the  said  Henry  "  thief,"  dyvorse  tymes  before 
he  callid  her  "  hoore  "  ;  &  he  namid  her  not  any  mans  hore,  neither  Mr 
Mores,  nor  noman  els,  to  this  depone/ite^  horinge  ;  &  she  thinker  that  the 
said  Henry  wold  not  have  callid  her  "  hoore,"  but  that  she  first  callid 
hym  **  thief,"  &  said  **  he  waa  nought,  <fe  all  his  kinne."  '    i^  further,  this 

*  leaf  62. 
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deponent  sais,  '  the  occasion  began  about  a  mony  matter.'  &  beynge 
askid,  'apon  what  occasion  the  said  Ma?'garet  came  to  this  deponewte« 
house ' ;  she  said,  *  apon  this  occasion :  this  deponent  send  to  her  for 
mony,  &  by  her  sy?-uant;  &  the  said  Margaret  enquired  of  the  said 
s//rurtnt  whether  the  said  Henry  was  at  her  Mw^rese^-  house;  &  she 
answerid  "  yea."  then  Margaret  Wirrall  said,  "  then  I  will  go  with  the 
myself."  wherfore  this  deponewt  thinkes  she  came  thither  to  scould.' 
and  further,  she  sais,  for  Roberte  Wolfall,  that  *  he  shuld  have  gone  for 
beastes ;  but  whether  he  went  for  them  or  no,  she  canwot  tell ;  but  yf  he 
were  threshinge,  she  shuld  have  hard  hym ;  &  therfore  he  might  stand 
priively  to  heare  them ;  but  he  was  not  knowne  to  be  their^  of  any  man; 
but  that  he  came  in  after.' 

Ad  ij*^.  This  depone?it  sais,  that  *  Kat/ierwe  Walley  was  present  by,  at 
all  the  talke ;  but  that  she  went  downe  to  fetche  a  baskett  full  of  Turves, 
where  she  might  here  all  the  talke,  com??^ynge  &  goynge.'  &  this  deponeTit 
hath  hard  Robe?'te  Wolfall  say  dy  verse  tymes,  that  *  he  wold  do  as  niuche 
for  Margaret  Wirrall  as  for  his  owne  mother  in  this  cause.'  2 and  further, 
this  depone?it  sais,  she  hath  hard  hit  recknid  that '  Ma?'garet  Wirrall  &  the 
said  Roberte  were  nere  akinne  in  the  iij*  or  iiij*^  degre ' ;  &  that  '  Roberte 
Wolfall  was  Richard  Wolfall  hired  syruant,  &  went  away  before  his 
covenant,  &  was  well  vsed  of  his  brother ;  but  whether  he  be  gone  away 
through  the  entyseme^it  of  the  said  Margaret  Wirrall  &  her  husband,  or 
for  what  occasion,  she  can/iot  tell ;  but  it  is  to  be  suspectid  that  hit  was 
so  biecause  he  was  honestly  entreatid  of  his  brother,  &  did  not  mynd^  to 
go  away  before.' 

Ad  vltimam,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera. 

Katarina  Toppinge,  parochie  de  Walton,  etatis  xxx'  ?i.nnoTum  et 
vltra,  novit  Margaretam  Wirrall  xiiij  anms,  et  partem  ream  simiUYer. 

Ad  pri^nam  excepcionem,  dicit  quod  novit  'Williva.um  Plumpton  fore 
virum  bone  fame.  &  further,  this  depone?^t  sais,  that  *  in  wordinge  betwixe 
Margaret  Wirrall  &  Henry  Fazakerley,  the  said  Margaret  callid  Henry 
"  thief,"  before  he  callid  her  "  hoore  "  ;  and  said  "  he  was  a  thief ;  and  all 
his  kine  was  nought."  &  the  reasonynge  was  about  a  pece  of  mony, 
quemadmodu??!  deposuit  Ric7iar<ius  Wolfall.  &  when  she  callid  hym 
often  tymes  "  thief,"  he  said  "  she  was  as  like  a  hoore,  as  he  a  thief." '  and 
this  deponewt  sais,  that  *  she  thinkes  the  said  Henry  wold  not  have  said 
hit,  but  in  his  chafe,  because  she  callid  hym  "  thief  "  dy  verse  tymes.'  & 
as  for  'Williara.  Plumpton,  she  sais,  *  she  neither  se  nor  knewe  hym  to  be 
there ;  but  as  she  was  goynge  homeward  w^th  Wirralles  wief,  they  mett 
^  for  'there.'    See  the  converse,  p.  141.         ^  leaf  62,  back.         ^  intend. 
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William.  Plunipton  a  stones  cast  from  the  old  house,  coin??zynge  from 
Kirkbe  or  Darby,  &  goynge  to  his  owne  house,  as  this  deponeTzt  sup- 
poseth ;  but  well  she  knowes  he  had  nothinge  to  do  about  the  house  at 
that  tyme.  and  as  for  Roberte  Wolfall,  she  se  hym  not;  but  as  this 
depone/^t  &  Margaret  Wirrall  were  goynge  homeward,  they  se  Roberte 
Wolfall  in  the  old  house;  ^but  what  he  was  about  to  do,  or  had  bene 
doynge,  this  depone?jt  knowes  not.' 

Ad  ij*^.  This  deponeTit  sais,  that  *  'Kdiilierine  Walley  was  present  at  all  the 
talke  betwixe  the  said  Margaret  &  Henry,  &  hard  all  the  talk ;  but  that 
she  went  for  a  baskett  full  of  Turves,  where  she  might  here  all  the  talke, 
commynge  &  goynge.'  and  further,  she  sais,  'Robert  Wolfall  is  akinne 
to  Ma?-garet  Wirrall;  &  was  hired  syruant  to  l^idiard  Wolfall,  his 
brother,  till  this  chidinge  &  contencion  begon;  &  after  that,  this 
deponent  thinkes  that  Ma^'garet  Wirrall  &  her  husband  have  sins  entised 
hym  away ;  for  he  was  well  vsed  with  his  brother,  &c.' 

Ad  vltima7?i,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera. 

Katarina  Walley,  parochie  de  Sefton,  etatz^*  xxx**  an?^o^<7?^,  novit 
pa>-tes  ab  infancia  istius  deponen^t^-. 

Ad  pri'mam  excepcionewi,  dicit,  (\uod  novii  WilUelmum  Plumpton 
fore  virum  bone  fame,  and  further,  this  deponcTit  sais,  that  '  apon 
occasion  risinge  about  a  mony  matter,  Margaret  Wirrall  callid  Henry 
Fazakerley  "  hard,  strong  thief,"  and  "  gryninge  thief"  ;  and  said  he  was 
"  a  provid  thief,  &  all  his  kinne" ;  and  apon  that,  he  callid  her  **  provid 
hoore,"  &  said  '*  she  was  as  like  a  provid  hoore  as  he  a  thief" ;  &  so  thus 
they  fell  to  "  thief  &  hoore."  and  as  for  William  Plumpton,  this  deponewt 
sais  that  she  se  hym  not  at  theis  worded,  nor  knewe  not  of  hym ;  but 
after  the  worde«  endid,  the  said  Margaret  Wirrall  &  Toppinge*  wief 
goynge  homeward,  they  found  William  Plumpton  in  a  hye  way,  a  flight 
shote  from  the  place  where  the  wovdea  were  spoken,  half  an  howre  after.* 
quoad  Robertwm  Wolfall,  concordat  cum  K\chardo  Wolfall,  precoritoste  suo. 

Ad  ij**,  This  depone;jt  sais,  that  *  she  was  present  by  at  the  worded 
spoken,  as  before  she  hath  deposid.  as  for  Robert  Wolfall,  wher  he  was, 
this  deponent  knowes  not ;  but  she  sais  he  was  not  present  by  in  sight  at 
that  tyme.  &  further,  as  for  goynge  to  Mr.  Molinox,  concordat  cuw 
'Richardo  Wolfall.  ^^nd  forther,  she  sais,  that  Roberte  Wolfall  is  akin 
in  the  iij**  or  iiij'**  dogro  to  Margaret  Wirrall,  et  a  hired  syruant  to  his 
brother.  Et  quoad  cetera,  concordat  cum  llichardo  Wolfall,  preconteste  suo.* 

Ad  vltimam,  dicit  predeposita  per  earn  fore  vera, 

1  leaf  68.  *  leaf  63,  back. 
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7  a.  Constance  Frost  v.  William  Ball  and  others. 

(For  saying  that  she  was  *a  very  hoore,'  and  had  2  Husbands.) 
[These  Depositions  should  have  come  before  those  printed  on  p.  122-3  above.] 
28th  April,  1564.  ^ Robert  Johnson,  of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Bridget, 
Chester,  *  sais,  that  apon  a  tyme,  he  and  one  Richard  Barker,  com??iynge 
through  a  rovve  in  the  bridge  Strete,  'Richard  Derwall,  standinge  at  his 
owne  dore,  came  vnto  them,  and  said  to  this  depone/i^ :  "I  had  thouglit 
Custance  '^Erost  bad  bene  an  honest  woman ;  but  she  is  a  very  hoore,  and 
liath  ij**  husbande6' ;  and  it  [^=  this]  is  reportid  of  them  that  have  borne 
worship  in  Chester,  who  will  stand  to  it."  and  so  all  iij  went  to  liichard 
Barkers  house,  and  dronke,  eithe[r]  of  them  a  peny;  and  had  there  the 
talk  there  about  the  same  matter.'  and  further  saies,  'he  neue?'  hard  it 
reportid  other  wise  but  she  was  an  honest  woman,  afore  this  tale  reasid ; 
but  sins,  he  think^^  her  good  name  is  much  empaired  therby.' 

16th  May,  1564.  ^xhomas  Burges,  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Bridget, 
Chester,  aged  53,  deposes,  'that  in  communicsicioR  betwixe  William.  Ball 
articulate,  and  this  depone/it,  the  said  William  decla^-e^,  amonges  other 
thinge.s,  that  Custance  Frost  had  made  hym  chalenge,  for  that  he  shuld 
have  reportid  her  to  have  ij**  husbande*-.'  and  further  he  said:  "I  said 
so,  but  I  care  not.  I  do  not  care ;  for  I  knovve  where  I  hard  it :  when  I 
was  at  the  Counsel!."  .  .  . 

"^John  Whitheadd,  Junior,  of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Michael's,  Chester, 
aged  38,  Baker,  *  saies,  that  in  certen  talk  apon  a  tyme  had  betwixe 
William  Ball  Articulate,  and  this  depone?i^,  Custance  Frost  came  vnto 
them;  and  after  salutace'ons  done,  she  said  vnto  the  said  William:  "ar 
you  one  of  them  that  bringe  word  from  the  Counsell  that  I  have  two 
husbanded  1"  he  said  "yea,  mary,  that  I  am."  "then,"  quod  she,  "will 
you  stand  to  itT'  " yea,  mary,"  said  [William  Ball],  "that,  I  will  stand 
it,  that  I  hard  it."  "then,"  quod  she,  "you  may  better  bringe  them 
furth  that  spake."  "nay,"  quod  William  Ball,  "I  will  not  bring  them 
f urth :  bring  you  them  furth,  &  you  will  have  them."  quod  she,  "p^*?*- 
chaunce  I  shall  make  you  bring  them  furth,  or  els  the  lawe  shall  faile 
me."  and  so  she  departid,  and  willed  this  depone?^t  to  beare  her  wit- 
ness ...  he  sais,  he  thinker  she  is  an  honest  [woman],  both  sins  and 
before  .  .  . ' 

5 Richard  Orton,  of  Chester,  deposes,  "that  somwhat  afore  Christmas 
last,  he  was  at  brekfast,  wtth  Elizabeth  Brerewodd  in  company,   and 

1  leaf  164,  back.  ?  =  leaf  165.  »  jgaf  166,  back.  ^  leaf  167. 

5  leaf  166,  back. 
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others,  and  he  made  haste  away,  the  question  was  askid,  'whie  he 
hastid  so  away.'  and  this  depone^^^  answerid,  'he  went  to  the  Castell 
to  paie  his  fees.*  then  Elizabeth  Berewod  said  :  "  if  you  go  thither,  you 
may  call  Frostes  wief  '  sister ' ;  and  she  may  call  you  *  brother ' ;  bie- 
cause,  if  it  be  as  I  here  say,  she  hath  ij^  husbanded,  and  you  have  two 
wieves."  ,  .  .  He  thinkes  her  good  name  is  not  impaired  therbie,  bicause 
no  man  beleues  it."     [See  the  Depositions  continued  at  p.  122  above.] 

12.    Elizabeth  Basnett  v.   Anne  Venables. 

(For  calling  her  *a  hoore '  with  Anne's  late  Husband.     Daiesmen  or  Referees 
appointed  ;  their  decision  rejected  by  Defendant.) 

26th  October,  1564.  ^Cicilea  Litlowr,  wife  of  Thomas  Litloure,  of 
the  Parish  of  Budworth,  aged  40,  "  saieth,  that  about  Lent  last  past,  as 
this  deponeTi^  nowe  remembres,  the  said  Anne  Venables,  Landladie  to 
this  Deponentes  husband,  came  into  this  deponentes  house,  beinge  her 
nere  neybowr  and  TeuTzant.  after  whom,  a  little  space  after,  came  'EMzaheth 
Basnett.  and  so  they  fell  apon  reasoninge  together,  and  amonge  other 
scoldinge  wordes  betwixe  them,  the  said  Ann  Venables  said,  'she,  the 
said  ^lizahethj  was  a  hoore,  and  had  plaid  the  nought  w^'th  Eaffo 
Venables,  her  [Ann's]  husband  decessid.'  and  the  said  YMzahet\  the 
said  dale  or  the  dale  after,  willed  this  depone?^^  to  testifye  the  same  she 
had  hard,  when  slie  shuld  be  callid  therto." 

2  Elizabeth  Litlowr,  of  the  Parish  of  Budworth,  aged  18,  *sais,  that 
about  Lent  last,  as  she  remembres,  the  said  pa?'ties,  viz.  the  said  Elizabeth 
and  Ann,  came  into  this  deponc7ite.9  fathers  house — apon  what  occasion 
she  knowes  not, — and  amonge  other  scoldinge  worde*'  had  betwixe  them, 
the  said  Anne  said  to  the  said  'Elizabeth,  "  thou  art  a  hoore ;  and  hast 
bene  nought  wzth  Ruffe  Venables,  my  husl)and."  and  with  that,  the 
said  'EUzabeth  rushed  furtli,  and  willed  this  depone?*^  and  hor  Mother, 
the  said  daie,  to  beare  witnes  what  she  said.* 

19th  November,  1564.  ^Homfri  Holford,  of  Witton,  in  the  Parish 
of  Budworth,  aged  50,  "saieth,  that  for  such  sclaunderous  wordes  as  it 
^vas  alledgid  that  Anne  Venables  shuld  saie  against  Elizabeth  Basnet,  the 
said  Anne  Venables  and  'Elizabeth  Basnet  toke  Daisomen,  to  make  an  end 
of  the  same,  and  this  deponewt  stode  by,  when  the  daiesmew  of  Anne 
Venables  did  promes  vnto  the  daiesmen  of  Elizabeth  basnet,  that  Anno 
Venables  shuld  comme  afore  a  dosen  or  xvi  pe?*sons,  in  a  place  and  daie 
appointiil,  &  there  aske  forgevencs  of  Elizabeth  Basnet  for  such  worde<»  as 

'  loaf  106.  «  loaf  106,  back.  »  leaf  100. 
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sho  had  wrongfuUie  spoken  by  'KMzaheth  Basnet,  and  at  the  dale  & 
place  appointid,  the  said  Anne  Venables  did  refuse,  and  wold  not  com??ie 
to  ask  the  said  'EXizaheth  Basnet  forge venes ;  but  came  not  there  at  all." 

1  Thomas  Bromfeld,  of  the  chapelry  of  Witton,  and  Parish  of  Bud- 
worth,  deposes  to  the  same  effect  as  Homfri  Holford. 

IT.    10  Z>.     Sybil  Blakhurst  v,  Eandle  Eamshae. 

[This  should  have  come  before  the  Depositions  on  p.  69-71  above.] 

-Re^^ponsiowes  Persowcdes  'Rdi.ndu^^lii  Eamshae.  supe?'  ^ositiomhus  et 
Ar^^cwlis  \\bel\\  oblate  ex  pa?"te  Sibille  Blakhurst,  capte  Die  et  Anno 
^rediicUs  [31  Jan.  1565(6)]. 

Ad  pnma??z  poszWonem,  This  respondent  saieth,  that  after  he  had 
begotten  Sibell  Blackhurst  wz'th  child,  about  a  moneth  or  sixe  wekes 
afore  she  was  deliue?^ed,  the  frendes  of  this  Ees^^ondent  did  talk  and 
com??zen  together  wzth  the  frendes  of  the  said  Sibell,  concerninge  mariage 
to  be  had  betwene  the  said  Sibill  and  this  respondent ;  at  w/zech  tyme 
this  Ees^^ondent  stode  free  from  all  contracted. 

Ad  ij^  pos^Y^onem,  negat  eande??e  penitus,  that  either  he  hath  made 
the  said  Sibill  any  contract  or  promes,  per  verba  de  p?^esenti  aut  de  futuro, 
&c. ;  neue?^theles,  he  confesseth  that  he  kepeth  a  child  borne  of  the  bodie 
of  the  said  Sibell,  vfhich  he  thinkes  to  be  his  owne ;  but  he  saieth,  he 
made  her  not  any  promes  of  mariage,  vt  supra  deposuit. 

Ad  iij,  he  saieth,  he  neuer  either  send  the  said  Sibell  any  token  in 
waie  of  mariage,  or  receyvid  any  from  the  said  Sibell  phut  one  handcher- 
chief,  w/izch  this  respondent  plucked  from  her]. 

Ad  iiij',  fatetur  eande??z  fore  vera?7Z. 

Ad  v',  this  respondent  sales,  he  thinkes  the  said  Sibell  hath  no  iuste 
cause  to  complaine ;  or  els,  this  Cowrt  is  for  her  iust  remedie. 

Ad  vltmam,  credit  credita  et  negat  negata ;  et  super  non  creditis  et 
negates,  credit  &c. 

1  leaf  199,  back.  ^  jg^f  268. 

3  The  words  bracketed  are  struck  out  in  the  MS. — W.  H.  P. 
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Abdiah,  xxix. 

Accars,  Hariie  and  Jane,  xxii,  xxiii. 

Adder,  Res,  188,  188  n,  190. 

Ahab,  xxix. 

Ahaz,  King,  xxvii. 

Ainswortb,  George,  140  {see  also  Ayns- 

wortb). 
Alatt  (Alat),  Margaret  (wife  of  Ricbard 
Pierson),   73,    74,    75;    liv,    Ixxiii, 
If.  46. 
Albericus,  xxix. 
Alcocke,  William,  174  (see  also  Aw- 

cockes). 
Aldersey,  F[o]ulk,  165. 
„        Jobn,  155. 

William,  168,  174, 177,  178. 
Allen,  Edward,  173. 
„      John,  164. 
„      Ralph,  155. 
Allerton,  Ricbard,  of  Swyne,in  Holder- 

nesse,  Yorksliire,  xxiv,  xxvi. 
Amery,  Edward,  74. 

„      John,  101 ;  Ixxiv,  Ixxv. 
„       Robert,  152,  159,  160. 
Anderson,  Christopher,  xxiii  n. 
Anderton,  John,  175. 

„         Mr.,  xlvi. 
Andrew,  Ellen   (born  Dampart),  12, 
13,  14,  15  ;  Ixxiv,  Ixxv. 
„      John,  12,  13,  14,  16. 
„       William,  13,  14. 
Anglesey,  Lord,  xxi,  xxxi,  xxxii. 
Anion,  Richard,  173. 
Antrobus,  Thomas,  173. 
Apshawe  (Aspshawe),  John,  124,  126, 

126,  Ix. 
Arderne,  William,  Ixxx. 
Arlington,  Lord,  xxxiii. 
Arrowsmith,  Alice,  Ixxviii,  If.  128. 
Arundel,  Henry,  Earl  of,  181  ». 
Aschams,  xxzvii  n. 


Ashley,  Henry,  126. 

„      Joan,     123,     124,    125,    126; 
1  xxxiii,  Ixxxiv. 
Ashton,  Miles,  33. 
„       Nicholas,  29. 
„       Rafe,  138. 
Asmall,  William,  Ixxix,  Ixxx  n. 
Aspden,  Benet,  85. 
Aspshawe  {see  Apshawe). 
Aston,  Hugh,  li. 
Austin,  Mr.  T.,  xiii. 
Awcocke  [        ],  90  (see  also  Alcocke). 
Axon,  Mr.  W.  E.  A.,  xxxi. 
Aynscoe,  Ellen  and  John,  xxiii. 
Aynsworth,  Alice  (Alls),  131, 184,  185, 
186,  187. 
„  Christopher,  56. 

„  John,  184. 

„  Richard,    and    his    wife, 

184,  185,  186. 
„  See  also  Ainswortb. 

Bacon,  Sir  N.,  xli  n. 
Badcocke,  Alson,  xlix  n. 
Baigent,  Mr.,  Ixix. 
Bailie,  Elizabeth,  128. 
Ball   (Baulle),   Ellen   (Elene,   Elyne), 
(married   Thomas   Wicksted), 
61,  52 ;  Ixxviii. 
„     Joanna,  52. 
„      Margaret,  Ixxxi  n. 
„      Thomas,  52. 

„      William,   122,  208;   Ix,    Ixxxii, 
Ixxxiii. 
Ballard,  Ann  (born  Holden),  46,  46, 
47 ;  Ixxxv. 
„        James,  45,  46,  47  ;  Ixxxv. 
Bamfurd    (Walker    alias    Bamford), 

iHabella,  140,  141. 
Bancstcr,  Jnmcs,  169,  177. 
„       Van,  30. 
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Barcumbe,  Richard,  xlv  n. 
Barker,  Ann,  116. 

„       David,  155. 

„      John,  145  7i.,  146. 

„       John  II.,  Ixix. 

„       Randulph,  196. 

„       Richard,  123,  208. 

„       Thomas,  159. 

„       William,  33,  34. 
Barlow  (Barlowe),  James,  139. 

„      John,  125. 
Barnes,  John,  91,  92,  94,  Iv. 

„       Thomas,  131,  132. 
Barneshaw,  Humfrey,  Ixxx. 
Baron,  Nicholas,  72. 
Barrat,  William,  170. 
Bartholomew,  29  n.^  30  n.,  34  n.,  35  n., 

46  n.^  51  n.,  125  n. 
Barton,  Margery,  Ixxviii,  Ixxix,  Ixxx. 
Basnet,  Elizabeth,  209, 210 ;  Ix,  Ixxxiii. 
Bassel,  John,  172. 

Bath  and  Wells,  The  Bishop  of,  xxx  n. 
Bathoe,  William,  120,  121. 
Bavande,  Richard,  161,  165. 
Bawdry,  Ivii  n. 
Baxter,  Raff,  173. 
Bebington  (Bebinton),  Thomas,  161. 

William,  129. 
Beddow       (Bedoe),       Sir       William 

(Wylliam),  2,  52. 
Belen,  Alice,  (Belen  alias  Gidlowe),  li. 

„      Thomas,  li. 
Bellin,  Margaret,  87. 
Bennett  (Benet),  170. 

„       Robert,  174,  175. 
Bentam,  Ellen  (born  Bolton),  31,  32, 
33 ;  Ixxxiv. 

„  .       Richard,  32,  33  ;  Ixxxv. 

„         Thomas,  31,  32,  33  ;  Ixxxiv. 
Berkeley,  divers  Earls,  xxvii,  xxviii, 

xxxix,  xli  n. 
Bersher,  Ixii. 

Beyman,  Christopher,  171. 
Beyne,  Agnes,  xlv  n. 
Bildon,  Thomas,  junior,  192,  193. 
Billinge,  John,  138. 

„        Catherine,  Ixxviii  and  n. 
Billinton,  Anna,  86,  88. 
Bilsbie,  Gile  (married  to  Rafe  Holden), 

72. 
Bingham,  Captn.  Sir  Richard,  171, 172. 
Bingley,  John,  172. 
Birchall,  William,  Ixxxiii. 
Birchwood    (Birchwodde),     Richard, 
73. 


Bird,  Elizabeth,  187,   188,  189,  190, 
191,192,193,194,195;  xlivn., 
xlvi,  Ixxv. 
„     Mr.,  161. 
„     Richard,  152,  173. 
„     S.  R.,  xlix  n. 
„     William,  152,  165,  174. 
Birkenhead  (Birkenes),  Richard,  152, 

152  n. 
Bithell,  Thomas,  155. 
Blackburne  (Blagburne,  Blackborne), 
Henry,  137  ;  Ix,  Ixxv. 
„  Joan,  137,  138. 

William,  140. 
Blackhurst,  Sibil,  Ixxxvi. 
Blackston,  alias  Smith,  Jane,  153. 
Blackstone,  Charles,  193. 
Blakey,  Sir  Roger,  45,  46,  47. 
Blakhurst,  Jone,  71. 
„  Richard,  70. 

„  Sybil,    69,    70,    71,    210; 

xlviii,  Ixxxvi. 
Blundell,  James,  40,  43. 
Bodley,  Ellen,  Ix. 
Boich,  Henry,  xxix. 
Bolton,  Ellen  (Eleine,  Elene,  Ellein, 
„  Ellin),    (married     Thomas 

Bentam),  31, 32,  33 ;  Ixxxiv. 
„        Jane,  128. 

„        Katherine       (married      Rafe 
Fishe),  33,  34  ;  Ixxxiv. 
Bond,  Elizabeth,  145. 
Bonner,  B.,  Ixviii. 
Booth  (Bothe),  ,  78. 

Borde,  Andrew,  Iviii  n. 
Boscawen,  Mr.  St.  Chad,  Ixiv. 
Bostock    (Bostoke,     Bostok),     John, 
132. 
Rafe,  122. 
Boswell,  Henry,  49. 
Boteler,     Jn.     Bransey,     Lancashire, 
Ixxxvii  n. 
„  Isabell,  Ixxxvii  n. 

Bowes,  Sir  William,  xxiv  n. 

,,       Margery,  xxiv  n. 
Bowker,  Antonie,  184,  186. 
Bowne  (?  Brown),  Henry,  99. 
Bowre,  Richard,  197. 
Boyes     (Boys)    Grace,    (married     to 

Robert  Talbot),  16;  Ixxv. 
Bradburne,  Margaret,  97. 
Bradley,  Margaret,  129,  130. 
(Bradley's  Stratman's  Diet.,  117  n.) 
Bradshawe,  (Master  Doctour)  Piers,  51. 
„        (Sir)  Robert,  140. 
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Bradshawe,  Roger,  130. 

„         (Sir)  Simon,  82,  83,  84. 
Braine,  Roger,  127. 
Bramall,  Edward,  140,  141. 
Brand,  Ivii  n. 

Brandlyngs,  Sir  Robert,  Iviii. 
Brererey,  Mr.,  162. 

Brereton  (Brerton),  Alice  (?  Jane),  27  ; 
Ixxxii. 
„         Geffrey,  Ixxxi,  Ixxxi,  n.  1. 
„         Jane  (married  to  John  Somer- 
ford),25,26,27,28;  Ixxxii. 
„         Ricliard,  Ixxxi,  top. 
(Sir)  William,  27,  28. 
Brerewood     (Brerewod,    Brerewode), 
Elizabeth,     123,    208, 
209. 
Mr.  ,  161. 

„  Robert,  174. 

Bretherton  (see  Brotherton). 
Bretten,  Sir  Rich.,  Ixxiv  n. 
Bretton,  Galfrid,  125. 
Brevokes,  Thomas,  15  n. 
Brians  (Brine,  Briens,  Bryne),  Roger, 

127,  173. 
Brickhill,  Edmund,  170. 
Bridge,  Christabella  (Christable  Bridge 
alias  Hope),  85, 
„       Elizabeth  (born  Ramsbotham), 

6,  7,  8,  9  ;  Ixxi,  Ixxii. 
„       John,  6,  7,  7  n.,  8,  9 ;    xviii, 

xix,  Ixxi,  Ixxii. 
„       Thomas,  8,  9. 
„       William,  14. 
Brindley,  Tliomas,  114. 
Broadhurst    (Brodhurst),   Alice,   134 ; 

Ix  Ixi  Ixxxiv 
Brock,  Robert,  1*90,  192,  200,  201,  202. 
Brodley,  Ellin,  125. 
Bromfeld,  Thomas,  210. 
Bromley,  Master,  128,  129. 
Brooke  (Broke),  Matilda,  77. 
Brooke,  Richard,  xxii. 
Broster,  Richard,  165,  171,  173. 
Brotherton  (?  Bretherton),   John,  68, 

69  ;  xlvi,  Ixxxvi. 
Broughton,  Mr.  ,  161. 


Browne,  Allison,  xlix  n. 
„         Henry,  99. 
James,  6. 


Maister 


118,119;  lix. 


Brydge,  Ixii. 

Bryinestich     (Brymostoich),    Henry, 

152. 


Brymestich,  Thomas,  152,  152  n.,  156. 
Bryne  (or  Brians),  Roger,  127,  173. 
Buccleugh,  Countess  of,  sxxii. 
Bulkely,  Thomas,  168. 
Bunbury,  Edward,  xxii. 
„         Thomas,  152. 
Bupy  (or  Buxy),  Peter,  169. 
Burgenye,  Richard,  21. 
Burges,  Margaret,  Ixxxi,  n.  2. 
„         Roger,  131. 
.,        Thomas,  208. 
Burkill  (see  Brickhill). 
Burleigh  (Burgheley),  Lord  W.,  166  ; 

Ixiv. 
Burn,  J.  S.,  xxxvi  w,  xxxix,  xlv  n. 
Burns  (Ecclesiastical  Law),  xxxii. 
Buron,  Humphrey,  Curate  of  Chedill, 

Ixxvi. 
Burton,  Christopher,  150. 
„       Edmund,  63. 
„       Elizabeth   (Burton   alias  Ec- 

cles),  62,  63  ;  Ixxxi. 
„       Henry,  150. 
„       John,  62,  159. 
Butler,  Mr.         ,  180. 
Butterworth,  Charles,  Ixxxiv. 
„  John,  Ixxxiv. 

„  Robert,  Ixxxiv. 

Bybbye,  Roger,  67,  68 ;  Ixxxv. 

Cadogan,  Sarah,  xxxiii. 

„         Wm.  (1st  Earl  of),  xxxiii. 
Calderwood,  xxxi. 

Calkin  (Cawkin),  Margaret,  38  n.,  39, 
42. 

„       William,  39,  40,  42. 
Callis,  Richard,  171. 
Cally,  Thomas,  29. 
Canon,  Doctor,  168. 
Canterbury,     Archbishop     of,     xxxi, 

xxxii. 
Capper,  Robert,  111,  115. 
Carlson,  John,  108. 
Carr,  Robert,  xli. 
Carter,  Ellen,  200,  201 ;  xliv  n.,  Ixxxv, 

Ixxxvi. 
Carter  (?  Carler),  Fnlco,  156. 
Cary,  (Sir)  George,  178,  179. 
Case,  Thomas,  151,  164. 
Cash,  Agnes,  62. 
Catly,  1  homas,  29. 
Caton,  Randle,  168,  159. 
Cecil!,  Sir  Wm.,  xli. 
Cecyll,  (Sir)  Robert,  167, 168,  179. 
Chadderton,  Joan,  xxii. 
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Chaderton,  Wm.,  Bp.  of  Chester,  xxii, 

xxxviii,  Ixxvi. 
Cliadock,  William,  84.  ^ 
Chadwick,  James,  Ixxxiv. 
Chamber,  Henry,  xl. 
Chambers,  xxxii. 
Chaucer  (Poet),  xl. 
Chauntrell,  Mr.  Paul,  149  n. 
Chester,  City  Conduit  Keeper,  Ixiv. 
„        City  Waits,  Ixiv. 
„       Deputy  Bailiff  of  the  County 

Exchequer,  Ixiii. 
„        Mayors  of  (Mr.  Maior,  &c.), 

145—182 ;  Ixiii,  Ixiv. 
„       Sheriff  of,  192,  195 ;  xlvi,  Ixiii, 

Ixiii  n. 
„        William,  Bishop  of,  27,  196 ; 
Ixxvi, 
Chetam,  John,  21,  27,  43,  62,  63. 
Chichester,  (Sir)  Arthur,  179. 
Cholmondeley  (Cholmely),  (Sir)  Hugh 
(Knight),  128,   129; 
Ixxvi. 
„  Master,  122. 

Christofers,  Margaret,  140. 
Church,  John,  145. 

Claiton   (Claitton,    Cleiton,    Cleyton), 
Edward,  Ixxxi,  at  foot. 
„        Katherine,  117, 118,  119,  120  ; 
Ixxiii. 
William,  117,  118,  119,  120; 
lix. 
Clare,  William,  97,  98  ;  Ivi,  Ixxv. 
Clark,  Mr.  Chas.  J.,  xxxiii. 
Clarke,  Bridget,  xxxiii. 

„       John,  Ixxvii,  and  n. 
Cleaver,  xlviii  n. 

„        Robert,  xlvii  n. 
Cleveland,  Dnchess  of,  xxxiii. 
Cliff,  John,  100,  101 ;  Ixxxii,  Ixxxii  n. 
Clifford,  Elizabeth,  d.  of  Thomas,  Lord 
Clifford,  xxxii. 
„        Thomas,  Lord,  xxxii. 
„        Vincent,  171. 
Clopton,  Ann,  xxx. 
Clough,  Jane,  127. 
Cockayne,  xxiv  n. 

Coke,  Ellen,  81  ;  Ixxxii  ?i.,  202,  203. 
„      George,  183,  184. 
„      Margeria,  50. 
„      Sir  Richard,  Curate  of  Eastham, 

Ixxii. 
„      William  (as  to  his  Will),  Ixxxv. 
„      See  also  Cooke. 
Coldock,  Margaret,  165. 


Coldock,  Richard,  165. 

Coles,  S  ,  167. 

Collen,  Edward,  Ixxix,  n.  2,  Ixxx. 

Coller,  Galtherns,  68. 

Collins,  Dr.,  Ixvii. 

Colly,  William,  120 ;  Ixxiii,  If.  58  bk. 

CoUyns,  Margaret,  147. 

Colson,  Helinor,  xlix  n. 

Colthurst,  Henry,  35. 

Connell,  Claude,  Ixix. 

Conway  (Conwaie),  Christopher,  149. 

Cooke,  Jeffrey,  151. 

„      See  also  Coke. 
Cope,  Sir  William,  xxxiii. 
Coppock  (Cappock),  Alex.,  175,  176. 
Corbet,  Mr.         ,  180. 
Cotgrave,  lix  n. 

Cotgreve,  John,  91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96, 
97 ;  Ixxiv,  Ixxv,  Ixxvi, 
Ixxvii,  Ixxviii. 

„  John,  clerk,  of  St.  Peters, 

Chester,  li,  Iv,  Ixiii. 

„  Randulph,  65. 

Cottes,  Edward,  172. 
Cotton,  Mr.  Jas.  Sutherland,  xxxiii. 
Coventree,  Widow  (Wedew),  173. 
Cowburne,  George,  54. 

„  Henry  (Henrie),  56. 

„  Rafe,  54. 

Cowdale,  Robert,  Ixxvi,  n.  2. 
Cowper,  Roger,  Ixxi,  n.  2. 
Cox,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Ixxxvii. 
Cragge,  John,  xlix  n. 
Cranes  Wife,  170  ;  Ixiv. 
Cranmer,  xlviii  n. 
Crockett,  Roger,  89,  91,  119,  120. 
Croft  (Crofte),  Richard,  90. 

„     William,  89,  90,  91. 
Crompton,  Isabella,  130, 131 ;  Ix,  Ixxiii. 

,,  Jenkin,  130 ;  Ixxiv,  If.  69. 

„  John,  130,  131. 

Cromwell,  Thomas,  xlviii  n. 
Crosse,  Elizabeth,  99,  100  ;  Ixxxi. 
Crowshawe,    Margaret   and    William, 

Ixxxiii,  If.  201  ;  Ixxiv,  If.  203  bk. 
Culcheth,  Elizabeth,  51 ;  Ixxiii. 

„         Rafe,  51 ;  Ixxiii. 
Cumberland,  Earl  of,  xli. 
Cupper,  William,  15  n. 
Cutt,  Robert,  160,  161. 

Dakyn,  Dr.  John,  xxvii. 

Dalby,  ,  168. 

Dalton,  Michael,  xxxvi  n.,  xxxix  n, 

Dampart  (see  Davenport). 
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Danbie,  Simon,  72. 
Daniel,  ,  180. 

Darcy,  Dowsabel,  xxiv  n. 

„       Lord,    xxi,    xxii,    xxiii,    xxiv, 

xxiv  n.,  XXV,  xxvi,  xxvii. 
,,       Mary,  xxiii,  xxiv,  xxv,  xxvi, 
xxvii. 
Darlington,  Rondull,  86,  87. 
Davenport     (Danipart,      Damparte), 
Elizabeth  (born    Page), 
22  ;  XX,  Ixxiv,  Ixxvii. 
„  Ellen    (married    to    John 

And  re  we),    12,    13,    14, 
15 ;  Ixxiv,  Ixxv. 
„  John,  13,  14,  15,  17. 

„  Master,  62. 

„  Thomas,  22  ;  xx,  Ixxvii. 

„  Thomas  M.,  Ixviii. 

David,  Jane,  102,  103,  104,  105,  106, 
107,    108,    109,    110;    Iviii, 
Ixxii,  Ixxiii,  Ixxiv,  Ixxv. 
„       John,    sacristan,     188,      190 ; 

xliv  n. 
„      Katherina(Knarad,Kanaurand, 

Knawrade),  102,  103,  107. 
„       Robert  ap,  102, 103, 104 ;  Ixxii. 
„      Roger  ap,  102,  103,  104,  105, 
106,107,108,109,110;  Iviii. 
„      William,  109. 
Davies,  Aldersey,  170. 
„       Jane,  156. 
„       Phil,  XV. 
Decies,  Vicount,  xxxii. 

,,       Vicountess,  xxxii. 
Delavall,  John,  xliii  n. 
de  Lisle,  Lord,  xxviii. 
de  Merlay,  Roger,  xxiii  w. 
de  Montford,  Simon,  xl  n. 
Denwall,  William,  175. 
Derby  ( Darby e),  the  Earl  of,  48,  180 ; 

xviii,  xxii. 
Dering,  Edward,  Ixii. 
Derwall,  Richard,  208. 
de  Svde,  William,  xli. 
de    Puenge    (Thweng),    Mamiaduke, 

xxiii  H. 
de  Umfraville,  Gilbert,  xl  n. 
D'Ewes,  Sir  Simonds,  xxi,  xxix,  xxx. 
Dewhuret,  Richard,  16. 
Dicconson,  Christopher,  29. 
Dichfelde,  John,  97. 
Dickaon,  Richard,  32. 
Dicon,  George,  63. 
Diconson,  Mistrin,  Ixxii  n. 
Dilon,  Henry,  188,  189,  190,  191,  192, 


193,   194,  195,  196;   xliv  n.,  xlvi, 
Ixxv. 
Dimock,  ,  110. 

Dockwra,  (Sir)  Henry  (Knight),  179. 
Dodd  (Dod,  Dood),  Alice,  76,  77. 
„      Bartime,  li. 
„     Geoffrey,  173. 
„      Roger,  150. 
„     Rondull,  135,  136. 
Richard,  15C 
Thomas,  52. 
Donnyng,  Margaret,  xlvii  n, 
Downes,  Humfrey,  203. 

Jane,  81,  202,  203. 
Reginald,  81,  202,  203 ;  liv, 
Ixxiv,  Ixxvi. 
Doxie,  Anne,  100 ;  Ixxxii,  Ixxxiii. 
Dublin,  Adam,  168. 
Duckley,  Sir  Richard,  190. 
Duckworth,  Henry,  138. 

William,  89,  90. 
Dudson,  Edmond,  Ixxxi  n. 
„        Elizabeth,  Ixxvii. 
Dugdale,  Margaret  (married  to  Robert 

Mason),  30,  31  ;  xviii,  Ixxxiii. 
Duncalf,  Mr.  ,  15. 

Dunn  (see  Donne). 
Dunsterfield,  William,  174. 
Dutton,  Alice  (married  to  John  Starkie), 
49,  50,  51 ;  Ixxii. 
„      Ann  (married  to  Wm.  Stanley), 

47,  48,  49  ;  Ixxxv. 
„       Brigitte    (married   to    George 
Spurstowe),  38,  39,  40,  41 ; 
Ixxxv. 
„      John,    159,    160,    161;    Ixxix 

and  ?i.,  Ixxx  n. 
,,      Margaret   (born  Stanley),  41, 

42,  43  ;  XX,  Ixxxv. 
„      Peter,  160. 
„      Rafe  (Rondull),  38  n.,  39,  40, 

42  50   51. 
„       Roland,  41,  42,  43  ;  xx,  Ixxxv. 
Dymoke,  Sir  Edward,  xxiv  n, 

Earwaker,  J.  P.,  139  ?i.,  142  n.,  149  h., 
152  n.;  xiv,  xiv  ?i.,  xvii  n.,  xix  n., 
xxin.,  xxiii,  xxv,  xxxviii,  Ixi,  Ixvn., 
Ixxiii  n. 

Eastwood  (Estwood),  Agnes,  86. 

Eaton  (Eiton,  Helton,  Hey  ton),  James, 
83,  84. 
„     Mary  (Marie),  82,  83,  84 ;   liv, 

Ixxxiii. 
„      Richard,  123. 
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Eaton,  William,  82,  83,  83  ii.,  84,  85 ; 

liv,  Ixxxii,  Ixxxiii. 
Eblethwaite,  Robert,  82. 
Eccles,  Elizabeth  (P^cclesaZias  Burton), 
62,  63 ;  Ixxxi. 
„      Mr.,  xxxiv,  xxxv. 
„      Richard,  135. 
Edge,  Margaret,  Ixxvii,  and  n.  2. 

„      Thomas,  121. 
Edmund,  Morgan,  187,  188,  189,  190, 
191,  192,  193,  194,  195  ;  xlvi,  Ixxv. 
Edward,  David  ap,  110. 
Egerton,   (Sir)  Philip  (Phelippe),  87, 
88  ;  Iv,  Ixxii  n. 
„      Roger,  88. 
Eiton,  Katherine,  Ixxviii  and  n.,  Ixxix, 
Ixxx. 
„      Mary,  Ixxxii,  Ixxxiii. 
„      William,  Ixxxii,  Ixxxiii. 
„      See  Eaton. 
Eliakim,  King,  xxvii. 
Ellart,  John,  179. 

Ellis,  Alice  (Alis  Mathue  alias  Ellis, 
married  to  Peter  Hope),  18, 
19,  20,  21 ;  xviii— Ixxvii. 
„      or  Edge,  Margaret,  Ixxvii,  n.  2. 
„       Mathue,  21. 
Emery  (see  Amery). 
Emmot,  Barnard,  47. 
England,  Earl  Marshall  of,  168. 

„        Lord  High  Treasurer  of,  176. 
Entwistle  (Entwisell),  Constance  (mar- 
ried  to   Andrew  Haworth),   9,  10 ; 
Ixxii,  Ixxiii. 
Essex,  Earl  of,  168,  170  ;  xxix. 

„       Wm.,  xxxiii. 
Evans,  Jenkin  (Jankin),  109. 

„       Richard,  169,  172. 
Eurye,  Lord,  xix,  xix  n.^  xxi,  xxiii, 
xxiv,  XXV. 
„        Mary  (born  Darcy),  xxiii,  xxiv, 
XXV,  xxvi,  xxvii. 
Ezechias,  xxvii,  xxix. 

Farefaxe,  William,  of  Alne,  Yorkshire, 

xxiv. 
Farmer,  Mr.,  Ixvi  n. 
Farrow,  John,  157. 

Fazakerley        (Fazakerleis),        Ellen 
(Eleine),  102. 
Henry,   102  n.,  117,  204, 
205,   206,    207;    Ixxiii, 
If.  41,  If.  61. 
„  Margaret,  93,  95  ;    Ixxiii, 

If.  41,  If.  61. 


Fazakerley,  Master,  23. 
„  Robert,  151. 

Fernhed,    John,    Rector    of    Limme, 

Ixxvi. 
Fishe,  Katherine  (born  Bolton),  33, 34  ; 
Ixxxiv. 
„     Rafe,  33,  34  ;  Ixxxiv. 
Fisher,  Joanna,  Ixxix  n. 
Fitton,  (Sir)  Edward,  xlii. 

^  „       Mary,  xlii. 
Fitzgerald,  Catherine,  xxxi. 
Fitzherbert,  xxxvi  n. 
Flamock,  Wm.,  xl. 
Fletcher  (Fletchar),  170. 

„        Anne   (born    Whitfield),   22, 

23,  24 ;  Ixxix. 
„        Captn.,  xlix  n. 
„        John,  23  ;  xliv  n. 
„        Robert,  24,  162,  164. 
„        Thomas,  22,  23,  24  :  Ixxix. 
„        Thomas  (Mayor  of  Chester), 

162,  163,  164,  165,  166. 
„        William,  Ixxxii. 
Foot,  William,  xlii  n. 
Ford  (Foord),  Patrick,  174,  175,  176. 
Forman,  Dr.,  xxix,  xxx. 
Forrest,  Robert,  34. 
Foster,  Iviii. 
Fowdon,  Randle,  62. 
Fowler,  Mr.,  xlvii  n. 
Foxall,  Robert,  170. 
Foxe,  Oliver,  57. 

Fradsam,    Margaret,    188,    189,    194; 
Ixxiii. 
„  Randle,    85,    86,    87,    88; 

Ixxiii. 
Francis  (Frauncis),  John,  168. 

„       William,  180. 
French,  (Sir)  Thomas,  34,  35.  183. 
Frost,  Constance,  122,  123,  208,  209; 

Ix,  Ixxxii,  Ixxxiii. 
Furnivalls,  The  founder  of  the  York- 
shire Branch,  xl. 
Fyton,  John,  165. 

Gallimour  (Gallimoure),  William,  100, 

101. 
Gam,  Alice,  121. 

„     John,  120,  121  ;  Ixxiii,  If.  58  bk. 
Gamon,  Mr.  John,  xv,  Ixvi,  Ixvi  n. 
Gamull  (?  Gannull),  Edmund,  146,  160, 

160  n.,  161. 
Gardener,  Ellen,  97,  98,  99;   Iv,  Ivi, 
Ixxv. 
„  Richard,  172. 
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Garnet,  Alexander,  67,  68. 

Garrat  (Garrate,  Garret),  George,  91, 

92,  94,  96. 
Gates,  H.  N.,  Ixviii. 
Gaymestral,  Cicely,  169. 
Gay  ton,  John,  195,  196. 
Gee,  Jenet,  100. 

Gerrard    (Jerrarde,     Jerratt),    Elline, 
xxiii  n. 
„  (Sir)  Gilbert,  180;  xxii. 

„  Rondull,  92,  94. 

„  (Sir)  Thomas,  2,  3,  4 ;  Ixxv, 

Ixxxii. 
Geslinge,  Laurence,  202. 
Gest,  Christopher,  44. 
Gibbons,  A.,  Ixviii. 

„        Henry,  146. 
Gidlowe,  Alice  (Bellin  alias  Gidlowe), 
li. 
„         Eleine,  198. 
„         liobert,  198,  199,200;  1. 
Gilbert,  Sir  Humphrey,  xli  n. 

„       William,  107,  110. 
Giles,  xxxvii  n. 
Gill,  Robert,  179. 

Gillam,  Agnes  (or  Anne),  126,  127, 
128  ;  lix,  Ixxxiv,  Ixxxv. 
„       Ellin,  126, 127  ;  Ixxxiv,  Ixxxv. 
„       Jasper,  177. 

„       Matilda  (or  Mawde),  127, 128. 
„       Thomas,  127. 
Gittin,  Joan,  12.S. 
Glasior,  John,  149. 
Glyn,  Henry,  Ivii  n. 
Golburne,  Ilafe,  121. 

„        Thomas,  62. 
Gold,  John.  170. 
Goodman,  Rafe,  Ixxix. 
Gosely,  Henry,  172. 
Gottschalk,  Pastor,  xlii  n.,  xliii  n. 
Grafton,  Duke  of,  xxxiii. 
Gratwood,  Mr.         ,  180. 
Gravenour,  of  Eaton,  181. 
„  John,  62. 

„  Margaret,  71. 

Greene  (Grene),  Mr.  ,  161,  168. 

„      Thomas,  162,  166,  174. 
„      William.  173. 
Greenhill,  Thomas,  xliii  n. 
Gregory  (Gregorie),  Hugh,  76,  77. 
„        Matilda    or    Mawde     Price, 
filian  Gregory,  76,  77,  78, 
79;  li  n.,  liii,  Ixxiii. 
„        Rondail,  76,  77,  78,  79;  liii, 
Ixxiii. 


Gregory,  Saint,  xxix. 
Grenehalgh,  Ann,  129,  130. 

„  Fraimcis,  129,  130. 

„  Richard,  33,  34. 

Thomas,  129, 130;  Ixxxv. 
Griffin,  Mistris,  119. 
Griffith,  David  ap,  103,  104,  190. 

„        Edward,  187,  188,  190,  191, 

193. 
„        William,  179. 
Grimsdiche,  Christian,  57,  Ixxiv. 

„  Mistres,  189. 

Grondye,  George,  xliv  n. 
Grosvenor  {see  Gravenour). 
Guest  {see  Gest). 
Gunners,  Richard,  169. 
Guyle,  ,  177. 

Haie,  Richard,  68  {see  also  Hey). 
Haiton,  Richard,  123  {see  also  Eaton). 
Haliwall,  Henry,  Ixxvi  n. 
Hall,  James,  117  n.,  118  n. 
„     John,  170. 
„     Mr.,  xli. 
Halle,  liv  n. 
Halsall,  Ann,  Ixxii. 

„        Edward,  159. 

„        Henry,  Ixxii,  If.  21,  If.  45. 

„        Matthew,  133. 

„        Thomas,  132. 

„        Walter,  170. 
?  Haiton,  Richard,  123. 
Hamilton,  44  n.,  47  n. 
Hamnet,  Henry,  175. 
„        Randle,  Ixxii  n. 
„        William,  160. 
Handford,  (Sir)  John,  15. 
Hankinson,  Rondull,  5. 
Hardacre  (Ilardcar),  James,  8. 
Harding,  Ixii. 
Ilardinge,  Agnes,  112,  115. 
Hardman,  John,  30. 
Hardware,  Henry,  174,  175,  177,  178. 
Hare,  Rafe,  128,  129;  Ixxxiv. 
Hargrevee    (Hargrovis),   Christopher, 

138;  Ixi. 
Harington,  Sir  John,  xxii. 
Harris,  Mr..  Ixix. 

„       Richard,  Ixviii. 
Harrison,  xv,  liv  ?t.,  ixii. 
„         Robert,  34. 
„         Thomas,  35. 
Hartley,  Christofer,  46,  46,  47. 

„        Jnmes,  46. 

„        Peter,  80 ;  liii. 
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Haselwall,  Mary  (Maria),  91,  94,  95,96. 

„  Kautt',  154  ;  Ixiii. 

Hassall  (of  Ilankelowe),  181. 
Hastings,  Sir  Hugh,  xxiv  n. 
Hatton,  (Sir)  Christopher,  180. 

„       Kichard,  126. 
Haughe,  George,  82,  83. 
Haughton,  Humfrey,  162. 
Haweis,  Mrs.,  Ixv. 
Hawke,  Margaret  (married  to  Henry 

Whittakers),  29,  30  ;  Ixxxiii. 
Haworth,  Andrew,  9,   10,  11;    Ixxii, 
Ixxiii. 
„  distance  (born  Entwistle), 

9,  10  ;  Ixxii,  Ixxiii. 
„  Margery  (born  Heydocke), 

11 ;  Ixxiii. 
„  Peter,  11  ;  Ixxiii. 

Haydocke,  David,  32. 

„  George,  65,  66. 

„  See  also  Heydocke. 

Heath,  George,  174. 
Heaton  (see  Eaton). 
Hefeild   (Hefeld,    Heighfeld,   Heygh- 
feld),  Ixxvii. 
„        Jenkin  (Jankin),  115,  116. 
„        John,      114,     115 ;      Ixxvii, 
Ixxvii  n. 
Heisham,  Robert,  101. 
Hellard,  William,  xli. 
Herbert,  William,  xlii. 
Hervey,  Lord  Arthur,  xxx  n. 
Hethcote,  Ellein,  Ixxxi,  n.  2. 
Hewett,  of  Dunton  Basset,  xxxii. 

„       See  Huet. 
Hey,  Roger,  138  {see  also  Haie). 
Heydocke,  Margery  (married  to  Peter 
Haworth),  11 ;  Ixxiii.    ^^ee  also  Hay- 
docke. 
Heyton  {see  Eaton). 
Hide,  Master,  Ixxxi  n. 
Hill,  John,  170. 
Hilton,  Henry,  87,  88  ;  Ixxii  n. 
Hindill,  Christopher,  72. 
Hine,  Hugh,  154. 

„     John,  Ixxi,  n.  2. 
Hocknell,  John,  152,  156. 
„  Margaret,  172. 

Hodgson,  Edmund,  xlix. 
Hodson  (Hogson),  John,  133. 

„       Roger,  132,  133 ;  Ixi,  Ixxvii. 
Holbrok,  Thomas,  161. 
Holcrofte,  (Sir)  William,  74. 
Holden,  Anne  (?  Jane,  married  James 
Ballard),  45,  46,  47. 


Holden,  Gile  (born  Bilsbie),  72. 

„        Lettice,  72. 

„        Rafe,  72,  73  ;  liii,  Ixxi. 
Sibell,  72. 

„        Thomas,  56. 
Holford,  Christofer,  52. 

Humfrey,  209,  210. 

„        James,  26. 

„        John,  26. 

„        Richard,  146. 
Holland,  Alice,  99. 

„         George,  198,  199,  200. 
Hollenbury,  John,  170. 
Holme,  Agnes,  83,  83  n. 

„       Elizabeth,  84. 

„       Hugh,  60. 

„       Matilda  (or  Mawde),  121,  122  ; 
Ixxv,  Ixxvi. 
Holt,  Hugh,  97,  98,  99. 

„      William,  97,  98. 
Holte,  John,  xli. 
Hood,  Christopher,  178. 
Hoole,  Christopher,  179. 
Hoothorne    (Hothorne),   Peter,   xxiv, 

XXV. 

Hope,  Alice  (Alis,  born   Ellis    alias 
Mathue),  18, 19,  20, 21 ;  xviii. 
„       Christian,  21. 
„       Christabella      (Bridge       alias 

Hope),  85. 
„       Peter,    18,   19,  20,  21  ;    xviii, 

Ixxvii,  Ixxviii. 
„       Richard,  21. 
Horton,  John,  Ixxxiv. 

„        Richard,  Ixxviii,  If.  148. 

„        Roger,  153 ;  Ixxix,  line  1  (see 

also  Houghton). 
„        Warbara,  Ixxxiv. 
„        William,  Ixxxiv. 
Hostiensis,  xxix. 
Hotersall,  John,  Ixxiv  and  n. 
Hotham,  William,  xxv. 
Hothersall,     Margaret     (married     to 
Alexander    Osbaldiston    or    Osbos- 
ton),    34,    35,    183,    184;    Ixxxiv, 
Ixxxv. 
Hough,  Roger,  134,  135. 
Houghton,  Lady  Ann,  Ixxiv,  Ixxiv  n. 
„  Humffrey,  164. 

„  Edward,  Ixxxiv  n. 

„  Isabell,  72  ;  Ixxi. 

„  Sir    Richard,    and    Lady, 

Ixxiv,  Ixxiv  n. 
„  See  also  Horton. 

Hove  (?  Houe  or  Howe),  Henry,  172. 
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Howarth,  Andrew,  Ixxii,  If.  40 ;  9,  10, 

11. 
„         Custance   (born   Entwistle), 

Ixxii,  Ixxiii. 
Howell,  Humfri  ap,  103. 
Huet,  Jolin,  64. 
Hulse,  Elizabeth,  4,  5,  6 ;  xiv,  Ixxi. 

„      George,  4,  5,  6  ;  xiv,  xviii,  Ixxi. 
Hulton,  William,  162,  163. 
Hunt,  Adam,  149. 
Huntington,  John,  96. 

„  Margaret,  168. 

Hurst,  Thomas,  171. 
Hutchens,  John,  157. 
Huyton,  Thomas,  Ixxvi  n. 

Ince,  Alice,  68,  69  ;  xlvi,  xlvii,  Ixxxvi. 
„     Handle  (Randulph),  162, 174, 175. 
„     Richard,  156,  157. 
Ingham,  Ciscilia,  124. 
Ireland,  Lord  Chancellor  of,  177. 

„      Lord  Deputy  of  (Lord  Mount- 

joye),  175,  176,  179,  180. 
„       Lord  Justices  of,  177. 
„      Thomas,  66,  67  ;  xliv. 
Irlam,  one,  82, 
Irvine,   Mr.    W.    F.,   48   n. ;    xxii,   1, 

Ixxxvii. 
Isherwood  (Isherwod),  Anne,  53. 
„  Margaret,  93. 

„  Roger,  53. 

Ithell,  R.,  Ixxxiv. 

Jackson,  John,  123,  124,  125,  126. 
Jardine,  John,  xlii  n. 
Jeaff'erson,  Mr.  Cordy,  xiii. 
Jefferyes,  P]lizabetli,  174. 
Jenkin    (Jankin),   Thilip   (Phelippe), 
120,  121  ;  Ixxiii,  If.  58  bk., 
Ixxiv. 

„        Kate,  Ixxix,  Ixxix  n.,  Ixxx  n. 
Jenkinson,  William,  Ixxxii. 
Jenson,  Raff,  172. 
Jepson,  Nicolas,  184,  185,  186,  187; 

xlvi,  Ixxi. 
Jerome,  St.,  xxviii. 
Jerrarde  {ne.c  (lerrarde). 
Jerrat,   Randulph    (Rondull),   92,   94 

{see  Oerrard). 
John,  Agnes,  19. 

„  John  up,  19.  20,  102,  103,  104, 
106,  106,  107,  108,  109,  110; 
Iviii,  Ixxiii,  Ixxiv,  Ixxv. 

„      Roger  ap,  104. 

„     Thomasap,  107,  110. 


Johnson,  George,  57,  58,  59,  196  ;  xliv, 
Ixxvii. 
„        Mr.,  151. 
„         Peter,  123,  124. 
„         Robert,  208. 
Joseph,  Virgin  Mary's  husband,  Ixxx, 

n.  1. 
Josiah,  King,  xxvii. 
Joy,  Widow  (Wedow),  173. 

Kay  (Key),  Cecilea  (Cicilie,  Cicily),  58. 

„     Edmund,  6. 

„     Ellen,  101  ;  Ixxxiii. 

,,     George,  58. 

„     John,  7,  129,  130. 

„     (Sir)  Oswald,  3. 
Kelly's,  50  n  ;  Ixxiii  ?i.,  Ixxvi  n. 
Kelsall,  Katherine,  135. 

Richard,  135. 
Ken  dale,  Margaret,  xlvii  n. 
Kendricke,  Master,  141 ;  Ixii. 
Kenworth,  Elena,  113. 
Key  {see  Kay). 
Killymer,  David,  155. 
Kilshaw  (Kilshae),  Thomas,  44. 
Kinge,  William,  154,  161. 
Kirforte,  Katarina,  50. 
Kirks,  Robert,  146,  149. 

„      William,  172. 
Kitchin,  Edward,  167. 

„         William,  Ixxix,  n.  2. 
Knee,  Richard,  159,  160. 
Knight,  Geo.  Hy.,  Ixix. 
„       William,  146,  167. 

Langdalo,  John,  177. 

Langton,  Sir  Thomas,  Ixxv,  Ixxxii,  If. 
90  bk. 

Large  (Larg),  Robert,  38,  38  n.,  41. 

Laton,  Robert,  147,  148. 

Lawton,  Robert,  148. 

Leche  (Lech,  Leeche),  Robert,  2,  3,  4, 
7,  9,  12,  15,  16,  19,  22,  23,  25,  30,  31, 
35,  37,  41,  47,  49,  51,  52,  65,  57,  60, 
63,  67,  68,  69,  73,  75,  76,  79,  80,  81, 
83,  86,  89,  91,  94,  95,  97,  100,  102, 
105,  108,  116,  117,  124,  132,  133, 
135,  136,  167,  183,  184,  185,  187, 
191,  194,  196,  202. 

Lee  {see  Leigh). 

Leene,  Robert,  146. 

Leigh  (Lee,  Leghe,  Leigbe),  Edward, 
139,  140  ;  Ixxxiv. 
„      Jolin,    106,   106,   107,  107  n., 
108,110,139;  Ivi. 
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Leigh,  Mr.  (of  tlie  Ridge),  5. 
„       Mr.  (of  Shorleye),  180. 
„       Oliver,  89,  90,  91 ;  Ixxiii,  Ixxv. 
„       liichard  ;  Ixxxii. 
,,       Robert,  124. 
Leighton  (see  Laton). 
Lenoster,  Mr.  Robert,  179. 
Leycester  (Leycestour),  B        ,179. 

„         (Sir)  Rafe,  125  ;  Ix. 
Leyland,  Joan  (married  Rafe  Whittall), 
12 ;  XX,  Ixxiv. 
„        Rafe,  12. 
Leyver,  Edmund,  65,  66. 
Lightons  Wife,  Iviii. 
Lincoln,  The  Bishop  of,  Ixvi  n. 

„        Bishop's       Secretary       (Mr. 
Smith),  Ixvi  n. 
Lineye  (Liney),  Alexander,  124,  125, 

126;  Ix. 
Lingley   (Lyngley),   John,   157,  158  ; 
Ixiii. 
„        Richard,  157. 
Lister,  (Sir)  Richard,  xl. 

„       Richard,  xl. 
Lithgo,  Matthew  (Mathue),  122. 
Litlour,  Cecilia,  209. 
„       Elizabeth,  209. 
„       Thomas,  209. 
Littlehales,  Mr.  Hy.,  Ixix. 
Littleton,  xxxvi  n. 
Liverpool,  The  Mayor  of,  xlvi. 
Livesay,  Richard  and  Ellen,  Ixxii. 
Lloyd  (Lloide),  David  (Dauid,  Davyd), 
152,  159,  160,  161,  165,  174. 
„      Elena  (Ellin),  104,  108. 
„      Richard,  109. 
Lomas,  Thomas,  130. 
Longstaff,  Mr,,  xxxiii. 
Looker,  Nicholas,  160,  161. 
Loundes,  Robert,  121. 
Lovetot,  Maud,  xl. 
Low  (Lough,  Lowe),  Agnes,  99. 
,,     Christopher,  155. 
„     Edward,  196. 
„     (Sir)  Edward,  131. 
„     Richard,  45  n.,  49,  56,  57,  196  ; 

xlv,  Ixxi. 
„     Roderick,  Ixxx,  n.  2. 
Lowther,  Agnes,  113,  115. 
„         Sir  Richard,  xxxii. 

Oliver,  105,  109,  110. 
Loye,  Wm.,  Iviii  n. 
Lycurgus,  xliii. 
Lynaker,  Thomas,  165,  178. 
Lyngley  (see  Lingley). 


Lynyall,  Thomas  (Mayor  of  Chester), 
155,  156,  157,  158,  160,  161. 

Lyons,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  xxiii. 

Lythgo  (see  Lithgo). 

Lyttleton,  Sir  John  and  his  Son  Wil- 
liam, xxxii. 

Maddock  (Madock),  William,  150. 
Maddocke,  Ellen,  Ixxii. 
Mainwaringe  (Manwaring,  Maynwar- 

yng), 

„  Alicie,  60. 

„  (Sir)  Arthur,  180. 

„  Ellen  or  Eleanor,  67,  68  ; 

xlvi,  Ixxxv. 
„  Humphrey,  134. 

„  Laurence,  117,  118, 119. 

„  Phillipe,  140. 

„  Randulph,  59,  193. 

Maisterson,  John,  118,  119. 
Maker,  Mr.  ,180. 

Makin,  Richard,  167. 
Malabari,  Mr.,  xxxiv. 
Man,    Katherine,    63,    64,   65;    xlix, 
Ixxxiii. 
„       Peter,  65. 
„      Seath,  82,  84. 
Manley,  Henry,  175. 
Manwaring  (see  Mainwaring). 
Man  well,  Thomas,  xlix  n. 
Mary,    Virgin,    and    her    snow-baby, 

Ixxx  n. 
Maskell,  xlvii  n. 
Mason  (Maison),  John,  30,  31. 

„      Margaret  (born  Dugdale),  30, 

31 ;  xviii,  Ixxxiii. 
„      Robert,  30,   30   n.,   31;   xviii, 
Ixxxiii. 
Massey  (Massie,  Massy),  Alice  (Alis), 
166. 
„       Jane  (born  Sumner),  25. 
„       Richard,  166  ;  lii. 
„       Robert,  25. 
„       Roger,  25  ;  Ixxxi. 
„      William,   146,  147,  148,  149, 
150,  166. 
Masterson,  Thomas,  Ixxix. 
Matham,  Thomas,  xxiv. 
Mathewe,  Andrew,  a  grocer  of  London, 

185. 
Mathue  (see  Alice  Ellis,  alias  Mathue, 

married  to  Peter  Hope),  Ixxviii. 
Melton,  Dorothy,  xxiv  n. 
„       Sir  John,  xxiv  n. 
Mercer,  Ellin,  187,  188,  190,  191. 
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Mercer,  Robert,  23. 

„       Thomas,  145. 
Meverill,  Mr.  ,  180. 

Michell,  John,  33. 
Middlehurst,  Richard,  201. 

„  Thomas,  200, 201 ;  Ixxxv, 

Ixxxvi. 
Middleton,  Iv  n. 
Milbourne,  Mrs.  Agnes,  xliii  n. 
Milner,  John,  150,  159. 
Minshull  (Mynshull),  Ellen  (Elena), 
113,  114,  115,  116. 
„         Mr.  ,  116. 

Mitchell,  Margery,  Ixxxi,  and  n. 
Mitton,  Henry,  28. 
Moels,  Elizabeth,  Ixxx  n. 
Molinex,  Sir  Richard,  205,  207. 
Monday  (Monelaes,  Moneley),  Henry, 
96,  97. 
„        Margaret,    91,    92,    93,    94, 
95,  96,  97  ;  Iv,  Ixxiv,  Ixxv, 
Ixxvi,  Ixxvii,  Ixxviii. 
Moore,  Master,  his  '  hoore,'  205. 
Mordaynte,  Mr.,  180. 
More  (Mores),  Margery  {alias  Vernon), 
16,  17,  18  ;  Ixxvii. 
„      Master,  17,  18,  205. 
„      Randle,  16,  17,  18,  117  ;  Ixxvii. 
Morgan,    Margery    (Marggerie),    120, 
121  ;  Ixxiii,  Ixxiv. 
„         Richard,  of  Beaumaris,  188, 
190. 
Morris,  Canon,  xiii. 
„      John,  172. 
„       Mr.  Wm.,  Ixv. 
Moss,  James,  Ixxxvi. 
Moston,  esquire,  189. 
Mountioie   (Mountioy),  Lord   Deputy 

of  Ireland,  175,  176,  179,  180. 
Mowbray,  Jn.,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and 

Ann  his  daughter,  Ixxxvii  n. 
Mullinex,  ,  168. 

„        See  also  Molinex. 
Mutchell,  Margery,  Ixxxi. 
Mutton,  Willimn,  149. 
Mynshull  {see  Minshull). 

Neadame,  Mr.  (of  Shentono  [Shoving- 

ton]),  180. 
Nemor,  John,  169. 
Newall,  Joan,  Ixxxi  n. 
„       Katarin,  133. 
Newparte,  Thomas,  162. 
Newaon,  Edward,  Vicar  of  Prestbury, 

Ixxvi. 


Newton,  John,  70,  71. 

.   »        (       ..        ),  178. 
Nicholas,  xxxii. 
Nicolson,  ,  169. 

„  Henry,  Ixxx,  Ixxxi  n. 

„  Isabella,  Ixxx,  Ixxxi  n. 

Norfolk,  Duke  of,  Ixxxvii  n. 
Northumberland,  The  Duke  of,  xl. 
Nuttall,  Jone,  129,  130;  Ixxxv. 

„       Thomas,  129,  130. 

Offley  (Office),  Robert,  172. 
Okell,  Ellin,  97. 
Okes  (Okis),  Katarina,  87,  88. 
Olton,  Isabel,  136. 

„      John,  135,  136  ;  Ixxxv,  Ixxxvi. 
„      Robert,  135,  136,  137. 
Ormisdich,  Mrs.,  of  Chester,  189. 
Orrell,  Isabell,  xxi. 
Orrel,  John,  Ixxii. 
Orton,  Richard,  208. 
Osbaldeston  (Osboston),  Alexander,  34, 
35,    183,    184;    Ixxxiv, 
Ixxxv. 
„  Lady,  35,  183,  184. 

„  Margaret    (born    Hother- 

sall),  34,   35,   85,   183, 
184 ;  Ixxxiv,  Ixxxv. 
„  Richard,  34. 

Otye,  Owen,  93. 
Oulton  {see  Olton). 
Overbury,  Sir  Thomas,  xxx. 
Owlthwayt,  John,  xlvii  n. 

Page,  Elizabeth  (married  to  Thomas 
Dampart),    22 ;     xx,    Ixxii, 
Ixxvii,  Ixxix. 
„       Rafe :    his  goods   and   widow, 
Ixxix. 
Parker,  Alexander,  28. 
„       Barnard,  46. 
„       Henry,  28. 
„       Janet  (Jenet),  28  ;  Ixxxii. 
„       Laurence,  28  ;  Ixxxii. 
Parkinson,  Elizabeth,  27. 

„  John,  27. 

Parro,  Richard,  197  ;  xxii. 

,,      Robert,  of  Backford,  xxii, Ixxvii. 
Partington,  Elizabeth,  83  n.,  84. 
Pattele,  Isabell,  128,  129  ;  lix,  Ixxxiv. 
Paul,  Mr.,  149   (?  Mr.   Paul  Chaun- 

trell). 
Pawton,  Thomas,  76 ;  liv. 
Payne,  John,  xl. 
Peacock,  E.  B.,  xlviii  n. 
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Pembroke,  The  Earl  of,  xli,  xlii. 

Pendleton,  Einme,  131. 

„  Richard,    131,    132;     Ixi, 

Ixxiv. 

Penk,  llicliard,  122. 

Percevall    (Persivall),    (Sir)    Richard, 
37. 
„  Robert,  169. 

Peter,  127,  128. 

Perdita,  Iv. 

Pery,  Alis,  194. 

Petre,  (Sir)  William,  181  n. 

Pharaoh,  xxix. 

Philippe,  Rondal,  li. 

Phillips,  Elizabeth,  157,  158. 

Phineus,  John,  121. 

Phrary,  John,  172. 

Piccope,  Rev.,  xiv  ;  1  n.,  2  n.,  4  n.,  6  n., 
7  n.,  9  n.,  10  n.,  11  7t.,  12  n.,  15  n., 
16  n.,  19  n.,  21  n.,  25  n.,  "2.1  n.,  29  n., 
30  n.,  31  n.,  32  n.,  33  n.,  34  n.,  35  n., 
37  n.,  38  n.,  41  n.,  43  n.,  45  »i.,  47  ?i., 
49  01.,  51 71.,  52  n.,  55  n.,  56  7i.,  57  n., 
59  *fc.,  61  n.,  63  7i.,  65  n.,  67  n.,  68  n., 
73  n.,  76  n.,  78  ?i.,  79  n.,  81  ?i.,  131  n., 
132  71.,  133  71.,  134  71.,  135  n.,  136  n., 
&c.     ^ee  Ixxi,  71.  1. 

Pickforth,  Richard,  63,  64 ;  xlvi,  xlix, 
Ixv,  Ixxxiii. 

Piers,  Margery,  135  ;  Ixi. 

Pierson,  Margaret  (Alatt  or  Pierson), 
73,  74,  75. 
„        Richard,    73,    74,    75 ;     liv, 

Ixxiii. 
„        William,  63. 

Pincok,  Thomas,  12. 

Plant,  Sir  Robert,  Ixxxi  n. 

Plato,  xliii. 

Plumpton,  William,  117,  204,  205,  206, 
207. 

Pole  (see  Poole). 
„    Robert,  193,  194,  195,  196. 

Pollet,  Elizabeth   (alias  Eccles),    62, 
63. 
„        Hugh,  62,  63  ;  xlix,  Ixxii  and 

n.,  Ixxxi. 
„         Janet,  85. 

Poole  (Pole,  Polle),  Elenora,  133. 
„     Elizabeth  (born  Tilston),  1. 
„      John,  152. 
„      Richard,  1,  17. 
„      (Sir)  Robert,  xxxii. 
„      Roger,  47. 

„     Thomas,  17,  133,  134,  172. 
„      William,  1,2;  Ixxi. 


Pope,  Thomas,  16. 
Port,  Thomas,  67. 
Porter,  Richard,  149. 
Pott,  Sibill,  81,  202,  203. 
Powel,  Charles,  xxxiii. 

„      Sir  Thomas,  xxxiii. 
Power,  John,  xxxi,  xxxii. 
Preston,   John,  his  daughter   Agnes, 
xxiii  71. 
„         William,  36. 
Price,  Ellen,  127. 

„      Henry,   76,  77,  78,   79 ;    li  7i., 

liii,  Ixxiii. 
,,      Matilda   or  Maude   {alias  Gre- 
gory), 76,  77,  78,  79  ;  liii. 
„      W.  H.,  50,  61  n.  ;  183,  &c. ;  xi, 
XV,  xxii. 
Prieste,  Hugh,  xlii. 

„        Joan,  xlii. 
Prince,  Elena,  93. 
„       Philip,  94. 
Pringle,  Andrew,  xxxii. 

„        Jonet,  xxxii. 
Prinros,  Henry,  171. 
Puleston,  Thomas,  lu5,  106,  109,  110. 
Pulford,  William,  155. 
Pulford's  house,  Ixxix. 
PuUe,  William,  a.d.  1436,  Ixxxvii  n. 
Puners,  Henry,  173. 

Rabon,  John,  152  (see  also  Rathbume), 
Radclitfe,  Margaret,  138. 

„        Master,  99, 139  (see  also  Rat- 
clif). 
Raine,  Canon,  44  n.,  57  71.,  67,  68; 

xxvii. 
Raines,  Rev.  F.  R.,  xxxii. 
Ramsbotham,  Elizabeth  (married  John 
Bridge),    6,    7,   8,   9; 
Ixxi,  Ixxii. 
„  See  also  Romisbotham. 

Ramshae,    Randle,   69,   70,   71,  210; 

xlviii,  Ixxxvi. 
Rand,  William,  Iviii. 
Ratclif  (Ratcliffe),  (Sir)  John,  180. 
„       Mawde,  149. 
„      See  also  Radcliffe. 
Rathburne,  John,  151. 

„  Richard  (Mayor  of  Ches- 

ter), 174. 
„  ^ee  also  Rabon. 

Rawlinson,  Iv.  n. 
Reames,  John,  172. 
Rehoboam,  King,  xxvii,  xxix. 
Res  (Rice),  John  ap,  127,  128. 
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Res,  a  headman,  190/6.  v 
Resadder,  188. 
Revington,  Thomas,  178. 
Reynolds,  Mr.,  xlii  n.,  xlv  n. 
Rice  (Res),  John  ap,  127,  128. 
Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  xl. 
Richardson,  David,  146,  147. 
„  Isabel!,  xlvi  n. 

John,  146,  147. 
„  Robert,  169. 

„  Thomas,  169. 

Widow  (Wedow),  169. 
Richmond,  Charles,  Duke  of,  xxxiii. 
Ricketts,  Mr.,  xliii. 
Ricroft  (Ricrofte),  Ellen  (Eleine,  El- 

leine),  46,  69,  60,  61,  196  ;  xlv,  xlvi, 

Ixxviii,  Ixxix,  Ixxx. 
Ridgway,  Richard,  Ixxxi. 
Ridley,  ,  171. 

„       John,  158. 
Rigmarden,  John,  xxii. 
Rile,  Alice  (Alis),  111,  112,  113,  114, 
115;  Ixxiii. 
„      Robert,  111,  112,  113,  114,  116; 

Iviii,  lix,  Ixxii. 
Riley  (Rily),  Robert,  136. 

„     Thomas,  29. 
Roales,  William,  172. 
Roberts,  Chas.,  xl  n. 
Robin,  Edward  ap,  88. 
Rochester,  Vicount,  xxix,  xxx. 
Rodon,  Peter,  Ixxix,  Ixxx  n. 
Rodorye,  John,  145. 
Rogers,  Elizabeth,  xxxiii. 
Rogerson,  P^hzabeth,  xxii,  Ixxxvii. 
Rokeby,  John,  xli. 
Roland,  Randle,  122. 
Romisbotham,    Roger,    72    (see    also 

Ramsbotham). 
Rondull,  John,  102,  103. 
Rope,  Alice  (Alis),  134. 

„      Laurence,  133,  134  ;  Ixxxiii 

„      Randle  (Rondull),  133,  134. 
Round,  Mr.  P.  Z.,  xlvii  n.,  Ixvii. 
Roycroft  {see  Ricroft). 
Royle  {see  Rile). 
Rues,  Wedow,  173. 
Russell,  Lord,  180  n. 

„       Robert,  88. 
Rye,  Mr.  Walter,  xxxi. 
Ryles,  Robert,  111  (aec  also  Rile). 

Saiger,  William,  33. 
Sale,  John,  147  {see  Sele). 
Saliabury,  William,  Earl  of,  xxix. 


Sampson,  Willliam,  xlv  n. 
Sangermano,  Father,  xlii  n. 
Santley,  Rondull,  119. 
Sare,  Williams,  178. 
Savage,  Lady,  172. 
Savory,  Dr.,  xxix. 
Scattabout,  Mawde,  121,  122. 
Scons,  John,  165. 
Scott,  Walter,  xxxii. 
Seaton,  Elizabeth,  126;  lix. 

„       John,  128  ;  lix. 
Seddon,  Cecilea,  99. 
Sedgwick,  Mistris,  173. 
Sefton,  William,  21. 
Sele,  John,  149  (see  Sale). 
Serjant,  Jane,  140. 
Seyman,  Richard,  xli. 
Seymor,  Sir  Robert,  xxxiii,  xxxi  v. 

„        Henry   (Son   of  Sir  Robert), 
xxxiii. 
Shackilton,  James,  28. 
Shakspere,  113  n.,  142  w. ;  xiv  7i.,  xlii, 

xlviii  n.,  xlix  n.,  1,  Iv,  Iv  >«,.,  Ix,  Ixv, 

Ixxxviii. 
Sharington,  Mr.,  xli, 
Sharman,  Anna,  136. 

„         George,  100,  101. 
Sharpe,  Elizabeth,  Ixxix  and  n. 

„       John,  17^2. 

„       Katharine,  Ixxix  and  n. 
Sharplus,  James,  9. 

„         Thomas,  56. 
Sherington,  George,  30. 
Shillito,     John,     Proctor     at     York, 

xxvi. 
Short,  Robert,  18. 

Shotilworth  (Shuttle worth),  Elizabeth, 
80 ;  liii,  Ixxiv. 
„  Lawrence,  80. 

Sidall,  William,  184,  185  ;  xviii  n. 
Sidebothanj,  Jane,  75  ;  liv. 
Sidney,  Philip,  xlii. 
Sill,  Norman,  Ixxxi  n. 
Simon,  Thomas,  167. 
Simpson,  Jn.,  xlix. 
Skelicorne,  William,  Ixxiv  n. 
Slater,  Thomas,  169. 
Sieves,  Robert,  173. 
Smalley,  Roger,  65. 
Smith,  Anna,  Ixxii  n. 

„       James,  13,  14. 

„      Jane,  26. 

„      Jane  (Blackston  alias  Smith)) 
163. 

„      Joan,  xlv  n. 
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Smith,  John,  46,  57,  100  ;  Ixxiv. 

„       John,  of  Nibley  :  his  'Lives  of 
the    Berkeleys,'   xxi,  xxvii, 
xli  n. 
„       Lawrence,  50,  145. 
„       Margaret    (Wadeswortli    alias 

Smith),  85. 
„       Mr.,  168,  178. 
„       (Mr.)  Challenor,  Ixvi  n. 
„       Margaret,  xxxii,  xlix  n. 
,,       Rafe,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii. 
„       liichard,  xxxii. 
„       Thomas,  150. 
„       See  also  Smythe. 
Smithe,  Thomas,  184. 
Smithyman,  William,  169. 
Smythe,  Augustine,  xli. 
„        (Sir),  Laurence,  50. 
„        See  also  Smith. 
Snelson,    Thomas,    59,    60,   61,    196; 

xlv,  Ixxvii,  Ixxviii,  Ixxix,  Ixxx. 
Solomon,  King,  xxviii,  xxix. 
Somerford    (Somerforde,   Somerforth), 
Jane   (born  Brereton),  25, 
26,  27,  28  ;  Ixxxii. 
„  John,     25,     26,     27,    28; 

Ixxxii. 
„  Marie,  181. 

„  William,  27,  28. 

Somersbee,  Parnell,  138. 
Somerset,  Earl  of,  xxx. 

„  Lady,  xxxviii  n. 

Sommer,  Jane  (married  to  Roger  Mas- 

sey),  25 ;  Ixxxi. 
Sonkey,  Ellen,  198,  199  ;  1,  Ixxxii. 
Sonkie,  William,  199. 
Sothworth,    Ann    (married    to    Wm. 
Westby),  35,  36,37,38; 
XX,  Ixxxv, 
,  „  (Sir)  John,  3,  36,  37,  38, 

■     53,  54  ;  XX. 
„  Margaret  (aims  Ward),  65, 

66,  67 ;    xvii  n.,  xliv, 
Ixii,  Ixxv,  Ixxvi. 
„  (Lady)  Mary,  37. 

„  Thomas, 65, 66, 67;  xvii 71., 

xliv,  Ixii,  Ixxxiv. 
WiUiam,  37. 
Soundes,  Robert,  121,  122  ;  Ixxv. 
Southworth,  Henry,  xxiii  n. 

„  See  also  Sothworth. 

Spakeman  (Spakman),  Ixxxv. 

„  Leticia  (Letice,  born  Uns- 

worth),  43, 44, 45  ;  Ixxxv. 

„         William,  43,  44,  45  ;  Ixxxv. 


Spark,  Thomas,  76,  77. 
Spencer,  Hugh,  Lord,  xxviii. 
Sprack,  Wm.,  xlv  n. 
Spurstowe  (Spnrstoo),   Brigitte  (born 
Dutton),  38,  39,  40,  41 ; 
Ixxxv. 
„  George,  38,  38  n.,  39,  40, 

41  ;  Ixxxv. 
„  Randulph,  38,  38  n. 

Richard,  39. 
Squire,  William,  172. 
Stafford,  (Capt.)  Francis,  168,  172. 

„        Sir  Humphrey,  xl  n. 
Standish,    Doctour,    his    school,    48 ; 

xviii. 
Stanley,  Anne  (born  Dutton),  47,  48, 
49  ;  Ixxxv. 
„        Bridget,  xxiii  n. 
„         Edward,  xxiii  n. 
„        Margaret  (married  to  Roland 
Dutton),   41,   42,   43;    xx, 
Ixxxv. 
„        Margaret  (wife  of  Thomas), 
52,  53,  54,  55 ;   xxi,  Ixxv, 
Ixxvi. 
„        Margaret  (lame),  169. 
„        Peter,  55  ;  xxiii  n. 
„        Piers,  53,  54. 
„         (Sir)  Rowland,  48  ;  Ixxii. 
„        Thomas,  52,  53,  54,  55 ;  xxi, 
Ixxv,  Ixxvi ;   (Sir)  Thomas, 
180. 
„        William,  47,  48,  49  ;  Ixxxv. 
Stanleys     of     Hooton,     xvii,     xviii, 

Ixxxviii. 
Stansfield,  William,  140,  141. 
Starkeye  (Starkie),  [  ]  of  Wren- 

bury  e,  181. 
„         Ahce  (born  Dutton),  49,  50, 

51  ;  Ixxii. 
„         Edmund,  29. 
„        James,  49,  50. 
,,        John,  49,  50,  51 ;  Ixxii. 
Steel,  Mrs.,  xxxiv  n. 
Steele  (Stele),  Homfri  (Homfrey),  128, 
129. 
„     Margaret,    123,    124;    Ixxxiii, 

Ixxxiv. 
„     Thomas,  98. 
„     William,  123,  124. 
St.  Jerome,  xxviii. 
St.  Vincent,  Lord,  xliii  n. 
Stockley,  Richard,  141. 
Stockton,  Hugh,  172. 
Stone,  Coth,  170. 
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Stones  (Stonis),  Ellin  (Helen),  56,  57 ; 

xlv. 
Stortiies,  Gervays,  xl. 
Strete,  Alice  (wife  of  Aynesworthe  and 
Jepson),  185. 
Cecilea  122. 
IJ      Katherine,  184,  185,  186,  187; 
xviii  n.,  xlvi,  Ixxi. 
Stubbes,  XV,  xxi. 

„        Humfre,  175. 
„        Philip,  xxxiv. 
Sudlowe,  Ellen,  Ixxvii. 
Suffolk,  Earl  of,  xxix,  xxx. 

„       (Lady)  Frances,  xxix,  xxx. 
„       Katherine    (younger  sister  to 
Lady  Frances),  xxix. 
Sutton,  Agnes,  Ixxx. 
Swan,  John,  Ixviii. 

„      (Sir)  Robert,  75. 
Swetnam,  Laurence,  Ixxxi. 
„  Margaret,  Ixxxi. 

„         Thomas,  Ixxxi  n. 
Swinburne,   Judge    Henry,   d.    1624, 
xix,  XX,  xxi,  xxviii,  xxxv,  xxxvi, 
xxxvii,  xxxviin.,  xxxviii,  xxxviii  n., 
xliii,  xlv  91.,  xlvii  n.,  xlviii,  li. 
Sworton,  Rose,  89,  90 ;  Ixxiii,  Ixxv. 

Tailiour,  Hamlet,  Curate  of  Northwich, 
Ixxvii,  Ixxvii,  n.  1. 

„        See  Taylor,  Ixxix. 
Talbot,  Emma   (married   to   G.    Ger- 
rard),  xxii. 

„       Grace  (born  Boyes),  16. 

,,       John,  16. 

„       Mr.  ,  180. 

„       Mistris,  16. 

„       Robert,  16  ;  Ixxiv. 

„       Sir  Thomas,  Ixxv. 
Talboys,  Sir  George,  xxiv  n. 
Tarleton,  Oliver,  49. 
Tatton,  Robert,  139. 
Taylor     (Tailiour,    Tauliour),     Ann, 
Ixxviii. 

„       Geoffrey,  12,  13  ;  Ixxxi. 

„       Elizabeth,  Ixxxi  n. 

„       John,  Ixxviii  n. 

„       Margaret,  117,  118,  119,  120; 
lix,  Ixxiii. 
Tempest,  Sir  Richard,  xxiv  n. 
Tench,  Robert,  Ixxix. 
Thehvall,  Galther,  68,  69. 
Thirlewinde,  John,  99,  100 ;  Ixxxi. 
Thomas,  Jane  ap,  106,  110. 
„        William,  xli. 

OHILD-MAKHIAOES. 


Thompson,  Henry,  162. 
Thornton,  Randolph,  201. 

„         Thomas,  151. 
Throgmorton,  Frances,  168. 
Throp,  John,  149. 

„       Thomas,  162. 
Tilston,  Agnes,  1. 

„        Elizabeth  (married  to  William 
Pole  or  Poole),  1  ;  Ixxi. 

„        Elizabeth,    121,    122;    Ixxv, 
Ixxvi. 

„        Thomas,  162. 
Title,  George,  156  ;  Ixiii. 

„     John,  156. 
Tomlynson,  Thomas,  175 
Tomson,  Edward,  200,  201,  202. 
Tomstall,  Thomas,  140. 
Toppinge,  Katharine,  206,  207. 
Topping's  Wife,  117,  204;  Iviii. 
Torbock,  Thomas,  1,  Ixxix. 
Totty  (Tottie),  Oliver,  48. 

„      Robert  (?  Oliver),  49. 

„      Margeria,  112. 
Trafford,  (Sir)  Edmonde,  80. 

Mr,,  63. 
Turner,  Agnes,  203. 
Tyrone,  Earl  of,  xxxii. 

Underwood,  Thomas,  101, 102 ;  Ixxxiii. 
Unsworth,  Leticia  (Lctice,  married  to 
Wm.  Spakeman),  43,  44, 
45 ;  Ixxxv. 
„  Thomas,  44. 

Urmeston  (Urmiston),  John,  82. 
„         Michael,  149. 
„         Mr.,  Ixxvi,  n.  2. 
William,  126,  162. 

Vaudrey,  Oliver,  100,  101 ;  Ixxxiii. 

„        Robert,  139. 
Venables,  Anne,  209,  210  ;  1,  Ixxxiii, 

Raffe,  dead,  209  ;  Ix. 
Venkatesh,  Mr.  T.  R.,  xxxv. 
Vernon,  Margery  (married  to  Randle 
More),  16,  17,  18  ;  Ix.xvii. 

„        Master,  17. 

„        Robert,  17,  18. 
Villiers,  Edward,  xxxii. 

Wade,  Custance,  111,  112,  113,  114, 
116,  116;  Iviii,  Ixxii,  Ixxiii. 
„       John,  153. 

„       Randle    (RonduU),    111,    112, 
113,114,  116;  lix. 

Q 
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Wadesworth,  Agnes  (or  Anne),  85  ; 
Ixxii. 
„  Margaret  {alias  Smitli), 

85. 
Wadington,  George,  55. 
Wagge,  Margerie,  Ixxxii  n. 
Waite,  Margaret,  198,  199,  200. 
Walchwoman,  Margaret,  lii. 
Walkden,  Jane,  56,  57;   xlv,  xlv  n., 

xlix,  Ixxi. 
Walker,  Thomas,  140,  141. 

„        Isabell  {alias  Bamford),  140, 
141. 
Wallas,  Mr.  Graham,  xxvii  n. 
Walle,  William,  161,  171. 
Walley,    Elizabeth,    127,    128;    lix, 
Ixxxiv. 
„         Katherine,  205,  206,  207. 
„         ^ee  also  Whnlley. 
Walmesley,  Henry,  34. 
,,  Laurence,  54. 

„  Richard,  xxiii  n. 

„  Roger,  100. 

„  Thomas,  33,  37. 

Walshe,  John,  34. 

Walton,  Robert,  100  ;  Ixxxii,  Ixxxiii. 
Warborow,  Ixxxiv. 
Warburton,  Grant,  165. 

(Sir)  John,  124. 
Ward,  (Sir)  John,  140,  141. 

„      Margaret      (Soth  worth      alias 
Ward),  65,  66,  67 ;  Ixxxiv. 
Wardel,  Jn.,  xlvii  n. 
Warrington,  Dean  of,  Ixxii, 
Washington,  William,  92,  94. 
Watkinson,  Edmund,  19,  20. 
Watson,  William,  162. 
Welden,  Edw.,  xl. 
„        Tho.,  xl. 
Welstead,  Mary,  xxxiv. 
Wentworth,  Michael,  xl. 
Westbee    (Westby,   Westbye),    Anne 
(born  Sothworth),  35,  36, 
37,  38  ;  XX,  Ixxxv. 
„         John,  36,  37,  38. 
„         William,  35,  36,  37,  38  ;  xx, 
Ixxxv. 
Weste,  Joane,  141. 
Westminster,  Duke  of,  Ixiv. 
Weswoll  (Wiswoll),  Thomas,  146. 
Wethers,  Robert,  61. 
Whalley, Thomas,  177  (see  aJso  Walley). 
Whatbe,  Henry,  Ixxix. 
Whatton,  Elizabeth,  Ixxviii,  Ixxxix. 
Whitbrid,  Robert,  148. 


Whitby,  Robert,  147,  148. 
Whitehead,  John,  208. 

„  Katheryne,  165. 

Whitfield,    Anne     (married    Thomas 
Fletcher),    22,   23,   24; 
Ixxix 
„  Williani,  23,  24  ;  xv. 

Whitlock,  John,  171. 
Whitonge,  Jas.,  Ixxii. 
Whittacres,  Henry,  29,  30  ;  Ixxxiii. 
„  Margaret  (born   Hawke), 

29,  30 ;  Ixxxiii. 
Whittall,  Joan   (born   Leyland),   12; 
XX,  Ixxiv. 
„  Rafe,  12  ;  Ixxiv. 

Whitwham,  John,  85  ;  Ixxii. 
Whorwood,  Margaret,  xl. 
Wicksted  (Wyested),  Ellen  (born  Ball), 
51,  52 ;  Ixxviii. 
„        John,  52. 

„        Thomas,  51,  52  ;  Ixxviii. 
Wilbraham  (Wilbram),  Ellen,  50. 
„  Randulph,  101. 

„  Richard,  118  n. 

Wilcok,  Widow  (Wedowe),  173. 
Wilcokson,  Alls,  Ixxx,  n.  2. 
Wild  (Weld),  Richard,  88. 
Wilkinson,  James,  152,  159. 

„_^       Margaret,  85,  86,  87,  88; 
Ixxiii. 
Willes,  Robert,  155. 
Williams,  Ellis,  178. 

„         esquire,  189,  193. 
„         Peers,  xxxiii. 
Williamson  (Williamz),  Alice  (Alia), 
150. 
,,.  Elizabeth,  123. 

„  John,  132. 

„  Rafe,  125,  126. 

„  Robert,  13. 

„  Thomas,  150. 

William,  150. 
Willoughbie,  Mr.,  180. 
Willy,  Joan,  196  ;  xlvi. 
„      John,  196. 
„      /See  also  Wily. 
Wilson,  Richard,  149. 

„       Robert,  76,  77,  78,  170. 
Wily    (Willy),    Joan,    196;    Ixxvii, 
Ixxviii. 
„       >Sfee  also  Willy. 
Winstanley,  Alexander,  198,  199;   I, 
Ixxxii. 
„  Alice  (born  Worsley),  2, 

3 ;  xvii,  Ixxi. 
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Winstanley,  Elizabeth,  83,  84,  85, 198, 
199. 
„  Hnmfrey,  2,  3,  4  ;    xvii, 

Ixxi. 
„  Peter,  84,  85. 

Winterbotham,  William,  140. 
Wirrall,  Margaret,  102  n.,  117,   204, 

205,  206,  207  ;  Ixxiii. 
Wiswoll,  Thomas,  146. 
Witter,  Rauff,  147,  148. 
Wittoun,  Alice,  Hi,  liii. 

„         William,  lii. 
Wodfall,  Alice,  196,  197 ;  1,  Ixxix. 
Wolfall,  Jane,  205. 
„       John,  23. 

„       Richard,  117,  204,  206,  207. 
„       Robert,  205,  206,  207. 
„        See  also  Woolfall. 
Wood,  Janet,  Iviii  n. 
Woodcocke,  Mathew,  134. 

Richard,  162,  177,  178. 
Woode  (Wodde),  Matthew,  134. 

„       Robert,  10  {see  also  Woods). 
Woodfall,  Elizabeth,  xxiii  n. 

„  Thomas,  xxiii  »i. 

Woodhouse  (Wodhonse),  John,  37. 
Woodnet,  Laurence,  134. 
Woodridge,  Mr.  Chas,  Ixix. 
Woods,  James,  141. 

„       See  also  Wood. 
Woodward,  Alexander,  xxiii. 


Woodward,  Cicelie,  xxiii. 
Woofall,  Thomas,  141  (see  also  Wol- 
fall). 
Wormley,  Margarye,  xlix. 
Worsley,  Alice  (married  to  Hurafrey 
Winstanley),  2,  3  ;   xvii, 
Ixxi. 

„         Worsley,  James,  2. 
Worthington,  Charles,  13. 
Wright,  Gilbert,  Ixxviii,  Ixxix,  Ixxx. 

„        Jane,  95. 

„        Richard,  118,  118  n.,  119, 120. 

„        Robert,  5,  122. 
Wynne,  Godfrey,  153,  161. 
Wytter  (Witter),  Rauff,  147,  148. 

Yate  (Yates),  Anne,  57,  58 ;  xliv,  Ixxvi, 
Ixxvii. 
„    Joanna,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvi  n.,  Ixxvii. 


Rafe,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvi  n.,  Ixxvii. 


„       John,  15  n. 
Yeves,  WiHiam,  171. 
Yokin,  Thomas,  201. 
York,   Lord  Archbishop  of,    31,  45 
xvii,  xli. 

„       Richard,  Duke  of,  Ixxxvii  n. 

Zechariah,  xxix 

Zouch,  Ewdo,  Lord,  xxvii. 

Zurich,  xxxvii  n. 
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Acton,  32  n.,  70,  90  n. 

Aighton,  xxiii  n. 

Airie  (Town  in  Scotland),  155. 

Alne,  CO.  York,  xxiv. 

Altrincliam,  64  »i.,  139  n. 

Amounderness  ( Amundernes),  35, 35  n. 

Ancrum  Moor,  xxiv  n. 

Anglesey,  190,  192  ;  xxxi,  xxxii. 

Arley  (Ariey  Hall),  124,  124  n. 

Ashton-under-Lyne,  140,  141 ;  Ixii. 

Astbury  (Asbury),  25,  27,  100,  101  ; 

Ixxxii  n. 
Aston  (go.  York),  xxiv  7i.,  xxv,  xxvii. 
Atidleni  (Aldlem),  71,  71  n. 
Audley,    co.    Staffs.    (Aldley),   Ixxiv, 

Ixxvi. 
Awre,  xli  n. 
Ayre  {see  Airre). 

Backford,  xxii. 

Bagiiley  (Baguley  Hall),  139,  139  n. ; 

Ixxvi. 
Balderston,  65. 
Bangor,  Ixix. 

Barthomley  (Bartiimley),  17,  18. 
Bath  and  Wells,  Ixviii. 
Beaumaris    (Bewuiarres,    Bewmarie), 

167,  168,  171,  188. 
Benthain,  32  n. 
Berhanipur,  xvi. 
Berlin,  xlii  n.,  xliii  n. 
lierwicke  (Barwicke),  1 1 8, 1 19 ;  xxiv  n. 
Hickley  (Biclaye),  52,  62  n. 
Bidstone,  Ixxxvii  n. 
Birkenhead,  96  n. ;  Ixxxvii  n. 
Blackburn  (Blngburne),  11,  16,  29  n., 

30  n.,  33,  34  n.,  63,  63  n.,  64,  66,  66, 

64  n.,  66,  66 ;  Ixxii. 
Blackfriars  Church,  London,  xxxi. 


Blackfriars  Tlieatre,  xlii. 
Bollin,  The  River,  62  n.,  64  n. 
Bolton  le  Moors  (Bolton),  9,  9  ?i.,  10, 

44  71.,  50  n.,  61,  130  ;  Ixxii. 
Bombay,  xxxv. 
Border,  Scotch,  xxxii. 
Bowden  (Bawden,  The  Riddings),  139, 

139  n. ;  Ixxvi,  Ixxix,  Ixxx,  Ixxxiv. 
Bramshill,  xxxiii ;  parish,  Ixxvi,  Ixxix, 

Ixxx,  Ixxxiv. 
Bransey,  co.  Lane,  Ixxxvii. 
Brayton,  co.  York,  xxiv  n. 
Brempston,  co.  York,  xxiv  n. 
Brereton,  25,  26,  27,  28. 
Bridgwater  Canal,  63  u. 
Brimley,  32. 
Brindley,  32  71. 
Broadway,  xxxiii. 
Brunley,  32  n. 
Brynn,    Parish    of   Winwick   (Brinno 

Chapel,  Brynn  Hall),  2,  2  n.,  3. 
Buckingham,  172. 
Buckley  Hall,  Ixxxiii. 
Bucklow,  139  71. 
Bud  worth,  Great  (Budworth),  52  ti., 

86,  87,  97,  99,  124  ti.,  125  n. ;  lii, 

Ixxv,  Ixxviii,  Ixxix. 
Budworth,  Little,  86,  86  n.,  88  ;  Ixxiii, 

Ixxiii  71. 
Buerton,  71. 

Bunbury    (Bunbure,    Bunburie,    Bun- 
bury  e),  60,  61  n.,  76,  77,  78,  79, 

Burtdey,  30  n.,  32  n. 
Burton-upon-Trent,  202. 
Bury  (Burie),  6,  6  n.,  7,  8,  63,  64,  66, 
129,  130;  xxi,  Ixxv. 


Calcutta,  xxxiv. 
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Calder,  The  River,  46  n. 
Canterbury,  xxxi,  xxxii,  Ixix. 
Capenhiirst,  near  Cliester,  Ixxxvi. 
Capesthorne,  61,  61  n. 
Carlisle,  Ixix. 
Carmarthen,  Ixix. 
Carrickfergus,  179. 
Chaimtrell,  149. 
Cheadle  (Chedill),  12  ;  Ixxvi  n. 
Chelford,  60,  61  n.,63;  1. 
Chery  Norton,  171. 
Cheshire  (Chessheire,  Chesshyre),  1  n., 
5  n.,  32  n.,  41  n.,  48  n.,  49  n.,  60  n., 
52  n.,  62  n.,  63  n.,  64  n.,  70  n.,  90  n., 
91  n.,  95  n.,  101  ?i.,  124  n.,  125, 
125  n.,    179,   180,    181 ;    xiii,   xiv, 
xiv  ?i.,  xxi,  xxiii,  xxiii  n.,  li,  Ivi, 
Iviii,  Ixiv,  Ixv,  Ixv  n.,  Ixxv,  Ixxxvii, 
Ixxxviii 
Chester,  1,'  21,  27,  28,  41  n.,  42  n., 
47  71.,  48,  51,  52,  60,62,63, 
64,   65  n.,   68,   69,  71  n., 
88  n.,  92  n.,  93  w.,  94  n., 
96, 104  n..  Ill,  112,  112  n., 
120  n.,  121,  122,  123,  126, 
127,  128,  134,  139,  139  n., 
146, 147, 148,  149,  150,  151, 
152,153,154,155,156,157, 
158, 159, 160,  161, 162, 163, 
164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 
170, 171, 172,  173, 174, 175, 
176, 177, 178,  179, 180, 181, 
182, 189, 191,  192, 193, 194, 
201,  208 ;   xiii,  xiv  n.,  xv, 
xix,  XX,  xxi,  xxii,  xliv  n., 
xlvi,  1,  11  n.i  Ivi,  Ix,  Ixiii, 
Ixiv,  Ixv  yfc.,  Ixviii,  Ixix,  Ixxi, 
Ixxiv,    Ixxxi,    Ixxxiii    ?i-., 
Ixxxvi,  Ixxxviii. 
„        Bishop's  Court,  or  Consistory 
Co-urt,  xiv,  xix,  xx,  xxi  n., 
'    Ixi,  Ixvi,  Ixxxviii. 
„        Bishop's  Palace,  xxii. 
„        Bishop's    Registry,    xiv,    xv, 

xxii. 
„       Castle,  157. 
„        Castle  Jail,  209  ;  Ixiii. 
„        Common  Hall,  156. 
„        Cross,  Ixiv. 
„        Dee  Bridge  (Dye  Bridge),  92, 

181. 
,.       Dee,  The  River,  xiv,  xv,  li, 

Ixiv. 
„       Diocese  of,  39,  42,  51,  62,  66, 
111,112;  xix,  xxi, Ixxxviii. 


Chester,  Eastgate  (Thestgate)  Ward, 
172,  173. 
„        Ecclesiastical   Court,  1.     See 

also  Bishop's  Court. 
„        Exchequer  of,  150,  152. 
„        Holy  Trinity  (Trinity  Ward, 
Trynitie  Ward),  172,  173, 
178. 
„        Market  Place    (City  Market 

Place),  150. 
„        Market  or  Common  Hall,  Ixiii. 
„        Northgate  Jail  (Gaile),  148. 
„       Northgate  Street,  147. 
,,        Northgate       Ward       (North 

Ward),  172,  173. 
„        Portmote  Court,  173,  174, 177. 
„        Prentice  Court,  157  n.,  174. 
„        St.  Bridget's  (St.  Bride's  Ward, 
St.   Bridgits,  St.  Brigitte), 
92,  127.  172,  173,  208. 
St.  Giles  Ward,  172,  173. 
„        St.  John  Baptist's  (St.  John's 
Ward),  133,  172,  173,  201. 
„        St.     Martin's     (St.     Marten's 

Ward),  21,94,  172,  173. 
„        St.  Mary's    on   the   Hill  (St. 
Marie,  St.  Maries,  St,  Maries 
Ward,  St.  Mary  upon  the 
Hill),  21,  48,   93,  94,   95, 
122,  128,  147,  172,  200. 
„        St.  Michael's  (St.  Michaelles, 
St.    Michael's    Ward),    96, 
172,  173,  208. 
„       St.  Olave's  (St.  Olas  Ward), 

172,  173. 
„        St.    Oswald's    (St,    Oswaldes 
Ward),  96,  123,  172,  189, 
191   193. 
„        St.  Peter's,*  126,  127,  201;  li. 
„        St.    Thomas'     (St.    Thomas' 

Ward),  172,  173. 
„       Town  Clerk's  Office,  xv. 
„       Town  Hall,  Ivi. 

Walls  (Chester  City  Walls). 
144. 
Chester-le-Street,  Durham,  xliv  n. 
Chichester,  Ixix. 
Childwall  (Childwell),  23,  24. 
China,  xiii,  n.  2. 
Chorley,  34  n.,  51  n. 
Christleton,  121. 
Church,  29,  33. 
Church  Kirk,  29,  33  n. 
Church  Lawton,  Ixxiv. 
Clare  Priory,  xxx. 
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Clitheroe  (Castill  in  Clidroe,  Clidroe), 

29,   29  n.,  30  n.,  45,  45  n.,  138; 

Ixi,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvi  n. 
Cockermouth,  xlix  n. 
Codington,  60. 
Colne  (Holt  House,  Colne),  28,  45,  46, 

47,  80 ;  xvi. 
Congleton,  4,  5,  139  n. ;  xviii. 
Cornwall,  181  n. 
Coventrie   and  Lichfield,  Diocese  of, 

128. 
Cowfild,  146. 
Craven,  xlvii,  n.  1. 
Crewe,  61,  117  n. 
Cuerdon  (Cuerdon  Hall),  34. 

Darsbury  (Deasbury),  25. 

Darwen,  33  n.,  34. 

Davenham,  26,  58,  Ixxxii,  Ixxxvi. 

Dean  (Deane),  82,  83. 

Dee,  The  River,  xiv,  xv,  li,  Ixiv. 

Deeping     St.     James,     Lincolnshire, 

xxxiii. 
Delamere  (Dalamere),  180  ;  Ixxiii  n. 
Devon,  181  n. 
Dodleston,  19,  20. 
Dorset,  181  n. 
Dorsetshire,  xl  n. 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  Ixix. 
Downham  (Donhani),  30,  30  n. 
Dublin  (Dublyn),  167,  174,  175;  Iv  n. 
Duckworth,  72. 
Dunham  (Dunhanie),  180. 
Dunton  Basset,  Leicestershire,  xxxii. 
Durham,  xxi,  xxiii,  xxiv  n.,  xliv  n., 

xlix,  xlix  n.,  Ivi,  Ixvii,  Ixviii. 
Dutton,  159. 

Easingwold,  xlvii  n. 
Eastham  (Estam),  47,  47  n.,  49  ;  Ixxii. 
East  Marches,  xxiv  n. 
Eaton  (Eton),  87,  181. 
Eccles,  99,  100. 
Eccleston,  51,  51  n. ;  Ixxxi. 
„         Great,  51  n. 
„         Little,  51  n. 
Edinburgh,  xliii  n. 
Egham,  Surrey,  181. 
Ely,  Ixviii. 
England,  140,  151,  162, 166,  164,  168, 

173,  178,   182;    xiv,  xviii  n.,  xxi, 

xxiv  n.,  xxxiv,  liv  n. 
Engleton,  32,  33  {see  also  Ingleton). 
Essex,  162,  168,  170. 
Exeter,  15  n. ;  xxix,  xiv  n,,  Ixix. 


Eynsham,    Oxfordshire,    xxiii,    xxiv, 

xxiv  M.,  XXV,  XX vi. 
Eyton  in  Pickering  Lyth,  xxv,  xxvi. 

Farndon,  155  ;  xiv,  xv,  Ixxi  n.,  Ixxxi. 

Fenwick,  xxiv  n. 

Flintshire,  102  n.,  120  n. ;  Iviii. 

Flodden,  xxiv  n. 

Formby,  Ixxviii. 

Frodsham,  lii. 

Garstang,  li  n. 

Gloucester  and  Bristol,  Ixviii. 
Goostrey  (Gostre),  5,  5  n. 
Grand  Trunk  Canal,  52  n. 
Guildford,  179. 

Hadham,  152. 

Haigh  Parish,  Wigan,  Ixxii,  Ixxxv. 

Haleghden,  102. 

Halghton,  104. 

Halies   152 

Halifai  (Holifaxe),  72  ;  liv. 

Hampford  alias  Hanford,  xxxiii,  xxxiv. 

Handbridge,  146,  154,  169 ;  li,  li  n. 

Haukelowe,  181. 

Hanmer,  102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 106  n., 

107,  108,  109,  110. 
Hapsford  (Happesford),  155. 
Hargrave  (Holgreve  Hall),  50. 
Hartford,  Ixxv. 
Haslington  (Hasslington),  17. 
Hatton  (Chapel  of  the  Hall  of  Ilatton, 

Hall  of  Hatton,  Hatton  Hall,  House 

of  Hatton),  39,  40,  41, 42,  43,  48,  49, 

50. 
Ilawarden  (Hardn),  18, 19, 171, 171  n. ; 

Ixiv. 
Hazelbeach  (Haselbishe),  72,  72  n. 
Hedley,  Durham,  xliv  n. 
Hereford,  xlvii  n.,  Ixix. 
Hertford  (Hartford),  152. 
Hocknell,  152. 
Holcrofte,  44. 

Holdernesso,  Yorkshire,  xxvi. 
Holgreve,  The  Hall  of,  50. 
Holme  (Hulme),  68,  68  n. 
Holt,  155;  Ixxx  n. 
Hong  Kong,  xlii,  xliii  n. 
Hooton,  xviii. 
Hothersall,  35. 
Hull,  72  ;  liv. 
Huntunston,  97. 
Hurleston,  90. 
Huyton  (Hyton),  131,  131  n. 
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India,  xxxiv,  xlii  n. 

Ingleby,  co.  Lincoln,  xxiv  n. 

Ingleton,  32  n.  {see  cdso  Engleton). 

Ipswich,  168  ;  Ixiv. 

Irelnnd,  67,  160,  167,  168,  175,  176, 

179,  180;  xxxii,  xlvi,  Iv. 
Isle  of  Man,  Ixix. 

Kent,  xl. 

Kidden     Hills,    ?  Riddenhillcs,    120, 

120  n. 
Kirkbe,  207. 

Kirkhnni,  34,  35  n.,  51  n. ;  Ixxiv. 
Knutsford    (Knotisford,    Kiiottisford), 

4,  5,  125,  126  ;  xiv. 

Lambeth,  Surrey,  xxxi, 
Lamesley,  Durham,  xliv  n. 
Lancashire  (Lancasher),  3,  6  n.,  9  n., 
12,  29  n.,  30  n.,  31  n.,  33  n.,  34  n., 
35  n.,  37  n.,  44  n.,  46  n.,  48  n.,  50  n., 
53  01.,  63  n.,  64  n.,  68  n.,  91,  131  w., 
170  ;  xiv,  xiv  n.,  xx  n.,  xxi,  xxiii  n., 
Ixxv,  Ixxvi  n. 
Lancaster,  35  n.,  164, 169, 180  ;  Ixxiv. 
Lancaster  Canal,  30  n. 
Lasliawe,  Ixxvi  n. 

Lathom  (Lathum),  48,  48  n.,  49  ;  xviii. 
Lawton,  Ixxvi. 
Leeds  Canal,  46  7i. 
Leicester,  144. 

Leigh  (Leghe),  44  ;  xxii,  Ixxvi  n. 
Ley  land,  12,  34  n. 
Lichfield    (Coventrie    and    Lichfield), 

128;  Ixix. 
Lincoln,  xiii,  xxii,  xxiv  n. 
Lincolnshire,  xxxiii. 
Lincolns'  Inn  Fields,  xxxiii. 
Lithe,  13. 
Liverpool,  23  n.,  30  n.,  46  n.,  67,  117, 

131  n.;  xiv,  xlvi. 
LLmdaff,  Ixix. 

London,  13,  14,  15,  29  n.,  30  n.,  44  n., 
46  n.,  53  n.,  72,  83,  119, 
160,    169,   170,    185,    193, 
199  ;     xiii,    xiv   n ,    xviii, 
xxxiii,  xxxvi  n.,  xlii,  liv, 
Iv,  Ivii  n.,  Ixix  n. 
„        Fleet  Prison,  xlii. 
„        Piccadilly,  xlii. 
„        Regent  Street,  xlii. 
„        Somerset  House,  Ixvi  n. 
„        Strand,  xlii, 
Lostock,  The  River,  34  n. 
Lostocke,  xxiii  n. 


Lough  foile,  179. 

Lowell urch  (Lowe  Church),  34,  35. 

Lowe,  183,  184;  Ixxxii. 

Lowe  parish,  Ixxxii. 

Lower  Peovcr  (Pever  inferiori),  125. 

Lynnn  (Limne),  63,  63  n.,  65  ;  Ixxvi, 

Macclesfield    (Macclesfelde),    139    n., 

180. 
Malpas,  52,  52  n.,  88,  91  n.  104  n., 

112  n.,  120,   120  n.,   121,   125  n. ; 

Ixxxiii. 
Manchester,  29  n.,  30  n.,  44  n.,  46  n., 

82,  124,  164,  185  ;  xxii,  Ixxii  n. 
Marbury   (Marburic,  Merburye),  1,  2, 

52,  52  n. 
Mellinge.  141  ;  Ixii. 
Mellor  (Meller,  Melloure),  34,  34  n.,  53, 

53  n. 
Mersey,  The  River,  63  n.,  64  n. 
Middle  Marshes,  xxiv  n. 
Middlesex,  181  ;  Ixiv. 
Middleton,  Ixxxiii. 
Middlewich  (Medii  Vici,  Medio  Vico), 

15,  113,  113  ?i.,  114;  Ixxiiin. 
Minshull   (Mynshull),   111,  112,  113, 

114,  115. 
Morpeth,  Ivii. 

Nantwich  (Nauntwich,  Vici  Malbani, 
Vico  Malbano,  Witch 
Malbank),  32  n.,  49  n., 
50n.,52n.,  69,  70,  70u, 
71  n.,  89,  90,  90  n.,  Ill, 
112n.,  117n.,118, 118n., 
119  :  xlviii,  lix. 
„  The  Bell  Inn,  118, 119;  lix. 
„         Market,  xlviii. 

Neston,  Great,  47  n. ;  Ixxviii,  Ixxx. 

Newcastle,  Ivii,  Iviii  n. 

Newchurch  in  Pendle,  29. 

Newton  Chappel,  140. 

Newton  in  Makerfield,  44  n. 

New  Yaite  (Gate),  Durham?  Ivii. 

Nibly,  xxvii. 

Northampton,  72  n. 

Northamptonshire,  72. 

Northenden  (Northerdon,  Northredon), 
139,  139  n.,  140  ;  Ixxvi. 

North  Rode,  139  n. 

Northumberland,  xxiv  n.,  xliii  n. 

Northwich,  5  n.,  52  n.,  64  n.,  124  n. ; 
lii,  Ixxvii. 

Norwich,  xiii,  Ixix. 

Nuneaton,  Warwickshire,  xxxii. 
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Old  Withine:ton,  139  n. 

Ormskirk,  48  n. ;  Ixxviii,  Ixxx,  n.  1. 

Oulton  (Olton),  88,  88  n. 

Over,    87,   87   n.,    88    ?i.,    112,    136; 

Ixxiii  n. 
Overton,  102  n.,  112  n. 
Oxford,  Ixviii. 
Oxfordshire,  xxiii,  xxiv  n. 

Padiam,  30,  30  n. 

Pendle,  29. 

Pendle  Hill,  29  n. 

Peover  Lower  (Pever  Inferiori),  126 ; 

Ixxvii,  n.  2. 
Peterborough,  Ixviii. 
Pewnal  (?Pownall),  180. 
Pikeringe  Lyth,  in  York,  xxv,  xxvi. 
Pleasington  (Pleddington),  53,  63  n. 
Plemstow,  Ixxiv. 
Plumpton  Castle,  xxxii. 
Poole,  152,  156. 

Poolton  or  Poulton  (Poton),  37,  37  n. 
Portbury,  xli  n. 
Pownall  (Pewnal),  180. 
Frees  (Prise),  128. 
Prescot,  61  n.,  197. 
Prestbury  (Presbury),  13, 15,  61,  61  n., 

139  n. ;  Ixxvi,  Ixxxi  n. 
Preston,  30,  31,  31  ?i.,  34,  34  n.,  35, 

36  n.,  63  n. 

Kibble,  The  River,  29  n.,  30  n.,  36  n., 

38  71. 
Ribchester,  16,  35  n. 
Riddenhills  (Kidden  Hills),  120, 120  n. 
Ridge,  The,  5. 
Ridlesdale,       co.       Northumberland, 

xxiv  n. 
Ripon,  xlvii  n. 
Rishton,     Staffordshire,     196 ;      xlvi, 

Ixxviii. 
Rochester,  Ixviii. 
Rostherne  (Restorno,   Rostenie,  Ros- 

torne),  69,  60,  75,  97,  98,  99,  123, 

124,  126,  126  ;  Ixxv,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii. 
Runcorn  (Roncorne),  201. 

St.  Asaph,  112  n. ;  Ixix. 

St.  Davids,  Ixviii. 

St.  Helens,  61  n. 

St.  Michael  on  Wyre,  51  n. 

St.  Michael's  Castle,  xxix. 

St.  Peters,  Chester,  li. 

St.  Qnintins,  106. 

Salisbury,  xiii,  xxix,  xlv  n.,  Ixvi,  Ixix. 


Saltney,  near  Chester,  li. 

Samlesbury    (Sampsbury,  Samsbury), 

35,  35  n.y  36,  37,  184;   xx,  xx  n., 

xxiii  n. 
Scotland,  16, 155  ;  xxiv  n.,  xxxi,  xxxii, 

xli  n.,  xliii  n. 
Scrivelsby,  co.  Lincoln,  xxiv  n. 
Sefton,  207. 

Shevington  (Shentone),  180. 
Shirford,  Warwickshire,  xxxii. 
Shorleye,  180. 
Skipton  Castle,  xxxii. 
Smallwood  (Smalewood),  100. 
„  Spenne  Green,  100. 

Sodor  and  Man,  Ixix. 
Somerset,  181,  181  n. 
Somerset  House,  Ixvi  n. 
Sondell,  32. 

Spenne  Green,  in  Smallwood,  100. 
Staffordshire,  196 ;  xlvi. 
Staines  (Stanys),  Middlesex,  181 ;  Ixiv. 
Standish,  Ixxiv  n. 

Stanlowe  Abbey,  Ixxi,  Ixxii,  Ixxxvii. 
Stanney,  152,  156. 
Stockport  (Stockporte),  62  n.,  141. 
Stofforth  (Stoforth),  82,  82  n. 
Stokesley,  co.  York,  xxiv  n. 
Streatham,  xxiv  n. 
Stretton,  125,  125  n. 
Suffolk,  xxix,  XXX. 
Swinhed  in  Rostherne,  99. 
Swyne  in  Holdernesse,  Yorkshire,  xxvi. 

Tabley  (Tableye),  180. 

Tarporley,  41  n.,  48  n.,  50  n.,  87,  111  n.; 

Ixxiii  n. 
Tattenhall  (Tatnall,  Tattenall),  39,  40, 

42,  50. 
Tatton,  in  Rostherne,  Ixxvi. 
Tatton  Hall,  Ixxxi,  n.  1. 
Taxall  (Tacksall),  203. 
Thornton,  in  Craven,  Yorkshire,  xlvii  ?i. 
Tilston,  126  n. 
Tinstwick,  172. 
Tiverton  (Terton),  60,  61  n. 
Towcester  (Totcester),  83,  83  n. 
Turton  (Terton),  60,  61  n.;  xxi, Ixxii. 
Tyne,  The  River,  Ivi. 

Wales  (Walles),  91  »i.,  136,  168,  182, 

182  n.;  Ixiv. 
Walton  on  the  Hill  (Walton),  23, 23  n., 

24,  67,  141,  204,  206,  206;  Ixxv. 
Warburton,  The  Town  Field,  64, 64  n. ; 

xlvi. 
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Warmingliam    (Warmengham),    132, 

133. 
Warrington  (Werington),  22,  25, 44  n., 

63  ?i.,  68  9k,  125  11. ;  Ixxiii,  Ixxiv. 
Warwickshire,  xxxii. 
Washford,  179. 
Waterford,  Ireland,  160. 
Waverton,  38,  39,  40,  41,  41  n.,  43, 

48  n.,  50. 
Weaver,  Eiver,  49  n. ;  Ixxiii  n. 
Weaverham     (Weram,     Weverham), 

73,  74,  75,  101. 
Wem  (Wems),  109. 
Wendover,  172. 

West  Derby  (Darbye),  44  n.,  117,  206. 
West  Kirkby  (Westkirkbie),  95,  95  n., 

96. 
Westminster,  166;  xxxiii. 
Whalley,  29,  29  n.,  30  n.,  32  n.,  38, 

46  n.,  72,  138;   Ixxii,  Ixxv,  Ixxvi, 

n.  2. 
Whiston,  131,  132. 
Whitchurch,  1  n. 
Whitegate  parish,  Ixxxiv. 
Wickham,  172. 

Widford,  13,  14, 15  ;  Widford  Hall,  15. 
Wigan,   2,   83,   84,    198,   199;    xxiii, 

Ixxii,  Ixxvi  n.,  Ixxxi,  Ixxxii,  Ixxxv. 


Wilmslow    (Wilmeslowe,    Wilmesly, 

Wilmysloe),  62,  62  n.,  134,  135. 
Winchester,  Ixix. 
Winsford,  87  n. 
Winwick  (Winweke),  2,  44,  68,  68  n., 

140. 
Wirrall,  47  n. ;  Ixxxvii. 
Withenshawe   (Wythenshawe    Hall), 

139,  139  n. 
Withington  Hall,  139. 
Withington,  Old,  139  n. 
Witton,  5, 5  n.,  64, 101,  209, 210 ;  Ixxv, 

Ixxvii  n. 
Wooler  (Wicoller,  Wwller),  45,  45  n., 

47. 
Wootton  Fitzpaine  (Wotton  Phippyn), 

Devon,  xlv  n. 
Worcester,  Ixix. 

Worthenbury  (Worthinbury)  91. 
Wrenbury    (Wrenburie,   Wrenburye), 

49,  49  n.,  129,  181. 
Wybunbury,  134. 

Yarrow,  Eiver,  b\  n. 

York  (Yorke),  31  n,  114,  162  ;   xvii, 

xxiv,  xxiv  n.,   xxvi,   xxvii,  xxxv, 

xli,  xlvii  n.,  Ixix. 
Yorkshire,  32  n. ;  xxiii  n. 
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a,  prep.  (1)  on,  23/23  ;  (2)  of,  II9/38. 

abode,  sh.  stay,  193/4. 

abject,  adj.  cast  off,  abandond  (child), 

xxviii. 
absent,  adj.  separate,  apart,  6/2. 
accompanie,  vb.  cohabit  {see  company), 

33/34. 
after,  adv.  afterwards,  I84/14,  201/8. 
after-Evensonge,   sh.    "  afore    dailight 

was  done,"  69/2. 
agreid,  ytc.  reconciled,  105/i6. 
Alhalontide,  sh.  All  Saints'  Day  season, 

198/12  ;  Alhalowtide,  87/14. 
Alholloweday,  sh.  All  Saints'  Day,  51/ 

14. 
allowid,  ptc.  approved,  I36/29. 
and,  conj.  if,  II2/37,  197/21,  2O8/31. 
any  whether,  see  whether,  205/3. 
apointid,  vh.   made  an   appointment, 

188/37. 

arrant,  adj.  infamotis,  I2I/31,  I27/19. 

articulate,  adj.  charged,  stated,  I9/31. 

as,  coiij.  (used  redundantly) ;  as  when, 
137/19;  as  much  as  sins  (since),  3/ 
16,  40/17,  41/2,  43/19,  49/29. 

assured,  ptc.  engaged,  ulfianced,  64/19, 
lii/32  ;  convinced,  xxv/13. 

at,  prep,  at  the  bauds  of,  4/34 ;  to- 
gether with,  xxiii/2. 

aundert,  sh.  afternoon,  117/8;  aun- 
derth,  131/36. 

avoiding,  «6.  vacating,  148/26. 

backside,  sh,  rear  (of  a  dwelling),  xlvi, 

Ixxix,  note  1 ;  68/5,  187/i6. 
backside,  adv.  behind,  101 /20. 
bagge,  ij6.  put  in  bags,  145/io. 
bande,  «6.  bond,  147/33. 
banes  askinge,  asking  of  banns,  193/ 

34. 
bargen,  sh.  covenant,  contract,  8/13 

(\b  note);  bargaine,  6/35,  2O6/24; 

(2)    settlement,     payment    (imder 

bond),  12/20. 


barrell  drome,  sh.  barrel-drum,  lvii/3. 
barthelewne  tide,  St.  Bartholomew's- 

Day  season,  1 93/30. 
headman,  sh.  bedesman,  190/6. 
bear,  vh. ;  did  bear  her  in  hand  =  led 

her  to  believe,  I9O/24. 
bearbruer,  sh.  beerbrewer,  1 78/14. 
beat  the  bush,  Ixxix,  note  2  ;  beat  the 

bough,  Ixxx,  note, 
bed  rotton,  adj.  bedridden  (?),  169/2. 
beggerly  harlot  and  cutthrote,  lvii/23. 
behinde-doore  worke,  sh.  Iv,  97. 
beste,  sh.  beestings,  lix,  note. 
betold,2)ic.  betrayed  (?),  114/28. 
h\Q,  prep,  concerning,  IO3/24,  204/21. 
bound,  ptc.  engaged,  bound  over,  200/ 

5,  203/24  ;  bounden,  203/35. 
bourd,  sh.  jest,  124/2. 
howed,  ptc.  bent,  xlix,  note, 
bridal,  sh.  wedding  feast  ("  the  dinner," 

53/14),  31/7,  54/13. 
broade,  sh.  breadth,  14/2 5. 
browll,  sh.  lviii/14,  but? 
hrxxHd^  ptc.  talked  of,  III/36. 
humid,  pic.  poxt,  33/6,  IOO/17. 
burthen,   vh.    accuse,    charge,    8O/27 ; 

burthenid,  9I/7. 
but,  prep,  except,  187/3 1. 
but,  conj.  unless,  203/25. 

carcanet,  sh.  30. 

carder,  sh.  player  at  cards,  gambler, 

Ixii. 
cast,  sh.  (1)  throw,  a  stone's  cast,  207/ 

I  ;  (2)  castes,  tricks,  104/ 1. 
cast,  vh.  bestow  ;  cast  favour  to  hym, 

4/26  ;  to  cast  hir  favour  unto,  xxv 

17. 
cattels,  sh.  chattels,  177/8. 
cellered,  ptc.  brought  into  collar,  155/ 

21. 
certen,  sh.  number,  a  corten  of  wyves, 

87/8. 
chafe,  «6.  anger,  heat,  2O6/35. 
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chales,  sh.  clialice,  134/i  i. 

charge,  sh.  responsibility ;  toke  apon 
lier  ciiarge  =  solemnly  declared, 
86/26  ;  did  take  it  upon  her  charge, 
96/5.     charges,  expense,  2O2/24. 

cheffe,  sh.  napkin,  lvii/5. 

circumstances,  sh.  ceremonies,  formali- 
ties, 201/10. 

darted,  ad^.  lvii/15,  ? 

cleane,  adv.  quite,  204/ 15. 

clene,  adj.  pure,  192/3. 

clem,  vh.  famish,  starve,  xxi,  54/28. 

close,  sh.  enclosed  ground,  IO4/15. 

close,  adj.  fast,  131/6  ;  concealed,  185/ 

38. 
cognicion,  sh.  knowledge,  61 /24. 
cohabit,  vh.  dwell  together,  25/ 1 1, 86/9. 
cohabitacion,  xxxvii,  note,  29/30. 
colourably,  adv.  plausibly,  I95/15. 
commen,   vh.    converse,    68/2,    7O/29, 

130/11,  I88/27;    commune,  57/13; 

commoned,  125/i8. 
commorant,  adj.  resident,  139/9. 
communicacion,  sh.  conversation,  de- 
bate, 58/7,  6I/14, 187/17, 197/6, 199/ 

8,  200/32,  Ixxix,  note, 
company,  vh.  cohabit,  2O8/9, 
conscience,  sh.  solemn  or  secret  opinion, 

judgment,  I9/30,  26/13,  36/i7,  59/ 

23.  95/36  ;  inward  feelings,  sense  of 

right,  8O/18. 
content,  adj.  pleased  ;   be  content  = 

agree,  186/31. 
contract,  vh.    affiance,   engage,  lii/27, 

61/8 ;  contractid,  I99/14. 
convaide,  vh.  carried  off,  66/30. 
conversacion,  sh.  doings,  immorality, 

Ixxvi,  note, 
conveyance,  sh.  stealthy  removal,  39/ 

16,  125/31. 
corse,  sh.  corse  and  recorse  =  passage 

in  and  out,  148/ 18. 
countenance,  sh.  reputation,  173/21. 
croft,  sh.  close,  I3I/30. 
crowket-handyd  wytch,  lvii/14. 
cuckold,  cuckoldy  knaves,  lvii/20, 104, 

108. 
customablie,  adv.  usually,  200/i. 
cut  a  purse,  Ivi. 

daie-holdinges,  sh.  appointments,  meet- 
ings for  reconciliation,  44/30. 

daiesman,  sh.  arbitrator,  referee,  Ix, 
197/14,209/34;  daiseman,  197/8. 

dame,  sh.  mistress,  107/28,  III/13,  19. 


daunger,  sh.  power  (?),  I2I/29;  offence 
(or  penalty?),  I96/27. 

day,  sh.  time,  I53/14, 

deflour,  vh.  ravish,  copulate  with,  xxix. 

delit  vpon,  xlvi,  note  2,  love  for,  de- 
sire for.  (Cp.  "have  his  pleasure 
apon  her,"  79/i.) 

delt,  vh.  had  intercourse,  53/28. 

denaide,  vh.  refused,  I26/24. 

departe,  vh.  part,  separate,  xlvii,  note 
2,  166/36,  198/28;  departid,  went 
away,  I98/32. 

dependinge,  adj.  pending,  192/35. 

destetes,  sh.      ,  148/3,  ? 

device,  sh.  bequest,  172  foot. 

disagreed,  vh.  {cp.  dissentid),  3I/31. 

disburse,  vh.  pay,  xli. 

discomfort,  vh.,  liv. 

dishonesty,  sh.  lewdness,  evil  doing, 
104/32,  II6/26,  126/16. 

dislove,  sh.  ill-will,  II/32,  55/6. 

dissentid,  vh.  refused  ratification,  31/ 

31- 

divorcement,  sh.,  xxvii,  at  foot. 

doer,  sh.  agent,  xiv/34  ;  mover,  84/35. 

dole,  sh.  dealing,  ado,  4/35,  I8/7,  28/27. 

draw,  vh.  (1)  part,  unclasp ;  drewe 
handes  {cp.  losid),  68/11,  I86/10 ; 
(2)  betake  oneself;  drewe  into  her 
company,  8O/16,  86/20;  (3)  make, 
drewe  acquaintaunce,  12jiy. 

dycke,  sh.  hedge,  lvii/5. 

eame,  sh.  uncle,  132/2. 

Egiptians,  sh.  gipsies,  IO6/7. 

entreatid,  ptc.  treated,  206/22. 

entrid,  jp^c.  sued,  204/22. 

escape,  sh.  fault,  act  of  negligence, 
152/21. 

examied,  ^^c.  examined,  167/4- 

examinate,  sh.,  xliv,  note  3. 

extremes,  sh.  uttermost  pains  (of  child- 
birth), 95/29,  99/30. 

extremity,  sh.  severity,  hardship,  128/8. 

face,  sh.  In  the  face  of  the  church  = 
in  open  church,  184/20,  202/ 12. 

fallen,  ptc.  come  ;  Landes  fallen  vnto 
her  =  property  inherited,  203/ 12. 

fame,  sh.  repute,  113/2. 

fane,  vh.  produce,  I6O/7. 

fansie,  vh.  like,  4/26,  1 88/20. 

favor,  vh.  care  for,  7/6;  favored,  2/ 10. 

favour,  sh.  liking,  affection ;  cast  favour 
to,  4/26. 
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feare  meanes  or  foule,  lii,  fair  means 
or  foul. 

fele,  vh.  find  out,  I85/35. 

fellowe,  sh.  one  fellowe  wold  tell  an 
other,  196/2 ;  good  fellowe,  Ixxvi, 
note  1 ;  companion,  88/28. 

fells,  sh.  hides,  Ibbji. 

fermour,  sh.  patron,  139/21. 

fett,  ptc.  fetched,  liv,  74/30. 

flight,  sh.  arrow ;  a  flight  shot  {=  bow- 
shot), 207/26. 

flitted,  ptc.  changed  his  abode,  I25/35. 
So  still  ill  South  Staffordshire. 

for,  prep,  as  for,  regarding,  193/4, 
206/6. 

for-bie-cause  =  forasmuch  as,  5/33, 
79/18,  115/24,  191/5- 

fortlie,  adv.  apart,  I86/2  ;  furth,  for- 
ward, 2O8/31 ;  forth  of,  away  from, 

li/34- 
forther,  adj.  first,  previous,  73/8,  190/ 

20. 
fortune,  vh.  happen,  204/3 5, 
founde,  pic.  provided  for,  147/io. 
frame  hoode,  sh.  branks  or  head-dress 

for  punishing  scolds,  lvii/8. 
fro,  adv.  against ;  of  nor  fro,  204/ 13. 
fugitive,  sh.  Ix,  124. 
furiouse,  adj.  mad,  135/ 18. 
fyne,  vh.  last,  feed,  Iviii/io. 

g  =  z.     refuge  (u6.)  =  refuse,  191/ 17. 

geatninges,  sh.  hospitalities,  entertain- 
ments of  friends,  I8/24. 

gestwise,  adv.  guest-fashion  ;  a  gest- 
wise,  23/23  ;  ^^  gesteweyes,  41/3 1 ; 
on  gestwise,  43/7. 

geve  ouer  =  cease  from,  129/ 1,  2. 

go,  vh.  walk,  xxv/30. 

good,  sh.  property,  a  pece  of  good, 
66/17. 

a  goode  woman,  xlv ;  an  honest 
woman,  or  wife,  after  being  a  con- 
cubine, xlv,  note  1. 

goose  and  hen  thief,  lvii/26. 

gostly  father,  godfather,  79/32. 

grace,  th.  (1)  disposition  {lit.  share  of 
divine  favour);  her  grace  was  no 
better,  180/ 12.  80  II  Ilenry  IK, 
V.  V.  56,  "Make  less  thy  body 
hence,  and  more  thy  grace  I "  (2) 
good  manners  (?),  103/ 17. 

graunt,  vb.  confess,  196/ 14 ;  grauntith, 
116/12;  grauntid,  120/s ;  (=  as- 
sented), 140/2. 


grinning  thief,  117,  207. 

had,  ptc.   obtained,   2/i  ;    performed, 

celebrated,  2I/20,  28/i6, 197/4,  xxiv/ 

12  ;  done,  43/17. 
haltid,  vh.  limped,  Ixi,  138/21. 
hand,  sh.  in  hand  =  in  treaty,  165/8  ; 

bear  (one)  in  hand,  see  bear ;  handea 

trouthe,  contract  by  joined  hands, 

I88/13;  hand  in  hand,  58/13. 
handfast,  adj.  hand  in  hand  (by  way 

of    contract),   Ixxv,   note    1,    Ixxx, 

note  1. 
hang-lipped  witches,  lvii/15. 
hay,  sh.  field,  I3I/30. 
heady,  adj.  wilful,  headstrong,  54/27. 
hindred,  ptc.  impaired,  IO4/5. 
hold-eyed  lymber  thief,  lviii/9. 
holidame,  sh.  halidom,  holiness,  sacred 

honour  (not  Our  Lady),  69/15.     Q^* 

Alholoweday. 
homelj'e,  adj. familiar, intimate, III/26. 
honest,  adj.  respectable,  70/2O. 
honestly,  adv.  decently,  147/2o;  fairly, 

206/22. 
hoore,  sh.  whore,  IO2/25, 117/6,  I27/14. 
hooremaster,  horemonger  preiste,  Ivii/ 

18. 
hopping,  sh.  dance,  xliv,  note  3. 
horsekeeper,  Ixii. 
house,   sh.   household   (?) ;    in    house 

with  ==  under  the  same  roof  with, 

195/1,  xxvi/i,  39/11.  _ 
huggle,  vb.  cuddle,  xxxiv, 

inconvenient,   adj.   improper,    unsuit- 
able, IO8/10,  185/3. 
instantly,  adv.  urgently,  195/ 10. 
intreaties,  sb.  negotiations,  2OO/37. 
iterate,  vb.  xxviii. 

jawde,  sb.  jade,  123/ii. 

John,  Sir  John,  »t.  parson,  priest,  Ixii. 

knowledged,  ptc.  acknowledged,  160/ 
20. 

laid  bye,  were  bedded,  78,  at  foot 

lapp,  vb.  wrap,  1 28/36. 

lather,  adj.  loather,  fouler,  worse, 
xlvii,  note  2. 

Icafull,  adj.  lawful,  148/i5,  I6I/19. 

icnian,  sb.  concubine,  lvii/18,  203/8. 

light,  (ulj.  lewd,  32/33,  98  at  foot ;  un- 
trustworthy, Iz,  126. 
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longe  of,  through,  because  of,  109/28. 
losid,  vh.  unchisped,  184/26.    Cp.  draw, 
lowable,  adj.  credible,  107/ii. 
lucre,  sh.  profit,  benefit,  xlii,  note  2. 
lye,  vh.  be ;  what  shuld  lye  in  him,  as 

much  as  might  be  in  his  power,  205/ 

19 ;  lyenge,  lodging-,  I86/23. 
lyenge,   sh.   lyenge    downe,    time    of 

childbed,  9O/28. 
lymer,  Ivi,  at  foot, 
ly  vinge,  sh.  livelihood,  income ;  4/23, 

5/17,  106/1,192/11. 

made,  ptc.  manufactured,  163/3 ;  as- 
signed, made  over,    192/20;    shut, 

Ixxxi,  note, 
malche,  sh.  milch  (cow),  141/i6. 
manesyng,  sh.  menacing,  threatening, 

lii/17. 
mangerell,  mongrel,  lviii/13. 
marchandrie  ware,  sh.  trading  goods, 

72/30. 
mariage-good,  sh.  dowry,  81 /q,  98/27. 
marie,  vh.  (intrans.)    be    married ;    to 

marie  with  him  =  nuhere  ei,  lii/17. 
matter,  sh.  case  (at  law),  I22/14,  19^/ 

37  ;  matters,  afi!airs,  192/i2. 
ment,  vh.  thought  (?),  197/34. 
mercy,  call  to  God's,  die,  xli. 
meryly,  adv.  jestingly,  193/io. 
meyiiie,  sh.  fiilk,  company,  I86/5. 
milne,  sh.  mill,  97/5. 
misdemenour,  sh.  misbehaviour,  8O/25. 
misliked,  vh.  cared  not  for,  126/3 1. 
mislyvinge,  sh.  evil  living,  8O/27. 
morowe,  sh.  morning,  III/23. 
mother,  sh.  hysterica  passio,  88/22.    See 

note,  p.  Iv. 
muggewede,  sh.  a  plant  of  the  genus 

Valantia  (Webster),  xxiii/3  ;  Iv,  83/ 

25. 
mynde,  vh.  intend,  206/22  ;    mynded, 

cared,  I26/33  ;  (ptc.)  disposed,  xxiii/ 

3,  185/20. 
mynde,  sh.  intent,  185/4,  191/28. 

name,  sh.  repute,  opinion,  II3/31, 
121/9 ;  iiame  and  fame,  Ixxix, 
note  2. 

naughtie,  see  noughtie. 

neckurcheffe,  sh.  neckerchief,  lvii/5. 

nominate,  vh.  specify,  197/ 19. 

notice,  sh.  cognizance,  33/9. 

notoriouslye,  adv.  well,  universally, 
xxvi/30. 


nought,  adj.  valueless,  null,  57/3,  ^94/ 
33;  wanton,  92/5,  127/i,  I28/23, 
205/37,209/15. 

nought,  sh.  fornicator,  I29/33. 

noughtie,  adj.  naughtie,  75  at  foot ; 
lewd,  8O/25,  II8/19,  203/15,  disre- 
putable, worthless,  129/ 15. 

noughtiness,  sh.  wantonness,  92/12. 

obligacion,    sh.    undertaking     (under 

penalty),  5/ 12. 
occasion,  sh.  cause,  II7/19, 129/9,  206/ 

21,  209/14. 
occupie,  vh.  carry  on,  perform,  163/15  »' 

occupide,  ptc.  counnissioned  (V)  72/ 

30. 
on,  prep,  in ;    on  lyve  =  alive,  191/7, 

203/30. 
or,  adv.  ere,  2O4/35. 
ordenarie,  sh.  an   ecclesiastic   having 

jurisdiction,  42/i  ;  Ordinary,  59/33. 
order,  sh.  rule,  I93/23. 
ordred,  pfc.  treated,  I2/9,  117/i8. 
ouerseer,  sh.  executor,  70/4. 
ought,  vh.  owned,  82/15. 
owid,  vh.   bore;    any  hate  that  (he) 

owid  his  wife,  2O2/14. 
ownid,  vh.  attributed,  86/9. 
owninge,    sh.    attribution,    affiliation, 

86/7. 

pack,  sh.  load  ;  a  pack-a-pack,  a-top  of, 

Ixxix,  note  2.     Webster  cites  pick- 

a-pack  (in  manner  of  a  pack)  from 

L'Estrange. 
paine,    sh.   penalty,    157/12 ;    paines, 

trouble,  190/2O. 
pale,  sh.  paling,  117/12. 
partie,  sh.  part,  side,  2OI/38 ;   parties, 

litigants,  209/23. 
pass,  vh.  take  account,  reck  ;  she  passid 

not  for  his  gooddes,  59/29. 
pece  of  good,  sh.  some  property,  xlix, 

56. 
peltinge,  adj.  paltry,  Iv,  98/38. 
perfittlie,  adv.  perfectly,  184/22. 
play,  vh.  act,  perform,  behave  as  ;  plaid 

many  light  points,  82/33  ;  play  the 

hoore,  8O/10;  plaid  the  nought,  94/ 

11,129/33,209/15. 
play,  sh.  in  a  play,  in  fun,  Ixxiv,  at 

foot, 
pointed,  vh.  fixed,  I88/36. 
pointes,  sh.  parts,  actions,  82/33. 
pokye  (pocky)  thief,  lviii/7. 
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pollicy,  sh.  artifice,  131/8. 

pox,   pockes,   sb.   lviii/6,  92/ lo;    see 

burnid. 
practisioner,      sh.      practitioner      (of 

surgery),  IOO/16. 
praysed,  ptc.  appraised,  valued,  134/4. 
pretensid,^^c.  intended,  aflBanced,  I/12, 

2/35,  4/5,  78/30. 
procurement,  sb.  management,  196/26. 
proxy,  sh.  xxvi,  at  foot, 
purposid,    ptc.    minded ;    were    fullie 

purposid,  had  made  up  their  minds, 

185/25. 
purse,  vh.  take,  pocket,  xxxix,  note  3. 
pussie,  sh.  girl,  sweetheart,  xxxiv. 

queane,  sh.  wench,  I23/3. 
quest,  sh.  inquest,  inquiry,  34/28. 

rather,  adv.  earlier,  sooner,  192/19. 
reade,  vh.  guess,  124/8. 
reasid,  p^c.  raised,  2O8/13. 
reasoninge,  sh.   dispute,  2O6/31,  209/ 

16. 
recett,  vh.  receive,  hide,  lviii/9. 
reclaime,  vh.  cry  out,  complain,  45/io. 
recorders,  sh.  flutes,  I5O/25. 
recuridj^ic.  recovered,  146/il. 
refuge,  vh.  refuse,  191/ 17. 
rehersall,  sh.  recital,  II9/30. 
reherse,  vh.  recite,  relate,  Ixxx,  note  1. 
release,  vh.  ease,  11 6/28. 
remembrid,  ptc.  (reflexive),  he  is  well 

remembrid  that,  he  well  remembers, 

7/23  ;  she  is  not  remembrid  of,  199/ 

30,     But  we  have  "  she  .  .  .  remem- 

bres,"  199/3. 
repair,  vh.  go,  67/24. 
require, -yft.  beseech,  I98/15;  required, 

67/23,   97/35,   196/IO;    summoned, 

135/9. 
reteyninge,  ptc.  attendant,  39/20. 
rid  in  a  cart,  Ivii,  lix,  128, 
right,  sh.  one's  due,  204/26. 
rise,  vh.  (pt.  t.),  rose,  IO7/30. 
road,  ab.  rod  in  length,  Ixxvi,  note  1. 
rose  noble,  tb.  xlix,  note, 
rowe,  eb.  alley,  208/6. 

se,  vh.   (pt.   t.)   saw,   I94/13;    (subj. 

mood)  206/6 ;  sawe  togither,  beheld 

one  another,  xxv/ii. 
season,  sh.  time ;  in  the  meane  season, 

1 88/38. 
8educid,|)<c.  led  away,  I92/13. 


send,  vh.  (pt.  t.)  sent,  109/ii,  I38/23, 

187/37  ;  (ptc.)  189/19. 
serve,  vh.  suit,  184/20. 
sessedjpic.  assessed,  I78/23. 
set,  ^tc.  settled,  I9O/13. 
seve,  sh.  sieve  ;  turn  one  on  a  pair  of 

shears,  as  an  exorcism,  Ivii. 
sewid,  vh.  went  on,  I6/2. 
shake-buckler,  vh.  bully,  Ixii. 
sheriffwick,  sh.  sheriffship,  shrievalty, 

152/21. 
Sherman,  vh.  shearer  (of  cloth),  153/3. 
shrewdlie,  adv.  harshly,  9/17. 
simplicity,  sh.  ignorance,  Ixxvii,  note, 
smart,  adj.  Iv,  note  3. 
snigge,  sh.  eel?  116,  note, 
so,  adv.  provided,  I85/38. 
sender,  sh.  in  sender,  asunder,  49/13. 
sooke,  vh.  seek  (?),  141 /i 6. 
soole,  adj.  alone,  li/14. 
soucke,  sh.  nurse's  milk,  4O/3 :    suck, 

147/1 1.  ^ 

spanyell  hoofe,  fawning  whore,  lvii/9. 
stale,  vh.  (pt.  t.)  stole,  I93/33. 
stand,  vh.  stick,  stand  to,  abide  by, 

129/16,  2O8/10.     See  note,  p.  142. 
steg-steiler,    sh.    gander-stealer,    Ivii/ 

12. 
stele,  sh.  stile,  IOI/20. 
stertes,  sh.  by  stertes,  by  fits  and  starts, 

30/4. 
stick  to  that,  xlv,  60. 
stinged,  ptc.   stung,    prickt,    incited, 

xliii. 
straite,  adj.  strict,  harsh,  53/35. 
sure,  adj.  fast,  I86/23, 197/i5  >*  settled, 

200/10. 
suspectid,  ptc.  suspectid  with,  under 

suspicion  (of  intercourse),  203/28. 
suspicious,  adj.  out  of  the  way,  con- 
cealed, 101/18,  105/26. 
suspiciously,  adv.  clandestinely,  sur- 
reptitiously. 22/31,  59/2,  IO6/35. 
suter,  sh.  (said  of  a  woman),  I94/23. 
sutes,  sh.  lawsuits,  192/ 12. 
swelling,  sh.  Ixxxi,  note, 
syde-    (long)    tayled    knave,    lvii/22 

('  syde '  was  first  *  wide '). 
sythence,  adv.  since,  86/9. 

tables,  sh.  backgammon,  Ixiii,  180? 
tablid,  xh.  (neuter),  boarded,  I89/15  ; 

(«^c.)  29/25,  125/9. 
tacke,  sh.  lease,  131 /29. 
take,  v6.  taken  hor  aowno,  scolded  her, 
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take    to,   accept,   158/io ; 


112/13; 

take   up,  pay   oft,    164/5 ;    take   an 

othe,  exact  an  oath,  swear  a  person, 

I86/25. 
tar-barrell,  lvii/2. 
tene,   sb.    passion,   vexation,   Iviii,   at 

foot,  117/16. 
thereanendes,   adv.  therefor,  for  that 

end,  26/i6. 
therefore,  adv.  therefor,   on   that  ac- 
count, 164/i8,  19. 
thone,  the  one,  129/32. 
thoughts,  sb.  cares,  taking  thoughts, 

anxiety,  ],  63/9. 
title,  sb.  claim,  193/i2. 
tote,  adj.  peep  (hole),  spy,  lix/5,  113/ 

23.     See  Skeat,  s.  v.  tout. 
tralid,  vb.  traild,  Ixi,  138. 
travaylid,  ^<c.  busied,  Ixi,  I39/15. 
trouthe,  sb.  troth  ;  see  liandes  trouthe. 
trouthplightid,  ptc.  affianced,  128/20  ; 

trouthplight,  I28/9. 
trouthplightinge,  sb.  betrothal,  128/i6. 
Twelfth  even  "in  the  Christmas,"  45/ 

24. 
tyme,  sb.  opportunity,  184/20. 
tyne,  vb.  shut,  II4/34. 

uncle  in  lawe,  3/27. 

vnconvenientlie,    adv.    in     unseemly 

wise,  112/12. 
vndertake,  vb.  bail,  be  surety,  149/22, 

24. 
vnhonest,  adj.  disreputable,  1 27/34. 
vnhonestlie,  adv.  immodestly,  115/21. 


vnkindnes,  sb.  ill-will,  2O3/14. 
vnruliness,  sb.  ungovernableness,  109/ 

14. 
vnthrift,  sb.  spendthrift,  119/8. 
untimeous,  too  early,  xxxi. 
upon,  prep,  xlvi,  note  2. 
vttered,  ptc.  exposed  for  sale,  153/26. 

wagwallet,  braggart?,  or  thief,  Ivii/ 

22. 
waide,  vb.  urged,  6I/9. 
walkyng  staff,  sb.  Hi. 
ward,  sb.  custody,  195/3. 
warned,  vb.  repelled,  opposed,  II3/24. 
wastes,  adj.  impoverished,  4/36. 
waytsinen,     sb.      musicians,      150/22 

(waytes  =  hautboys), 
whele  bed,  truckle  bed,  88/28. 
where,  adv.  whereas,  79/28. 
whether,  adv.  whither,  205/3,  69/21. 
whitsonmonday,  Whitmonday,  5O/14. 
willed,   vb.    besought,    99/21,  124/31  ; 

willid,  133/24,  185/32. 
windowes,  sb.  shutters,  Ivi,  II3/24. 
wordinge,  sb.  wrangling,  129/9,  '^^06/28. 
worke-house,  sb.  outhouse,  185/2. 
wright,  sb.  artificer,  1 29/25. 
wyne,  vb.   get,    I3/13,  14/io  (Scotch 

win). 
worship,  sb.  honour,  municipal  office, 

2O8/10. 

yerlie,  yerly,  adv.  early,  7/31,  99/2. 
yexcept,  aclv.  except,  193/21. 
yhoue,  pron.  you,  xlvii,  note  1. 
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(IT  DOESN'T  PRETEND  TO  COMPLETENESS.) 


goods, 


Absentee  Cheshire  Landlords  in  1578, 
180. 

Abuse,  terms  of,  in  Durham  Deposi- 
tions. Ivi — Iviii ;  in  Chester  ones, 
see  Libels,  102—130,  204—210. 

Accidentally,  141. 

Accompanie  together  as  man  and 
wief,  33. 

Acres,  4  to  be  laid  to  every  Cottage  in 
1589,  xxxiv. 

Administration  of   Testator's 
Ixxviii,  note  ;  see  Inventory. 

Adulterers,  Chester  Sheriff's  search 
for,  194,  at  foot. 

Adulteries,  liii— Iv,  72—85. 

Adultery  and  folly,  203. 

Affiliations,  Iv— Ivi,  85—102. 

Age  of  Consent  for  girls  (12),  boys 
(14),  xvii,  xix. 

Age  of  marriage  in  India,  6  to  8,  xxxv. 

Ages,  2  of  men,  6  of  women,  Ixx. 

Ale,  a  cup  of,  after  Trothplight,  68. 

Alehouse,  a  little  pelting,  98  at  foot,  99. 

Alehouse-keeper  pulls  a  woman  in- 
doors, Ivi,  99. 

Allusions  to  public  affairs,  liv,  note. 

Ambitious  parents,  xxxiv. 

Anger,  words  spoken  in,  not  to  bo 
heeded,  lix,  127. 

Angry  words,  204. 

Answer  at  a  trial :  man  refuses  to  in- 
criminate himself,  81,  101. 

Antiquaries,  Cheshire,  rcproacht,  Ixiv, 
Ixv,  Ixvii,  Dedication ;  defended, 
Ixx. 

Apples ;  a  girl  gives  a  boy  two,  to 
marry  her,  xvi,  45  ;  an  Uncle  gives 
his  Nephew  one,  to  marry  a  child, 
xxii. 

Apprentice  to  a  shoemaker,  xviii,  6; 
to  a  peruke-maker,  xxxiii. 

Archbishop  of  York,  suit  before,  31 ; 
punishes  a  Curate,  xvii,  45. 

CHILD-MARUIAGE8. 


As  arrant  a  boor  as  ever  went  abrode, 

121. 
As  well  as  any  man  in  England,  2C2. 
Attending,  n.  A.i).  1591  (1611  in  E.  E. 

Diet),  147. 
Axe,  man  with  one,  chivies  a  woman 

who  cald  him  names,  117. 

Backside,  the   Mayor  of    Liverpool's 

back  premises,  68. 
Bakers,  Chester,  Oath  of,  Ixiii,  154. 
Banns  of  Marriage,  no,  Ixxvii ;   1,  at 

foot,   19,   194 ;    askt,   59,    61  ;    for- 
bidden, 196. 
Barber,  not  to  let  unlawful  Games  be 

playd,  145. 
Bare  skin,  he  never  touchid  hir,  8. 
Bargain  or  sale  of  a  boy  in  marriage, 

XV,  6. 
Bargain  of  Marriage,  6  .at  foot ;  12, 23. 
Bark    and    Crew    for    Q.   Elizabeth's 

service,  178. 
Barley-corn,  a  wojnan  chews  it,  112, 

115. 
Barley,  field  of,  to  be  spent  in  a  libel- 
action,  122. 
Bashful  woman,  189. 
Bastard,  father  of,  declared  in  church, 

Ivi,  86. 
Bastards    (generally    kept    by    their 

Fathers),  see  Affiliations,  Iv,  32,  69, 

70, 85—102  ;  Ixiii,  146, 149, 166, 157, 

202,  203,  210. 
Bastard's  mother  provided  for,  at  her 

lying  in,  90. 
Bawd    to    her    own    Daughter,    Hy. 

Giyn's  wife  was,  Ivii,  note  1. 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher  on  rape,  Ixx, 

note  3. 
Bed,  man   and  girl  in,  together,  Iv, 

Ixxxi,  note  1,87,88,91,  106. 
Bedding  of  married  cltildrcn,  xvii,  1, 

8,  16. 

It 
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Bedfellows,  uiicle-ir.-law  and  nephew, 
3 ;  friends,  92. 

Bedroom,  priest's,  marriage  in,  65-6. 

Beerbrewer,  a  Chester,  178. 

Beggars,  bastards  given  to,  97. 

Bent  or  bowd  groat,  &c.,  as  tokens, 
xlix,  note  1,  73. 

Bettering,  w.,  148. 

Bigamy,  Indian  children's,  xvi,  n. 
„         Rafe  Holden's,  liii,  72. 

Bigg  and  gret  in  the  belly,  Ixxxi,  note. 

Births  of  babies,  xv,  40:  see  Affilia- 
tions. 

Bishop  of  Cluster  blamed,  Ixvi. 

Bishop's  Court,  the  remedy  for  social 
wrongs,  210. 
„         daughter  married  at  9,  xxii. 

Blessing,  boy  asks  his  Father's,  13, 14. 

Blockhouses  and  a  Bulwark  for  the 
defence  of  Hull,  72. 

Blue  Turquoise,  190. 

Bond  given  to  secure  a  Child  Marriage, 
xix,  5,  9  ;  for  other  purposes,  154-8, 
162,  174,  175. 

Book  of  Common  Prayer,  201. 

Book,  swear  upon  a,  Ixxx,  note  1 ;  198. 
„      kiss  it,  69. 

Boy  borne  in  a  man's  arms  to  his 
Wedding,  25 ;  bargaind  in  mar- 
riage, for  Father's  debt,  23. 

Boys  of  age  at  14,  xxxv,  &c.,  Ixx. 
„    at  school,  xvii,  48.     See  '  School.' 
„    live  with  father-in-law,  xviii,  xxiii. 

Boys,  young,  married,  xiv — xxx\^,  1 — 
55,  203  ;  one  cries  to. go  home  with 
his  father,  6,  and  before  he's  mar- 
ried, 7. 

Branks,  a  Scold's  head-dress,  Ivii, 
note  2. 

Brass  to  be  brought  for  sale  in  the 
Common  Hall,  167. 

Bread,  good  and  wholesome,  154. 

Bread  (?  poultice)  of  Mugweed,  83. 

Breakfast,  208  at  foot. 

Breaking  into  a  Cheshire  widow's 
house,  and  carrying  her  off,  Ixxxvi. 

Breaking  into  a  Chester  citizen's  house, 
and  taking  him  to  prison,  159. 

Breath  went  out  of  his  mouth,  131,  he 
died. 

Bribe,  2s.,  to  bear  false  witness,  128. 

Bri])es  for  silence :  shoes,  Iv. ;  shirt, 
Ixxvi,  note  2  ;  petticoat,  92  ; 

Bride-ales,  xvii,  31 ;  or  dinner  53,  and 
supper  xxxi;  66. 


Bride  and  Bridegroom  held  in  Nuises 
or  Relatives'  arms,  when  married, 
XV,  xxii,  xxiv. 

Bride  nearly  starvd  by  her  heady 
Mother-  and  Father-in-law,  xxi,  63. 

Bridge,  Staines,  to  be  broken  down,  to 
stop  Rebels,  181. 

Broade,  a  fieldes  (breadth),  14. 

Brutal  Stanley  mother-  and  father-in- 
law,  starve  their  son's  Wife,  54-6. 

Burials,  gifts  for,  168,  169. 

Burned,  she,  men,  33,  poxt. 

Butchers,  Chester,  Oath  of,  153. 

Butter  and  cheese  stolen,  Ix,  124. 

Butts  of  Sack,  Ixiii,  153. 

Candle-light,   Child-Marriage   by,   2 ; 

Adult-,  66. 
Candles  to  be  only  Ad.  a  pound,  154. 
Carnal  dole,  copulation,  4,  6,  7,  9,  &c. 
Carrying-off  of  Women,  xlii,  note  1  ; 

Ixxxvi,  note  4. 
Cart,  fornicators  ridden  in  a,  Ivii,  lix, 

128. 
Cast  his  love  to  hei,  he,  56. 
Caused  his  Daughter  to  be  married, 

Father,  44  at  foot. 
Cellered  sixe  Buttes  of  Sack,  155. 
Chalice  worth  30s.,  134. 
Chandler's  Bond  to  sell  Candles  at  Ad. 

a  pound,  154. 
Chaplain  singing  at  Aston,  3. 

„         doctor,  looks  at  a  woman's 

water,  82,  83. 
Charge,  take  it  upon  her,  85,  96,  oath, 

conscience  ? 
Charter-coffer,  161. 
Check    of  my  Lord    Bishop,  Ixxvii, 

note  1. 
Cheese  and  butter  stolen,  Ix,  124. 
Cheshire    Antiquaries    blamed,     Ixv, 

Ixvii ;  defended,  Ixx. 
Cheshire,  its  length  and  breadth,  180. 
Chester,  see  Index  of  Names  of  Places  ; 

Contents,  xi,  xii ;  and  p.  Ixiii-iv,  &c. ; 

its  River  and  Port,  155 ;  a  Row  in, 

208. 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Chester  Diocesan 

Registry,  Mr.  W.  H.  Price,  thankt 

for  his  help  in  this  edition,  xv,  Ixvi. 
Childbed,  93,  at  foot ;  95. 
Childing  of  Mothers,  Ivi,  95,  98. 
Child-married  couple  living  together 

10  years,  28,  Ixvi.    See  140,  183, 

&c.  &c. 
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Christening,  xv,  8,  9,  50. 

Christmas  Merriments,  xix,  17,  18,  43, 
48. 

Churcli  dore,  worries  of  Wedlock 
spoken  at  tlie,  190:  meet  at,  197. 

Church,  face  of  the,  184. 

Citation  before  the  Bishop,  59. 

Clandestine  Marriages,  Ixii,  140-1,  56, 
57,  196. 

Cleane  striplinge,  a,  53. 

Clerg}',  bad  state  of,  Ixii ;  some  act 
as  Doctors,  75,  82,  83 ;  some  make 
Wills,  131,  134  ;  one  in  Chester 
illustrates  a  joke  of  Shakspere's,  1-li. 

Clergyman,  a  good,  Ixi,  139. 

Clippinge  and  kissinge,  53. 

Cloth,  packs  of,  carried  from  Halifax 
to  Hull,  72. 

Cock-crowing,  Child-Marriage  at, 
xvi,  2. 

Cod  and  Ling,  165. 

Cohabiting,  or  dwelling  together ;  the 
effect  of,  xxxvi. 

Colourably  declare,  did,  195. 

Colmeis,  172,  blackend  (V  his  Colouree 
=  discoloured). 

Comaundment,  purchasid  a,  114,  pro- 
cured a  Citation. 

Coming  and  going,  206,  207. 

Coming-on  disposition,  instance  of  a 
woman  of,  d(i. 

Common  Hall  of  Chester,  goods  to  be 
brought  there  for  sale,  156,  167. 

Common  Prayer,  book  of,  140,  141. 

Communion  book,  67. 

Communion  receivd,  Ixxvii,  note  2 ; 
133,  135,  140. 

Competentlie  preford,  137,  duly  pro- 
vided for. 

Compulsion  of  friends,  marriage  by, 

.    11,  &c.     <Sfee  Persuasion. 

Concubine,  man  to  marry  his,  156. 

Conditional  Contract  of  Marriage, 
xlviii,  71. 

Conditions  in  Marriage-Contracts,  re- 
nounced by  Copulation,  xlviii. 

Conduit,  Chester,  tlje  Keeper  of,  177. 

Conduit-keeper  in  Chester  Market, 
Ixiv,  177. 

Conjugal  rights,  Suit  for  restitution  of, 
xxi,  52-5. 

Conjurors,  Dr.  Fonnan  and  Dr.  Savory, 
zxix. 

Conscience,  case  of,  liii,  80,  131,  134; 
aj.peal  to,  28,  37,  38,  42,  64,  69,  86. 


Conscience  shuld  prick  hym,  60. 
Consent  or  Discretion,  years  of,  xvii, 

xix. 
Content  and  paie,  158. 
Contracts,  free  from  all,  194,  210. 
Contrary  to    the   locke,   131,   on   the 

opposite  side  to  it. 
Convaieng  away  of  butter  and  cheese, 

125. 
Conversation,  33,  goings-on,  bad  be- 
haviour. 
Corn  and  grain  not  to  leave  Chester 

without  the  Mayor's  consent,  Ixiii, 

145,  163. 
Cornets  of  the  Chester  Waits,  150. 
Corn-field,  man  and  woman  in,  Ixxii, 

n.  1. 
Cosin  germaine,  84,  200. 
Cottage  of  ehler  poles,  xxxiv. 
Council,  the  Chester,  208,  209. 
Counsel's   letters    about    Ratification, 

26. 
Country,  the  voice  of  the,  60. 
County-Exchequer  bailiff,  sent  to  jail 

for  arresting  a  man  in  Chester  city, 

Ixiii,  148. 
Court,  the  Bishop's,  210. 

„      Civil,  suit  for  debt,  204. 

„       of  Wards  and  Liveries,  xxiii  ; 
xxxix,  note  3, 
Cousin-germans,  84,  200. 
Coventry  Plays,  the   Snow-father  in, 

Ixxx,  note. 
Cow  and  a  panne,  135. 
Cow-house  of  Stanlowe  Abbey,  Ixxi, 

Ixxii. 
Cross,  a  silver-gilt,  lent  for  a  Wedding 

or  Wake,  115,  116. 
Crosse  of  gold  (silver- gilt),  114,  116, 

116. 
Cuckold,  man  cald,  104, 105,  108,  110. 
Curate    makes    a   deaf  old    woman's 

Will,  Ix,  134;  marries  a  couple,  52, 

53,  &c.,  140. 
Curate  punisht  by  the  Archbp.  of  York 

for  marrying  a  conplo  at  uncanoni- 

cal  hours,  xvii,  45. 
Curate  takes  a  companion  to  hear  liis 

remonstrance   with   a   libeller,   Hx, 

129. 
Customs-book  of  Chestor,  166. 

Daie-holdinges,  to  get  married  children 

together,  xx,  44. 
Daiosmcn  or  Uofcrees  in  Libel,  209 ; 
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in  Trotliplight,  197 ;  (friends  inter- 
fere in  other  cjises). 

Damaske  sieves,  a  paire  of,  119. 

Dampnacion,  state  of,  for  oath-break- 
ing, 22. 

Damsel],  a  bigge  and  mariageable,  47. 

Dancing,  xxxi. 

Daughter,  whackt  by  a  Father  with 
his  walking- staff  to  force  her  into 
Trothplight,  Hi. 

Dawning  of  the  day,  Marriage  at  the, 
196. 

Deaf  old  testatrix,  Ix,  134. 

Debts,  acknowledgments  of,  and  ar- 
rangements as  to,  151, 152,  153, 159. 

Delay  in  suits  for  Divorce,  xx,  11,  12, 
16,  198. 

Deliberation :  best  to  take  it  before 
Trothplight,  67. 

Deliverance,  59,  childbirth  ;  95  ;  de- 
livery, 99  foot. 

Delt  quietly  and  lovingly  together,  53. 

Depose  upon  the  holie  Evangelist  of 
God,  160.  _ 

Depositions  in  other  Dioceses,  Ixviii. 

de  presenti  aut  de  futuroj  Marriage- 
contracts,  xlv,  note  2. 

Desperate  fellow,  a,  92. 

Devil  to  have  a  man,  rather  than  he  a 
girl,  lii. 

Diamond  carcanet  given  to  girl-bride, 

XXX. 

Diaper  table-cloths,  134. 

Dicers  and  carders  given  Church- 
livings,  Ixii. 

Dine  together,  Ixxx,  note  1  ;  17,  92. 

Discretion,  years  of,  xix. 

Divorce  before  a  parson,  not  lawful, 
54  at  foot,  xxi. 

Divorces  of  Child-Marriages,  i — xxxv  ; 
of  adult  on6s,  76,  81. 

Doctor,  1,  liv  ;  parson  as,  75,  82. 

Doctor  Canon's  wife  and  children  to 
go  back  to  Ipswich,  168. 

Drawinge  cover,  box  with  a,  131. 

Drink,  refused  by  boy-husband,  from 
his  girl-wife,  21. 

Drinking  together,  Ixxxi,  note  1  ;  xlix, 
note ;  84 ;  at  the  Bell  Inn,  Nant- 
wich,  118;  198,199,201,208. 

Drowned  herself  rather  than  married, 
she  would  have,  78. 

Drunkard,  not  a,  109. 

Dublin  Merchant  not  to  leave  Chester 
without  the  Mayor's  leave,  174;  and 


then    to    appear  before    the    Lord 

Deputy  in  Ireland,  175. 
Duke  of  Westminster  to  be  put  in  a 

mine,  Ixvi. 
Durham  Depositions,  terms  of  Abuse 

in,  Ivi — Iviii. 

Early  marriages  in  Scotland,  xxxi. 
Early   marrijiges,  main   object   of,  to 

avoid  Wardship,  xxxiv,  xxxix  ;   but 

see  Notes,  Ixxxvi. 
Early  marriages,  the  benefit  of,  xlii, 

xliii. 
Earwaker,  J.  P.,  his   defence  of  the 

Cheshire  Antiquaries,  Ixx. 
Eases  and  pleasures,  139,  conveniences. 
Eel,  salt,  for  a  sick  woman,  116. 
Egyptians,  Gypsies,  mare  bought  of, 

106. 
Entry  in  the  Mayor's  book,  161. 
Error,  Writs  of,  entries,  175. 
Exhortacion  to  trothplighted  couple, 

186. 
Extremes  (in  childbirth),  95,  99. 
Extremitie,  cartid  bio,  128. 

Face  of  the  church,  marry  in  the,  184, 

202, 
Falconers    and    Horse-keepers   given 

benefices,  Ixii. 
Familiarity,  9.  # 

Famished  her  for  want  of  meats  (food), 

almost,  55. 
Famylierlie  as  man  and  wief,  112, 113. 
Fancy,   boys   can't,   their   girl-wives, 

XX,  xxviii,  37,  183,  &c. 
Fancy,  girls  can't,  their  boy-husbands, 

xviii,  XX,  5,  18,  37,  &c. 
Farmer's  wife  and  her  lame  goose,  Ixi, 

138. 
Father  a  child  on  a  man,  87,  92,  95, 

98,  99, 
Father  and  Mother,  before  either  is  14, 

have  a  baby,  xxvii. 
Father,  his,  sold  hym  as  his  heire,  81. 
Father-in-law,     boy-husband     living 

with,  12,  29  ;  not  stopping  the  night 

with,  17  ;  only  goes  to  play  at,  24. 
Father,  old   and  decayd.  Son  has  to 

help  him,  Ixiv,  173,  182. 
Father  thrashes   his    Daughter  with 

his  walking-staff,  li,  lii. 
Fele  his  mynd,  to,  185   (cp.  Paston 

Letters). 
Felonousely  and  flesshly  knewe  and 
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ravysshed   the  said  Isabell,  Ixxxvi, 

note  4.     [This  1436  use  of  'felon- 

ously'  is,  at   present,  the   earliest 

one  known.] 
Felony  to  rape  a  girl  under  10,  xxxvi, 

note  ;  not  so  between  10  and  16,  ib. 
Fermour,  138,  lessee. 
Fetherbedd  and  the  cov^eringes,  134. 
Feudal  dues,  early  marriage  to  avoid, 

xxxiv,  xxxix  ;  but  see  Ixxxvi. 
Field  of  wheate  and  rye,  crop  on,  134. 
Filiation,  86.     See  *  Affiliations.' 
Fireside  at  evening,  68,  69. 
First  night,  on  ;  boy  refuses,  xvii,  7-8 ; 

woman  refuses,  79. 
Fishmongers'  Company,  Stewards  of, 

sent  to  jail,  165. 
Fish  to  be  bought  by  the  Mayor  for 

Chester  use,  Ixiii,  163. 
Flemynge  knyves,  a  pair  of,  72. 
Flesh-meat  stopt  on  Thursday  nights, 

206. 
Flight-shot,  a,  207. 
Flitted  twise  within  this  half  yere,  125. 
Folly,  a  husband's,  with  other  women, 

203 ;  lust,  60. 
Forestallers  punisht,  Ixiii,  155,  165. 
Forfeiture  of  Lease,  147. 
Forgiveness,    a   Libeller   to   ask,   but 

doesn't,  Ix,  209-10. 
Forgiveness,  Woman  won't  ask,  210. 
Forther  (earlier)  promise,  190. 
Fortie   nightes :    woman    accused    of 

lying  with  a  man  for,  120. 
Fortification  of  our  coasts,  at  Hull,  liii. 
Foster-mother,  27,  -father,  20. 
Foule  word,  one,  askis  an  other,  122. 
Four  children  gotten  in  lawful!  mar- 
riage, good  evidence  of  consent,  51. 
Four  fathers  and  mothers  all  under  16, 

in  one  house,  xxxiii. 
Frame  and  table.  Mayor's  Award  as 

to  a,  165. 
Frank  and  free,  155. 
Free  country,  xxi. 
Friends  make  up  a  Marriage  between 

two  folk,  75. 
Fro,  204,  against :  '  of  nor  fro,*  for  or 

against  (his  honpsty). 
Fugitive,  a,  and  a  light  ponion,  Ix,  124. 
Furious  or  lunatic,  testatrix  was  not, 

135. 

Games,  unlawful  outs  not  lo  he  phiyd, 
144,  145. 


Gascony  wines,  166. 
Gauged,  Butts  of  Sack  not,  155.  * 

Gentlewoman,  an  old  auncient,  73. 
Geve  her   meate   and   drinke   of  the 

best  (when  you  want  to  get  rid  of 

her),  and  so  lete  her  departe,  126. 
Gifts    of  Money   b}'   the   Mayor   and 

Council  of  Chester,  168—171. 
Gifts  of  Money,  Lady  Savage's   and 

Robert  Office's,  172. 
Gilt  silver  cross,  115. 
Girdle,  silver,  116. 
Girl  beaten  by  the  Wife  of  the  man 

who  got  her  with  child,  90. 

Girl  lies  in  bed  to  avoid  Marriage,  liii. 

„    too  tender  and  young   to   speak 

the  words  of  Matrimony,  26,  39, 

Girl  married  from  a  boarding-school, 

xxxiii. 
Girl  of  9   bears   a   child,  xxix  ;    cne 

under  14  does,  xxvii. 
Girl  rides  behind  a  man,  Iv,  101. 
Girl  treats  her  boy-husband  badly,  and 

loves  other  boys,  xviii,  11. 
Girl  would  rather  drown  than  marry, 

liii,  78. 
Girls  young,  married,  xiv — xxxv,  1 — 

55,  203. 
Girthing  a  horse,  83. 
Glass  windows,  116. 
Going  to  London,  xviii,  185,  &c. 
Going  with  child,  87,  pregnancy. 
Gold :  she  wold  not  release  hym  for 

no  gold,  60. 
Goldsmith's  Bond  to  provide  for  his 

Bastard,  157. 
Good,  a  pese  of,  56,  property. 
Good  cheer  after  a  Trothplight,  197. 
Good  gentleman,  a,  119. 
Good    will    betwene    you    and    this 

maide,  70. 
Good  will  of  the  Lease,  137. 
Goose,  one  that  limi)t,  and  traild  its 

wing,  offerd  for  tithe,  138. 
Gown  to  be  given  by  a   Son  to  his 

poor  Father,  173. 
Grace,   her,   was   no  better;    bo  she 

playd    the   whoro,   80 ;    he    Inckid 

grace,  and  cald  her  'whore,'  103; 
Grain  to  bo  iirought  into  Chester  for 

sale,  143. 
Grundfath(!r,  37,  38,  40 ;  Go<l,  man  and 

wife  before,  201,  &c. 
Grandfather  cuts  od*  naughty  grand- 
daughter, 3"J. 
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Grandfitlicr's   wedding-feast   for    Iiis 

cliild-graiidson  in  1673,  xxxi. 
Grandmother,  34,  35. 
Grants,  charters,  and   priviledges   of 

Chester,  150. 
Groen,    trothpliglit    on    a,   xlvi,    69  ; 

Thos.  Ireland  of  the,  67. 
Gret  talk  rise  on  hit,  107. 
Groat,  bent,  as  a  gift  or  token,  xlix, 

note  1 ;  73. 
Groats,  debt  of  seven,  117,  204-7. 
Grocer,  of  London,  a,  185. 
Guardians'    right    to    infant    Wards' 

estates  and  Marriages,  xxxix — xli. 
Gnestways,  -wise,  girl  at  Hutton  Hall, 

41,  43  ;  48, 
Gypsies,  mare  bought  of,  106. 

Habilitie,   70,   ability,   possession    of 

property. 
Half-brother,  16. 
Handkerchiefs     as     Marriage-tokens, 

xlix,  210. 
Handkerchiefs  not  as  tokens,  57. 
Hands  joind  and  loost  at  Trothplights, 

69,  76,  77,  184,  186,  187,  188,  191, 

198. 
Handsome  man  ;  a  girl  says  he's  her 

child's  father,  89. 
Harness,  red  and  white,  156,  157. 
Harvest,  woman  with  child,  to  earn 

money  in,  Iv,  93. 
Hatmaker's  shop,  tools  and  goods  to 

be  seizd  if  he  fails  to  pay  £12,  163. 
Hautboys  of  the  Chester  Waits,  150. 
Hawkers  and  Hunters  made  clergy- 
men, Ixii. 
Hawks,  horse   and   dogs  taken  to  a 

Chester  inn,  xliv,  58. 
Heady  folk,  the  brutal  Mrs.  and  Mr. 

Piers  Stanley,  54. 
Heart  of  gold  as  a  Token,  188,  192. 
He  could  not  do  any  more  than  afore, 

to  his  Wife,  74. 
Hedge,  man  and  girl  behind  one,  Ivi, 

101. 
Her :  aunte  Emme  her  children,  132/9. 
Herrings,  red,  bought  at  Hull,  72. 
High  way,  141  (marriage  in),  207. 

„  rate,  9s.  8d  for,  178. 

Hinge-nails   of    a   Will-chest   drawn, 

Ix,  131. 
Hired  servant  for  all  the  yere,  205, 207. 
Hold  thie  peace  !  99. 
Honest  name  and  fame,  96,  103. 


Honest  porcion  of   goodes   to  marry 

witludl,  70. 
IIoMest  woman,  97,  208 ;  h.  wench  and 

a  good  laborer,  97. 
Hopping,  dancing,  xliv,  n. 
Horseback,  girl  carried  on,  to  be  mar- 
ried, 36. 
House  broken   into   in  Chester,  Ixiii, 

157  ;  in  Wirral,  Ixxxvi,  n. 
Housekeeper  witliout  suspicion,  68. 
Hurt  her  soule,  she  wold  not,  191. 
Husband   and  Wife,  children  calling 

one  another,  xxxv. 
Husband,  boy,  turns  his  back  on  his 

Wife  all  night,  6. 
Husband  runs  away  when  accused  of 

Incompetency,  liv,  74. 

Illegitimate  children,  81 ;  see  Affilia- 
tions, 85—101,  Trothplights,  56— 
69,  184—210,  Adulteries,  72—84, 
and  Mayor's  Books,  146-9,  157. 

Impediment  in  Wife's  body,  Ixi,  137-8  ; 
in  husband's,  74. 

Incompetence  of  Husbands:  Earl  of 
Essex,  xxix ;  Richard  Pearson,  74 
(disproved,  75). 

Inconstancy  of  a  man,  200. 

Inconvenient  times  for  Marriage,  xvii, 
45,  46, 

Indexes  to  old  Cheshire  Wills,  Ixx. 

Indian  Child-Marriages,  xxxiv,  n. ; 
xxxv  ; 

Indian  children's  bigamy,  xvi,  n. 

Infants,  children  under  7,  xxxv. 

Inn,  the  Bell,  at  Nantwich :  wife 
invites  folk  drink  at,  while  her  hus- 
band's away,  lix,  118  at  foot. 

Innholder's  house  in  Chester,  forcibly 
enterd,  and  he  arrested,  159. 

Innuendo,  121,  123,  127. 

Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,  xxiii,  Ixx. 

Inventory,  a  f;dse,  Ixxii. 

Irish  Expedition :  Earl  of  Essex's 
soldiers  wreckt  in  Wales,  168. 

Jawde  no-bodie  .  .  hoore  Jawde,  123, 
jade. 

Jewish  Kings,  early  marriages  of,  xxvii. 

Jointure  for  a  bride,  187. 

Journeyman  shoemaker,  5,  at  foot  ; 

Justices  of  Peace  compel  a  man  to 
take  his  Wife  again,  Ixi,  137  ;  order 
a  Son  to  help  his  poor  old  Father, 
173  ;  at  Sessions,  158,  182. 
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Keeping  women :  husbands  doing  so, 
202,  203. 

Keys  of  the  Chester  Treasure-House, 
161. 

Kin,  a  man's,  abused  as  well  as  him- 
self, 204,  205,  206,  207. 

Kin,  folk  too  near  of,  to  marry,  iii. 

Kinswoman  taken  in  for  her  childing, 
out  of  pity,  97. 

Kiss,  not  meant  for  Marriage,  57 ;  none 
given,  92,  &c. ;  184, 

Kiss  the  book,  69. 

Kiss,  the  Parson's  right  to,  at  a  Mar- 
riage, xxxvi,  note  i. 

Kissing  after  adult  Marriage,  xxxvi, 
note  1;  68,  201. 

Kissing  after  Child-Marriages,  xix, 
xxxvi  ;  refused  by  a  girl,  xxvi. 

Kissing  after  Trothplights,  xlvi,  68  ; 
xlvii,  note  1 ;  68,  76,  186,  188,  190, 
191,  199. 

Knife  in  bed,  husband  hadn't  a,  22. 

Knighthood  :  prevented  Wardship,  xli, 
note  2  ;  ?  did  not,  Ixxxvi. 

Knocking  at  the  door,  66. 

Kye,    cows,    kept    by   the    Stanlowe 


Laborer :  an  honest  wenche  and  a  good 

laborer,  97. 
Lame  folk,  gifts  to,  169,  170. 
Lame  man,  says  lie's  not  a  fit  witness 

to  a  Trothplight,  68. 
Land  sold  to  keep  a  whore,  122. 
Landiadie  to  this  Deponentes  husband, 

209. 
Landlord's  goodwill  of  a  tenement,  10. 
Landlords  on  their  Tenants'  side,  201. 
Law  on  Child-Marriages,  from  Judge 

Swinburne,  xxxv-viii. 
Lay  in,  for  childbirth,  69. 
Lease  of  a  house  in  Northgate  St., 

Chester  ;  dispute  as  to,  147. 
Lease  worth  £100,  134  ;  1.  of  a  dwell- 
ing house,  136. 
Leather-Searcher's  Bond,  162. 
Leman   and  Wife,  a  man's,  both   in 

childbed  at  once,  203. 
Letter  by  a  School-boy  saying  he  will 

not  have   his   Child-wife,  xix,  38  ; 

written  in  a  high  loft  at  the  Bell 

Inn,  Nantwich,  lix,  118. 
Letters  by  Lord  Darcye,  xxvi ;   Lord 

Burleigh,  166  ;  Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes, 


Letters  to  be  sent  on  by  Posts,  167, 

178. 
Libels,    Ivi-lx,    102—130,    204—210: 

see  Contents,  Ixxii-lxxxv. 
Liberties  of  Chester,  159. 
License,  none  for  a  Wedding,  140. 
License  to  be  a  suitor  to  a  girl,  60. 
Light  person,  both  of  her  tonge  and  of 

her  dede,  96  ;    98  at  foot ;   man  is, 

125. 
Linendraper,  157. 
Ling  and  Cod,  165. 
Little  of  his  wordes,  109. 
Line,  in,  137,  in  lieu,  instead ;  in  lue, 

156. 
Living,  girl  married  for  a ;  but  divorst 

on  its  failing,  4-6. 
Living  got  by  sore  working,  126. 
Loft,  letter  written  in,  118  ;   man  on 

girl  in,  122. 
London,  going  to  ;  see  Index  of  Places. 
Longe    of    her    tonge,    109,    because 

of  it. 
Lord  Deputie  of  the  realme  of  Ireland, 

176. 
Lord   Mayor  of  London,   suggestion 

for  his  next  Children's  party,  xix. 
Love-letter,  with  a  Diamond  Carcanet, 

by   Sir  Simonds   D'Ewes   in   1626, 

XXX. 

Lunatic,  testatrix  not,  135. 
Lusty,  physic  makes  a  man,  75. 

Made    her  a   countenance,  112,   pre- 
tended, affected. 

Maid:  she  is  a  good  maide,  for  hym, 
is  a  virgin,  11.     See  Servant-maids. 

Make  nor  medle  with  her,  I  will,  123. 

Malche,  141,  milch  cow.  * 

Male  child,  longd  for  by  Indian  mo- 
thers, xxxiv,  n. 

Marches  of  Wales,  136. 

Mare    bought  of  the   Gypsies,    106 ; 
turnd  out  of  a  close,  104. 

Marke,  wold  have  gevin  hym  o,  with 
a  Hword,  IO7/3-4. 

Market,  Saturday's,  walk  liome  from, 
70. 

Market-place  of  Chester,  man  wrongly 
arrested  in,  150. 

Marriage  a  failure,  xix.    See  Adulteries. 
„        to  join  a  divided  house,  14. 
„        by  njoonlight,  Ixii,  141  ;  by 
torchlight  and  candlelight, 
xvi,  2. 
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Mfirriage,  clandestine,  56, 57, 140-1, 196. 

Marriii<^e  of  a  girl  under  12,  not  con- 
clusive against  the  King,  Ixxxvi. 

Married  children  dwelling  together  10 
years  without  carnal  dole,  11. 

Mason  of  Chester  Walls  surrenders 
his  Patent,  146. 

Mayors'  Books,  Chester,  1558—1600, 
English  Entries  from  them,  Ixiii-iv, 
143—180. 

Meat-sellers  to  sell  the  skins  and  Tal- 
low too,  154. 

Men  at  service,  76  foot,  78,  79  ;  see 
Service. 

Mendinge  of  the  high  waies  in  Chester, 
178. 

Merchant,  rich,  fallen  into  decay,  72. 

Merchantry  wares  like  stockfish  and 
herrings,  72. 

Merriments  at  Christmas,  17,  18. 

Midlent  Sondaie,  123. 

Midsummer-Day,  merrymaking,  on,  li. 

Mid  wives  fetcht  to  a  woman  in  child- 
bed, 50;  95,96,99,  100. 

]\Iilking,  women,  lix.  111,  112,  115. 

Mill,  boy  wants  to  go  to,  rather  than 
be  married,  7. 

Mill-door,  couple  behind,  Iv,  97. 

Mind :  James  mynd  and  his  doinges, 
46 ;  she  had  lefte  her  mynd  with 
the  said  Maior,  67. 

Ministry  (clergy),  state  of  the,  Ixii. 

Misliking  between  child-husband  and 
wife,  29,  &c. 

Money,  Adult  marringes  for,  xlix,  &c. 

Money,  Child-Marriai^es  for,  xv,  4, 
6-9,  10,  12,  14,  32,  &c. 

Money  matter,  a,  205  at  foot,  207. 

Monthly  sickness  or  puberty  of  Indian 
girls,  about  10,  xxxv. 

Moonlight,  marriage  by,  Ixii,  141. 

Mortuary  due  to  Rector  of  Uavenham, 
Ixxxvii. 

Most  notorious  hoore,  a,  121. 

Mother-  and  father-in-law  starve  their 
son's  wife,  53-5. 

Mother-in-law,  a  brutal,  Mrs.  P.  Stan- 
ley, 53-5. 

Mother,  the  disease  of,  Iv,  83. 

Mothers  at  9,  xxix  ;  under  11|,  xxxi ; 
under  14,  xxvii. 

Mother's  mind  to  marry  her  boy,  xviii, 
20. 

Mother's  right  to  choose  a  Father  for 
her  Bastard,  Ivi. 


Mugweed,  a  posset  and  bread  (?  poul- 
tice) of,  83. 

Nag  worth  66-.  8d,  134. 
Nail-drawer,  an  honest,  Ix,  131. 
Nails  drawn  out  of  the  hinges  of  a 

Will-chest,  131. 
Naked,    except    hir    Kirtyll    and    hir 

Smokke,  Ixxxvi,  note  4. 
Naked  sword,  one  man  with,  runs  after 

another,  105. 
Name  and  fame,  104.     See  Honest. 
Name,  113,  report,  opinion  among  the 

neighbours. 
Napkin  as  a  Trothplight-Token,  xlix, 

note  1  ;  15,  note  2 ; 
Naughty  life  and  misdemeanour,  80. 
Neighbours  bringing  food,  &c.  to  one 

another  when  sick,  lix,  116. 
Newland  fishe,  Linge  and  Cod,  165. 
Night,  flitting,  with   master's   goods, 

96  ;  marriage  by,  140. 
Night-visits  of  men  to  girls,  87,  88, 

91,  199--200. 
Nine,   a  girl  of,   entitled   to   Dower, 

xxxvi,  note  2  ;  Ixx. 
Nobles,  half  a  score  of,  to  get  a  Di- 
vorce, 13 ;    twenty  to  be  rid  of  a 

Troth  plight,  59  ;  nineteen  as  a  mar- 
riage-portion, 64. 
Non-resident  Landlords   in  Cheshire, 

in  1578,  180. 
Nought,  plaie  the,  with  the  said  Jone, 

129,    130 :    with    another   woman's 

husband,  209. 
Nought  together,  92,  94,  &c. 
Noughtie  women,  kepinge  of,  203. 
Nuncupative  Wills,  131-3;    Contents, 

Ixxx,  &c. 
Nurse  got  with  child  by  a  Boy  of  nine 

or  ten,  xxviii,  xxix. 
Nurse  helps  a  Girl  to  say  the  words  of 

Matrimony,  xxiv,  xxv,  xxvi. 
Nurse  to  a  baby-boy,  27  ;  girl,  50,  51. 
Nursing  of  Bistard   babies,  65,  146, 

149,  156,157: 

101. 


Oath,  deponent  will  not  break  his  or 

her,  22. 
Offend  with  man,  96. 
Offendid,  138,  committed  adulter}'. 
Opinion,  prejudice,  a  foolish,  54. 
Order  of  Lawe,  bie,  136,  137. 
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Ordinary,  137,  bishop. 

Othir  boles,  she  lovid,  as  well  as  hym. 

12. 
Out-house,    a    work-house,    place    for 

work,  185. 
Ov^ercanie  her,  and  gate  her  with  child, 

61. 
Overseer  aud  u  father  to  his  children, 

130. 
Overworkt  old  Londoner,  Ixv. 
Ox,  torfled,  dislocated  a  joint,  xlix. 
Oxen  worth  20  marks,  134. 

Pack-a-pack,  ride,  ou  Kate,  Ixxix. 
Packman,  from  Halifax  to  Hull,  liv. 
Paie  his  fees,  209. 
Painted  cloth  and  a  broken  wall,  only, 

between  man  and  woman,  58. 
Paling,  man  working  at,  with  an  axe, 

Iviii,  117. 
Paramour :  boy's  Mother  kept  as,  be- 
fore her  marriage,  xviii,  30. 
Parish,  all  the,  knows  it,  107;   knew 

her  to  be  Mr.  Mores  provid  hoore, 

117. 
Parson,  132,  rector. 
Parson,  a  bad  Chester  one  illustrates 

a  joke  of  Shakspere's,  1-li. 
Parsons,  Doctors^  75,  82. 

,,        illiterate  and  unfit,  Ixii. 
„        a  good   one   at  Nortlienden, 
139. 
Part  of  his  bed,  wife  has  not  had,  this 

3  years,  105. 
Part  of  the  child,  a  small,  94  at  foot. 
Parte,  as   ever  it  (the  fuetus)  &  she 

shuld,  99. 
Partlie  borne  in  armes,  and  partlie  led 

to  church,  34,  at  foot. 
Paste  and  bread,  154. 
l\'itching-up  rotten  MS.,  xiv  (also  done 

to  a  Town-Hall  MS.). 
Patrons  plundering  the  Clergy,  Ixii. 
Peicc  of  mony,  a,  24,  67 ;  piece  of  a 

lease   of  a   liouse,  116;    of  good, 

property,  56. 
Pelting  alehouse,  a  little,  98  at  foot. 
Penance  to  be  done  for  adultery,  80. 
Penny,  drink  a,  208. 
Persuasion  of  friends  to  make  children 

marry,  1,  4,  10,  21. 
PcrsuaHJon  of  priest  to  make  boy  go 

to  bed  with  liiH  girl-wife,  6. 
Petticoat  as  a  bribe  for  silence,  re- 
jected, 92.    See  Shirt,  shoes. 


Physic  for  incompetence,  74. 

Physician,  137. 

Pig,  Referees  eat  one,  1,  197. 

Pigs,  Tithing  of,  in  Whalley,  Lane, 

138. 
Pin,  a  silver,  116. 
Places  aud  Times  of  Child-Marriages, 

xvi. 
Phiid  maTiy  light  points,  she,  32,  was 

wanton. 
Plaint  at  law,  174. 
Plaintiff  not  ready  for  his  trial,  174. 
Play  the  nought,  209. 
Pleasure,  have  one's,  of  a  woman,  li  ; 

Ixxvi,  note  2. 
Pocky  knaves  bed,  that,  92. 
Pointed  a  day  to  marry,  188. 
Poison,  wife  need  not  fear,  203. 
Politeness    to    visitors,    girl    married 

from,  liii. 
Pollicy,   done    for    a,    131,   rascality, 

trick. 
Poor,  gifts  to,  168—172. 
Poor  parents  to  be  helpt  by  children, 

182. 
Pore  maid  Jane  (had)  grett  wronge, 

57. 
Porte  &  crekes  of  Chester,  143. 
Portmote,  177. 
Posset  of  Mugweed,  Iv,  83. 
Post  haste,  167,  178. 
Posts,    Letters  to   be  forwarded   by, 

167,  178. 
Poverty  prevents   child-married    folk 

suing  for  a  Divorce,  16.     See  Delay. 
Pox,  Ivi,  Iviii,  33,  92,  100. 
Precontract,  189,  &c. 
Precontracts,  free  from,  189  foot ;  not 

free,  79,  185. 
Pretie  Pussie  to  huggle,  xxxiv. 
Priest  that  served  at  Waverton,  39. 
Priest  persuades  an  unwilling  Child- 
Bridegroom  to  go  to  bed  with  his 

big-Girl-Wife,  6. 
Priest's  whore,  a,  193. 
Priesthood,  iniquities  covering  it,  Ixii 

at  foot. 
Private  chapel,  38-9,  40,  41,  49. 
Proverb:  lix,  note  ;  Ixxix,  note  ;  Iviii, 

note  2  ;  Ixxx,  note. 
Provide  a  place  for  her  (with  child), 

124. 
Provid  hoore,  207. 

Psalter-book,  Trothplight  on,  xlvi,  69. 
Public  affairs,  allusiuns  to,  liv,  note. 
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Pablic  events  alluded  to,  liv  n. ;  Lord 
Pembroke's  command  (?),  13 ;  Buttle 
of  St.  Quintin's,  106  ;  Essex's  expedi- 
tion to  Ireland,  168 ;  Queen's  ser- 
vice, 178  ;  Letters  from  Ireland,  &c., 
178—180. 

Pull  Roberte  Wright  out  of  tliie 
doughter,  122. 

Pullid  her  to  bed  to  hym,  he,  99. 

Pursuivant,  159. 

Put-to  the  dore,  113,  114. 

Queen  Elizabeth's  Wards  in  Cheshire 

in  1578,  180. 
Queen's,  the.  Council.  136. 

Rape  and  conception  :  odd  doctrine  as 

to,  xxxvi  at  foot. 
Rape,  child  can't  be  begotten  in  a, 

xxxvi,  note  2  ;  Ixx. 
Ratifications  of  Child-Marriages,  xx, 

49—52. 
Recorders  of  the  Chester  Waits,  150. 
Red  and  white  harness  in  a  Saddler's 

shop,  156. 
Red-herrings  and  stockfish  carried  by 

a  packman  from  Hull  to  Halifax, 

72. 
Referees  or  Daiesmen,  about  Marriao^es, 

1;    in   Trothplight,   197;    in   Libel, 

209. 
Registrar    of   the    Chester    Diocesan 

Registry,  Mr.   Jn.  Gamon,   thankt, 

Ixvi. 
Registry-book  at  Bunbury,  50. 
Remembrid  he  is  well,  7,  he  remembers 

well. 
Rentcharge  out  of  a  House,  agreement 

as  to,  149. 
Rents,  some,  sent  to  old  wife,  72. 
Repentid  the  said  Mariage,  he,  46. 
Reportinge  of  these  wordes,  114//. 
Reysed  this  tale  hymself,  Roger,  108. 
Ribbon,  gift  of  some,  72. 
Riding  on  a  horse  behind  a  man,  girl, 

36,  Iv,  101 ;    servant  with  his  mis- 
tress, 82  ;  she  bears  a  child,  83. 
Ring   as    a   Trothplight-Token,   xlix, 

15,  note  2;    63,  187,  189,  190,  191, 

194;  in  Marriage,  67,  140,  141,  197. 
Rites  (Communion)  given  to  a  dying 

man,  133. 
River  Dee,  145. 
Rose-noble,   bent,    as    a    Trothplight 

Token,  xlix,  note  1. 


Rotting  leaves  of  Chester  MSS.,  xiv, 
Ixiii ;  of  Bath  and  Wells  ones,  Ixviii. 

Rowe  in  the  Bridge  Strete,  Cliester, 
208. 

Rows  in  Chester,  208. 

Ruffians  and  Shake-bucklers  made 
Ministers,  Ixii. 

Runne  his  way :  incompetent  Husband 
would  have,  but  is  fetcht  back,  74. 

Ruynous  hou.se,  99,  much  out  of  re- 
pair. 

Rye  field,  man  and  woman  in,  106-7. 

Rye  not  to  be  sold  without  the  Mayor's 
leave,  162. 

Rysed  this  tale  hymself,  Roger,  108. 

Sack,  6  Butts  of,  cellard,  Ixiii,  155. 
Saddler  to  pay  a  fine,  156. 
Satan's  Black  Book  for  Cheshire  Anti- 
quaries, Ixv. 
Saturday's  market,  walk  home  from, 

70. 
School-boy,  letter  from  one,  xix,  38 ; 

at  home  for  the  holidays,  3. 
School,  boys',  Dr.  Standish's  at  Lathom, 

xviii,  48,  49 ;  19,  24,  29,  30,  36,  39, 

139. 
Scoldinge  wordes,  209. 
Scourge  for  her  nowe,  in  her  old  dales, 

191. 
Sculling  to  Farndon,  xv. 
Se,  vb.  see  to,  look  after,  1321, 
Sealers  and  Regesters  of  all  Tanned 

lether,  163. 
Searcher  of  Tand  Leather,  his  Bond, 

162. 
Seat  in  church,  dispute  as  to,  Ixxxiii. 
Sea-voyage,  Trothplight  before,  67. 
Secound,  131,  sickend. 
Seeking  beasts,  204 ;  a  mare,  104  ; 
Separation  of  man  and  wife,  53,  xxi. 
Servant  enticed  away  from  his  Master, 

205,  206. 
Servant-girls   and  men   in   the   same 

bed-room,    Iv,   Ixxii,   note ;    Ixxxii, 

note  ;  87,  88,  90. 
Service,  boys  and  men  at,  xvii,  xviii, 

11,  35  (with  therle  of  Derby),  48; 
76,  78,  79,  82. 

Service-book,  65  ;  gold  and  silver  laid 

on  it,  66. 
Service,  girls  and  women  at,  xvii,  11, 

12,  13,  97. 

Settinge  &  lettinge  of  the  Stalls  at 
Chester  Conduit,  177,  178. 
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Seven,   Infants  become   Children   at, 

XXX  \^ 

Shakspere,  his   youns:   friend,  of   liis 

'  Sonnets,'   Win.    Herbert,    and    his 

Dark  Lady,  xHi. 
Shakspere,  illustration  of  his  '  Wench 

married  as  she  went  to  the  Garden 

for   Parsley   to    stuff e    a   Rabit.' — 

S}irew,  IV.  i.  95-6,  1-li. 
Shakspere,  illustration  of  his  'behinde- 

doore  worke,'  Winters  Tale,  III.  iii. 

72,  Iv  ;    'peltinge,'  Iv  ;    'stand-to,' 

120,  129;  'convey,'  Ix,  124. 
Shakspere,  was  one  of  Robert  Cleaver's 

'bruite  beastes,'  xlviii,  n. 
She  is  non  of  my  wief,  20,  no  wife  of 

mine. 
She  is  very  sory  for  her  offencis,  33. 
Sheets,  a  girl-wife  takes  them  to  her 

boy-husband's  bed,  xviii,  201. 
Sheets,  cloth  to  make  s.  of,  20,  128, 

129. 
Sheriffs  to  pay  28s.  lOd.  for  a  debt, 

159 ;  action  before,  192,  193. 
Shirt,  as  a  bribe  to  say  nothing,  Ixxvi, 

note  2. 
Shoemaker,  apprentice  to  a,  5. 
Shoes,  as  a  bribe  to  say  nothing,  Iv, 

92. 
Shop,   man    got  from,   to   witness    a 

Trothplight,  58. 
Sick  woman,  chickens,  spice,  &c.,  for, 

116. 
Sickly  old  Priest  marries  a  couple  in 

Iiis  bedroom,  66. 
Sickly  youTig  man,  18. 
Sickness,  the  new,  139,  plague. 
Silver  girdle,  pin  &  Cross,  116. 
Silver  salt  and  spoons,  134. 
Sisters,  two  put  between  boy  and  girl 

bride  and  bridogrdom  on  the  wed- 
ding-night, xvii,  15. 
Skins,  fells,  beds,  and  Tallow  of  beasts, 

155. 
Skipping  on  the  pavement,  a  Bride, 

xxxiii. 
Slain,  wife  need  not  fear  to  be,  203. 
Slander,  she  raised  such  a,  75. 
Slater,  restricted  in  huy'w^  slates,  Ixiii, 

149. 
Small,  a  woman  is,  after  childbirth, 

90 ;  Ixxxi,  note 
Small  whil(!,  a,  41  at  foot. 
Smart :    chatigo   of   mejming   in   the 

word,  Iv,  note  3. 


Smart  houses,  naughty  doings  at,  Iv, 

87. 
Smockes  and  sheetes  to  lap  her  hoore 

ars  in,  128. 
Snowy  morning,  lix,  112,  113. 
Social  side  of  forefathers'  life,  xv,  Ixiv, 

and  all  the  Volume. 
Soldiers,  gifts  to,  168,  169,  171. 

„        at  Lithe  (for  Lord  Pembroke's 

command  ?),     13  ;   at   St. 

Quentins,  a.d  1557,  p.  106. 

Soldiers,  tlie  Earl  of  Essex's,  cast  away 

in  Wales  (wreckt  in  returning  from 

Ireland),  gifts  to,  168. 
Solempnizate,  marriage  was,  36  at  foot. 
Son   forst   to    support   his    poor    old 

Father,  Ixiv, 
Sore  workinge,  gettith  his  Livinge  bie 

his,  126.  _ 
Sorry,  heartily,  for  his  deceit,  56 ;  for 

her  offences,  33. 
SouPs  health,  man  has  had  Bastards 

against  his,  202. 
South- Western  Rebellion,  181. 
Sovereign's  Guardianship  of  Infants, 

xxxix,  Ixxxvi. 
Spanish-sixpence  as  a  Token,  58. 
Spice,  ginger,  and  old  ale,  as  a  drink, 

1,  63. 
Spinster    spinning    at    a   Customer's, 

Ixxxii,  note ;    199 ;    at   home,  xlix, 

note  1. 
Spiritual  Law,  138. 
Stalls  in  Chester  market,  177. 
Standing,  can  a  man  get  a  child,  97, 

Iv. 
Stand-to,  120,  maintain,  hold  to,  129, 

142,  200. 
Statute   Merchant,   debt  secured   by, 

160. 
Statute  Merchant,  150,  152,  160. 
Stepfather  and  -mother,  12. 
Stepmother,  113. 
Sticko  to  hit,  131. 
Stockcs,  ho  and  his  wief  were  ponished 

in  the,  125.  ^ 
Stockfish   carried   inland    from   Hull, 

72. 
Stone's  cast,  a,  206,  at  foot. 
Stout  against  hym,  ho  was,  94. 
Stubbornfiess,  a  wife's  rightful,  81. 
Suck,  gave  a  baby  her  first,  40,  50. 
Sundays  on  tho  Deo,  xv ;  a  Sunday  in 

the  somor  season,  99. 
Supper,  woodcocks  for,  58. 
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Surgeon,  100.     ike  Doctors. 
Suspiciously  married,  59  ;  s.  together, 

101; 
Suspicious  place,  101,  105. 
Swear  trotliplighted  folk,  hesitation  to, 

186. 
Swelling,  a  woman's  with  child,  Ixxxi, 

note;  90. 
Swinburne,  Judge  (died  1624),  xxxv- 

xxxviii. 
Sword,  pledgd  for  3s.,  and  Zd.  interest, 

146. 

Table  and  frame,  Mayor's  award  as  to, 

165. 
Tablid,  boarded,  29,  30,  91,  125  at  foot, 

139,  189. 
Tacke  of  land,  131. 
Tailor  working  at  a  customer's  house, 

198.  . 
Take  or  refuse  her  before  a  Judge,  4. 
Take  R.  Wright  in  thie  doughter  in 

the  lofte,  122. 
Take  unkind ness  with  him,  6. 
Taken   her   downe   (blamed    her)   for 

adultery,  112. 
Tallow  of  a  beast  to  be  3s.  Ad.,  154. 
Tallow,  sufficient,  to  be  provided  in 

Chester,  154. 
Tand-Leather,  Searcher's  Bond,  162. 
Tenant  would  favour  his  Landlord,  84. 
Tender  and  younge,  she  was  then  in 

ye  ares,  .39. 
Thames  Bridge  at  Staines,  Middx,  not 

to  be  broken  down,  181. 
Thatcher,  a,  wdio  lives  on  his  neigh- 
bours, 125. 
Thief,  and  'grinning  thief,'  man  cald, 

117,  204-7. 
Thinges  done  eighty  yeres  ago,  131. 
Thought  atruth  in  it,  he,  197. 
Threshing  in  an  old  house,  204,  206. 
Throwne  out  of  window,  thinges,  127. 
Times  of  Child-Marriages,  xvi, 
Tithe-goose   demanded :    a  lame   one 

offerd,  Ixi,  138. 
Tithes :  see  Contents  of  MS.,  p.  Ixxii- 

Ixxxv. 
Tithing  pig  and  goose,  138. 
Title  to  a  woman,  a  man's,  193. 
Toke  away  her  victual les,  54. 
Toke  them  both  sworne,  67/i. 
Tokens    at    and    after    Trothplights, 

xlviii-1,   &c.,   58    (a    Spanish    6c?.)  ; 

12d,  59,  60. 


Tokens  not  as  Troth  plight-gifts,  57, 
61,  210.  See  Groat,  Handkerchief, 
Napkin,  King,  Hose  Noble. 

Tote-hole,  Alia  lokid  in  at  a,  113. 

Town-field,  a  Trothplight  in  a,  64. 

Travailer  bie  the  Seas,  67. 

Treasure-House  of  Chester,  its  Key- 
holders,  161. 

Trothplights,  xliii — liii ;  Ixxix,  note  1 ; 
Ixxx,  note  ;  56—71,  184—202. 

Trothplights,  forms  of,  xlvii,  &c. 

Truckle-  or  wheel-bed,  Iv,  88. 

Turquoise  ring,  190. 

Turves,  gathering  of,  99,  207. 
„       going  for,  99. 

Twelvepence  as  a  token,  59,  60. 

Two  at  a  birth,  203. 

Two — man  and  woman — '  those  2  will 
one  day  make  3,'  Iviii,  note  2. 

Two  men  in  bed,  with  one's  Wife  be- 
tween them,  105. 

Two  shillings  a  week,  for  bastard  and 
its  Mother,  158. 

Uncle-in-law,  3. 

Unconveniently  together,  man  and 
another's  wife,  112. 

Undertakings,  guarantees,  for  other 
folk,  149. 

Unhonestlie,  improperly,  shamelessly, 
115. 

Unkindness  grows  up,  from  husband's 
adultery,  203. 

Unlawful!  Companie  (of  a  man),  100. 

Unruliness  of  Wife,  109. 

Unsemelie  for  his  age  :  an  old  man  to 
want  a  chamber  to  talk  with  a  wo- 
man in,  126. 

Unsent  for,  133. 

Unthift,  man  cald  an,  119. 

Utter  and  sell  at  reasonable  price,  155. 

Varying  in  one's  talk,  204. 
Vehemently  suspected  in  the  matter, 

105. 
Venereal  disease,  Ivi,  33,  92,  100. 
Vicar,  74 ;    his   advice   about  a  wife 

refusing  her  husband,  79  ;  affiliates 

a  child  on  a  man,  86. 
Vicarage  of  Bowden,  139. 
Victualing-house  in  Chester,  38. 
Violins  of  the  Chester  Waits,  150. 
Virgin  Mary  bore  Christ  at  15,  xxviii. 
Visitation     reports     a    child-married 

couple  not  divorst,  16. 
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AVaits,    Chester,    dispute    as   to   their 

Hautboys,  &c.,  Ixiv,  168. 
Wake :    a  silver-j^ilt  Cross  lent  to  a 

^irl  to  go  to  a  weddiug  or  wake,  lix, 

116. 
Walking  the  horses   at  an  inn-door, 

man,  82. 
Walls  of  Chester:   their  old  Mender 

resigns,  Ixiv,  146. 
Wards,  the   Queen's,  in   Cheshire,  in 

1578,  180-1. 
Wardship,  abuses  of,  xxxix — xli. 
Warnid    hym,   Custance    nevir,    113, 

tried  to  stop  him. 
Wars,  youth  goes  to  the,  15. 
Water,  a  woman's,  sent  to  a  doctor  to 

tell  her  disease,  1,  liv-lv,  63,  82,  83. 
Welsh  witness  doesn't  know  English, 

Iviii,  note  3,  p*  108. 
Wench,  56,  girl  baby. 
Wheel  or  truckle  bed,  88. 
Whore,  women    cald,   Ivii,  Iviii,  lix, 

Ixxx,  102,  117,  121,  122,  126,  128, 

193,  204:  see  Libels. 
Whorish  casts  (tricks)  with  her,  she 

had,  104. 
Widow,  a  Chester  merchant's,  has  her 

dead  husband's  rights,  Ixiii,  166. 
Widow  carried  off  and  ravisht,  Ixxx. 

See  xliii,  note  2. 
Widow  not  to  be  hookt,  xlix,  63. 
Widow,  widower,  56. 
Wife  gets  a  divorce  from  an  adulterous 

husband,  81  ;  beats  the  girl  he's  got 

with  child,  90. 
Wife   runs   away  from  her  husband. 


Hi ;    did    what   she   could   to   have 

cliildren  by  him,  73. 
Wills,  made  by  Parsons,  131,  134  (see 

132). 
Wills,   130-7.     See   Contents   of  MS., 

Ixxii — Ixxxvi. 
Windows,  wind-dores,  shutters,  Ivi,  99. 
Wine  merchants,  order  as  to,  153. 
Woman  child,  a,  84. 
Woman,   gets   between   her   husband 

and  another  man  in  bed,  Iviii,  105, 

110. 
Woman,  stops  at  her  Mother's  instead 

of  going  to  her  Husband's,  81,  202. 
Woman,   waits   8  weeks   for   her  in- 
competent Husband  to  recover,  liv, 

74. 
Women  drinking  with  men,  84. 
Women,   their   quarrels :    see    Libels, 

Ivi,  Ix,  102—129,  204—209. 
Women,  two,  mean  a  rage,  lix,  note  2. 
Women,  unmarried,  liable  to  be  carried 

off,  xlii,  note. 
Woodcocks  for  supper,  58. 
Wording,  n.  206,  arguing,  quarrelling. 
Work-day,  marriage  on  a,  54. 
Worke-house,  which  is  an  outhouse, 

185. 
Worship,  have  borne,  in  Chester,  208. 
Wright,  a,  bie  his  occupacion,  129. 

Yellow  band  and  green  breeclK!S,  171, 
Yorkshire  heiress  given  to  Gerald  de 

Furnivall,  xl. 
Youngest  mariage  that  eucr  he  was 

at,  26. 


CORRECTIONS  FOR   CHILD-MARRIAGES,  &c. 

p.  27,  44,  &c,  *  mora '  is  wrongly  exj)anded  as  *  moran* ' :  it  should  be  '  moram ' : 
cp.  Acncid  x.  888,  'traxisse  moram,'  and  the  Chichester  Depositions  'moram  traxit', 
*morarn  cgit'. 

There  are  doubtless  other  mistakes  in  the  Latin  passages,  owing  to  my  rostiness. 
If  any  are  the  scrilje's,  let  them  be  put  down  to  him. 
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FEOM  Dr.   SHEPPARD,  LL.R, 
HIGH  SENESCHAL,    CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  reply. 
The    Archbishop's   Consistory   Court   had   cognizance   of 
matrimonial  and  defamation  causes  in  addition  to  the  jurisdiction  in 
matters  of  Church  discipline. 

The  Archiepiscopal  records  are  at  Lambeth ;  but  I  should  expect  to 
find  those  relating  to  the  Acta  Curiae  in  the  office  of  Sir  J.  Hassard,  or 
of  Dr.  Deane. 

We — that  is,  the  Prior  and  Chapter  of  Canterbury,  as  temporary 
Custodes  Spiritualitatis  during  vacancies  of  the  See — had  jurisdiction  in 
the  same  cases  whilst  the  various  vacancies  lasted.  No  special  registers 
were  kept  for  the  law  proceedings  during  these  intervals,  but  thousands 
of  detached  documents — the  original  "  records  "  in  these  suits — have  lately 
come  into  my  hands.  Two  folio  vols,  (in  the  style  of  scrap-books)  have 
already  been  filled  from  this  mass,  and  the  contents  have  been  alpha- 
betically indexed.  The  remainder  of  this  recently  discovered  collection 
will  be  cleaned  as  soon  as  possible,  and  be  made  available  for  students. 

The  "  scrap-books  "  and  Sede  Vacante  registers  (chiefly  on  the  domestic 
discipline  of  our  monastery)  are  all  indexed,  and  can  be  consulted  freely 
on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  from  11  to  1,  by  simply  walking  into  the 
Library  and  applying  to  tlie  Sub-Librarian  (or  to  me,  if  I  am  present ; 
but  adversa  valetudine  detentus,  I  am  usually  shut  up  at  home). 

1.  There  are  many  volumes  of  Depositions  taken  in  the  Archdeacon's 
Court  in  the  15th  and  16th  centuries.  The  Archdeacon  was  more  mixed 
up  with  shady  matters  than  the  Archbishop,  and  these  notes  taken  down 
fiom  the  lips  of  the  witnesses — all  examined  on  commission — are  very 
spicy.     See  your  Chaucer,  "The  Fox  and  the  Widow's  Cock." 

2.  No  registers  of   Visitations,   &c.,  but  a  few  imperfect  notes  of 

visitations  of  the  Nunneries  of  S.  Sepulchre's  (Canterbury)  and  Davington 

(Kent)  are  scattered  among  the  loose  parchments.     There  is  one  Sede 

Vac.  Register — Cranmer  being  dead,  and  Pole  just  stepping  into   his 

place — with  any  amount  of  ahjurations  of  all  sorts,  and  disclaiming  of 

wives  by  sacerdotes  conjugatl.     Look  on  the  first  page  of  the  June  No.  of 

the  Canterbury  Diocesan  Gazette  (Gibbs,  Palace  St.,  Canterbury,  price  2d), 

where  is  a  sketch  of  the  latest  found  records. 

J.  B.  Sheppard. 


DejJositions  in  the  Chichester  ami  other  Diocesan  Registries.     255 


Chichester. — The  11  vols.  I  have  exammd  out  of  the  21  of  the  Con- 
sistory Court,  from  a.d.  1556  to  1694,  show  no  Child-Marriages,  tho  in 
one  case  a  boy  of  12  makes  love  to  a  girl — older,  I  believe — and  contracts 
himself  to  her.  Most  of  the  cases  are  about  Wills  and  Tithes ;  several 
are  Libel  ones ;  a  few  are  Trothplights,  and  a  few  relate  to  the  execution 
of  Deeds,  &c. 

There  are  40  vols,  of  'Books  of  Instance,'  1519  to  1798;  and  64 

*  Books  of  Office,'  containing  Faculties  issued  to  repair  Churches,  alter 
Pews,  &c.,  from  1506  to  the  present  time. 

The  Attestation  or  Depositions  relating  to  Trials  in  the  "Dean's 
Peculiars" — Parishes  in  the  City  of  Chichester  (except  All  Saints),  New- 
fishbourne  and  Kumboldswhyke — are  in  3  vols.,  from  1606  to  1677  ;  and 
the  Books  of  Office  are  in  15  vols.,  from  1484  to  1853. 

For  the  "Archbishop's  Peculiars" — the  parishes  of  Slindon  (given 
to  the  see  by  Hen.  I.  in  1108),  East  Lavant,  Heene,  Pagham,  Tarring, 
South  Bersted,  Patching,  Tangmere,  &c. — the  Attestations  or  Depositions 
in  Trials  are  in  2  vols.,  a.d.  1611  to  1661 ;  while  the  Books  of  Office  are 
in  29  vols.,  a.d.  1537  to  1853.— F.,  22  May,  1894. 

Carlisle. — Mr.  A.  N.  Bowman,  the  Registrar,  will  allow  the  Registers 
to  be  inspected  without  fee.  But  he  says  that  *  Mrs.  Ware  (daughter  of 
the  late  Bp.  Goodwin,  and  wife  of  the  Bp.  Suffragan  of  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  had  an  exhaustive  search  made  in  the  Carlisle  Diocesan  Register 
Books  for  entries  relating  to  Child-Marriages.'  She  came  across  only 
one  instance  in  1608  :  see  her  Paper  in  vol.  xi,  p.  220-5  (1889-90)  of  tho 

*  Transactions  of  the  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  Antiquarian  and 
Archaiological  Society.'     The  entry  is, 

'Kirkhy  Stephen.  [1608]. 
'Eisdem  die  et  loco  comparuit  procter  Mergera  Dowthwait,  ct  nllo- 
gavit  quod  fuit  contracts  in  ejus  impubertate  cum  quodam  Thomas  Faw- 
cett,  cum  conditione  sequent],  Viz*,  that  if  she  should  refuse  to  marrio 
■with  liini  when  she  came  to  lawfull  yeares  of  consent,  it  sliould  bo  lawful 
for  the  said  Fawcett  to  take  the  forfeiture  mentioned  in  tho  condicions  or 
articles  of  tlie  same ;  and  if  Fawcett  should  refuse  lier,  tlien  slio  to  take 
thQ   like   foi-feitc.^     et  petiit  imWcoirix  (?)  ut   solemnizetur  cum  dicto 

^  Mrs.  Wa'e  cites  from  Hp.  Nicolson'H  Muicdlanj/  Acccntnta  of  tfic  Diocese  of 
Carlisle,  p.  108,  referring  to  tho  Rc^MHtcr  at  Throlkeld  :  'Foriiml  Contracts  of  Mar- 
riage are  herein  recorded,  and  Sureties  ent<;r'd  for  the  payment  of  five  Shillings  to 
tho  j>oor,  hy  the  party  that  draws  back.'  Hut  the  present  Incunib<»nt  says  'there  is 
notliin^  whatever  to  be  found  of  this  nature  in  the  registers  at  Threlkeld,  tlio  entries 
of  which  date  from  1672,' 
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Fawcett,  alledging  that  she  was  willing  to  have  him  to  her  husband 
according  to  the  said  articles.  Et  quia  dictus  vir  non  comparuit,  doniinus 
(i.  e.  the  Chancellor)  decrevit  diem  citandi  fore  iu  proximo  lioc  in  loco 
in  causa  matrimoniali.' 

Mrs.  Ware  cites  from  the  Ckronide  of  Lanercost,  a  case  which  con- 
firms the  bedding  of  the  married  children  (above,  p.  xvii). 

A.D.  1313. 

*Eodem  anno  dominus  Thomas  de  Multuna,  dominus  Gilleslandia^, 
sexto  kalendas  Decembris  obiit.  unicam  liliam  heredem,  nomine  Mar- 
garetam,  post  se  reliquit,  quam  Robertus  de  Clifford,  filius  Roberti  do 
eadem,  septimo  suce  cetafis  anno,  apud  Hoffe,  ipso  lecto  decuhante,  despon- 
savit.  Et  vivente  dicto  Roberto,  Ranulphus,  Ranulphus  de  Daker,  lilius 
domini  Willelmi  de  Daker,  eandem  Margaretam  nupsit,  quia  jus  habuit 
ad  illam  propter  pactioiiem  factam  ante  priores  nuptias,  inter  Thomam  de 
Multuna,  patrem  dictse  Margaretse,  et  AVillelmum  de  Daker.'  (She  was 
17  at  her  marriage.) 

Herefm^d. — The  Registrar,  Mr.  H.  C.  Beddoe,  writes,  "  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  seen  any  papers  in  this  Registry  relating  to  Child-. 
Marriages ;  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  every  facility  for  making 
search  among  the  papers  in  the  Registry,  of  course  without  charge." 

Lichfield. — Mr.  Hubert  C.  Hodson,  the  Registrar,  writes,  "  The 
original  Libels  and  Allegations  in  suits  before  the  Consistory  Court  are 
deposited  here  in  bundles.  Those  prior  to  1590  are  mostly  in  Latin ; 
and  I  have  not  come  across  any  reference  to  Child-Marriages.  The 
entries  in  the  Court  Books  are  in  Latin,  and  are  excessively  meagre, 
mostly  consisting  of  a  few  lines,  to  the  effect  that  the  Cause  was  ad- 
journed, or  that  some  one  was  excommunicated  for  non-attendance.  You 
can  of  course  see  the  documents,  and  copy  from  their  contents,  provided 
that  you  let  me  know  beforehand  when  you  are  coming." 

Norwich. — Dr.  W.  T.  Bensly,  the  Registrar,  writes :  "  You  (or  any 
friend  deputed  by  you)  are  welcome  to  make  searches  respecting  child- 
marriages,  &c.  in  the  old  Deposition-Books  in  this  Registry  relating  to 
Consistory  Court  proceedings,  without  fee.  Office  hours,  10  to  4  on 
week-days,  except  on  Thursdays,  when  the  hours  are  10  to  1.  The 
Deposition-Books  here  begin  about  the  year  1490." 
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